w 


^ 


"^^- 


«' 


■%■-.   ■..-'t:^'*!**:: 


^ 


^^- 


^Vj^.^Vf-^.^V^I 


4 


Brandeis  University 
Library 


In  Honor  of 
GRANT  ELLIS  FRIED 


V 


^Hi^.^Hh^-^K^ 


^•^^i 


THE 

AMERICAN   SENATOR, 

OR 

A  COPIOUS  AND  IMPARTIAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

D   E   B  A    T  E   S 

IN    THE 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES^ 

INCLUDING 

ALL    TREATIES,    AL)DRESSES,   PROCLAMATIONS,    Is'c. 
WHICH  OCCUR  DURING  THE  PRESENT  SESSION, 

BEING 

THE  SECOND  OF  THE  FOURTH  CONGRESS^ 
By  THOMAS  CARPENTER. 


VOL.  IIL  i         J.  Vf. 


'^ '      ^^ 


PHILADELPHIA: 

PRINTED  FOR  THE  EDITOR,  BY  WILLIAM  W,  WOODWARP^ 
N*^,   17,  CHESNUT  STREET. 

-      n97« 


v.i'- 


To  THE  PUBLIC. 


i  HE  uncertainty  attending  the  length  of  matter  which 
%vould  occur  in  the  feffion,  is  the  only,  and,  the  editor  hopes,  a 
flifficient  apology  for  the  unufual  continuation  of  the  pages  after 
the  nrft  volume;  to  remove  the  inconveniency attending  which, 
an  index  and  title  is  given,  with  directions  where  the  binder 
ihould  divide  the  volumes.  He  regrets  the  difappointmeat  in 
its  due  delivery,  which  has  occurred  for  want  of  proper  arranges 
ments  in  printing:  Such  arrangements  have  been  formed  as 
\vill  prevent  the  like  in  future.  The  editor  engages  that  much 
better  paper  fiiall  be  given,  and  that  a  numb>er  {hall  be  always 
publifhed  in  lefs  than  one  week  after  the  debate.  He  need  only 
refer  to  the  inclofed  report  as  a  fpecimen  of  ability,  hut  how- 
foever  arranged,  it  will  yet  admit,  of  improvement :  He  hopes, 
therefore,  that  all  which  experience  can  promife  will  promote 
its  progredive  value;  his  aim  and  greatefi:  exertion,  together 
■^'ith  every  neceiTary  affiftance^  IhaH'contributeto  obtain  appro- 
bation, while  he  determines  to  be  fcrupuloully  impartial,  and 
thus  continue  to  deferve  the  efteem  and  patronage  of  every 
ciafs  of  citiz:ens,  whofe  fupport,  he  ihould  fail  in  gratitude,  were 
he  not  refpeclfully  to  acknowledge^ 

The  important  tranfaClions  which  have  operated  to  thefnd- 
den  and  unufual  convention  of  Congrefs,  mult  beget  aia  anxiety 
f  n  the  Citizens  to  obtain  and  preferve  an  accurate  ftatement  of 
the  exertions  of  their  Reprefentatives,  fo  to  regulate  national 
concerns,  as  may  be  mofi:  confident  with  the  honour  and  happi- 
hels  of  this  thriving  Republic;  it  muffc  be  the  fmcere  wiffi  of 
every  good  citizen  that  their  attempts  may  be  crowned  with 
fuccefs,  that  while  the  nations  of  Europe  are  deluged  in  blood, 
PEACE,  LIBERTY,  and  PROSPERITY^  may  continue  t-o 
inake  us  happy,       .      -         •        - 
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THE  Jecond  volume  is  to  end  at  page  ^66.  After  the 
title  of  the  third  volume  the  addrefs  tc  the  public  is  to  be  put^ 
%vhieh  volume  is  to  begin  at  page  367. 
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The  houfe  proceeded  to  coniider  the  faid  report  at  the 
clerk's  table  ;  and  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  petitions  of 
Jlobert  Sage  and  of  Thomas  Hall,  being  again  read, 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitions  of  the  f^d  Ro- 
bert Sage  and  Thomas  Hall,  cannot  be  granted* 

The  committee  recommended  a  poflponement  of  the  other 
part  till  next  feflion,  as  it  was  too  late  in  the  prefent  one  to 
get  through  the  buiinefs. 

Mr.  Ames  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  reaftjns  of  poftpone- 
ment.  He  need  not  fay  how  important  the  commerce  of  Bof* 
ton  was.  Many  fhips,  and  what  was  yet  worfe,  many  lives 
had  been  loil.  The  buoys  would  probably  fave  in  one  feafonj^ 
more  than  the  whole  would  coft.  No  port  in  America  was  of 
more  difficult  accefs. 

Mr.  Swanwick  did  not  think  that  there  was  time  in  the 
prefent  feffion  for  entering  upon  the  buiinefs.  Belides,  he  was 
at  a  lofs  to  know,  where  the  money  fhould  come  from.  He 
wiftied  that  to  be  known  before  the  appropriations  were 
made. 

Mr.  Dearborne  faid,  that  the  whole  expence  would  not  be 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  There  were  a  great  va- 
riety of  iflands  and  fhoals,  and  only  a  light  houfe  for  the  di- 
reftion  of  fhipping. 

Mr.  Ames  obferved,  that  more  time  would  be  fpent  in  de- 
bating about  the  report,  than  would  have  been  reqiiiiite  for 
palling  a  bill.  As  to  the  fa£l  that  buoys  were  gre;;tly  vvrtiit- 
€d,  it  had  received  dreadful  confirmation.  No  harbour  in  the 
United  States  had  feen  fuch  tragedies  of  ihipwreck  in  ap- 
proaching to  it.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  houfe  would  re- 
fufethe  buoys.  By  a  delay,  thirty  times  the  value  of  fo  tri- 
fling an  expence  might  be  loft.  So  large  a  part  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue  was  colle<fted  from  that  harbour  as  juftly  entitled  it 
to  public  attention.  The  memorial  was  fj.gned  not  only  by 
the  marine  focicty  of  Boflen,  but  by  fo  many  other  reibe^ta- 
ble  name^,  and  which  were  known  by  fo  many  members  io 
that  houfe  to  be  refpe£labie,  that  he  could  notperfuadehjm- 
fuade  hinsfelf  of  the  houfe  fuffering  the  matter  to  go  by  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  Coit  moved  that  the  report  Ihould  be  re-committed 
he  could  not  help  thinking  it  a  floveniy  way  of  doing  buiin 
to  report  that  there  was  not  time.     The  committee  would  not 
have  required  longer  to  fay  what  v/as  their  opinion. 

The  report  was  re- committed. 
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Mr.  Swanwick,  froirl  the  committee  of  commerce  aiid 
manufa(n:ures,  prefeiited,  according  to  order,  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  an  a6t,  entitiiled  "  an  acSt  concerning  the  regifter- 
ing  and  recording  of  fnips  or  veilels  j"  and  to  an  aft,  enti- 
tuled  "  an  aft:  for  enrolling  and  licenfing  fhips  or  veflels  em- 
ployed in  the  coafting  trade  and  fifheries,  and  for  regulating 
the  fame,"  which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 
On  motion, 

The  faid  bill  was  read  the  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Coit,  from,  the  committee,  to  whom  v/as  referred,  a 
motion  of  the  firft  infiant,  relative  to  provilion,  by  law, 
under  fpecilic  reftriftions,  for  the  renewal  of  defbroyed 
certificates,  of  certain  defcriptions,  made  a  report,  which 
he  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  fame  was 
read,  as  followeth : 

'*  That  no  provifion  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the 
United  States,  for  the  renewal  of  deftroyed  certificates  of 
any  kind,  except  thofe  of  the  defcription  called  loan  office 
certificates,  and  thofe  called  final  fettlements. 

"  That  by  refolutions  of  congrefs  of  the  tenth  of  May, 
and  eighteenth  of  July,  1780,  provifion  was  made  for  the 
renewal  of  loan  oiHce  certificates  deftroyed,  on  proper  proof 
made  of  the  deftruftion  of  fuch  certificates,  to  the  olhcers 
of  the  treafury. 

«f  That  by  aft  of  congrefs,  of  the  24th  of  April,  1794, 
the  provifions  of  the  faid  aft  were  extended  to  certificates 
of  the  defcription  called  final  fettlements  i  other  regulations' 
were  made  refpefting  the  renewal  of  loan  office  certificates., 
and  thofe  called  final  fettlements  j  and  it  was  declared,  that 
all  claims  for  renewal  of  loan  office  certificates,  and  final 
fettlements,  not  prefented  at  the  treafury,  on  or  before  the 
firft  day  of  June,   1795,  fliouid  be  barred. 

«  That  by  aft  of  congrefs,  of  the  third  of  March,  1 795, 
all  certificates,  comm:only  called  loan  office  certificates,  final 
fettlements,  and  indents  of  intereft,  outftanding  at  the  time 
of  paffing  the  faid  aft-,  and  v/hich  fliould  not  be  prefented 
at  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  treafury,  on  or  before 
the  I  ft  day  of  January  1797,  were  declared  to  be  forever 
after  barred  or  precluded  from  fettlement  or  allowance. 

"  That  moft  of  the  cafes  where  certificates  of  the  pub- 
tx  debt  are  faid  to  have  been  deftroyed,  took  place  long  be- 
fore the  paffing  of  the  faid  aft  of  the  24th  of  April,  1794-, 
and  probably  a  great  proportion  of  them,  before  the  palhng 
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of  the  faid  refolution  of  the  loth  of  May,  1780^  from' 
Which  circumftance,  as  well  ais  the  nature  of  the  fubje£t,  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impofhble,  at  this  time, 
to  guard  againft  fraud  and  impofition,  fhould  further  pro- 
vifion  be  made  for  renewing  them ;  and  the  committee  can- 
not find  ftronger  reafons  in  favour  of  keeping  in  force  the 
ftatutes  of  limitations,  in  relation  tb  any  clafs  of  claims^ 
than  to  that  contemplated  in  the  refolution  referred  to  them : 
—They  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  houfe  ought 
not  to  agree  to  the  fame." 

The  houfe  proceeded  to  confider  the  faid  feport ;  and  the 
fame  being  again  read,  was,  on  the  queftidn  put  thereupon^' 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe> 

Ayes  49. 

Noes  37.' 

Thofe  who  voted  iri  the  aifirmativc,  are, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 
Abraham  Baldwin, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Thcbphilus  Bradbur}'j 
Richard  Brenti 
Nathan  Bryan^ 
Daniel  Buck, 
Thoma^  Claiborne^ 
Jofhua  Coit, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
William  Coopetj 
James  Davenport^ 
AbielFofter, 
Dwight  Fofter^ 
Jefie  Franklin, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
William  B.  Grove, 
Wade  Hampton, 
George  Hancock^ 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
Thomas  Hartley, - 
Jonathan  N.  Havens^ 
John  Heath, 
Andrew  Jackfon, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 


George  Leonard^' 
Matthew  Locke, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
William  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon/ 
f  rancis  Malbone, 
John  Milledge, 
Jofiah  Parker^ 
John  Patten, 
Francis  Prefton, 
John  S.  Sherburne,' 
Thompfon  J,  Skinnet| 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smithy 
Ifaac  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
William  St^udwick^ 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
MatkThomfonv 
Xofepli  B.  Varniim, 
Abraham  Venable, 
Peleg  Wadfworth,  and 
John  Williams^ 
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Thofe  who  voted  in  the  negative^  are, 

David  Bard,  James  Holland, 

Demfey  Burges,  Aftdrew  Moore, 

Gabriel  Chriftie,  Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg^ 

John  Clopton,  Anthony  New, 

WilHam  Craik,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 

Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Page, 

Henry  Dearborn,  Elifha  R.  Potter, 

George  Dent,  John  Reed, 

George  Ege,  John  Richards, 

William  Findiey,  Ps^obert  Rutherford, 

Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun»          Samuel  Sewall, 

Albert  Gallatin,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 

Nicholas  Gilman,  Samuel  Smith, 

Henry  Glen,  Richard  Sprigg,  jun, 

Chriftopher  Greenup,  George  Thatcher, 

Andrew  Gregg,  Richard  Thomas, 

Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  John  E.  Van  Alien,  and 

John  Hathorn,  Richard  Winn, 
William  Hindman, 

Mr.  Swanwick,  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufaftures,  to  whom  was  re-committed,  on  the  30th  ultimo^ 
the  bill  relative  to  the  compenfations  of  certain  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  colleftion  of  the  duties  of  impolls  and  ton- 
nage, reported  an  ariiendatory  bill  relative  to  ^he  compen- 
fations of  certain  officers  employed  in  the  coileftion  of  im- 
poil  and  tonnage,  which  was  received,  and  read  the  firft 
time. 

The  faid  bill  was  read  the  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
coitimitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  on  wednef-- 
day  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  ~W.  Smith, 

Refolvedf  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  m«an&,  to 
whom  it  was  referred,  6n  the  2 ill  of  December  laltv  to  en- 
quire and  report  v/hether  any,  or  what  alterations  are  necef- 
fary  in  the  laws,  to  enfore  the  payme-'tot  monies  due  from 
the  various  revenue  officers  of  the  LTiirted  Stafees,  be  ui- 
flruiSled  to  report  thereon,  by  bill,  or  otlierwif.% 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
prefented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  to  provide  more  effec- 
tually for  the  fettlement  of  accounts  between  the  ^United 
States  and  receivers  of  public  money,  xvhich  was  received, 
and  read  the  firil  time. 
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On  niotioii, 

The  faid  bill  was  read  the  fscond  time,  and  ordered  t6 
he  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  hcufe,  on  friday 
next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.   Gallatin, 

Refih'j£(J,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repeahng  the  reftri£lion  in  the  fifty  fixth 
feftion  of  the  aft,  entitled  "  an  a£f  repealing  after  the  lafl 
day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  diftilled 
fpirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in  their 
ftead  J  and  alfo,  upon  fpirits  diftilled  in  the  United  States, 
and  for  appropriating  the  fame,"  fo  far  as  the  faid  reftrifti- 
on  refpe£ts  any  domeftic  4iftiUed  fpirits,  which  may  be  ex- 
ported fi;am  the  diflrift;  of  Louifville,  in  the  flate  of  Ken- 
tucky, or  from  any  diftrift  which  may  be  hereafter  efta- 
blifhed  on  the  rivers  Mifliffippi  or  Ohio,  or  the  branches 
thereof,  and  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwife. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Coit,  and  Mr.  Skin- 
ner, be  appomted  a  committee^  purfuant  to  the  faid  refo- 
iution. 

The  houfe  .in  2  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  regu-.' 
jating  the  military  eftablifnment,  Mr.  Dent  in  the  chair,  and 
the  motion  for  flriking  out  the  claufe  relative  4:0  the  three 
regiments  of  infantry,  for  the  purpofe  oi  inferting  four, 
being  under  confideratioG ; 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  he  did  not  intend  to  have  fpoken  again 
on  this  fubjed:,  had  it  not  been  for  fome  obfervations  which 
had  fallen  from  a  gentleman  (Mr.  S,  Smith)  from  Maryland. 
That  gentleman  had  qbferved,  that  the  retaining  the  four 
regiments  would  not  produce  as  many  troops  2s  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  1792,  which  had  been  contended  for  by  him.  Let 
us,  faid  Mr.  Williams,  compare  the  pay  of  the  troops  in 
J  792,  with  the  eilimate  for  the  prefent  year.  The  pay  of 
jthe  troops  in  the  year  1792  was  147,771  dollars  11  cents. 
The  eftimate  for  the  prefent  year  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  is 
246,970  dollars  31  cents,  it  the  claufe  is  ftruck  out.  In  this 
calculation,  however,  is  the  allowance  of  the  major-generai 
3nd  his  aids  to  the  time  they  were  to  be  continued  j  but, 
^•hen  we  add  the  pay  of  the  brigadier-general  and  others,  in 
the  bill  before  us,  we  may  calculate  at  leait  on  2  s  0,000  dol- 
lars. If  then,  faid  Mr.  Williams,  we  have  not  as  many 
troops  now  as  we  had  in  1792,  how  comes  this  vaii  augmei  •» 
tation  of  p^y  i  But  the  gentleman  had  omitted  to  me-jtiorx 
the  twelve  companies  of  artillery,  which,  with  the  great  ad* 
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4ition  of  officers  in  confequence  of  the  changing  the  efta- 
blifhment,    was  the  caufe.      And,  faid  Mn  Williams,  the 
fyftem  which  he  had  propofed  the  other  day  to  reduce  the 
four  regiments  of  infantry  to  two,  on  the  fame  principle  as 
the  eftabhfhment  in  the  year  1792,  would  have  lefTened.  the 
expenfe,  and  had  an  equal  force  •,  but  this  was  overruled. 
The  changing  the  eftablifhment  of  1 792,  if  the  motion  is 
agreed  to,  will  be  an  addition  of  one  brigadier-general  and 
the  officers  annexed  thereto,    two  lieutenant-colonels  com- 
mandant, two  majors,  two  paymafters,  two  furgeons,  fpur 
furgeon's  mates,  eight  captains,  eight  lieutenants,  and  eight 
enfign§.      Yet,  fays  that  gentleman,  we  fhall  not  have  as 
many  troops  as  in'  1792.     Where  then  is  the  propriety  in 
alking  us,  faid  he,  to  agree  to  the  motion  ?  If  the  claufe 
jOtands  in  the  bill,  have  we  now  more  troops  than  will  com- 
plete the  fixteen  companies  of  artillery,  which  is  992  exclu- 
sive of  officers,  and  th^ee  regiments  of  infantry,  agreeably 
to  the  eftablifhment  of   the   28th  of    May,    1796,    which 
amounts  to  1506,   non-commiffioned  officers,  mulicians  and 
privates;  which  being  added  together,  makes  2498,  exclu- 
five  of  officers.     If  thefe  are  nearly  the  number  now  in  fer- 
vice,  as  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  cafe  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maflachufetts  (Mr.  Dearborn)  which  hj  the  by  is  all  the  in- 
formation we  have,  why  augment  that  number  ?  We  find  in 
the  eftimates  16,000  dollars  for  bounties,  premium   to  offi- 
cers,  &c.     Should  the  redu£lion  take  place,  the  greater  part 
of  this  fum  would  not  be  wanted.    The  expenfes  of  the  hof- 
pital  department  in  the  year  1792,  w^as  4,835   dollars  67 
cent?  ;  in  the  eftimate  for  the  prefent  year  it  is  30,000  dol- 
lars.    In  fhort,  faid  Mr.  Williams,  let  gentlemen  turn  over 
the  eftimates,  arid  paufe  for  a  moment,  and  he  was  confi- 
dent the  motion  would  not  obtain. 

If  the  bill  is  paiTed  as  repor|:ed,  we  fliall  then  have  one 
brigadier-general,  one  quarter-mafter-generai,  one  infpedlor- 
general,  one  paymafter-generai,  four  lieutenant-colonels 
commandant,  ten  majors,  four  furgecns.  eighteen  furgeons' 
mates,  one  principal  artificer,  one  fecpnd  artificer,  four  pay-„ 
mafters,  five  adjutants,  forty-two  captains,  fixty-eight  lieu- 
tenants, twenty-four  enfigns ;  total  j86  officers,  and  2493 
non-commiffioned  officers,  muficians  and  privates.  Thele, 
he  contended,  were  fufficient  for  a  peace  eilabUlhnient^  r.nd 
to  be  ftationed  as  lx>llows  :^— On  the  fea-coaft  fix  ccmpaiiies  -, 
in  Georgia  fi*ve  companies ;  in  Tenneffiee  three  companicv^  5 
'^t  the  Natchcs  three   companies  -,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
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Ohio  one  company ;  near  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  one  com- 
pany ;  on  lake  Michegan  two  companies  ;  Michaliraackinac 
two  companies;  Detroit  four  companies;  fort  on  the  Mia-. 
mi  one  company ;  fort  Wayne,  &c.  two  companies  ;  Pref- 
<]ue  Ifle  one  company  ;  Niagara  four  companies  ;  Ofwego 
one  company  ;  fort  Franklin,  &c.  on  the  Allegany  one  com- 
pany; fort  Hamilton,  &c.  three  companies;  total  forty 
companies,  which  is  according  to  the  eftablifhment  by  the 
bilL 

Mr.  Williams  faid  that  the  number  of  troops  eftimated 
by  the  fecretary  of  war  to  be  kept  at  Detroit,  was  about  a 
regiment.  This,  he  fuppofed,  was  in  confequence  of  its 
being  faid,  that  a  number  of  inhabitants  adjacent  thereto 
were  unfriendly.  If  this  was  the  cafe,  which  he  did  not  be- 
lieve, they  muil  in  June  or  July  next,  by  the  treaty,  either 
remove  or  be  confidered  as  American  citizens ;  fo  that  in 
either  cafe  the  number  contemplated  would  not  be  wanted. 

Mr.  Williams  faid  he  was  perfuaded  that  the  number  of 
officers  and  men  contained  in  the  bill  before  them,  was 
adequate  to  a  peace  eftablifhment.  Had  the  gentleman's 
motion  been  for  an  additional  battallion  of  artillerifts,  it 
would,  in  our  prefent  (ituation,  have  had  weight  with  him ; 
beeaufe  the  duty  of  the  artillery  is  not  merely  mechanical, 
but  requires  to  be  ftudied.  If  this  is  omitted,  and  any  dif- 
ficulty were  to  arife,  the  want  of  experience  would  be  detri- 
mental ;  for,  if  y/e  are  inexperienced,  the  bufinefs  muft  be 
put  in  the  hands  of  foreign  adventurers,  foldiers  of  fortune. 
If,  then,  we  can  make  a  faving  in  the  infantry,  and  augment 
Qur  defence  on  the  fea-coaft,  by  improving  our  fortifications, 
and  in  the  prote6tion  of  our  commerce,  ought  we  not  to 
embrace  it  ?  Have  not  that  clafs  of  our  citizens,  who  have 
laid  out  vaft  fums  in  buildings,  &c.  in  our  capitals,  a  demand 
on  us  for  proteftion  ;  and  in  doing  this  are  we  not  fecuring 
our  revenue  ?  What  is  the  fijtuation  of  our  fortifications^' 
harbours,  &c.  Are  they  not  in  ii  fituation  truly  difcouraging 
to  the  citizens  ?  It  is  0  duty  incumbent  on  us  to  purfue  cveTJj^ 
necefTary  and  prudent  meafure  to  encourage  their  induftry 
and  ufefulnefg. 

The  motion  before  us,  faid  Mr.  WilHams,  is  for  a  defence, 
where  it  is  declared,  by  thofe  who  are  moft  likely  to  be  in 
danger  if  any  difBcuity  fhould  arife  with  the  Indians,  no  dan- 
ger is  to  be  apprehended.  Who  then  is  this  force  to  benefit  ? 
•The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Coit)  ?  He  would  en- 
sure him  from   the  depredation  of  the  Indians  ;  for,  when 
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they  were  aided  by  Burgoyne's  army^  they  did  not  get  -within 
one  hundred  miles  of  that  gentleman  ;  and  if  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  is  under  any  apprehenfion,  thofe  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Pennfylvania  will  check  any  invafion  towards  them. 
He  was  forry  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Conne<fl-iciJt  make 
the  motion,  becaufe  he  had  generally  found  hin\  nn  econo- 
mift.  It  was  but  a  few  days  fmce  he  moved  to  ilrike  out  a 
few  dollars  for  a  door-keeper,  whiift  this  item  would  fave 
at  leaft  ico,ooo  dollars.  Mr.  WiUiams  obferved,  that  the 
gentlemen  in  favour  of  the  motion  had  two  objedliions  to  the 
claufe.  The  one  was  they  were  afraid  of  the  Indians,  an(i 
the  other  that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  difcharge  the  officers. 
With  refpedf  to  the  Hrft,  faid  Mr.  Williams,  unlefg  that 
gentleman  can  make  it  appear  it  is  for  the  interell  of  the 
Indians  to  go  to  war,  he  could  not  entertain  an  idea  that  it 
would  be  the  cafe  ;  and  if  it  were  fo,  what  would  that  efla- 
bliflmient  be  towards  the  defence  of  this  country  ?  If  a  war 
was  to  be  apprehended,  are  the  troops  we  now  have  properly 
f Rationed  ?  Not  even  a  fergeant's  guard  is  contempjated  in 
the  paper  from  the  fecretary  of  war,  on  or  near  lake  Cham- 
plain.  They  had  no  troops,  nor  were  there  any  on  the  fron- 
tier, from  the  lea  in  the  province  of  Maine  to  Ofwego,  The 
rnilitia,  he  conceived,  were  the  bell  troops  on  the  frontiers, 
and  the  difciplined  troops  on  the  fea-coaft.  The  latter  ought 
to  be  chiefly  artillery. 

With  refped:  to  tlie  reduction  of  the  officers^  it  is  only  to 
examine  the  different  laws  by  which  they  were  created  of- 
fi  :ers,  in  which  we  find  there  is  an  uniformity  of  fentiment, 
mat  they  are  only  to  ferve  a  given  time,  but  any  part,  or  the 
whole,  to  be  difcharged  when  not  wanted.  The  fecond  and 
third  fections  of  the  aft  of  the  9th  of  May,  1794,  prohibit 
any  enliftment  after  three  years  from  the  time  of  paiiing  the 
ad:  ;  and  in  the  fixtc^enth  fection  of  the  fame  adl  it  is  de- 
.clared,  the  preiident  may  order  tiie  forbearance  to  raiie  or 
to  difcharge  any  part,  &c.  From  theie  obfervations,  it  ap- 
pears the  oihcers  knew  when  they  were  appointed,  upon  what 
principle  the  appointment  took  placp,  and  it  was  optional  for 
them  to  accept  or  not.  It  is  a  poor  compliment  paid  to  an 
officer  to  be  told,  "  Sir,  your  fervice  is  vo  longer  wanted, 
but,  fearing  you  cannot  lupport  yourfeli,  v/e  .will  fuppprt 
you."  Let  us,  faid  Mr.  WiUiamSj  pay  tijem  well  for  a  rea- 
sonable time,  and  give  them  a  chance  to  enter  into  a  bufincis 
more  ferviceable  to  the  community  5  and  even  m  this  caje 
.^vs   fliall   five  the  fubfiilent^l,^,C:f';Mr,.-Wji]iains  ohf-rvcd. 
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'rliat  he  was  apprehenfive  we  fhould  do  the  officers  much 
greater  injury  to  keep  them  in  fervice,  and  not  pay  them  j 
for,  faid  he,  in  taking  the  yeas  and  nays,  he  had  obferved 
that  gentleman  had  voted  to  retain  the  payment  and  had  op- 
pofed  the  direct  tax.  If  gentlemen's  obiervations  are  to  be 
relied  on,  that  the  laying  on  more  duties  on  impofts  will  not 
augment  the  revenue,  and  no  other  tax  is  agreed  on,  where 
is  the  money  to  come  from  to  pay  thefe  troops  *,  for  his  part, 
he  faw  the  difficulty.  The  feffion  is  fo  near  the  ciofe,  faid 
he,  that  little  can  be  expelled  to  be  raifed  this  year  by  a 
direct  tax.  The  difficulty  of  arranging  fuch  a  law,  the 
paffing  of  it  this  feffion  was  doubtful.  If,  Mr.  Williams 
faid,  the  bill  was  according  to  his  wiffi,  he  fhould  vote  againft 
it,  if  the  produce  thereof  was  to  be  appropriated  to  troops 
which  he  conceived  were  not  wanted.  Dire£l  taxes  never 
ought  to  be  impofed,  unlefs  our  commerce  is  interrupted, 
or  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  difcharging  the  national  debt. 

Mr.  Cooper  faid  he  highly  approved  of  faving  money,  and 
was  no  friend  to  ftanding  armies ;  but,  when  it  was  propofed 
to  difbarid  a  part  of  our  little  army,  for  the  purpofe  of  fav- 
ing money,  and  that  at  the  expenfe  of"  a  reproach  upon  the 
nation,  he  could  not  content  himfelf  by  giving  a  filent  vote 
upon  the  occafion.  When  they  were  about  to  ftarve  their 
J)ublic  officers,  by  refufmg  to  advance  their  falaries ;  when 
they  talked  of  (topping  the  building  of  our  frigates,  and  fuf- 
fering  them  to  rot  upon  the  flocks  ;  when  they  were  propof- 
ing  to  difcharge  one  regiment  of  our  infantry  out  of  four — 
he  thought  fuch  meafurcs  were  difhonourable  to  the  United 
States  as  an  independent  nation,  who  had  friends  and  aUies 
with  gre.-.t  and  refpetlable  nations,  who  might  read  that  the 
legillature  of  this  country  was  engaged  in  difcuffing  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a  faving  in  its  expenfes,  by  ftriking  off  400 
men  from  its  army.  Wonderful  calculation  !  to  fay  that 
tliree  regiments  are  ncceffiiry,  but  that  four  are  not. 

Notwithftanding  this  Calculation,  he  fhould  make  a  different 
one,  which  he  thought  would  juflify  him  in  voting  for  the 
prefent  m.otion.  If  it  was  true,  what  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Williams)  had  ilated  lall  feffion,  that  great  advantages  were 
to  arife  from  a  trade  v/ith  Canada  (and  he  believed  it  were) 
it  followed,  that  we  required  as  many  troops  to  keep  poffi^f- 
ilon  of  the  pods  formerly  occupied  by  the  Britifii,  as  were 
employed  in  them  by  them,  oi"  more,  becaufe,  he  faid,  we 
muil  make  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  on  the  margin  of  our 
country.     He  hoped,  therefore,  his  colleague  vYould  be  coiv 
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viticed  of*  the  impolicy  of  ftrikirig  off  one  regiment  from  our 
prefent  eflablifhment.  Befides,  he  faid,  if  we  were  thus  to 
ftrike  off  our  officers,  we  fhould  not  find  men  ambitious  ta 
ferve  us  in  future,  when  our  neceffities  might  need  them. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  the  committee  had  frequently  been 
called  upon  to  give  an  account  of  the  polls  in  which  the 
men  were  to  be  ftationed,  and  the  number  which  could  be 
required.  They  had  found  it  difficult  to  obtain  information 
©n  this  fubje£l.  The  fccretary  of  war  had  given  them  only 
the  pofls  heretofore  occupied,  with  a  number  of  men  em- 
ployed. He  had,  however,  obtained  other  information, 
which  he  believed  pretty  correO:,  with  refpe£l  to  the  pofls- 
neceffary  to  be  garrifoned  in  future,  and  the  number  of  meis 
required  for  each.     He  faid  they  were  as  follows  : 


Otfego 

62 

Niagara 

124 

Prefqu'Ifle 

124 

Detroit 

248 

Michaelimaekinac 

124 

Chicago 

124 

Opie 

62 

Pifcats 

124 

Maffac 

62 

Fort  Knox 

62 

Port  Wafhington 

62 

Pittfburg  and  Franklin 

124 

Fort  Wayne 

186 

Walnut  Hills 

62 

Natchez 

248 

South  Wellern  Territory 

124 

Georgia 

372 

Total,  2,294 

In  1792,  Mr.  S.  faid,  the  eflimate  was  5920  infantry  a:nd^ 
300  artillery,  making  2220,  and,  according  to  the  prefent 
eflablifhment,  he  faid,  there  were 

Four  regiments  of  Infantry,  which,  when  full,  are       1,984 
One  do.  Artillery,  764 


2,74s 
This  was  under  a  fuppofition  that  the  regiments  were  al- 
ways complete,  and  therefore  if  1 5  per  cent,  were  dedudled 
it  would  give  the  real  number.  The  lifl  he  had  given  con- 
templated nearly  an  equal  number  of  men  for  the  Southern 
and  Northern  Frontier. 
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The  gentleiiian  from  New  York  (Mr.  Williams)  had  made 
fome  oiDJe£lions  v/liich  it  might  be  neceiTary  to  notice.  He  had 
ilated  the  pay  of  the  eflablifhment  in  1792  to  be  147,000 
dollars  ;  but  he  would  recollect  that  then  the  pay  of  the  men 
was  only  three  dollars  a  month,  whilft  at  prefent  it  was  four. 
He  fliould  alfo  recolleffc  that  there  were  now  fix  companies, 
of  artillery  more  than  1792  ;  and  if  he  took  this  variation  of 
price,  with  that  of  a  dollar  a  month,  it  would  be  found  to 
come  to  much  the  fame  thing.  There  was  a  great  difference 
alfo  in  the  price  of  rations^  Flour  at  Pittfburg  was  then  at 
three  dollars,  now  it  was  eight  or  ten.  Beef  and  all  other 
fupplies  were  in  the  fame  proportion,  and  Llierefore  no  won- 
der need  be  made  at  the  difference  of  price,  as  it  arofe  out 
of  the  natural  courfe  of  things.  There  was  a  great  differ- 
ence alfo  in  the  pHce  of  cloathing,  for,  firice  1791,  the  duty 
upon  articles  imported  had  been  nearly  doubled; 

When  the  gentleman  from  New  York  fpoke  of  the  mili- 
tia as  a  proper  defeiice  for  the  frontier,  he  contemplated  his 
own  fituation  only.  The  diftance  between  the  frontier  and 
parts  where  any  militia  could  be  had,  was  too  great  to  think 
of  wholly  relying  upon  them  j  in  fome  cafes  upwards  of 
three  hundred  miles.  It  was  in  a  few  parts  only,  where  mi- 
litia could  be  called  upon.  He  had  heard  with  pleafure,  fome 
days  ago,  what  the  gentlem.an  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Page)  had 
£iid  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  pod  which  was  cut  off  by  the  In- 
dians in  1 79 1,  owing  to  its  being  too  \'^/ealdy  garrifoned. 
The  Spaniards  had  alfo  fuffered  a  fimilar  lofs  from  the  fame 
caufe.  This  was  the  way,  he  faid,  in  v/hicli  experience  was 
purchafed ;  and  if  the  people  murmured  at  fuch  events,  they 
could  tell  them  they  had  afted  from  economy. 

The  gentleman  had  fpoken  of  the  fix  regiments  being  re- 
duced to  four  lafi:  fefiioHi  They  were  not  really  reduced^ 
but  newly  organized,  and  fixed  as  a  permanent  eftablifhmenti 
How  could  officers,  therefore,  contemplate  a  difcharge  at 
the  end  of  fix  months.  They  could  not  poflibly  ;  and  he 
trufi:ed  they  ihould  have  more  fteadinefs  than  now,  to  change 
what  they  had  then  fixed. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wifned  to  make  a  remark  or  tv/o  upon  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentlem.an  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith.) 
He  thought,  by  his  ftatement,  he  had  brought  the  matter  to 
iffue.  If  from  the  flatement  of  the  pofts  which  that  gentle- 
man had  produced,  he  could  Ihev/  feveral  of  them  to  be  un- 
neceffary,  and  which  never  had  been  thought  of  till  Jately,^ 
n  would  be  a  conclunve  proof  that  as  many  men  a§  were 
Vol,  XL  B  3 
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cftlmated  to  be  ncceflary  for  them,-  might  be  dedu£led  fronf 
the  number  which  that  gentleman  fuppofed  to  be  necefiary^ 
and  leave  a  fufficient  number  behind. 

Chicago,  at  the  fouth  end  of  lake  Michegan,  near  th^ 
head  of  the  Illinois  riter  j  Opie  on  the  river  Illinois,  and 
Cafchatca  near  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river,  would  not 
be  neceflary.  Yf hilft  we  had  a  chain  of  polls  from  fort 
Wayne  to  Detroit,  there  was  no  occafion  for  any  one  the 
outfide  of  thefe.  If  it  were  faid  they  were  for  the  fake  of 
trade,  he  would  anfwer  that  if  they  were  not  there,  the  In- 
dians would  come  forward  to  the  neareft  pod.  Thefe  were 
new  eftablifhments,  and  the  troops  might  well  be  faved  that 
were  intended  for  thefe  pofts. 

Agai^  on  the  MifhfTippi.  He  agreed  it  would  be  proper 
to  have  a  poft  at  the  Natchez,  but  why  at  Walnut  hills  i 
There  was  not  a  fingle  inhabitant  within  five  hundred  miles 
of  that  place. 

Thefe  deduftions  would  make  a  faving  of  fix  companies. 
In  the  next  place,  the  four  companies  propofed  for  Otfego, 
Franklin,  Pittfburg  and  Wafhington,  were  unneceflary. 
Thefe,  he  faid,  were  fettlements,  and  flood  in  need  of  no 
military  to  defend  them.  The  only  plea  for  feme  of  thefe 
polls  was  to  keep  up  a  communication  between  the  Ohio 
and  the  lakes ;  but  this  might  be  done  by  a  ftorekeeper,  as 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  thought  neceflary  to  have  a  pofi: 
tvith  troops  wherever  they  fixed  a  flore. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  he  fhould  not  enter  into  detail  with  re- 
fye€t  to  any  of  the  pofts  already  in  polieiTion  of  the  United 
States.  He  would  take  it  for  granted  that  the  ftatement  was 
right.  It  was  enough  to  fay  that  thofe  which  he  had  menti- 
oned might  be  done  without. 

The  gentlema.n  from  Maryland  had  made  a  fmall  miftate- 
ment  with  refpe^l  to  the  artillery.  He  had  flated  the  pre- 
fent  artillery  at  764  men,  whereas  they  coniifted  of  992  non- 
commiflloned  officers  and  privates.  It  was  from  thence  ii. 
refulted  (to  which  he  alluded  the  other  day)  that  our  eila- 
blliJiment,  if  reduced  to  three  regiments,  would  be  greater 
than  it  was  in  1792.  It  was  then  two  regiments  of  960 
men  each  and  one  battallion  of  artillery,  whereas  at  prefent 
we  fliouid  have  had  three  regiments  of  infantry  of  480  men 
each,  and  four  battallions  of  artillery. 

He  fiiould  not  make  any  further  obfervations  at  prefent^ 
as  his  only  intention  was  to  remark  upon  the  fuatement 
which  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 
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-  Mr.  Cooper  faid  there  feemed  to  be  a  mi  (lake  in  con- 
founding Ofwego  with  Otfego ,  the  former  was  a  fettled 
•pLicej  but  not  the  latter* 

Mr.  Rutherford  was  forry  to  hear  the  gentlemen  perfevere 
en  this  occafion  to  keep  up  a  military  force.  As  for  his  part, 
he  faid  iie  was  a  rough  ~Son  of  Nature?  and  fhould  not  pre- 
tend to  jAiSi^tQ  to  gentlemen  of  information;  but  he  muft 
i>e  permitted  to  deliver  his  fentiments  in  his  own  plain  way. 
Where,  faid  he,  is  the  great  characters  of  1776  ?  How  are 
We  changed  in  the  fpace  of  fourteen  years  !  Then,  every 
man  was  ready  to  defend  his  country  -,  but  now  we  v/ere 
calling  out  in  the  tone  of  women,  Save  this  great  confedera- 
tion, by  the  fkeieton  of  a  fourtli  regiment  of  infantry  and 
two  troops  of  hcrfe  !"  When,  faid  he,  we  can  raife  200,000 
generous  republicans,  and  1 00,000  on  horfeback ;  when  the 
people  are  double  and  trible  to  what  they  were  during  the 
revolution,  and  yet  fhall  we  cry  out,  "  O  fave  us,  witn  a 
few  hired  troops !" 

Kow  would  Warren  and  Mercer,  with  a  long  train  of 
heroes  now  no  more,  bluih  for  their  degraded  fons,  were 
they  now  to  behold  them  in  their  cry  for  a  flanding  army  ! 
The  people,  faid  he,  loath  the  idea  of  fuch  a  thing ;  and 
when  it  is  coniidered  what  a  fcene  of  idlenefs  and  its  con- 
fequent  vices,  fuch  an  eftabliihment  furnifhes,  all  good  citi- 
zens ought  to  ioath  it. 

Mr.  Holland  faid  four  reafons  had  bees  urged  for  the 
prefent  motion  ;  the  firil,  was  as  being  neceffary  to  defend 
our  frontiers  againft  the  favages  *,  the  fecond  for  the  pur- 
jpofe  of  keeping  up  military  difcipline^^  >the  third,  in  order 
to  keep  up  an  experienced  fet  of  -officers  ;  the  fourth,  as 
it  refpe£i:ed  our  chief  magiilrate  eiedl:.  As  he  had  been 
anticipated  in  fome  of  his  obfervations,  he  ihould  be  as  con- 
cife  as  polhble  in  what  he  oiFered  to  the  confideration  of  the 
committee. 

With  refpeft  to  defending  the  frontier,  it  was  altogether 
matter  of  opinion,  as  to  what  number  of  troops  were  ne- 
ceffary for  that  purpofe.  No  two  gentlemen  feemed  to 
agree  on  this  point.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
prefented  them  with  a  lift  of  the  polls  neceiiary  to  be  gar- 
rifoned,  and  the  number  of  men  requilite  for  each;  but 
the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  had  fliewn  feveral  of  them 
,to  be  unneceiTary,  and  he  muft  own  that  he  coincided  in 
x>pinion  with  that  gentleman,  becaufe  knowing  him  to  live 
Jipon  the  frontier,  he  believed  him  to  be  a  much  better  judge 


(        jSo         ) 

of  what  was  neceflary  for  its  defence^  than  any  gentleman 
who  lived  at  a  diftance.  Arguments  for  increafing  military 
ftrength  on  our  frontier,  did  not  come  with  a  good  grace 
from  gentlemen  who  lived  far  removed  from  danger.  If 
gentlemen  who  wtYQ  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  were  fatis- 
fied,  he  thought  thofe  who  lived  at  a  diltance  might  make 
themfelves  eafy  on  the  fubje£f. 

When  the  quefhion  was  before  the  houfe  the  other  day, 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  voted  for  the  reduGion  of  the 
four  regiments  to  three.  Georgia  had  an  extenlive  frontier^ 
yet,  it  feemed,  they  did  no^:  think  this  additional  regiment 
heceflary.  South  Carolina  had  no  frontier.  The  fcate  of 
Teneflee  had  a  large  frontier,  and  he  believed  the  member 
from  that  ftate  had  voted  for  the  redu£f  ion.  Kentucky  was 
alfo  furrounded  by  favages.  That  ftate  was  alfo  interefled 
in  the  keeping  up  of  a  fbanding  force,  as  it  afforded  a  mar- 
ket for  their  produce  j  yet  one  of  the  gentlemen  from  that 
ftate  voted  againft  the  fourth  regiment.  The  ftates  of  Penn- 
fylvania  and  New  York  had  frontiers,  yet  the  gentlemen 
living  upon  them  had  voted  for  decreafmg  the  military  force. 
This  evidence  was  fo  ftrong  to  his  mind,  that  the  three  re~ 
giments  would  be  fufficient,  that  he  fliould  certainly  vote 
iagainft  the  prefent  motion. 

With  refpeiSl  to  difcipline,  troops  placed  at  fuch  a  diflance 
from  each  other  as  thefe  would  be,  could  anfwer  but  little 
purpofe  in  this  way. 

In  reference  to  the  officers  which  a  reduction  would  dif- 
place,  it  was  true  fome  derangement  would  be  occafioned  j 
and  he  fuppofed  they  might  not  altogether  be  fatisfied  with 
it  j  but  the  queftion  vv^as,  are  they  neceffary  ?  If  not,  they 
ought  to  be  difmiifed,  and  they  Ihould  rather  rejoice  than 
otherwife  that  the  country  is  in  a  ftate  to  do  without  them. 
He  fhould  think  no  man  of  fpirit  would  chufe  to  receive 
his  country's  money,  Avhen  he  was  fenfible  his  fervices  were 
not  wanted. 

With  refpe£f  to  v^hat  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  as  to  the  efFeft  a  redudliion  of  the  military  force 
might  h^ve  upon  our  new  Preiident,  viz.  that  if  any  difaf- 
ter  were  to  happen  to  this  country,  it  would  be  laid,  if 
George  Wafhington  had  been  at  the  liehii,  fuch  a  mistor- 
tune  would  not  have  happened.  Who,  he  aiked,  would 
fay  this  ?  Only  fuch  as  took  a  fiiperficial  view  of  the  ^'nat- 
ter. This  was  a  ftrange  kind  of  reafoning.  He  did  not 
think  it  ncgcflary  to  keep  up  a  fourth  regiment  on  this 
oround. 
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.  Taking  thefe  four  reafons  together,  they  amounted  to  no- 
thinrr,  but  that  a  large  miUtary  eilablifhnnent  was  wifhed  to 
be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  •,  and  he  believed  any  military 
they  might  conclude  to  have,  might  as  well  remain  in  the 
fea  ports  as  go  upon  the  frontiers,  as  they  were  of  little  ufe 
in  protecting  the  frontiers.  Men  placed  in  fuch  pofts  feU 
dorn  went  farther  from  their  ftation  than  the  length  of  their 
gun-{hot,  whereas  the  militia  purfued  an  Indian,  when  he 
had  done  injury  to  himfelf  or  neighbour.  But  fome  gen- 
tlemen, perhaps,  think  the  m.ilitia  (liould  not  purfue  the  In» 
dians  in  this  way,  when  they  com.m.it  murders  on  the  fron- 
tiers, but,  for  his  own  part,  if  an  Indian  were  to  come  in- 
to his  neighbourhood  and  do  him  a  material  injury,  he 
fhould  purfue  him. 

Mr.  Holland  faid,  they  ought  at  this  time,  to  be  very 
careful  how  they  expended  the  public  money.  On  this  ac- 
count, he  thought  it  was  unneceflary  to  occupy  feveral  of 
the  pofts  which  had  been  mentioned  j  at  Detroit  and  the 
Natchez  poll  might  be  neceflary. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cooper)  had  faid 
all  the  pofts  fhould  be  garrifoned  as  ftrongly  as  they  were 
gatriioned  by  the  Britifh,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Murray)  had  compared  our  fituation  with  Ruflia.  He 
did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  compare  this  country  with  el= 
ther  of  thofe  nations,  nor  draw  our  neceflities  for  military 
force  from  them.  Our  citizens  were  always  ready  to  de» 
fend  themTelves,  and  wanted  not  the  examples  of  other  na- 
tions to  urge  them  to  their  duty. 

Mr.  H«ath  faid  he  was  not  in  the  houfe  when  this  fub- 
jeft  v/as  formerly  under  difcuflion ;  he  ftiould  wifli,  there- 
fore, to  give  a  few  reafons  why  he  fhould  vote  for  ftrik- 
ing  out  this  claufe.  The  only  reafons  given  for  retaining  it 
v/ere  two ;  one  on  account  of  public  economy,  and  the 
other  becaufe  it  was  not  neceflary  to  occupy  all  the  pofts 
Vv'hich  had  been  m.entioned. 

Economy,  he  faid,  was  of  great  confequence ;  he  was  an 
advocate  for  it.  He  knew  the  diftrelTed  fituation  of  the 
United-  States  for  money,  and  he  would  grant  that  it  was 
^  ^^ood  argument  againft  unneceflary  fpending  m_oney  *,  but 
he  was  afraid,  left  while  they  were  talking  about  peace  on 
the  frontier,  that  peace  fliould  be  broken.  For,  he  v/ould 
alk  any  gentleman  who  had  ever  attended  at  all  to  Indian  af- 
fairs, whether  ever  a  permanent  peace  could  be  had  with 
favages. .''  Nay,  he  faid,  it  could  not  be  expe(Sted,  flnce  even 
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European  nations  kept  peace  no  longer  tlian  wliilfl  Tt  fuited 
their  intereft. 

On  account  of  the  accefTion  of  territory  which  we  had 
gained  by  treaty,  it  was  neceflary  it  fhould  be  defended. 
,  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  for  us,  he  faid,  if  we  confined 
our  dominion  ;  but,  having  unfortunately  extended  it,  it 
was  neceflary  to  take  care  of  it.  Since  1792,  he  faid,  w^e 
had  gone  down  the  Milhffippi  more  than  500  miles,  and,  in 
confequence,  pofts  were  neceflary  to  be  kept  up  there.  Let 
us  advert,  faid  he,  to  this  circumftance,  and  fay  whether, 
when  four  regiments  were  neceflary  before  this  acceffion  of 
territory,  they  were  not  neceflary  now ;  if  they  yi^ere  necef- 
fary,  whether,  merely  from  a  fqu^amifh  economy,  they 
would  rejeft  one  of  them.  If  they  were  to  do  fo,  it  might 
prove  an  ill-timed  parflmony,  which  they  might  have  caufe 
to  repent  of. 

He  detefted  a  large  military  eftablifliment,  he  faid,  as 
much  as  his  colleague,  when  in  peace,  and  would  watch 
over  It  with  as  much  jealoufy ;  but  he  would  not  on  that 
account  refufe  to  keep  what  was  abfolutely  neceflary.  If 
four  regiments  were  agreed  to  be  kept  up,  he  faid  they 
would  never  be  full ;  and,  if  they  were  reduced  to  three, 
not  more  than  two  thirds  could  be  expected  to  be  always 
in  readinefs.  And  were  thefe,  he  aflved,  fuflicient  for  the 
defence  of  the  United  States?  He  denied  it,  and  thought 
the  time  an  extremely  improper  one  to  think  of  reducing 
the  military  efhablifhment.  If  it  were,  indeed,  to  increafc 
it,  he  might  object  to  the  meafure ;  but  when  it  was  mere- 
ly to  leave  it  in  flatu  quo,,  he  had  no  doubt  on  the  fubjecSl. 
Indeed,  were  they  to  make  the  propofed  reduftion,  it  was 
probable  the  Indians  might  hear  of  it,  and  it  might  have  the 
efFeft  to  encourage  them  to  make  war  upon  the  frontier  ; 
as  no  peace  could  be  faid  to  be  held  with  them,  at  heft  it 
could  only  be  called  a  truce. 

Mr.  Hartley  faid,  as  he  was  one  of  the  cortimlttee,  he 
thought  it  neceflary  to  fay  a  few  words  more  on  this  fub= 
jecl.  The  gentleman  who  had  been  up  had  faid,  it  was 
very  ftrange  that  the  militia  was  not  relied  upon.  This  fub- 
je£t,  he. faid,  had  frequently  been  brought  forward;  but  it 
had  been  thought  neceflary  to  have  regular  troops  on  the 
frontiers,  and  that  the  pofl:s  fliould  be  extended  into  the 
Indian  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  cultivating  harmony  with 
the  Indians.  He  fpoke  of  the  advantages  which 'would  be 
derived  from  the  fur  and  flvin  trade>  and  of  the  necefiity  of 
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ieeplng  up  pcfls  to  prote£l  that  trade.  It  had  been  faid 
that  the  pofts  at  Pittfburgh  and  Wafliington  were  unnecef- 
icirj  ',  but,  as  he  had  before  obferved,  the  men  could  be  em- 
ployed in  working  the  batteaux,   &c. 

The  eftabiilhment  laft  feffion,  he  faid,  was  confidered  as 
a  peace  eftabiifhment.  The  Prefident  ilnce  that  time,  had 
organized  the  troops ;  the  officers  and  men  had  been  order- 
ed to  their  ftations,  and  fome  of  them  had  already  reached 
their  deftination  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north,  not  ap- 
prehending that  as  foon  as  they  were  fairly  arrived  there^ 
they  would  hazard  being  difcharged  from  their  fervice,  and 
left  to  get  home  as  they  could. 

He  was  for  economy,  he  faid,  but  he  was  alfo  for  fup- 
porting  the  government  of  our  country  j  fuch  a  number  of 
troops  as  were  convenient,  and  which  prevented  our  citi- 
z««s  from  being  too  often  called  upon,  he  was  iupporting ; 
and  it  was  a  little  extraordinary  that  gentlemen  from  the 
frontiers  fliould  be  fo  much  in  favour  of  calling  out  their 
fellow-citizens  to  the  frontiers  for  the  purpofe  of  defending 
them  againft  the  favages. 

If  the  reduction  took  place,  the  deficiency  would  be 
made  by  militia  at  three  times  the  expence.  As  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  regiment  in  qi^eftion,  he  doubted  not  our  ci- 
tizens would  be  ready  to  pay  it,  and  if  a  land-tax  was  found 
to  be  neceifary,  he  would  rather  pay  it,  than  have  an  In- 
dian war. 

The  queftion  for  ftriking  out  was  taken,  and  carried  42 
to  41.     The  committee  rofe  and  had  leave  to  fit  again. 

Adjourned. 

Ttiefday  February  ']tU 

Mr,  Madifon,  from  the  committee  to  v/hom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Hannah  de  Neufville,  reported,  that  the 
fervices  and  facrinces  of  the  deceafed  John  de  Neufville, 
during  our  revolutionary  war,  as  ftated  in  the  memorial, 
conftituted  a  reafonable  claim  in  behalf  of  his  diftrefled 
widow  and  children,  on  the  juftice  of  the  United  StateSj 
but  it  woufd  be  impoffible  to  afcertain  and  hquidate  the 
lame  in  a  precife  fum ;  but  the  committee  propofed  as  equal 
and  right  that  3000  dollars  fhould  be  allowed  to  be  equally 
divided  amongll  them.  This  report  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  Friday. 

A  report  from  the  fecretary  of  war,  inclofnig  a  lift  of 
invalid  penfion    applicants  belonging  to  New-Jerfev,    who 
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nad  been  re-exammed  according  to  a  former  refolution  of 
congrcfs.     Referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Harper  laid  on  the  table  a  fet  of  refolutions  as  to  the 
method  of  taking  evidence  on  contefted  ele6lions. 

Mr.  Harper  called  up  a  fliort  refolution  relative  to  flrik- 
ing  out  of  a  refolution  which  he  laid  on  the  table  the  6th 
of  January  laft,  that  part  which  dired:s  the  falaries  of  offi- 
cers to  be  Hated  :  on  a  divifion. 

Ayes  27. 
Noes  40. 

Mi:.  D.  Foller  from  the  committee  of  claims  reported  on 
the  feveral  petitions  of  Auguftine  Biddle,  Dernfey  Burgefs, 
Phillip  Buili,  Samuel  Brook  Beale,  Mary  S.  Jones,  Emory 
Sadler  executor  of  William  Wright,  and  John  Ward,  pray- 
ing a  renev/al  of  loft  certificates  :  the  com.mittee  reported  a 
refolution  that  they  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and' on  the 
queftion  being  put  for  the  houfe  to  concur,  Mr.  Rutherford 
moved  a  poftponement  of  the  cafe  of  Phillip  Bufh.  After 
fome  difcuffion  in  favour  of  the  poftponement  by  Meffrs 
Ames,  Rutherford  and  Claiborne  ;  and  againft  it  by  MelTrs 
Dent,  D.  Fofter  and  Coit,  the  houfe  concurred  with  a  poft- 
ponement to  the  firft  Monday -in  December  next. 

Ayes  3 1  i 
Noes  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dent  the  other  petitions  were  alfd 
poftponed. 

Mr.  D.  Fofter  reported  on  the  petition  of  Anna  Welfh 
who  prayed  for  the  feven  years  half-penflon  to  which  fiie 
believed  herfelf  entitled,  on  account  of  her  huftjand  having 
been  flain  in  the  Penobfcot  expedition.  The  report  was 
againft  the  petitioner,  as  the  provifion  alluded  to  did  not 
extend  to  Officers  in  the  Navy.  It  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Milledge  prefented  the  petition  of  Charles  Jackfon,  aii 
enfign  in  the  late  Vi^ar^  praying  for  redrefs  on  account  of  a 
loft  land  warrant.     Referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Henderfon  propofed  a  refolution  to  the  Houfe  rela- 
tive to  an.A£l  palled  laft  feiTion  for  fufpending  the  duties  oii- 
Snuff,  which  expires  at  the  clofe  of  this  feffion,  but,  on  be- 
ing informed  the  com-inittee  of  commerce  and  nianufadlures 
had  the  fubje6l  under  confideration  he  withdrew  it. 

A  meffage  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the 
houfe  they  had  agreed  to  the  refolutions  for  calling  upon  the 
debtor  ftatcs,  with  ?:mendmcntSj  to  which  they    requefted 
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tilt  concurrence  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatlves.  It  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to- 
morrow. 

A  bill  was  alfo  received  from  the  Senate  for  increafmg 
the  compenfations  of  the  members  of  the  legiflature,  and 
certain  officers  of  government,  which  was  read,  and  on  mo- 
tion that  it  be  read  a  iecbnd  time,  it  was  carried  33  to  30. 
It  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

This  bill  contemplates  an  advance  of  5,000  dollars  to  the 
prefent  falary  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  and 
2, coo  dollars  to  the  Vice-Prefident,  to  commence  on  the 
4th  of  March  next,  and  continue  for  four  years  -,  and  that 
the  membcTs  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatlves, 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  the  fe- 
cretary  of  War,  attorney-general,  poftmaiter-general,  af- 
lifbant  poftmafter-general,  comptroller  of  the  treafury,  au- 
ditor, regifter,  comniiffioner  of  the  revenue,  accountant  of 
the  war  department,  the  fecretary  of  the  fenate,  the  clerk 
of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatlves,  and  tlie  principal  clerks 
employed  by  them,  the  fergeant  at  arms  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatlves,  the  door-keepers  and  affiftant  door-keepers 
of  both  houfes,  have  an  advance  of  25  per  cent,  upoii  their 
prefent  compenfation. 

Mr.  Parker  moved  that  the  farther  conlideration  of  this 
bill  be  poftponed  till  the  firft  Monday  in  December  next. 
He  faid,  they  had  lately  had  the  fubjedl  of  augmentating 
the  falaries  of  all  the  officers  here  mentioned,  except  the 
Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident  and  themfelves,  under  conli- 
deration 5  and  as  they  had  refolved  to  refufe  an  advance  to 
Others,  he  truiled  they  fhould  alfo  refufe  it  to  themfelves* 
He  thought  the  prefent  an  improper  time  to  go  into  the 
fubje61:. 

Mr.  Hartley  vi^illied  the  gentleman  would  confent  to  fome 
day  next  v/eek.  He  could  not  fay  he  was  ready  to  agree  to 
the  whole  of  the  advances  propofed  j  but  he  wiihed  the  fub- 
jeft  to  be  taken  into  confi deration,  and  perhaps  by  the  time 
lie  had  mentioned,  they  might  have  fome  f^trther  information 
on  the  fubjetl:  of  our  finances. 

Mr.  Macon  faid,  the  moft  regular  way  for  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  obtain  his  obje6l,  would  be  to  move  to  have 
the  bill  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  mad€' 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  4th  of  March^ 

Mr.  Parker  made  that  motion. 

ToL,.  IL  C  ^ 
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Mr.  Hartley  hoped  this  motion  would  not  be  agreed  to,  a^- 
it  was  a  fort  of  manoeuvre  to  get  rid  of  the  bufmefs  which 
he  did  not  approve.  He  would  either  have  the  bill  negatived 
at  once,  made  the  order  of  fome  day  in  the  prefent  feifion, 
or  poftponed  till  the  next. 

Mr.  Ames  faid,  gentlemen  had  no  doubt  a  right  to  govern 
th<eir  own  votes  according  to  their  own  notions  of  propriety  ; 
no  man  had  a  right  to  prefcribe  to  another  j  his  confcicnce 
was  no  rule  to  any  other  man  \  but  he  thought  he  was  autho- 
rized to  fay,  they  neither  had,  nor  claimed  a  right,  to  do  a 
right  thing  in  a  wrong  v/ay.  To  agree  to  the  motion  pro- 
pofed,  would  be  an  iniincere  way  of  putting  a  negative  upon 
the  bill ;  he  trufted,  gentlemen  who  wiilied  this,  would  do 
it  in  a  more  dire£t  way.  The  compenfation  of  the  prefident 
and  vice  prefident  could  not  be  augmented,  he  faid,  after 
they  had  entered  upon  their  office ;  and  to  fay  they  would 
take  up  the  fubjeft  for  confideration  at  a  time  when  their 
powers  would  not  exift.  was  an  evafive  manner  which  he 
approved  not.  It  was  an  eafy  thing  for  gentlemen  to  fay  no, 
on  the  queftion,  without  takmg  this  circuitous  way  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  the  buiinefs. 

Mr.  Venable  thought  the  view  of  his  colleague  would  be 
anfwered  as  well  by  a  poilponement  to  the  3d  of  March  as 
to  the  4th,  and  it  would  be  more  orderly.  Nor  did  he  think 
this  way  of  difpofnig  of  the  bufinefs,  called  for  the  cenfure 
Avhich  the  gentleman  from  MaiTachufetts  had  thrown  upon 
it.  It  was  a  queftion  upon  v/hich  that  houfe  had  already  de- 
cided by  a  confiderable  majority,  no  new  light  had  been 
thrown  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  he  thought  it  by  no  means  dif- 
refpe^cful  to  poftpone  it^  It  was  well  known  that  the  effeft 
of  this  motion  would  be  a  poftponement  for  the  prefent  fef- 
fion.  This  was  what  he  wifhed  •,  and  if  his  colleague  would 
confent  to  alter  his  motion  to  tlie  3d  of  March,  he  iliould 
not  helitate  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Parker  had  no  obje£lion  to  the  motion  ftanding  for 
the  3d  of  March,  though  he  did  not  confider  the  motions  for 
the  firfi  Pvlonday  in  December  or  the  4th  of  March,  as  un- 
parliamentary. He  thought  the  falaries  of  the  prefident  and 
,  vice  prefident  high  enough ;  the  falaries  of  fome  of  their 
public  omcers  might,  at  prefent,  be  fomewhat  too  lov/  ;  but 
he  believed  the  time  would  foon  come  when  the  price  of  liv- 
ing would  become  lower,  and  then  they  would  be  fully  ade- 
quate, and  therefore  he  did  not  w\(k  to  izt  tlieni  advanced 
at  prefcsnt. 
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Mr.  Buck  was  cppofed  to  putting  off  the  queftion  till  the 
time  contemplated  by  the  prefent  motion.  To  get  rid  of 
the  bufmefs  in  fuch  a  way^  would  be  defcending  from  that 
ftate  of  independence  which  they  ought  to  preferve,  and 
would  have  the  appearance  of  a  flight  call  upon  another 
branch  of  government.  If  they  were  prepared  to  meet  the 
queftion,  they  might  as  well  meet  it  now  as  then  ^  to  agree 
to  the  m.otion  propofed,  would  fhew  a  degree  of  cowardice, 
and  effeftually  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  confider  and  de- 
termine upon  the  fubject.  The  fenate,  he  faid^  had  found 
tufEcient  reafon  to  originate  this  bill,  and  he  thought,  if  it 
were  only  out  of  compiaifance  to  them,  the  fubje£l  fliould 
not  be  treated  in  the  way  propofed.  It  was  faid,  that  this 
bufmefs  had  already  been  decided,  but  he  did  not  think  fo. 
There  had  been  no  general  propofition  for  augmenting  com- 
penfation.  They  had  had  the  fubjefl  under  view  partially ; 
but  he  knev/  there  v/ere  fome  members  (he  knev/  of  cue  at 
ieaft)  who  voted  againft  any  partial  advance,  becaufe  thev 
thought  it  fhould  be  general.  This  was  his  motive.  He 
thought  all  the  officers  of  government  were  upon  an  equal 
footing,  and  therefore  he  voted  againft  advancing  the  falary 
of  one,  and  not  of  another.  Not  becaufe  he  thought  they 
were  already  fufhciently  compenfated  5  he  did  not  think  they 
%Tere. 

He  wifhed,  therefore,  the  fubje£l  for  a  general  augmenta- 
tion to  come  under  difcuffion ;  if  he  fhould  be  convinced  an 
advance  was  improper,  he  fhould  give  it  up,  and  fhould  be 
againft  putting  the  bufmefs  off  to  a  time  when  it  could  not 
be  conlidered. 

Mr.  Hartley  again  urged  the  propriety  of  poftponing  for 
a  fhorter  period.     He  mentioned  the  1 7th  inftant. 

Mr.  Macon  faid  he  was  oppofed  to  the  bill  in  toto,  and 
he  confidered  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  as 
meant  to  try  the  queftion.  He  wifhed  it  to  ftand  for  the  4t]i 
of  March  as  at  iirft  propofed,  becaufe  if  it  ftood  for  the  3d 
the  fubje^l  mnght  be  called  up  and  acted  upon  on  the  laft 
day  of  the  fefTion.  He  fhould,  therefore,  renew  the  4th  of 
March  •,  becaufe  if  there  were  a  majority  who  wifhed  the 
bill  to  be  rejefted,  it  was  defirable  that  as  little  time  as  pcf- 
fible  fhould  be  loft  upon  the  bufmefs. 

The  queftion  for  poftponing  till  the  4th  of  March  was  put 
and  negatived,  46  to  45. 

Mr  Parker -then  moved  t?o  have  it  poftooned  till  the  ^a  ok 
March. 
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Mr.  Henderfon  thought  it  more  proper  to  poftpoiie  till  the 
3d  than  till  the  4th.  He  was  ready,  he  fiiid,  to  meet  the 
queilion  either  in  a  dired  or  indireft  way.  lie  had  made  a 
calculation,  and  found  that  the  advances  propofed  would 
amount  from  100  to  110,000  dollars.  Mr.  Henderfon  be- 
lieved our  finances  were  not  in  a  flate  to  admit  of  this  ad- 
dition to  our  expenfes ;  befides,  he  trufted  every  neceffary 
of  life  would  foon  be  reduced  in  price  fo  as  to  render  any 
advance  of  falary  to  our  officers  unneceifary. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  negatived,  57  to  ^2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hartley,  Friday  v/eek  was  propofed, 
and  negatived,  being  only  35  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  that  the  bufmefs  fnould  be  made  the 
order  for  this  day.  He  faid  he  had  voted  for  poftponing  it 
till  the  4th  of  March,  with  a  viev^  of  getting  rid  of  it ;  but 
fmce  it  muft  be  confidered,  Jie  wifiied  it  to  be  difpofed  of  as 
foon  as  poihble. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  propofed  it  to  be  made  the  order  for  r.Ion- 
day. 

The  fenfe  of  the  houfe  was  firft  taken  for  Monday  and 
negatived,  there  being  only  41  votes  for  it.  It  was  then 
put  for  this  day  and  carried,  there  being  5  8  votes  for  it. 

The  houfe  then  again  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com.mittee  of 
the  whole  on  the  acft  regulating  the  military  ellabliihment, 
Mr.  Dent  in  the  chair,  and  went  through  it,  without  farther 
amendment  or  debate.  The  committee  accordingly  rofe, 
and  reported  the  bill  with  the  amendment.  The  houfe  took 
It  lip,  and  the  amendment  being  under  confideration, 

Mr.  Holland  called'for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  Findley  faid,  it  would  be  recoUefted  by  a  number  of 
members  in  that  houfe,  that  he  had  always  heretofore  been 
m  favour  of  increafmg  the  army,  as  well  as  the  rations  and 
pay  of  our  troops.  It  might  be  thought  therefore,  when 
he  now  voted  for  reduciiig  it,  he  fnould  net  a£l  confijflently ; 
but  he  believed  himfeif  perfeftly  confiftent.  His  cbjecl  in 
mcreafing  our  military  ftrength  was,  by  increafn^g  our  force^ 
to  put  a  more  fpeedy  end  to  war.  Heretofore,  lie  faid,  they 
had  generally  had  eftimates  from  the  proper  departments, 
wnich  ftiared  a  part  of  the  refponfibility  with  them  ;  but, 
on  this  occafion,  they  were  grophig  in  the  dark.  F.very  in-: 
formation  which  had  been  given,  had  rather  been  matter  of 
ppinion  of  individual  members  and  of  the  fecretary  of  war, 
than  official  j  therefore,  every  one  was  at  liberty  to  exercifc 
his  own  opinion » 
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As  iar  as  he  was  acquainted  with  the  bufmefs,  he  believed 
there  was  no  neceffity  for  all  the  pofts  which  had  been  men- 
tioned. There  was  no  occafion  for  any  troops  at  Pittiburg, 
and  very  few  at  Franklin  or  Prefqu'  lile.  It  had  been  faid 
the  men  might  be  employed  in  the  batteaux  ;  if  this  were  to 
be  the  cafe,  it  fhduld  be  fo  faid  in  the  law,  as  it  had  not 
been  ufuai,  nor  did  be  believe  the  men  would  be  willing  to 
be  io  employed.  BeGdes,  he  believed  it  would  be  much 
better  to  hire  men  for  this  purpofe  when  they  were  wanted. 
And  if  the  fupplies  were  to  be  tranfported  by  land,  ^perfcns 
could  always  be  hired  for  the  purpofe.  There  was  no  need 
of  guards,  he  faid,  in  that  country,  as  it  was  fettling  very 
rapidly,  and  no  danger  was  apprehended  from  Indians.  He 
believed  half  the  number  which,  had  been  mentioned  would 
be  fufficient  for  fort  Franklin.  If,  indeed,  it  was  made  a 
depot,  a  larger  guard  would  be  required.  The  only  danger 
from  the  Indians  there  was  when  they  came  acrofs  the  lake  ; 
when  they  did  this,  they  did  it  very  fuddenly. 

But  gentlemen  feemed  to  have  miilaken  the  obje£l  of 
thefe  troops.  They  were  fpoken  of  as  if  they  were  neceffary 
to  defend  the  country.  They  were  not  wanted  to  defend - 
any  thing  but  the  pofts  ;  they  were  of  little  ufe  in  defending 
the  frontier.  They  fometimes,  indeed,  gave  information 
of  an  attack,  and  fometimes  not ;  but  the  defence  of  the 
frontier  muft  always  reft  upon  the  people  themfelves,  either 
in  the  form  of  militia  or  in  rangers.  This  was  the  wav  in 
which  fettlements  muft  be  prote(^f  ed  in  cafe  of  war.  Where 
there  were  fettlements,  therc  was,  therefore,  no  need  of 
pofts.  And  a  fmall  force  was  only  neceffary  in  the  pofts,  as 
the  Indians  would  feldom  attack  a  poft,  knowing  the  force 
which  was  in  them.  The  greateft  danger  in  pofts  was,  from 
the  Indians  furrounding  and  ftarving  them  out.  He  remem- 
bered an  inftance  cf  this  kind  at  fort  Lawrence. 

It  had  been  faid  that  the  number  of  men  in  fervice  would 
always  be  one-third  lefs  than  the  nominal  number,  from  a 
variety  of  caufes.  He  fliould  wifli  to  provide  againft  this 
by  raifmg  the  wages  of  the  men,  or  by  any  other  way.  He 
did  not  want  fkeletons  of  regiments  ;  but  if  this  evil  exifted, 
he  ftiould  wifti  to  cure  it.  He  fhould  vote  for  the  reduction, 
becaufe  he  thought  three  regiments  would  provide  men 
enoough  for  all  the  purpofes  for  which  they  v/ere  wanted, 

Pvlr.  Rutherford  again  entertained  the  hcufe  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  remarks  he  faid,  "  he  loved 
a  foldier,  he  Jiad  been  a  foldier  him.felf,  and  had  long  march-; 
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^5d  and  fought  in  his  country's  caufe,  for  nothing  a  day  mid 

found  hhnfelf" 

C'  The  motion  was,  to  ftrike  out  the  following  words,  viz. 

<«  And  he  it  further  enaBed^  That  the  preiident  of  the 
United  States  caufe  to  be  arranged  the^ollicers,  non-com- 
miilioned  officers,  privates  and  muiicians,  of  the  four  regi- 
rnehts  of  infantry,  and  two  companies  of  light  dragoons, 
now  in  fervice,  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  form  and  complete, 
out  of  the  fame,  three  regiments  of  infantry ;  and  the  fu-- 
pernumerary  officers  fhall  be  conlidered,  from  and  after  the 
laft  day  of  June  next,  difcharged  from  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States." 

The  queflion  was  taken,  that  the  houfe  do  agree  with  the 
'committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  in  the  faid  amendment. 

And  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  )  -vt  "^ 

'  ^Nays  44. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one  fifth  of  the 
members  prefent. 


Thofe  who  voted  in  the 
Fifher  Ames, 
Abraham  Baldwin, 
Theophilus  Bradbury^ 
Gabriel  Chriflie, 
Jofhua  Coit, 
William  Gooperj 
William  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana, 
James  Davenport, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
George  Dent, 
George  Ege, 
Abiel  Fofter, 
Dwight  Fofter, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
Henry  Glen, 
Ghauncey  Goodrich, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
JR.oger  Grifwold, 
George  Hancock, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley, 
John  Heath, 
Thomas  Henderfon, 
William  Hindman, 


affirmative,  are, 

John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
George  Leonard, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
James  Madifon, 
Francis  Malbone, 
John  Milledge, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg. 
William,  Vans  Murray, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Page, 
Jofiah  Parker, 
John  Patten, 
Eiiffia  R.  Potter, 
Francis  Prefton, 
Sam.uel  Sewall, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Thomas  Sprigg, 
Richard  Thonias, 
Mark  Thompfon, 
John  E.  Van  Allen,  and 
Peleg  Wadfworth. 


^hoie  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are. 


Theodorus  Bailey, 
David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Daniel  Buck, 
Demfey  Burges, 
iSamuel  J.  Cabell, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Ciopton, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
William  Findley, 
JeiTe  Franklin, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 
Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gillefpie, 
Nicholas  Oilman, 
Chriflopher  Greenup, 
William  B.  Grove, 
Wade  Hampton, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
John  Hathorn, 
James  Holland, 


Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
Matthew  Locke, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas, 
John  Richards, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Thompfon  J.  Skinner, 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
John  Swanwick, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 
Abraham  Venable, 
John  Williams,  and 
Richard  Winn. 


Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  feveral  members  who  had  wifhed  to 
reduce  the  number  of  troops,  had  faid  they  fhould  have  no 
objection  to  make  an  allowance  to  officers  when  they  were 
difcharged,  to  pay  their  expenfes  home.  He  would  propofe 
a  new  fedtion,  therefore,  to  this  effect,  viz. 

"  That  every  commiffioned  officer  who  may  have  been 
deranged  under  the  aft  for  afcertaining  and  fixing  the  mili- 
tary eftablirnment  of  the  United  States,  or  under  the  prefent 
a£^,  fhall  be  allowed  dollars."  ^  Agreed. 

This  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroffed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Harper  laid  on  the  table  feveral  reiolutions,  propofing 
a'  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  cafes  of  contefbed  elections. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  aiTeffinent  and  colle(5lion  of 
direct:  taxes,  alfo  a  bill  for  laying  a  diredl:  tax  upon  the 
United  States.  They  were  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  fame  committee  of  the  whole  on  Monday, 

Mr.  Parker  moved  that  the  houf^  fhould  go  into  a  com- 
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^ittee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  from  the  fenate,  refpe<!^nig 
an  augmentation  of  compenfations  j  but  he  gave  way  (after 
giving  notice  he  fhould  call  up  the  fubje6l  to-morrow  morn- 
ing) to  the  taking  up  of  Mr.  Harper's  refolution,  laid  upon 
the  table  fome  days  ago,  propofing  to  refcind  that  part  of  a 
former  refolution,  which  had  pafTed  the  houfe,  calling  for 
certain  annual  fhatements  from  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury, 
refpe£ling  the  duties  laid  on  each  feparate  article,  which  re- 
lated to  a  lift  of  revenue  officers,  with  the  allowance  paid  to 
each.  He  alledged  that  the  furnifliing  of  thefe  lifts  would 
prove  troublefome  to  the  office,  and  could  be  of  no  real  uf^ 
as  the  fum  total  would  be  furnifhed,  and  as  they  might  ai 
any  time  get  the  particulars  by  an  application  at  the  office.- 
Mr.  Gallatin  differed  in  opinion,  and  thought  it  very  necef- 
fary  to  have  thefe  ftatements  *,  and  he  faid  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  furniihing  ihe  individual  fums  paid  to  each  of* 
iicer,  fmce  they  muft  be  known  to  make  up  the  total. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived,  40  to  27. 

Adjourned. 

IVednefday  February^   2>thi 

Mr.  Swan  wick  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufadlures,  made  report  on  the  petition  of  fundry  manu- 
facturers of  chocolate,  who  complain  of  the  heavy  duty  up- 
on cocoa,  being  an  injury  to  the  bufniefs^  and  recommend- 
ed a  refolution  to  the  following  effedl : 

^^  Refolved,  that  the  additional  duty  of  two  cents  per  lb. 
impofed  on  cocoa,  by  an  a£l:  of  the  7th  of  June,  1 794, 
ought  to  be  repealed  after ^  the     -     day  of         next." 

The  report  was  read  the  fecond  time,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
folutions  on  the  fubjeCl  of  indirefl  taxation. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  aft  for  fixing  and  eftabliffiing 
the  military  eftabliffiment  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
the  third  time,  the  blanks  filled  up  and  pafled. 

Mr.  Ihvight  Fofter  from  the  committee  of  claims,  made 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  Robert  Mumford,  James  Bro- 
therton,  Eliflia  Holcomb  and  Francis  Macdonald,  which 
were  feveraliy  againft  the  petitioners,  and  were  concurred 
in  by  the  houfe. 

The  fpeaker  informed  the  houfe  that  the  hour  was  com.e 
at  which  they  had  appointed  to  meet  the  fenate,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  counting  the  votes  for,  and  declaring  the  election  of 
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a  Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Ilnited  States ;  and 
that  the  clerk  would  inform  the  Senate  they  were  ready  to 
receive  them. 

The  clerk  accordingly  waited  upon  the  Senate,  and  the 
Prefident  and  members  of  the  fenate,  foon  after  entered  and 
took  their  feats,  the  Prefident  on  the  right  hand  of  the  fpea- 
ker  of  the  houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  the  members  of 
the  fenate  on  the  fame  fide  of.  the  chamber ;  when  the  Pre- 
fident of  the  fenate  (Mr.  Adams)  thus  addreffed  the  two 
houfes  : 

**  Gentleme?!  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives. 

"  The  purpofe  for  which  we  are  aflembled  is  expreiled 
in  the  following  refolutions  [He  here  read  the  refolutions 
which  had  been  entered  into  by  the  two  houfes  relative  to 
this  bufmefs.]  I  have  received  packets  containing  the  cer- 
tificates of  the  votes  of  the  ele^ors  for'  a  Prefident  and 
Vice-Prefident  of  the  United  States  from  ^11  the  fixteen 
itates  of  the  Union  :  I  have  alfo  received  Duplicates  of  thefe 
returns  by  Poll  from  fifteen  of  the  dates.  No  duplicate 
from  the  ftate  of  Kentucky  is  yet  come  to  hand. 

«  It  has  been  the  pradfice  heretofore  on  fimilar  occafions, 
to  begin  with  the  returns  from  the  ftate  at  one  end  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  proceed  to  the  other ;  I  fhali  there- 
fore do  the  fame  at  this  time." 

Mr.  Adams  then  took  up  the  packet  from  the  State  of 
Tennefiee,  and  after  having  read  the  fuperfcription,  broke 
the  feal,  and  read  the  certificate  of  the  election  of  the  Elec- 
tors. Ke  then  gave  it  to  the  clerk  of  the  fenate,  requefting 
him  to  read  the  report  of  the  ele6f  ors,  v/hich  he  according- 
ly did.  All  the  papers  v/ere  then  handed  to  the  Tellers, 
viz.  Mr.  Sedgwick  on  the  part  of  the  fenate,  and  Melirs. 
Sitgreaves  and  Parker  on  the  part  of  the  houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives j  and  when  they  had  noted  the  contents,  the  Pre- 
fident of  the  Senate  proceeded  with  the  ether  ilates  in  the 
following  order : 


D 
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All  the  returns  having  been  gone  through,  Mr,  Sedgwick 
reported,  that,  according  to  order,  the  Tellers  appointed  by 
the  two  Houfes  had  performed  the  buiinefs  alBgned  them,  and 
reported  the  refult  to  be  as  above  ftated. 

The  Preiident  of  the  Senate  then  thus  addrelTed  the  two 
Houfejs : 

<^  Genthtnen  of  the  Senate,   a7td  Gentlemen  of  thf  Hoiife  of 
ReprejentativeSy 

<'  By  the  Report  which  ha^  been  made  to  me  by  the  Tellers 
appointed  by  the  two  Houfes  to  examine  the  votes,  there  are 
71  votes  for  John  x\dams,  68  for  Thomas  Jeiferfon,  59  for 
Thomas  Pinckney,  30  for  Aaron  Burr,  15  for  Samuel  Adams, , 
1 1  for  Oliver  Elfworth,  7  for  George  Clinton,  5  for  John 
Jay,  3  for  James  Iredell,  2  for  George  A¥a{hicgton,  2  tor 
John  Henry,  2  for  Samuel  Johnfton,  and  i  for  Charles  C. 
Pinckney.  The  whole  member  of  votes  are  138  ,  70  votes, 
therefore,  make  a  majorit)^ ;  fo  that  the  perfon  who  has  71 
votes,  which  is  the  highefi:  number,  is  elected  Preiident,  and 
the  perfon  who  has  68  votes,  which  is  the  next  higheft  num- 
ber, is  ele(?l:ed  Vice-Preiident.'* 

The  Preiident  of  the  Senate  then  fat  down  for  a  moments 
and  riling  agaiuj  thus  addreiTed  the  two  Hooles: 

"  In  obedience  to  the  Conftitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  commands  of  both  houfes  of  Congrefs,  ex- 
prelTed  in  their  refolutions  pailed  the  prefent  feflion,  I  declare 
that  John  Adams  is  ele^led  Preiident  of  the  ITnited  States, 
for  4  years,  to  commence  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next ;  and 
that  Thomas  Jefferson  is  ele(S!:ed  Vice-^Pi-efident  of  the 
United  StateSj  for  four  years,  to  commence  on  the  4th  day  of 
March  next.  And  may  the  Sovereign  of  the  Univerfe,  tliQ 
Qrdainer  of  Civil  Government  on  Earth,  for  the  prefervation 
of  Liberty,  Juftice  and  Peace  amongll  Men,  enable  them 
both  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  thofe  ofSces,  conformably  to 
the  Gonftitution  of  the  United  States,  with  coafcientious  di- 
ligence, punctuality  and  perfeverence.'^ 

The  Preiident  and  Members  of  the  Senate  then  retired,  2n4 
the  Houfe  came  to  order,  when  Mr.  Sitgreaves  mads  a  report 
on  the  buiinefs^  which  was  read  rjid  prdered  tq  be  entered  en 
the  journalso 

'       ■  '     '  ■         •      AdiourBed. 
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'Thurfclay,  February  9. 

Mr.  D.  Fofter  reported  on  the  petitions  of  Lawrence 
Fonda,  Edward  Lacej,  John  Walters  and  Andrew  Dunf- 
comb,  which  was  unfavorable  to  the  petitioners,  and  to  which 
the  Houfe  agreed. 

The  report  on  the  petition  of  Comfort  Sands  and  others 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
Tuefday  next.  It  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  along  with  the 
^  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  therein  referred  to. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves,  from  the  joint  Committee  appointed  to 
concur  with  a  Committee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  fubje^l  of  the 
election  of  a  Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident,  made  a  further 
report,  viz.  that  they  had  agreed  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Senate  to  recommend  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  the 
following  Refolution  : 

"  Rcfolved  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Houfe  be  directed  to 
give,  by  letter,  to  the  Vice-Prelident  ele£l:,  notification  of  his 
cleftion." 

This  refolution  was  agreed  to  ;  but  fome  time  afterwards, 
Mr.  Parker,  (one  of  the  Committee)  wiflied  it  to  be  refcinded, 
as  he  underflood,  though  the  committee  from  the  Senate 
had  concurred  in  this  m.ode  of  notifying  the  Vice-Prefident 
of  his  ele6tion,  the  Senate  would  not  agree  to  it,  but  wifhed 
to  follov*^  the  mode  adopted  on  a  former  occafion,  viz.  a 
meffage  was  fent  from  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  to  the 
Senate,  diredling  that  the  perfons  ele6led  fhould  be  notified 
in  iiich  a  manner  as  they  fhould  direct.  He  wiflied,  there- 
fore, to  prevent  delay,  the  refolution  might  be  refcinded  and 
a  different  one  agreed  to.  This  motion  occafioned  a  good 
deal  of  converfation,  Itwas  obferved  by  the  Speaker  that 
the  refolution  was  already  before  the  Senate  (where  it  feemed 
it  was  not  intended  to  be  fent,  as  it  was  a  difl:in<fl:  refolution 
of  that  houfe,  a  limilar  one  to  which  was  propofed,  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Senate  by  the  joint  committee).  It  was  at 
length,  however,  agreed  to  be  refcinded.  Immediately  after 
which  a  melfage  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing 
the  Houfe  that  they  had  dlfagreed  to  the  refolution,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  conference.  The  Houfe  accordingly 
took  up  the  melfage,  and  alfo  agreed  to  appoint  a  comniittee 
of  conference. 

Mr.  Livingllion  faid  that  he  had  fcmietime  fince  laid  a  re- 
folution on  the  table  for  an  inquiry  into  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  lands  weft  of  Fennfvlvania;  that  a.  minute  invefti- 
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gation  of  the  bufinefs  had  convinced  him,  that  however  the 
title  might  ultimately  be  found  to  ftand,  yet  it  was  of  a  nature 
that  would  require  more  time  than  could  properly  be  given 
to  its  determination  during  the  feffion.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  faid,  it  had  been  fuggefted  to  him,  that  the  intereft  of  in- 
dividuals might  fufFer  while  the  bufmefs  was  before  the  Houfe, 
and  therefore,  under  thefe  circumftances,  candour  required 
that  he  fhcuid  withdraw  the  refolution,  which  lie  ac- 
cordingly did. 

Mr.  Dearborne  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  Militia  Bill. 

Mr.  Parker  was  apprehenfive  that  fabje«£l:  would  require 
more  time  than  they  fhould  have  to  give  it  this  feflion.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  gentleman  would  wave  his  motion, 
and  fufFer  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  augmenting  the  com- 
penfations  of  the  Members  of  the  Lcgiilature  and  certain 
officers  of  Government,  for  a  limited  time,  to  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Swift  fpoke  againft  taking  up  the  Militia  Bill,  and 
Mr.  Hartley  in  favour  of  it,  when  the  queftion  was  put  for 
going  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  Militia  Bill,  and 
negatived  42  to  26. 

Mr.  Parker  then  renewed  his  motion,  and  the  Houfe  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  refpecl- 
ing  compenfatioas.     Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair  ;  when 

Mr.  Parker  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  firft  claufe.  He 
thought  it  necefTary  to  make  fome  additional  allowance  to  the 
Prefident,  but  he  would  do  it  in  a  different  way  from  that  pro- 
pofed.  When  the  prefent  Prefident  came  into  office,  he  faid, 
he  had  a  quantity  of  furniture  prefented  him,  which  might 
nov/  be  nearly  worn  out,  and  be  of  little  value.  It  might 
be  proper,  therefore,  to  purchafe  new  furniture  for  the  gentle- 
man juft  eledled.  It  would  be  alfo  during  the  period  of  the 
prefent  prefidency,  that  government  would  remove  to  the 
Federal  City,  which  would  be  attended  with  a  good  deal  of 
expence  to  the  Prefident.  He  fhould  wifli,  therefore,  that  a 
provifion  fhould  be  m.ade  for  defraying  that  expence,  and  air- 
fo  for  the  purehafing  of  new  furniture  5  but  fhould  be  oppof- 
ed  to  the  making  of  any  addition  to  the  falary  at  prefent. 

Mr.  Hartley  fpoke  in  favour  of  retaining  the  claufe. 

Mr.  R.  Sprigg  faid  he  fliould  vote  againft  the  propofed 
advance  of  falary,  and  could  not  content  to  any  other  mode 
of  augmenting  the  prefent  compenfation  allowed  to  the  Pre- 
fident.    He  could  by  no  means  agree  to  the  plan  propofed  by 
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ths  gentlen^taB  from  Virginia  ;  for,  if  they  were  to  renew  the 
fkraitore  of  the  Prefldent  every  four  or  eight  years,  it  \4ould 
fee  found  a  pretty  expeniive  buliiiefs.  That  gentleman  had 
alfo  iRentioiied  the  removal  of  the  gQ\'ernment,  as  taking 
place  during  the  next  Preudency;  but,  he  faid,  the  new  elecli- 
oa  would  happen  about  the  time  only  of  removing  the  go- 
i?emiBent^  and  provilion  for  paying  that  expence  might  be 
minds,  at  that  time.  He  thought  the  falaries  were  already 
lisffideiitly  highj  and  that  it  would  be  Vv^ith  difficulty  that  mo- 
Mej  w^s  found  to  pay  the  prefent  expences  of  government. 

Mr.  Wilyams  was  of  opinion,  on  the  fcore  of  economy, 
thai  it  would  be  better  to  advance  the  compenfation  of  the 
FreSdest  in  the  way  propofed  by  the  prefent  bill,  and  let  him 
p^rdiafe  his  own  furniture,  than  to  purchafe  new  furniture, 
wMclsj,  perhaps,  when  the  government  was  removed,  would 
■not  'he  foitable  for  his  houfein  the  Federal  City, 

Bir>  W*  fjidj  he  was  one  of  the  committee  on  the  fubje6i: 
of  compenlations,  and  they  endeavoured  to  afcertain  whether 
flie  25,000  dollars  allowed  to  the  P-^iident  were  m  adequate 
comipeafation.  It  was  generally  believed  it  was  not.  They 
©ligitjs  he  hidy  to  enable  their  firilm.agiftrate  to  live  in  a  ftile 
-liacOBiiBg  hk  lituaticn.  All  their  executive  officers  fliould 
recei^^e  fch  falaries  as  would  enable  them  to  fee  company 
agTeeaibly  to  their  rank,  other  wife  the  refpedlability  attached 
to  tliofe  cffices  v?rould  fuffer  greatly  in  the  public  opinion.  He 
looped  therefore^  the  fe6lion  would  not  be  ftruck  out. 

Mr.  Buck  faid,  as  the  motion  now  made  was  to  try  the 
principlej  it  would  be  well  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the 
bia&iefs.  He  faid  he  had  never  been  a  champion  for  raiiing 
IMaries,  or  a ftickler  for  lowering  them;  but  as  the  fubjett 
■was  brought  before  them,  he  fliould  chearfully  declare  his 
feistioients  upon  it.  He  conceived  the  true  queftion  to  be, 
wlietherit  was  right  and  juft  that  they  fhould  augment  the 
Ikbries  of  the  officers  of  government  and  the  members  of  the 
legiSatere  5  or  v/hether  the  prefent  com penfations  were  juft 
and  adequate  to  the  facr\6ce-s  whic-Ii  they  made  in  undertak- 
log  the  builnefs  of  governmeht.  Becaufe  he  did  not  believe, 
with  fonie  other  gentlemen,  that  they  were  to  eftimate  the 
compeniations  of  their  officers  in  proportion  as  money  was 
fcarce  or  plentiful  in  the  Treafury;  nc  did  he  believe  there 
was  a  real  diftrcfs  in  government  for  want  of  money,  but  that 
their  difficulties  arofe  from  a  difference  of  opinion  in  that 
faoiife  on  the  mode  of  railing  moneve     He  beheved  there 
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w^re  perfonswho  thonght  government  fquandered  away  the 
public  money,  that  its  officers  divided  the  loaves  aud  lifhes 
amongft  them ;  and  that  the  only  way  in  which  this  prom- 
iion  of  expence  could  be  checked  was  by  purfuing  a  iyllem 
of  diredl  taxation,  wkich  would  make  the  people  feel  the 
amount  which  they  contributed  to  the  fupport  of  government. 
He  fhould  not  undertake  to  examine  this  principle,  nor  deny 
that  fuch  fac1:s  might  exift.  It  would  be  enough  to  look  at 
exifting  circumftances  in  our  country,  and  fee  iiow  far  thej 
would  apply.  Our  government  he  faid,  reiled  on  public 
fentiment  for  fupport  and  muft  always  be  regulated  by  it. 
He  was  willing  he  faid  to  go  all  lengths,  with  gentlemen  in 
adopting  a  fyftem  of  taxation  calculated  to  raile  a  permanent 
revenue.  Nor  was  he  apprehenfive  for  tne  rduit,  when 
diiSlated  by  reafon  and  juftice. 

Contemptible  muft  be  that  ftate  of  government,  faid  Mr, 
Buck,  where  its  public  officers  are  ftarved  for  wAnt  of  a  pro- 
per fpirit  in  the  people  to  fupport  them-  Is  America,  laid  He, 
arrived  to  this  melancholy  ftate  ?  If  fhe  were,  Goa  lorbid  ine 
fhould  ever  experience  another  revolution^  is  tins,  laid  he, 
all  ourboafted  acquifttion,  in  return  for  the  ftruggks  we  have 
made  for  our  country  ?  No  ;  he  denied  the  fact.  Anienca, 
he  laid,  was  not  reduced  to  that  ftate  which  will  not  allow  her 
to  pay  the  expences  of  her  government ;  nor  is  iiie  unwilling 
to  pay  them.  Neither,  faid  he,  is  public  fentiment  fo  de- 
bafed  as  not  to  approve  of  any  meafurc  which  ihall  be  taken 
to  fecure  a  handlome  maintenance  for  our  officers-  'I'here 
w^as  no  occafion  for  hypocrify  in  the  bulineis;  he  was  willing 
to  ftate  the  whole  truth  plainly  to  his  conuituents.  He 
fliould  not  think  of  telhng  them  they  were  giving  too  high 
falaries  for  their  officers,  when  he  knew,  that  owing  to  their 
infufficiency,  they  were  diminifhingtheir  own  private  iortunes. 
Nor  did  he  wifh  to  intrench  on  his  own  property  in  ierving 
the  public  ;  he  believed  there  was  no  occalion  for  this.  He 
fhould,  therefore,  fpeak  plainly  to  them. 

Mr.  B.  faid,  he  would  enquire  whether  the  prefent  falaries 
was  areafonabie  andjuft  compenfation  for  the  fervice  per- 
formed. In  refpe6t  to  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States,  it 
was'  faid  that  he  had  already  a  large  falary.  He  knew  t^iat 
25jOOO  dollars  had  a  great  Ibund  m  the  ears  of  D:iany,  but  he 
trufted  the  people  of  the  United  States  not  only  poiieffed  juft 
views  of  government,  but  that  they  alfo  polleiied  virtus  to 
fupport  the  juft  meafuTCs  of  government,  and  would  not  con-^ 
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fent  that  their  Executive  officers  lliould  be  placed  on  fuch  a 
footing,  as  not  to  be  looked  down  upon  by  officers  from  foreign 
countries  who  moved  in  a  lower  fphere.  Therefore,  when 
they  looked  into  the  reafo'n  of  the  thing,  and  found  their 
prefent  falaries  were  unequal  to  their '  fupport,  not  in  the 
ftile  of  fplendour  obferved  in  foreign  courts,  but  according  to 
the  manner  of  living  in  Philadelphia,  would  they  not  be 
willing  to  increafe  them  ?  He  believed  they  would. 

The  prefent  Prefident  he  faid,  was  a  man  of  fortune, 
and  never  took  from  the  government  more  than  would 
fupport  his  table,  either  during  the  war  or  during  his  Prefi- 
dency.  And,  what  he  allied,  did  thefe  expences  amount  to  ? 
To  the  whole  fum  allowed  him  by  law.  But  were  they 
always  to  expert  to  have  a  Prefident  who  v/ould  give  his  fer- 
vices  to  his  country?  Or  had  the  Prefident  fet  a  bad  example, 
by  living  in  a  ftile  of  extravagance  and  fplendour?  He  believed 
this  was  not  the  opinion  of  Americans,  or  that  of  foreign 
countries. 

If  then,  the  prefent  Prelident  had  lived  upon  his  own 
fortune,  and  the  whole  of  his  compenfaticn  had  gone  to 
defray  the  expences  of  his  table,  if  this  compenfation  was  not 
advanced,  how  were  future  Prefidents  to  come  forw^ard,  to 
fupport  the  fame  ftile  ?  they  could  not  do  it  without  infring- 
ing on  their  own  fortunes.  And  do  the  citizens  of  the  United 
StVes,  he  ailced,  wiili  their  iirft  magiftrate  to  be  placed  in 
this  fituation?  He  could  not  think  fo.  He  believed  they 
meant  to  make  ample  proviiion  for  his  fupport  ;  and  if  the 
prefent  proviiion  was  found  inadequate  they  would  condemn 
their  reprefentatives,  they  would  fay  they  did  not  fupport 
the  dignity  of  their  country,  if  they  negle<5led  to  advance  it. 

.The  fame  obfervations,  Mr.  Buck  faid,  would  apply  to  the 
Vice-Prefid  ent  and  to  other  officers  of  government.  He  did 
not  wifh  the  falaries  of  their  officers  to  be  fuch  as  fhould 
enable  them  to  make  fortunes  out  of  them,  but  he  would 
have  them  fiifficient  to  afford  a  handforae  living.  Were  they 
fo  at  prefent  ?  He  believed  not.  It  had  been  faid  the  other 
day,  that  they  could  not  afford  to  live  in  the  fame  ftile  with 
perfons  who  flood  on  the  fame  footing  with  i  hem  before  they 
went  into  office.  He  could  not  fay  whether  t  hey  wereobh'ged 
intrench  on  their  own  private  fortunes  j  if  't  v^as  fo,  he  aflced 
if  it  were  reafonable  or  juft  that  they  fhoul-i  be  fo  placed  ?  It 
certainly  was  not;  and,  therefore,  convinced  as  he  was  that 
the  people  of  the  U^iited  States  were  willing  and  able  to  fup- 
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port  the  expellees  of  their  government,  and  that  they  vvilhed 
their  officers  to  have  a  jiift  and  reafonable  compenfation, 
which  fhould  not  only  enable  them  to  make  a  refpciStable  ap- 
pearance in  the  eyes  of  their  own  citizens,  but  in  thofe  of 
foreigners,  he  fliould  have  no  fcruples  in  giving  Uis  confent 
to  the  advances  propofed. 

As  to  the  compenfation  allowed  to  the  members  of  that 
houfe,  here  he  had  knowledge;  he  could  fpeak  from  experi- 
ence. He  could  fay  that  he  had  diminifhed  his  income  looo 
dollars  a  year  fince  he  had  a  feat  in  that  houfe.  Did  his  con- 
flituents,  he  afked,  wifh  this  ?  He  believed  not.  They  did 
not  wifh  him  to  intrench  on  his  private  fortune,  whilft  he 
was  ferving  them.  They  did  not  expe<fl  him  to  Iquander 
av/ay  their  money  in  profusion  ;  nor  did  he,  he  lived  in  the 
moil:  economical  flile  ;  but  they  wiihed  his  reafonable  expen- 
ces  to  be  paid. 

Belides,  faid  Mr.  Buck,  were  the  rates  t)f  compenfation 
when- nr ft  eflabliihed,  eftabliilied  upon  this  principle  ?  He 
thought  not.  They  were  then  thought  to  be  a  jufl 
and  reafonable  conipenfation  ;  and,  if  it  was  not  then  un- 
reafonable,  it  could  not  now  be  reafonable-  Was  it  rfght, 
he  afked,  when  every  kind  of  labour  v/as  higher  by  one 
third  or  one  half  than  at  tiiat  time,  that  the  compenfations 
allowed  to  perfons  employed  by  government,  fiioujd  remain 
itiitionary  ?  He  could  not  conceive  that  this  was  either  jufc 
or  prope}',  or  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  wiihed  it. 

if  any  concluiion  might  be  drawn  from  the  pra£lice  of 
individual  Hates,  they  fl:i0uld  be  warranted  in  making  the 
propofed  advance,  lince  many  of  their  legiflatures  had  ad- 
vanced the  pay  of  their  members.  Indeed  he  believed  the. 
people  were  generally  convinced  of  the  neceSty  of  advancing 
the  compenfacions  allowed  to  theoflicers  of  government  and 
members  of  the  iegiflature,  under  the  prefent  circumllances. 

.Mr.  Buck  faid  he  v?as  not  for  making  a  periTianerit  increafe 
of  falaries,  except  to  the  Prelident  and  Vicc-Prefident,  He 
did  not  conceive  that  the  members  of  the  Legiilatures  ought 
to  have  more  than  was  fafficient  to  iupport  them,  without 
obliging  them  to  infringe  5pon  their  own  fortunes.  He  wiih- 
ed the  advance  thereof,  to  operate  no  longer  than  uniil  the 
prefent  exifting  clrcumftances  were  removed  i  he  Ihould  move, 
therefore,  to  have  the  duration  of  this  regulation  i^or  one  year^ 
inftead  of  tvv^o,  as  it  was  Doilible  in  the  mean  tuiii  tiis  price 
Vol.  IL  '       2  E 
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of  living  might  be  lb  reduced  as  to  make  the  additional  all6w° 
anceno  longer  neceilary 

Mr.  Rutherford  faid,  if  gentlemen  reafoned  together  for 
a  moment,  they  would  be  convinced  this  meafure  was  altoge- 
ther improper  and  unjull.  Our  prefent  prefident^,  (iiid  he,  is 
looked  lip  to  with  reverence^  as  to  Gincinnatus^  as  a  good  re=^ 
publican. 

When  the  comnjiiiioners  from  the  Republic  of  Holland 
went  to  treat  wkh  Spain,  they  v/ent  in  a  ftile  of  fuch  fimpli- 
city  as  to  command  the  greateft  refpeft.  They  afterwardis  ap>^ 
pointed  a  ftadtholder,  a  man  of  great  reputation  and  patriot- 
ifin,  doubtlefsj  like  our  prelident ;  but,  as  foon  as  they  fuffered 
themfelves  to  lofe  fight  6f  their  ilmplicity  and  plainnefs  of 
manners,  and  got  into  the  policy  and  fplendour  of  courts,  thev 
were  enflaved  by  their  ftadtholder;  for,  within  thefe  few 
years,  the  office  of  iladtholder  had  been  declared  hereditary. 
What  an  extravagance,  faid  he,  is  this  j  That  a  man  fhould  be 
horn  a  Stadtholder  or  a  King  !  And  added  he,  whilft  the  R.o- 
man  people  maintained  their  llmpiicity  of  m^anners,  whilft 
Ciriclnnatus  was  amongfi  them,  they  were  a  happy  people  ^ 
but,  when  they  loft  fight  of  their  plainnefs  of  manners,  they 
loft  fight  of  their  happinels« 

Let  us  look,  ,.faicf  he,  at  our  fifter  rifing  republic,  and  ob- 
ferve  how  they  are  doing  away  all  pomp  and  peageantry  in  their 
government  and  country,  and  aiming  at  a  fimplicity  of  man- 
ners^ but,  faid  he,  r:fear  we  have  not  loft-  fight  fufficiently  of 
kings,  priefts,  and  courts.  This  was  his  dread.  It  was  ne- 
cefTary  he  faid,  to  bound  thefe  ideas.  Patriotifm,  he  faidj 
could  not  be  pnrchafed,  and  fhould  they  defpair  of  getting  a 
man  to  fill  the  oftice  of  prefideht  without  they  increafed  the 
faiary  P  Muft  they  hire  a  mian  for  this  purpofe  ?  No,  they 
fhould  not  be  obliged  to  do  this  y  there  would  always  be  found 
men  of  abilities  and  patriotifm,  to  fill  that  office,  without  any 
view  to  pecuniary  advantage. 

Mr.  Dent  iaid,  the  queftion  was  to  make  an  amendment  by 
ftriking  out  the  firft  fetftion.  Being  in  favour  of  that  part 
which  contemplated  the  addition  of  5000  dollars  to  the  fa- 
iary of  the  Prefident,  and  oppofed  to  any  addition  to  that  of 
the  Vice-Prefident,  he  w^iihed  the  queftion  divided,  in  order 
to  accommodate  his  vote. 

The  chairman  faid  the  motion  was  to  ftrike  out  the  wholr; 
fe^tion^  and  it  could  not  be  divided. 
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The  motion  for  ftriking  put  was  then  put  and  carried,  5^ 
pembefs  being  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  Parker  then  moved  to  iirike  out  the  fecond  fe^lion; 
■which,  if  agreed  to,  would  deftroy  the  whole. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried.  Ayes      53. 

The  committee  then  rofe  and  the  houfe  took  up  the  bufi- 
nefs.         ■  4       '         '  ■ 

Mr.  Harper  hoged  the  report  would  not  be  agreed  to.  He 
faid,  he  had  voted  to  ftrike  out  the  additional  allowances  to 
'the  Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident,  becaufe  whatever  neceliity 
there  might  be  to  advance  the  falaries  allowed  to  them^  yet  the 
7000  dollars  propofed  would  be  more  properly  divided  amonglt 
numerous  officers  who  require  bounty.  He  thought  the 
fame  as  to  compenfations  to  members  of  the  Houfe  and  Se=" 
nate.  Many  of  your  officers,  faid  he,  have  but  juft  means  to 
exift.  If  any  thing  could  be  fpared  he  hoped  it  would  be  ap- 
plied where  it  v/as  moft  wanted.  He  hoped  and  trufted  the 
houfe,  before  they  increafed  the  falaries  of  that  defcription  of 
people,  (executive  ofiicers,  &c.)  would  iirfl  be  well  fatisfied 
they  wanted  it.  He  thought  upon  examination  it  would  be 
found  Tome  ofthofe  officers  did  need  an  advance.  He  men- 
tioned the  comptroller  of  the  treafury,  and  fome  others  who 
were  inadequately  paid.  He  would  wiih  it  to  be  divided  fo 
that  a  juft  diftin^tion  might  be  made,  as  fome  part  he  fhould 
fupport  and  fome  reje-^.  If  the  queftion  could  not  be  divided, 
he  Ihould  vote  againft  the  whole,  rather  than  agree  to  the  ad- 
dition propofed.  Mr.  H.  thought  it  very  necellary  that  fome 
parts  of  the  bill  fhould  pafs.  He  could  give  his  reafons,  but  he 
did  not  wifh  to  recapitulate  all  the  arguments  that  could  be  ad^ 
duced  to  fhow  the  propriety  of  his  ideas,  that  men  of  talents 
be  employed  in  offices  of  truft,  fome  of  which  were  not  fuffi- 
ciently  paid  to  invite  fuch  charadlers.  He  hoped  before  the 
decifion,  gentlemen  would  look  over  the  lift  of  officers  in- 
cluded, and  think  whether,  from  recurring  to  their  prefent 
allowance  there  v/as  not  fome  danger  of  loling  them,  withdut 
additional  compenfation.  If  on  going  over  them  one  by  one, 
there  fliould  be  but  one  valuable  officer  in  this  fituation,  liQ 
hoped  that  one  v/ould  be  attxended  to.  He  fliould  have  men- 
tioned fome  of  thefe  ideas  before,  but  for  the  rnpidity  wick 
which  the  vote  palled  the  chair.  He  hoped  they  Ihould  dif- 
agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  lo  as  ia 
go  over  the  whole  of  the  items. 
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Mr.  Page  faid,  from  a  view  of  our  revenue  and  cxpences, 
this  was  not  the  time  to  increafe  falaries.  He  thought  in  pro- 
portion to  the  hardnefs  of  the  times,  every  officer  in  the  go- 
vernment iliould  conduct  his  mode  of  hving;  every  perfon 
feels  in  proportion.  If  the  falaries  of  the  officers  of  govern- 
ment was  to  be  increafed  becaufe  Uving  was  more  expenfive, 
it  was  proportionable  as  to  thofe  people  who  would  have  to 
pay  the  propofed  addition.  He  would  rather  lofe  a  good 
officer  than  agree  to  this  bill  in  any  form.  He  thought  it 
would  have  a  very  mifchievous  tendency.  The  houfliold  ex- 
pences  of  thofe  officers  had  better  be  retrenched  then  additi- 
onal taxes  fliould  be  laid  to  increafe  their  falaries. 
,  The  queftion  was  agreed  by  one  fifth  of  the  members, 
to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  *^  That  the  houfe  do  agree  with 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  in  their  difagreement 
to  the  bill,"  and  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Yeas  58. 

Nays  38. 

Thofe  who  voted  in  the  affirmatinre  are. 


Theodorus  Bailey, 
Abraham  Baldwin, 
David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Richard  Brent, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Demfey  Burges, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Gabriel  Chriftie, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
"William  Find  ley, 
]cKc  Franklin, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 
Albert  Gallatin. 
James  Gillefpie, 
Chriilopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
William  B.  Grove, 
Wade  Hampton, 
George  Hancock, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon,, 


JohnHathorn, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
John  Heath, 
Thomas  Henderfon, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
Matthew  Locke, 
William  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  . 
James  Madifon, 
John  Milled ge, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Page, 
Jofiah  Parker, 
John  Patten, 
Francis  Prefton, 
John  Richards, 
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Robert  Rutherford, 

Wilham  Strudwick, 

John  S.  Sherburne, 

Mark  Thomfon, 

Tompfon  J.  Skinner, 

William  Van  Cortlandt, 

Ifrael  Smith, 

Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 

Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 

Abraham  Venable,  and 

Thomas  Sprigg, 

Richard  Winn. 

Thofe  who  voted  in  the 

negative,  are. 

Fiflier  Ames, 

Edward  Livlngfton, 

Theophihis  Bradbury, 

Samuel  Lyrnan, 

Daniel  Buck, 

Francis  Malbone, 

Jofhua  Coit, 

William  Vans  Murray, 

William  Cooper, 

Elilha  R.  Potter, 

William  Craik, 

John  Reed, 

Samuel  W.  Dana, 

Samuel  Sewall, 

James  Davenport, 

Samuel  Sitgreaves, 

George  Dent, 

Jeremiah  Smith, 

George  Ege, 

Nathaniel  Smith, 

Abie!  Fofter, 

Ifaac  Smith, 

Dwight  Fofter, 

Samuel  Smith, 

Ezekiei  Gilbert, 

William  Smith, 

Nicholas  Gilman, 

Zcphaniah  Swift, 

Henry  Glen, 

George  Thatcher, 

Chauncey  Goodrich, 

Richard  Thomas, 

Roger  Grifwold, 

John  E.  Van  Allen, 

Robert  Goodioe  Harper, 

Peleg  Wadfworth,  and 

William  Hindman, 

John  Williams. 

A  meffage  was  received  from  the  Senate  informing  the 
Houfe,  that  the  Vice-Prefident  had  laid  before  them  the  fol- 
lowing communication. 

«f  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate ^ 

<'  In  confequence  of  the  declaration  made  yeflerday  in  the 
chamber  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  of  the  ele£lion  of  a 
Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident  of  the  United  States,  the  record 
pf  which  has  juft  now  been  read  from  your  Journal  by  your 
Secretary,  I  have  judged  it  proper  to  give  notice,  that  on  the 
4th  of  March  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  I  propofe  to  attend  again 
in  the  chamber  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  order  to 
take  the  oatk  prefcribed  by  the  Conftitution  of  the  United 
States  to  be  taken  by  the  Prefident,  to  be  adminiftered  by  the 
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Cliicf  Juftice,  or  fucli  other  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  t%e 
United  States  as  can  mofb  conveniently  attend,  and  in  cafe 
none  of  thofe  Judges  can  attend,  by  the  Judge  of  the  diftricc  of 
Pennfylvania,  before  fuch  Senators  and  Reprefentives  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  find  it  convenient  to  honour  the 
tranfadlion  with    their  prefence." 

The  Clerk  of  the  Senate  alfo  communicated  the  follow- 
ing refolutione 

"  Rcfolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  join  fhch 
Committee"  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives,  to  conlider  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  meafures 
fhail  be  adopted  for  the  further  accommodation  of  the  Pre- 
fident  a£ter  the  4th  of  March  next ;  and  that  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
Mr.  Tazewell,  and  Mr.  Reed^  be  a  joint  fommittee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate/' 

Mr.  Ames  prefented  a  petition  from  the  manufacturers 
of  Cordage  iti  the  State  of  Maffachufetts,  praying  for  an  in- 
creafe  of  duty  to  be  laid  on  cordage  imported^ 

Mr.  Malbone  prefented'  a  fmiilar  petition  from  Providence 
in  R.hode-Ifland,  and  Mr.  Livinfton  one  from  New-York, 
all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures ,  '  " 

Mr.  Livingfton  alfo  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Infpec- 
tors  of  the  Cuftoms  of  New-York,  praying  for  anincreafe  of 
falary.  '  ' 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  on  compcnfatiism 
to  thofe  officers. 

Mr.  Livingfton  alfo,  prefented  a  petition  from  Sarah 
Macomb  and  others,  praying  that  grants  of  certain  lands  in 
the  vicinity  of  Detroit,  made  by  the  Indians  to  William  and 
Alexander  Macomb,  as  tenants  in  common,  may  be  confirm.- 
cd  to  the  devifees  of  William  Macomb  deccafed. 

Referred  to  Meffrs.  Baldwin,  Varnum,  and  Maclay  to 
report  thereon. 

Alfo  a  petition  of  HendrickDoyer,  merchant  and  diftiller 
of  New-York,  praying  relief  againft  a  deciiion  of  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  treafury,  relative  to  a  penalty  incurred  for  a 
breach  of  the  revenue  laws. 

Referred  to  the  committee  of -commerce  and  manufaftures- 

Mr.  Gallatin  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted for  the  5th  ult.  the  report  of  the  attorney  general  on  the 
memorial  on  John  C.  Symmes,  made  a  report,  which  was 
com^mitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  on  Monday 

^^QXt» 


(       40?       ) 

Mr.  Harper  moved  tl^e  following  refolutions   : 

Refolved,  That  the  method  of  taking  evidence  to  be  ad- 
duced in  the  trial  of  contefted  eledlions  for  this  Houfe  Ihall^ 
hereafter,  be  as  follows  : 

Firji. — The  party  intending  to  conteft  an  ele£lionj  fhall 
give  notice  of  fuch  intention  to  the  pcrfon  returned.  If  it  be 
an  eledlion  in  the  ufuai  courfe,  this  notice  fhall  be  given  at 
leafi;  weeks,  before  the  time  when 

the  faid  perfon  is  to  take  his  feat;  if  not  in  tlie  ufual  courfe, 
but  to  fill  a  vacancy,  then  the  notice  fhall  be  given  within 
days  after  the  perfons  appointed  to  hold  the 
election,  fhall  have  made  known,  publicly,  the  ftate  of  the 
polL  The  notice  fhall  be  delivered  in  writing,  at  the  ufual 
refidenee  of  the  perfon  returned;  and  if  he  be  abfent,  fhall  be 
left  there  open. 

Secondly. — Either  party  intending  to  take  examinations, 
{hall  then  apply  to  foi^e  juftice,  or  judge  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  or  fome  chancellor,  juftice,  or  judge  of  a  fu- 
preme,  fuperior  or  county  court,  or  court  of  common  pleas 
of  any  ftate,  or  fome  mayor  or  chief  magiflrate  of  a  town  or 
city,  and  fhall  obtain  a  notification,  under  his  hand  and  feal, 
diredled  to  the  oppofite  party,  and  requiring  him  to  attend, 
hj  himfelf,  or  his  attorney,  duly  authorized,  and  crofs  ex- 
amine the  witnefTes.  This  notification  fhall  ftate  the  time 
and  place  of  examination,  and  the  nam.es  of  the  v/itnefTes  ;  and 
it  fhall  be  ferved  on  the  oppofite  party,  or  his  attorney,  duly 
authorlzedj  as  either  may  be  nearefl  to  fuch  place,  provided 
either  is  within  one  hundred  miles  of  it.  For  attendance, 
after  ferving  the  notification,  one  day,  exclufive  of  Sundays, 
fhall  be  allowed  for  every  twenty  miles. 

Thirdly, — la  all  cafes,  where  either  party  fhall  give  notice 
to  the  other,  of  his  having  appointed  an  attorney,  for  the  pur- 
pofes  aforefaid,  it  fhall  be  neceffary  to  ferve  the  above  men- 
tioned notification  on  the  attorney. 

F^«r//j/v.— Every  perfon  depoiing,  fliall  make  oath  or 
affirmation  to  teflify  the  whole  truth,  and  fliali  fubfcribethe 
teftimony  by  him  or  her  given,  which  fhall  be  reduced  to 
writing  only  by  the  magiftrate  taking  the  depoiltion,  or  by 
the  deponent  in  his  prefence.  The  depofltion  fo  taken, 
together  with  a  certificate  of  the  notices,  and  proof  of  the 
ferVice  of  them,  Ihail  be  fealed  up  by  the  magiflrate  who  took 
it,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  Speaker  of  this  Hpufe^ 
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Rifolvsdy  Thit  the  eKamiaatioiij?  of  witnelTes,  taken  in 
this  manner,  and  no  other,  fhail  hereafter  be  admitted  on 
the  trials  of  contefted  elecHons. 

Refolved,  That  copies  of  any  papers  recorded  in  any  office 
of  record,  provided  thofe  copies  be  attefted  under  the  hand 
and  feal  of  the  recording  officer,  fhall  be  admitted  at  all  fuch 
trials,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  originals  v/ould  be,  if  pro- 
duced.—-In  like  manner,  copies  of  any  other  papers,  of  a 
public  nature,  and  remaining  in  the  poiTeffion  of  a  public 
officer,  fhall  be  admitted,  when  attefted  under  the  hand  and 
feal  of  that  officer. 

Refolvedi  That  copies  of  thofe  refolutions, 

fliail  be  forwarded,  forthwith,  to  the  executive  of  every  ftate, 
with  a  requcfi:,  that  they  will  caufe  the  managers  of  every 
elefHon,  in  their  refpe<SUve  ftates,  to  be  furnifbed  with,  at 
leaft,  one  copy. 

Mr.  Heath  next  moved  that  the  confideratlon  of  thefe  re- 
folutions fhould  be  poftponed  till  the  3d  of  March  nzza^  as 
they  would  take  up  too  much  time.  It  would  be  better  for 
the  next  Congrefs  to  difcufs  them. 

,  Mr.  Harper  iaid  that  it  would  be  of  no  ufe  to  meddle  with 
them,  unlefs  it  were  done  immediately.  They  were  defigncd 
to  operate  previous  to  the  next  feffion.  Any  mode  of  taking- 
evidence  was  better  than  to  have  none  at  all.  In  the  prefcnt 
ftate  of  matters,  people  came  here  from  Maine  or  Virginia, 
to  afli  the  Houfe  what  were  the  rules  of  taking  evidence.  A 
late  inftance  occured  from  Georgia.  The  people  waited  here 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  then  went  back  with  inftru^lions 
how  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  argued  that  this  remedy  would  not  anfwcr 
the  defecl.  The  refolutions,  if  paft,  vv^ould  not  bind  the  next 
Congrefs.  This  could  only  be  done  by  a  la'vv  paffing  through 
both  houfes.  Hence  it  v/as  needlefs  to  vote  for  thcm^  as  our 
fucceirors  may  difagree  to  t  hem.  Mr.  Murray  differed  from 
Mr.  Sitgreaves,  if  rules  are  not  made  now,  they  will  be  too 
late.  In  a  cafe  fo  diftant  as  Georgia,  a  year  would  at  any  rate 
be  fpent^  before  there  could  be  a  deciiion. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid  that  a  polition  had  been  afiiamed  that 
the  rules  made  in  this  houfe  would  regulate  the  next.  This 
he  denied.  They  were  not  binding  on  the  fucceeding  houfe, 
unlefs  they  faw  lit.  He  faid  that  contefted  ele<Slions  were  a 
growing  evil.  There  was  vexy  little  encouragement  for  people 
coming  from  the  country  to  ccnteft  them. 
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:     Dn  a  divilion,  whether  the  refolutioii  ihould  he  deferred 
till  the  3d  of  March, 

Ayes         34. 
.  :  .  Noes         40. 

The  refolutions  were  then  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  on  Monday  next. 

5    The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  following  letter  froni 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 

-♦  ■ 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Fi'bruary  gth^   ^797' 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  tranfmit  herewith,  a  flatenient  of 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  exported  from  the  United 
States,  during  one  year,  prior  to  the  30th  of  Septeinber 
1796.- 

Of  the  whole  value  of  faid  exports,  being  67,064,097 
dollars,  it  is  eftimated  that  about  26,300,000  has  arifenfronl 
the  exportation  of  foreign  goods  "and  merchandize, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Very  refpei£lfully. 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTt,  Jun. 

Secreiars^  of  the  Trcofurfo    " 

The  Honourable  the  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefsntatives, 

Vol.  IL  <?  F 
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A  General  Statement 


OF     THE 


EXPOPvTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Commencing  the  ifl;  of  Oftober  1795,  and  ending  the  30th 
of  September  1796. 


Quantity  cr 

SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDIZE. 

Value. 

Ashes— Pot, 

^ 

Tons 

3.661 

Pearl, 

- 

ditto 

1-423 

Apples,, 

- 

barrels 

5.502 

Beer,  Ale,  Porter  and  Cider,  in  caflcs 

,  gallons 

328.883 

Ditto — bottles 

- 

dozens 

14.002 

Beef, 

barrels 

92.521 

Bifcuit  or  fliip-bread, 

ditto 

'     181.065 

Ditto, 

- 

kegs 

26.102 

Buckwheat, 

. 

bufhcis 

32 

Barley, 

- 

ditto 

345 

Bran  and  Shorts, 

-      ditto 

80 

Beans  and  peas. 

.^ 

ditto 

155.287 

Butter, 

- 

pounds 

2.554.885 

Boots, 

- 

pairs 

7.950 

Bricks         _              -              - 

number 

602.700 

Corn — ^Indian, 

- 

bufliels 

1. 173. 552 

Cheefe, 

- 

pounds 

1.794.536 

Chocolate, 

- 

ditto 

29.698 

Cotton, 

■   - 

ditto 

6.106.729 

CofFee,             -             - 

- 

ditto 

62.385.117 

Cocoa,                  - 

-     ditto 

928.107 

Coal, 

". 

bufliels 

9-53^- 

Candles— "Wax,         ^    - 

- 

pounds 

9978 

Ditto — ^Spermaceti, 

- 

ditto 

2  2  J. 903 

Ditto — ^Tallow, 

ditto 

1.997.398 

Canvafs  or  Sail-cloth, 

- 

pieces 

4.683 

Cables  and  cordage. 

- 

cwt. 

8.707 

Cards — ^wool  and  cotton, 

. 

dozens 

B5 

Ditto,  playing, 

•- 

packs 

200 

Copper  or  Brafs  and  Copper,  i 

ma-  ~) 

Value 

nufa^lured. 

Dollars 

3-273 

Coaches  and  other  Carriages, 

- 

ditto 

13.999 
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SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDIZE. 


^(aniity  or 
Value, 


Floui', 

[barrels 

725.194 

Fifli,  dried  or  fmoked. 

quintals 

377-713 

Ditto— Pickled,                 -     . 

barrels 

84.558 

Ditto — ditto,             -             ^ 

kegs 

S'^':>^ 

Furniture — lioufe, 

dollars 

9-483 

Flaxfeed, 

bufhels 

256.200 

Flax, 

pounds 

16,594 

Gun-powder,         -           -           - 

ditto 

2.519 

Ginfeng,             -             -             - 

ditto 

10.713 

Hats,         -  • 

dollars 

57.416 

Hams  and  bacon,         -•         ~ 

pounds 

2.096.177 

Hair-powder, 

ditto 

30.561 

Hemp,           - 

cwt. 

2.09G 

Hops, 

pounds 

76.634 

Hides — raw. 

number 

40.363 

Horned  Cattle^ 

ditto 

4.625 

Horfes,                 -                 - 

ditto 

4.285 

Hogs, 

ditto 

6,752 

Iron — ^Pig,              -           - 

Tons 

502 

Ditto—Bar, 

ditto 

S43 

Ditto — Caftings, 

dollars 

453 

Ditto— all  other  manufadlured. 

ditto 

160.094 

Indigo,                  -                  4 

pounds 

915,635 

Lard, 

ditto 

1.124.971 

Leather,             -            -      -         - 

ditto 

127.044 

Lead,             -               -             - 

ditto 

1.199,439 

Meal— Rye, 

biiihels 

152.784 

Ditto— Indian,              - 

ditto 

540.286 

Ditto— Buckwheat,               t 

ditto 

t.076 

Muftard, 

pounds 

5.240 

Molaaes, 

gallons 

112.257 

Mules,                  ^ 

number 

1.718 

Medicinal  drugs,             -            value  dollars. 

53-949 

Merchandize  and  all  articles  not 
enumerated. 

^     ditto 

6.794.346 

Oil— Linfeed, 

gallons 

34-721 

Ditto— -Spermaceti, 

ditto 

164,045 

Ditto— -whale  aad  other  iiih. 

ditto 

1.176.65a 

Oats,              ^              -              - 

buflieis 

59-797 

Pork, 

.   barrels 

73.881 

Pitchy 

ditto 

18.083 
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SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDIZE. 


Value. 


Potatoes,                  -                  - 

bulhels 

48.767 

Poultry, 

dozens 

5.084 

Rice, 

tierces 

131.039 

Rye, 

bufliels 

4-319 

Rofin, 

barrels 

14.183 

Spices— Pepper, 

pounds 

491.33a 

Ditto — ^Pimento, 

ditto 

49^.028 

Ditto — all  other. 

dollars 

6.23!;: 

Spirits — Foreign  diftilied, 

gallons- 

667.506 

Ditto — Domeftic, 

ditto 

9<^3-325' 

Shoes  and  flippers. 

pairs. 

212.774 

3kins  and  furs, 

dollars 

273.201- 

Saddlery, 

ditto 

4^823 

Starch,              .             _            - 

pounds 

51.816 

Soap,             -              '. 

ditto 

2.713.729. 

Sugar — Brown  and  other  clayed 

ditto 

34.8,48.644 

Ditto— Refined, 

ditto 

5>84.i46 

Sheep,               - 

number 

.  6,140 

Ship  flufF, 

cwt. 

8.706 

Salt, 

bufliels 

52.163 

SnufF, 

pounds 

267.046, 

Tobacco^manufa£l:Ured, 

.   ditto 

C29.181? 

nitto^ — unmanufactured, 

hogflieads 

69.018 

Tallov/,              -                    - 

pounds 

187,403 

Tar,              -      . 

barrels 

64.60Q 

Turpentine, 

ditto 

41.490 

Ditto — Spirits  of 

gallons 

28.628 

Tea— Bohea, 

pounds 

74-547 

Ditto — Souchong  and  other  black       ditto 

9-327 

Ditto — Hyfon,                    -    . 

ditto 

30-531 

Ditto — other  Green,           .  - 

ditto 

20.923. 

Wheat,                  -     -   „         -    - 

bulhels 

31.226' 

Whale  Bone, 

pounds 

308.314 

Wax,              ,    -                     -     -■ 

ditto 

317-83^ 

W^ncs — Madeira, 

gallons 

198.645* 

Ditto— all  other. 

ditto 

1.505.42.7 

Ditto — bottled,   .             -     • 

dozens 

30-108 

Wood— Staves  and  heading. 

number 

34.588.904: 

Ditto — Shingles, 

.ditto 

47.307..112 

Ditto— hoops,  and  poles. 

.  ditto 

3.71I0062 
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feet 


SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDIZE. 

Ditto — Boards,' plankj  Icantling,   ) 
and  timber  J  -  ^ 

Ditto— timber,  -  tons 

Ditto — -ail  other,  and  lumber,  dollars 

Ditto— Oak  Bark,  and  all  other  dye    ditto 
Ditto-r— all  other  manufactures  of,       ditto 


i/arJky  or 
Value.    --' 


53.871.476 

8.585 
120.197 
188.453 
111.848 


A        SUMMARY 

Of  the  Value  and  Deftination  of  the  Exports  of  the  United  State. 
-  ;  '  agreeable  to  the  above  Statement,  ■ 


To  Ruffia  and  Dominions 
Sweden    "     "*   ditto 
Denmark  ditto  - 

United  Netherlands  and  dominions, 
Great-Britain,"  ditto 

Imperial  ports  of  the  Auftrian  Netheriand 

and  Germany 
Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  other  Hanfe  towns 
France  and  Dominions  - 

Spain,  ditto 

Portugal,  ditto  -    " 

Italy,      •  ditto  •  ^  ■      - 

China  and  Eafl-Indies,  generally. 
Weft -Indies,  generally,  .      - 

Africa,  generally,  - 

North-weft  coalt  of  America, 
Europe  for  a  market,  and  uncertain  ports. 


Dollars. 

47.3  B I 
1.096.407 
2.1575,589 
7.875.364 

23.164.545 

35-959 
9.471.498 

11.623,314 
3.650,678 
5S9-44B 
1.100.522 
1.352.860 
3.367.942 

537-355 

23.510 

481,725 


Total,         67.064.097 


A       S    U   M   Pvl   A    R    Y 

Of  the-  Value  of  the  Exports  from  each  ^taU. 

Dollars. 

From  New-Hampili're^                 -               -  378.161 

MalTachufetts,               r                 «  9-949-345 

Rhode-Man  J 5             -             -         -  1.589.87a 

Conne6ticut_j             -          -            -  ^•452.793 

New-York,              '    -                      -  i2»2o8.o27 

New-Jerley,              -                        °  59*227 

Pennfylvania^              -                  -  17.513.86(5 

Delaware,                   -                       -  201.142 

Marybndi                      -               -  9.201.3 15 

¥irginia,              »             7                «  5->268.655 

North-Carolina,              -                -  671.487 

South-Carolina^                  «                  ~  7.620.049 

Gsorgiaj                  «:                        -  950.158 

Total,  67,064.097 


Treafitry  Department, 

Regifler^s  Office^  February  7th,  1797. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regfler, 

Mr.  Gallatin  reported  a  bill  for  allowing  a  drawback  oil 
domeftic  diftilled  fpirits  exported  in  veiTels  of  lefs  burden 
than  thirty  tons  by  the  Miffilippi.  It  was  twice  read,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  he  fhould  lay  a  refolution  on  the  tabic 
which  he  fhould  call  up  in  a  day  or  two,  the  difcuffion  of 
which  would  require  the  gallaries  to  beclofed.  The  houfe 
would  not  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  to  what  fubjc6t  it  alluded. 

The  houfe  took  up  the  confideration  of  the  difagreement 
of  the  fenate  on  the  mode  of  notifying  the  vice  prefident  of 
hia  ele6lion,  and  MelTrs.  Sitgreavcs,  Parker  and  J.  Smith 
■were  appointed  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bil! 
granting  appropriations  for  tlie  year  1 797  \  and  the  houfe 
accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on 
that  fubjedj  Mr.  Muhlenburg  in  the  chair^  whigh  was  |>rpS». 
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c^e(^ed  with  until  they  came  to  the  item  for  foreign  inter- 
couxfej  without  any  amendment,  except  allowing  the  pur- 
veyor a  clerk,  which  had  before  been  ftruck  out. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  that  he  was  a  careful  man.  He  had 
faved  to  the  public,  within  the  laft  year,  tv/enty  thoufand 
dollars,  by  going  about  to  vendues,  and  buying  articles 
cheaper  than  they  otherwife  could  be  had.  Mr.  S.  Smith 
learned  this  from  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury.  He  had  not 
himfelf  feen  the  perfon.  If  deprived  of  a  clerk,  he  mighj: 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  take  fo  much  trouble,  and  the 
public  would  be  lofers. 

On  a  divifion,  the  cletk  was  kept  in. 
Ayes  30* 
Noes  28. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  that  the  committee  might  rife,  as^ 
that  would  be  an  article  which  would  call  for  confiderabie^ 
difcullion,  and  it  was  then  too  late  an  hour  to  enter  upon  it- 
The  committee  accordingly  rofe,  and  had  leave  to  lit  again, 
-  Mr.  Gallatin  moved  a  refolution  to  the  following  effect : 

'^  Refolved,  That  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  be  dire<fl- 
cd  to  lay  before  this  houfe,  a  detailed  ftatement  of  the  ex* 
penditure  of  any  fums  which  have  been  appropriated  for  de- 
fraying the  expenfes  attending  our  interoourfe  with  foreign 
nations,  excepting  fuch  flatements  as  have  been  laid  before 
the  houfe  in  any  confidential  communication  by  the  prefident 
of  the  United  States."     Agreed. 

Adjourned. 

Friday  February,  10. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  from  the  joint  commitrtee  appointed  on  the- 
fubje£l  of  the  eledlion  of  a  Pre ii dent  and  Yice  Preiidentj 
teported  a  refolution  to  the  houfe,  in  conformity  to  thatpaf^ 
fed  eight  years  ago,  on  a  fimiiar  occaiion,  viz.  requefting 
the  Senate  to  notify  the  Vice-Prefident  of  his  eiecSlion  in 
fuch  a  v/ay  as  they  fhall  think  proper,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dwight  Poller,  from  the  committee  of  claim  s^  made 
report  on  the  petitions  of  Peter  Grove,  Prcfiey  Thornton 
and  William  Moore,  which  were  againfl  the  petitioners,  aii'l 
were  concurred  in  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
reported  a  bill  for  repealing  in  part  the  aft  laying  a  duty  on 
fpirits  diftilled  in  the  United  States,  pa5ed  in  May,  1 702, 
and  for  impoling  a  duty  on  the  capacity  of  ftills  of  certain 
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dcichptions^.  wliich  was  read  a  fecond  time  and  ordered  to  -^ 
committee  of  th^  whole  on  Tuefday  next. 

Mr.  Parker  wifhcd  the  unfiniOied  bulinef^>  relative  to  ap- 
propriations to  be  poftponed  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  up  the 
report  on  the  naval  eftablifhment ;  as  it  was  receffary  to  de- 
termine, before  the  appropriations  were  gone  through,  whe- 
ther the  houfe  would  complete  the  frigates,  or  take  the 
means  recommended  with'  refpeft  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
Naval  Yard,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  a  future  fupply  of 
timbej". 

The  following  is  a  ftatement  xeceived  from  the  Secretary 
at  War  of  the  prefent  fituation  and  appropriations  neceifary 
to  compleat  and  m.an  the  three  frigates  nov/  building  ;  with 
the  report  of  the  committee  thereonJ 


War  Office y  January  ilthi   1797- 
SIR, 

In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  21ft  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honour  to  fubmit  the  inclofed  ftatements,  which  exhibit 
as  particular  a  view  of  the  material  objects  of  your  enqui- 
ries,  as  could  be  obtained,  w:ithout  occafioning  a  delay  that 
might  have  counteracted  your  intenfionsi. 

The  meafures  that  have  been  taken  to  prepare  the  rig- 
ging and  fails,  and  to  procure  the  neceflary  fbores,  and  the 
advances  made  towards  the  final  equipment  of  the  frigates^ 
render  it  probable,  that  they  may  be  got  ready  for  fea,  in 
about  tv/o  months  after  being  launched. 

While  on  this  fubje6f,  permit  me  to  obferve,  that  if  coii- 
grefs  perceive  advantages  in  the  extenfion  of  their  marine, 
or  think  it  expedient,  that  early  precautions  fliould  be  taken 
to  fecure  to  the  United  States  a  lafting  fund  of  live  oak 
for  future  ufe  •,  it  will  be  proper,  that  authority  fliould  be 
given  for  the  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  purchafe  a  fcite  for  a. 
navy  yard. 

The  probability  is,  that  an  article  fo  important  to  maritime 
nations  as  live  oak,  will  be  fought  after  with  much  avidity, 
and  that  the  land  which  is  cloathed  with  it,  may  pafs  into 
hands  that  may  make  its  attainment  hereafter  more  expert- 
five,  if  not  impra6iicable. 
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But  whether  it  is  right,  that  the  United  States  fliould  he 
the  purchafer  of  fuch  land,  is  a  qiieftion  which  no  dpubt 
you  have  examined. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  great  refpeci:. 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

JAMES    M'HENRY. 

Honourable  Mr.  Parker,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  for  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of 
naval  equipments,    &;c.   &c. 

■State7nent  of  the  progrefs  made  in   building  a  Frigate  at  Phila~ 
delphia,  to  carry  forty  four  gunSi 

The  hull  is  all  planked  infide  and  out,  and  all  the  prins 
cipal  decks  are  laid  and  caulked,  excepting  a  part  of  the 
gundeck  :  the  lipper-deck  beams  are  in  and  a  part  of  them 
kneed ;  about  half  of  the  bottom  is  dubbed  off,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  part  caulked :  the  braces  and  pintles  for  the  rotherj 
are  all  call :  the  knee  of  the  head,  together  with  the  figure, 
are  nearly  ready.  All  other  parts  of  the  hull,  is  in  fucli 
forwardnefs,  that  it  is  expected  Ihe  may  be  launched  by  the 
beginning  of  April  next,  provided  the  winter  does  not  prove 
fevere.  The  rigging  is. all  made  and  nearly  fitted  :  the  yarrs 
for  the  cables  are  fpun :  the  anchors  and  iron  ballall  on 
hand ;  and  the  blocks,  deadeyes,  water  cafks,  boats,  Ian- 
thorns,  and  all  the  tin  u^ork,  are  provided.  The  other 
materials  are  in  part  procured,  and  the  work  iri  general  pros 
greffes  rapidly  towards  completion; 


Ziatement  of  the  progrefs  made  in  building  n  Frigate  ^  Bofon^ 
to  carry  forty  four  guns. 

The  whole  of  the  frame  is  raifed,  and  is  ready  for  plank- 
ing :  the  wales  are  prepared,  and  it  is  expected,  will  be -on 
and  failened  this  month :  the  keelfons  are  in  theii:  places^ 
and  bolted  off.  The  mafts  are  now  in  hand,  and  the  boa.s 
are  building  :  all  the  deadeyes  for  lower  and  topmaft  (lirou'S 
are  made  and  ftrapped.  The  knees  for  all  the  decks,  aie 
procured,  as  Vv^ell  as  the  beams,  carling,  ledges^  &c.  Jrcn 
Vol.  II.  3  G 
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ballaft  fufficietit,  is  in  flore,  and  the  neceflary  materials  for 
completing  the  hull,  are  procured  and  received! 

The  hemp  for  the  cables,  rigging,  &c.  and  blocks,  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  refpe£live  tradefmen,  manufacturing  ; 
and  if  the  winter  fnould  prove  favourable,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  this  frigate  may  be  launched  in  July  next. 


Statement  of  the  progrefs  made  in  huild'mga  Frigate  at  Baltimore y 
to  carry  thirty  fix  guns. 

The  whole  of  the  frame  is  raifed :  the  wales,  black  ftra- 
kes  ;  flufli,  quarter,  '^nd  fore  drifs  on  and  drelled  off.  The 
cieling,  clamps  for  gun,  lower,  and  orlop  decks,  are  all  in 
and  dubbed  off.  The  beams  are  prepared  and  ready  to  be 
put  into  their  refpe£live  flations.  The  bottom  is  now  plank- 
ing, and  the  knees  are  getting  ready  for  the  decks ;  other 
parts  of  the  hull  are  progreffing  as  faft  as  the  workmen 
can  be  employed  to  advantage ;  and  from  prefent  appear- 
ances, this  ihip  may  be  launched  in  May  next.  The  lower 
topmaft  and  topgallant  Ihrouds,  with  all  their  refpeftive 
flays,  are  fitted  and  ready  to  go  over  the  mail  heads.  The 
other  rigging  is  alfo  in  great  forw^ardnefs. 

The  boats  are  all  built;  v/ater  calks  moflly  made,  to- 
gether with  the  blocks,  deadeyes,  hearts,  &c.  &c.  The 
cannon  for  die  gundeck  are  all  in  the  navy  yard,  trimmicd, 
and  are  ready  for  mounting  on  the  carriages  which  are 
made. 


EJlimate  of  the  funis  necejfary  to  complete  and  equip  the  Frigata 
United  States,  and  Constitution,  cf  44  guns,  ana 
Constellation,  of  -^6  guns. 

To  complete  the 
frigate  building 
at  Philadelphia     SSi9'}^ 

To  complete  the 
frigate  building 
at  Bofton  9^iSl^   1^ 


Carried  forward        152,521    7  "^ 
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Lr flight  over  ^      152,521    7 1 

.-  ccmplete  the 
frigate  building 
sit  Baltimore  47j375 


i99,-896  71 

Sahries  of  two  perfons  to  have 
charge  of  the  timber  in  the 
navy  yards  at  New-York  and 
Norfolk  ijOGO 

Rent  of  navy  yards  at  New- 
York  and  Portfmouth  (N. 
H.)     ,        -  -  1,200 


202,09$  71 
Balance  of  appropriation  unexpended  24,133   7S 


To  be  provided  for,  to  complete  and 

equip  the  above  frigates,   &e.  177,9^2  93 


An  Estimate  of  the  expence  for  pay  and  fuhfiflence  of  the  Cap^ 
tains  and  Crews  of  two  44  guns  and  one  36  guns  frigates^ 

Pay  of  the  ofKcers,  feamen  and  marines  of  two  frigates  of 
forty  four  guns  each. 

Dols.  per  mo.      11  mo. 

2  Captains     -^--^»-.    -     ^^  i8o<» 

8  Lieutenants      ----,--40  3840 

2  Lieutenants  of  Marines  -     -     -     -     2(5  624 

2  Chaplains-  -^------40  960 

2  Sailing  Mailers     ------     40  9<5o 

.  2  Surgeons    --^---,-50  1200 

4  Surgeon's  Mates   ------30  1440 

2  Purfers        -     -     ^     -----     40  960 

Q.  Boatfwains       -------     18  432, 

2  Gunners     -,------     18  432 

%  Sail  makers      -------18  432 

Carried  forivard     13,080 
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Vols,  per  777 c.    I'X    /,;,;., 

Brought  over  13,080 

2  Carjjenters       _>_-_-     18  432 

4  Boatfwain's  Mates      -     -     -     -     13  624 

4  Gunner's  Mates    -----     13  624 

2  Sail  maker's  Mates     ----13  312 

.  1 6  Midfhipmen     ------13  2496 

4  Mafter's  Mates      -----      13  624 

2  Captain's  Clerks    -----13  312 

2  Cockfwains       ------      13  312 

2  Yeomen  of  the  Gun  Rooms     -     13  312 

22  Quarter  Gunners  -     -     -     _     -     13  3432. 

4  Carpenter's  Mates      -     -     -     -     13  624 

2  Armourers       ------      13  312 

2  Stev/ards     -------13  312 

2  Coopers      --------13  312 

2  Mailers  at  Arms  -----13  312 

2  Cooks    --------13  312 

300  Seamen       -------      n  39600 

206  Midfhipmen  and  ordinary  Seamen    9  22248 

2  Serjeants     -------10  240 

2  Corporals    -------      10  240 

2  Drummers        -----     ^       9  216 

2  Fifers     --------       9  216 

100  Marines       -------       9  10800 


4096  dollars  per  month,  for  each 
frigate  of  forty  four  guns. 


I  Captain 

3  Lieutenants 

I  Lieutenant  of  Marines 

I  Surgeon 

I  Surgeon's  Mate 

I  Sailing  Mailer 

I  Purfer     - 

I  Boatfwain    - 


Txen  ani 

d  marines 

of  one 

irty  fix 

guns 

. 

Dels. 

iier   7V0.      13   7?:o 

- 

IS 

■900 

- 

- 

40 

1440 

les      - 

26 

312 

- 

- 

-^o 

6co 

- 

3'^ 

^60 

- 

- 

40 

480 

- 

AO 

480 

- 

^ 

1 3 

216 

98>3' 


4788     98,804 
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Doh. 

,  fer  mo 

1.    12  mo. 

Brought  over 

4788 

I  Gunner 

- 

18 

216 

I  Sail  maker  - 

_  ■ 

18 

±i6 

I  Carpenter 

-     '     -  • 

18 

ii6 

8  Midrriipnien 

^3 

1248 

2  Mailers  Plates 

- 

13 

312 

I  Captain's  Clerk    - 

- 

13 

156 

2  Boatfwain's  Mates 

-  ■ 

13 

312 

I  Cockfwain 

„ 

13 

156 

s  Sail  maker's  Mate 

=. 

13 

156 

2  Gunner's  Mates  - 

- 

^3 

312 

I  Yeom.an  of  the  Gun  Room 

13 

iS6 

9  Quarter  Gunners 

„ 

13 

1404 

2  Carpenter's  Mates 

_ 

13 

312 

I  Armourer  - 

- 

13 

156 

I  Steward 

- 

^3 

156 

I  Cooper 

- 

13 

156 

I  Mafter  at  Arms 

- 

^3 

156 

I  Cook 

- 

13 

156 

30  Able  Seai-hen  and  Midlliipmen 

II 

1 7 160 

pQ  Ordinary  Seamen 

- 

9 

9720 

I  Serjeant 

_ 

10 

120 

2  Corporals    - 

- 

lo 

240 

I  Drumnier 

- 

9 

108 

I  Fifer 

- 

9 

108 

40  Marines 

- 

9 

108 

98,804 


1513  dollars  per  month  42,51^ 

SUBSISTENCE. 


Rations  ft 

?r  day. 

12   mo. 

3  Captains 

6 

6570 

II  Lieutenants          -         -         - 

3 

12045 

3  Lieutenants  of  Marines    - 

2 

2190 

2  Chaplains   -          -          -         - 

2 

1460 

3  Surgeons         -         -         - 

2 

2190 

5  Surgeon's  Mates 

2 

3<^5o 

3  Sailing  Mafters        -          -         _ 

2 

2190 

3  Purfers        -         -         -          _ 

2 

2190 

3  Boatfwains      -          -          -          - 

2 

2190 

6  Boatfwain's  Mates 

I 

2190 

3  Gunners         _         -         _         - 

2 

ard 

2190 

Carried  forw, 

395055   140,820 

( 


422 


) 


Rat' or s  pt 

Brought  over 
6  Gunner's  Mates  -         -         - 
3  Sail  makers    -         -         -         - 
3  Sail  maker's  Mates 
3  Carpenters      -         -         -         - 
6  Carpenter's  Mates 
24  Midfhipmen   -         -         -         - 
6  Mafter's  Mates    - 
3  Captain's  Clerks      -         -         - 
3  Cockfwains 

3  Yeomen  of  the  Gun  Rooms     - 
31  Quarter  Gunners 
3  Armourers 

3  Stewards   -         -         -         - 
3  Coopers  -         - 

3  Mafters  at  Arms 
3  Cooks  -  -         -         - 

^26  Able  Seamen,  Midfhipmen  and 
Ordinary  Seamen 

3  Serjeants         - 

4  Corporals  -         -         -         - 
3  Drummers      -         - 

3  Fifers         -         -         - 
140  Marines  -         -         «         - 


day^  1%  mo. 

39^055 
2190 
2190 
1095 
2190 
2190 
8760 
2190 
1095 
1095 
1095 

II315 
1095 

1095 

1095 

1095 

264990 

1095 
1095 
1460 
1095 

5IIOP 


140^820 


400,770  Rations,  at  20  cents  per  ration,  is  So,  154 

Dollars     220,974 
WAR  OFFICE,  Dec.  29,  1796. 


Names  of  the  Officers  appoint ed. 

Captain  John   Barry,     to   command  the  frigate  United 
States,  building  at  Philadelphia. 

Captain    Samuel    Nicholfon,    to    command    the    frigate 
Conftitutlon,  building  at  Bofton, 


Captain  Thomas  Truxtun,  to  command  the  frigate  Con« 
ftellation,  building  at  Baltimore. 
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MOUTH 

!5^ 

NEW 
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Namzs  of  places  where 

DEPOSITED. 

^                ^        i       Co        INo.  of  pieces  of  live  oak  tim- 
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^  ^           *;,       1       ^         No.  of  feet  of  white  oak  tini- 
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1-1 
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1              '-  ^  ! 
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REPORT, 


^he  co'mmiitce  appcinted  to  enquire  into  thejlate  of  the  naval  equips 
ments,  crdered  by  former  acts  of  Congrefs  ;  and  ^whether  an% 
and  luhat  ether  naval  force  is  necejfary  for  the  proteEiion  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  fipport  of  their  fag, 

REPORT-:- 

THAT  in  confeqiierice  of  the  a^  of  the  20th  of  April, 
1796,  the  prefident  of  the  United  States  dire^led  that  the 
frigates  building  at  Philadelphia,  Bofton  and  Baltiniore, 
fhould  be  completed  5  that  the  building  of  the  frigates  of 
New  York,  Portfmoiith  in  Virginiaj  and  Portfmouth  in 
New  Hampfliire,  of  courfe  were  difcontinued*  Upon  en- 
quiry, the  committee  find  that  the  frigate  building  at  Phila- 
delphia, of  44  gtins,  and  called  the  United  States,  is  in  fuch 
forwardnefs,  that  fhe  may  pofiibly  be  launched  in  April,  and 
tliat  in  two  months  after,  flie  may  be  made  ready  for  fea  ; 
that  it  will  require  to  finiih  this  frigate,  fb  as  to  receive  her 
crew  and  ftores,  55j95o  dollars. 

The  frigate  building  at  Boflori,  called  the  Conftitutionj 
of  44  glins,  is  not  in  fuch  forwardnefs  as  the  United  States  *, 
and  by  the  accounts  from  the  proper  office,  it  is  not  fuppofed 
flie  can  be  launched  till  July,  and  that  it  will  be  two  months 
after  before  (he  can  be  put  in  a  condition  for  fea ;  to  com™ 
plete  her,  exclulive  of  men  and  provifions,  will  require 
96,(571  dollars  and  71  cents. 

The  frigate  Conftellation,  building  at  Baltimore,  of  36 
guns,  it  is  fuppofed  by  the  officers  of  the  department,  may 
be  launched  in  May  ncY.t,  and  that  in  two  months  after  jQie 
may  be  fo  far  finifned  as  to  be  ready  to  receive  her  crew  and 
ftores;  for  this  lliip  the  fum  of  47,375  dollars  is  required. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  foregoing 
report  is  made  from  ftatements  in  their  poileffion,  from  th^ 
department  of  war ;  but  the  committee  do  not  believe  that 
either  of  the  iliips  can  be  ready  to  launch  by  the  time  men^ 
tioned,  on  account  of  the  feverity  of  the  weather  ;  but  ad- 
mit they  ffiould,  a  further  fum  of  money  will  be  necciTary 
and  niufl  be  fpeedilv  Kinplied,  as  it  appears  by  the  report  of 
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the  fecretary  of  war,  that  all  the  money  hitherto  appropri- 
ated has  been  expended,  except  24,133  dollars  and  71  eents. 
In  order  that  the  houfe  may  have  the  neceflary  information 
on  this  fubjeft,  the  committee  gave  the  following  ftatement. 

Dollars,  Cis, 
Appropriated  9th  of   June,    1794,    for  the 

purpofe  of  building  fix  frigates  -  688^888  82 

FoT  the  purpofe  of  building  galiies  or  other 

veiTels  by  the  fame  a6l,  and  applied  to  this 

objefi:  »  -  -  -  -         80,000, 

Appropriated  by  a£t  of  June  ift,  1796,  to 

pay  captains  -  -  -  -  5,000 


Total  of  appropriations  773,888   8-2 

Required  to  finifh  the  United  States  55>95^ 

Ditto  Conftitutipn         -      96,571    71 

Ditto  Conftellation  475375 


Dollars.   Cts. 
Out  of  which  deduct  fo  much 

unexpended  -  -  24,133   71 

Materials  fold  per  report         *  4)2 14     5 


973^385   53 


28,347  76 


945^437  77 


Thus  it  appears  by  official  ilatenients  to  your  committee, 
that  to  build  the  three  frigates,  ordered  by  the  a;5t  of  con- 
grefs  of  April  2Qth,  1 796,  it  will  coil  the  United  States, 
with  the  materials  now  on  hand,  the  value  of  v/liich  tiiey 
have  no  eftimate,  the  fum  of  945,437  dollars  and  77  cents, 
exclufive  of  fitting,  manning,  and  providing  them  with  pro- 
vifions  and  (iores :  that  the  houfe  may  have  all  the  informa- 
tion, as  to  the  probable  cod  and  yearly  expenditure,  the  com- 
mittee have  on  this  fubjeft,  they  ft  ate  it  as  given  in  to  them 
by  the  fecretary  of  war,  which  will  accompany  this  report. 

That  each  frigate  of  44  guns  will  coil,  for  wages  pei 
month,  4,096  dollars'-^cftimate  twelve  mor  ^Ii-  vzy, 
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Dollars. 
For  two  frigates  of  44  guns  -  -  98,304 

For  one  frigate  of  36  guns,  3,513  dollars  per  month    42,516 
Twelve  months  fubfiftence  for  three  frigates,  400, 

770  rations  at  20  cents,  is         -  -  -  80,154 


Annual  expenfe  for  two  frigates  of  44  guns,  and 

one  of  36  guns  ^  ..  -  220,974 

In  addition  to  this,  for  the  falary  of  two  pcrfons  to 
take  care  01  the  naval  yards  at  Portfmouth  and 
New  York  _  -  -  1,000 

Rent  of  the  navrJ  yards  at  Portfmouth  in  New  Hamp- 

(hirCj  and  New  York.  ^  -  i,20o 


223,174 


The  cammittee  refer  to  the  report  from  the  war  depart- 
ment, to  {hew  the  timber  on  hand  in  the  different  yards,  as 
well  as  what  has  been  fold,  the  value  of  which  they  have  no 
eftimate,  except  as  to  what  has  been  fold,  nor  have  they  been 
furnifhed  with  an  eftimate  of  the  naval  ftores  which  are  on 
hand,  but,  if  the  houfe  fnouid  require  thofe  documents, 
]they  may  be  had  at  the  proper  office. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  report  as  their  opinion,  that 
the  fum  contem.plated  by  the  war  department,  as  necefiary 
to  man  the  fhips,  will  be  infufficient,  under  exilling  circum- 
ftances,  as  the  rate  of  feaman's  wages  are  eftimated  much 
lower  than  has  been  given  by  merchants,  for  their  fhips, 
within  the  laft  two  years,  and  but  little  more  than  the  ufual 
v/ages  in  the  moft  tranquil  times  -,  but  from  all  circnmftances, 
efpecially  from  the  forwardnefs  of  three  of  the  fliips,  and 
moft  of  the  materials  being  ready,  they  think  it  would  be 
proper  to  linifh  them  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  as  an  aid  to  our 
comm.erce  and  a  fupport  to  its  flag.     Therefore, 

Refolvedy  That  dollars  be  appro- 

priated to  finifh,  and  equip  for  fea,  the  frigates  United 
States,  Conftitution,  and  Confteliation. 

Your  committee  further  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  a 
lum  of  money  fhould  be  appropriated  for  the  purpofe  of  pur- 
chaling  and  fitting  up  a  naval  yard ;  and  alfo,  that  it  would 
be  expedient  for  the  United  States  to  fecure  fome  of  the 
lands  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  well  clothed  with  live 
oak  and  red  cedar  timber^  for  the  purpofe  ef  building  fhips 
of  war.     Therefore, 
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Refohedy  That  tloilurs  ouglit 

to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpofe  of  buying  and  fitting  up 
for  the  United  States,  a  proper  fcite  for  a  naval  yard. 

Refohed,  That  dollars  ouglit 

to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpofe  pf  purchaf.ng  live  oak  and 
red  cedar  timber,  or  lands  ftored  with  it^  fcr  naval  purpoies. 


The  firft  refolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Parker  faid  it  would  be  it(irL  that  the  Pepcr':  pF  the 
committee  did  not  contemplate  the  manning  of  the  frigates  r, 
and  though  it  was  their  wiili  to  have  them  manned  and  equip- 
ped for  fea,  yet  on  account  of  the  prefent  embarrailed  (rate 
pf  the  finances  it  was  judged  moil  proper  only  to  aik  172, 
052  dollars  to  finifh  them  :  that  fum  Vvould  put  them  in  a 
ftate  to  be  ready  to  man  and  equip  when  necelTary,  which 
would  come  better  under  a  future  appropriation,  as  it  was 
probable  congtefs  would  again  meet  before  this  neceihty  oc- 
curred. He  fuppofed  no  objection  could  be  made  to  that ; 
becaufe  if  it  was  proper  to  begin  them,  it  was  as  proper  to 
finlfli  them,  elfe  the  whole  fum  already  expended  would  be 
to  no  purpofe,  upvv^ards  of  700,000  dollars  having  been 
funk  in  them ;  he  had  no  doubt  therefore  that  the  houfc 
would  order  them  to  be  nniilied,  and  not  let  them  rot  on  the 
ilocks  and  remain  monuments  of  the  verfatility  and  fcl.y  of 
government.  As  this  fubjeft  had  been  frequently  under  dil,- 
cuiTion,  it  was  not  neceifary  to  fay  any  thing  upon  the  utility 
of  thefe  veiTels  ;  the  committee  were  already  well  acquainted 
with  the  bufmefs.  He  faid  the  fum  wanted  for  this  purpoie 
would  be  171,000  dollars. 

Mr.  Coit  did  not  know  but  he  might  agree  to  complet:; 
the  frigates  in  the  way  propofed  by  |:he  chairman  of  tli;; 
committee  ;  but  he  did  not  think  the  refolution  conform.ablv 
to  the  wifh  exprelTed  by  that  gentleman.  He  thought  the 
frigate  building  bufinefii  an  unfortunate  one  ;  but,  having 
gone  fo  far  with  them,  he  believed  it  would  he  bcfb  to  have 
them  finillied.  He  fliould,  however  be  unwilling  to  go  fur- 
ther. He  would  not  equip  and  man  them,  but  lay  them  up 
in  port ;  but,  if  the  refolution  remained  in  its  preient  form, 
the  Prefident  would  doubtiefs  go  op  to  oihcer  and  man  the 
,yeHHs.  He  thought,  therefore,  they  fliould  repe.d  tn^.t  part 
pf  the  acb  which  authorized  the  rreiident  to  man  the  veiiels. 
Some  gentlemen  might  think  it  would  be  fufhciciit  to  with^ 
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hold  ills  approprlaLlons  for  this  purpofe  ;  but  Le  did  not 
^Hfll  to  rely  wholly  upon  this  check.  H'e  would  therefore 
ii:o'/e  tlic  ioilov.'iiig  addition  to  the  refohition  as  reported  : 

f'  And  chat  all  inch  parts  of  the  aft  for  providing  a  naval 
;<n".:amei 't  as  relates  to  the  appointing  and  commiflloning  of- 
iicer:^,  and  manning  the  fiiiJ  iliips^  ought  to  be  repealed." 

iV'Ir.  W.  Smith  doubted  ^vhether  this  motion  vi-as  m  order, 
it  ieemed  to  be  a  fubititute  for  th;vt  under  confideration,  and 
uneonnecled  with  it.  The  quefcion  under  conhderation,  he 
laid,  VJ7.S  a  ijrant  oi  money  for  hnilhing  the  building  of  the 
frigates  ;  V7iiether  they  \vcre  to  be  equipped  and  manned  was 
another  conhderation  altogether.  It  xvas  contrary^  he  faid, 
to  the  proeeedings  oi  that  houfe,  to  bring  forv/ard  one  que- 
ilion  as  a  fubititute  i"pr  another.  After  a  decifion  on  the 
original  refolution  had  been  had,  the  gentleman  might  bring 
forward  his  propoiition. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  the  gentleman  might  try  his  queftion  In 
1  ihorter  manner,  by  m^oving  to  fhrike  out  the  words,  "  and 
equipped  for  fea." 

jVlr.  Coit  faid,  if  his  amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  words 
iuil  mentioned,  might  be  ftruck  out.  He  did  not  think  with 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  that  his  motion  was  a 
fubftitutc  for  the  original,  It  was  merely  a  qualification  of 
it.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  finiihing  of  the  building 
of  the  frigates ;  but  not  for  their  m.anning  and  equip- 
ment. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  wiihetl  the  que^ 
ilion  mil  to  be  taken  on  the  original,  and  then  on  this  amend- 
ment ;  but  that  would  not  anfwer  his  purpofc. 

Mr.  Parker  faid,  he  had  already  obferved  that  the  frigates 
were  not  intended  to  be  equipped  for  fea  at  prefent,  and  he 
had  no  obje6lion  to  the  words  relative  to  the  equipping  for 
fea  being  (truck  out. 

The  chairman  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order  •,  but  if  the  words,  *«  and  equipped  for  fea,'' 
were  ac;reed  to  be  ftruck  out,  it  mieht  then  be  mtroduced. 

IVTr.  Nicholas  moved  to  ftrikc  out  t"  ofe  words. 

Mr.  Gallatin  laid  the  equipping  and  manning  were  twp 
.diitincl:  things.  In  the  acl  provifion  was  firii  made  for  the 
.ccnlbruction  and  equipment,  and  then  followed  the  claufe 
i-ffpeciiing  manning.  He  confidered  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Connetlicut  as  applicable  to  the  latter.  In? 
deed  it  w?s  uncertain  whether  that  part  of  the  aCl  was  yet  in 
force.  The  aft  declsred,  that  when  a  pe^ce  took  place  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Algiers,  that  navt  of  the  aft 
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lliould  ceafe.  The  ad:  pafled  lail  feiTion  dire£led  three  fri- 
gates to  be  equipped,  any  thing  to  the  contrary  notwithftand- 
ing.     The  amendment  propofed  went  to  fettle  thebufinefs. 

Mr.  Sewal  faid  he  had  no  great  obje(fi:ion  to  ftriking  out 
the  words  in  queftion;  but  as  to  the  addition  propofed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  it  was  an  independent  re- 
folution  altogether.  The  iinifhing  of  the  frigates  was  a  di- 
ftinCt  thing  from  the  manning  and  equipping  ;  and  if  the 
gentleman's  motion  was  to  obtain,  when  the  refciution  came 
before  the  houfe,  it  would  be  in  the  povv^er  of  die  houfe  to 
divide  it. 

He  faid  they  ought  not  to  vote  for  finifhing  the  frigates, 
and  at  the  fame  time  repeal  the  afb  refpecfting  the  manning 
of  them.  There  were  exifting  laws  autharifmg  the  Prefi- 
dent  to  build,  equip  and  man  them  •,  and  they  mufl  have  the 
approbation  of  the  other  branches  of  the  legiHature,  before 
they  could  do  away  any  part  of  that  law.  if  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  finifk  the  frigates,  he  thought  it  was  the  exprefs  duty 
of  the  legiflature  to  provide  the  means  of  manning  and 
equipping  them.  But  he  thought  it  was  not  fair  to  conne£l 
them  together,  fo  as  to  make  the  agreement  to  one  a 
condition  for  an  agreement  to  the  other.  No  gentleman 
wifhing  to  build  the  frigates  could  decline  voting  for  the  ori= 
ginal  refolution,  when  the  words  "  and  equipped  for  fea," 
were  ftruck  out.  They  might  afterwards  refufe  to  appropri- 
ate for  the  manning. 

The  motion  for  ftriking  out  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Coit  then  renewed  his  motion,  with  this  addition 
«  except  fo  far  as  appertains  to  any  officers  already  appoint;- 
«  ed  under  the  faid  aft." 

Mr.  Nicholas  wiilied  the  gentleman  from  Connefticut  to 
inform  the  houfe  what  officers  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Coit  faid  he  had  no  accurate  information ;  but  he 
believed  a  few  captains  only  were  appointed  who  would  be 
neceifary  to  attend  the  building  of  the  frigates. 

Mr*  Parker  faid,  if  his  colleague  would  lock  into  the  re- 
port he  would  fee  there  were  only  three  captains  appointed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped  this  motion  would  not  be  agreed  tc. 
He  thought  it  very  improperly  introduced  here.  It  looked 
like  a  defign  to  conllrain  the  Senate  to  agree  to  this  propor- 
tion, or  give  up  the  frigates.  The  gentleman's  own  opinion, 
viz.  that  it  was  improper  to  defeat  a  meafure  in  an  indirce'^: 
way,  was  againft  him.  They  had  paffed  an  aft  that  the 
Pfefidpnt  fhould  b\iild  md  equip  thefe  v^ffek  5  but  this  m(?r 
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tion  propofed  to  annex  a  condition  to  the  grant,  viz.  that  that 
part  relative  to  manning  ihould  be  repealed.  He  thought  the 
qusflion  fhould  he  kept  dillin<ft.  It  was  in  the  power  of 
the  houfe  to  withhold  the  appropriations  for  manning  them  ; 
under  fuch  circumftances  the  executive  cciild  not  eiFe6\  it, 
but  this  would  be  repealing  a  lav«^  of  the  land.  We  fend  the 
bill  up  to  the  fenate  with  a  grant  of  a  certain  fum  to  finifh 
the  frigates,  and  in  the  fame  bill  we  fay  they  fhall  not  be 
manned.  Mr.  Smith  tliought  they  would  be  of  no  ufe  laying 
up  in  our  dock'  yards.  He;  was  of  opinion  the  veiTels  fhould 
not  only  be  built  but  manned.  He  thought  they  would  be 
ct  great  fervice  in  prote6^ing  our  coafts,  in  keeping  olr  the 
piccaroons  which  at  pVefent  infell  them ;  and  would  alfo 
prove  as  an  academy  for  inftru6ling  young  officers  in  naval 
tafticfs.  He  fnould  be  forry  to  pafs  a  refolution  to  lay  them 
up  as  huiks,  after  being  at  the  expenfe  of  building  them. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
rmdc  an  extraordinary  difcovery,  viz.  that  if  the  prefent 
motion  palTed,  it  would  be  a  reflridiion  on  the  fenate.  If  he 
underflood  the  gentleman  from  Conne(fticut  (Mr.  Coit)  he 
declined  voting  for  completing  the  veffels,  except  this  provi  • 
fiou  was  annexed  to  the  refolution.  This  was  his  opinion ; 
and  it  was  extraordinary  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina ihould  think  this  improper,  when  he  himfelf  had  done 
the  {.imQ  thing.  Did  he  not  vote  for  the  ilriking  out  of  the 
words  <f  and  equipped  for  fea  ?"  J^id  if  they  v/ere  obliged 
by  Ir;.\v  to  appropriate  for  the  manning,  they  were  equally 
bound  to  provide  for  the  equipping,  and  yet  that  gentleman' 
had  difpenfed  with  the  one,  and  blamxcd  him  for  difpenfmg 
with  the  other.  Indeed,  if  they  had  not  full  liberty  to  grant 
or  to  refufe  sn  appropriation,  he  could  fee  no  reafon  for  an- 
nual appropriations ,  they  might  as  well  be  made  perpetual. 
If  they  could  not  check  the  improper  expending  of  money 
by  appropriation,  that  boafted  pov/er  was  a  mere  deception  ^ 
but  he  was  convinced  there  could  be  no  doubt  on  the  fubjec^. 

Though  the  refolution  was  paiTed  together,  two  feparate 
Mils  might  be  brought  in,  which  might  be  lent  up.  to  the 
ienate  feparately. 

The  building  of  thefe  frigates,  he  faid,  had  been  an  un- 
fortunate bufmefs.  The  law  had  been  got  by  furprife,  at  a 
inie  when  members  could  fcarcely  think  for  thenifelves,  and 
was  carried  by  a  fmall  majority.  He  did  not  think  a  naval 
cilablifhment  could  be  of  any  fervice  to  this  country.  How 
could  it  operate  ?  Urilefs  it  was  fuch  a  force  as  to  intimidate 
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an  enemy^  it  could  have  iitie  elFed:.     And  could  we  man  a 
navy  of  this  kind,  he  aiked,  if  we  were  poiTefied  of  it  ?  He 
believed  not.     The  time  at  which  fuch  a  force  couM  be  of 
any  ufe,  would  be  when  other  powers  were  about  going  to 
war,  and  he  believed  at  fuch  a  period  it  would  be  inipofiibl. 
to  find  men  for  the  purpofe  of  manning  a  navy  of  any  con- 
iidcrable  nze.     There  v/as  no  time,  he  faid,  hnce  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  prefent  European  war,    at  which  thev 
could  have  manned  a  fleet.     With  refpe^l  to  the  navy  at  pre- 
fent contemplated,  he  could  fee  no  real  ufe  it  could  be  of  ^ 
for,  if  they  v/ere  in  light  of  an  enemy's  privateer  examining- 
one  of  our  fliips,  they  could  not  refent  it  for  fear  of  a  war. 
Indeed,  going  into  a  navy  at  this  time,  v/as  in  eife(ft  going 
to  war  with  one  of  the  contending  powers ;  for  one  of  the 
elFects  of  fuch  an  eilablifhment  would  be  to  give  them  fuch 
an  high  idea  of  their  own  flrength^  as  would  be  certain  to 
lead  to  war  fooner  or  later.     And  the  misfortunes  of  one 
war,  he  faid,  would  infinitely  exceed  all  the  advantages  which 
could  be  derived  from  a  navy. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  he  did  not  know  whetlier  h  would 
not  be  the  bell  policy  to  flop  where  they  were  v/ith  the  fri- 
gates 5  but,  with  the  provifion  propofed  by  the  gentleman 
from  ConnecScicut,  he  v/culd  agree  to  finilh  the  building  cf 
them,  becaufe  he  did  not  know  but  the  veiiels  when  finiihedj 
might  be  difpofed  of,  fo  as  to  bring  back  a  part  of  the  mo- 
ney which  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  S.  iSmith  faid,  the  gentleman  iaft  up  vvas  miftakcn 
when  he  faid  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  W. 
Smith)  when  he  voted  for  ftriking  out  the  words  "  and  equip-. 
pcd  for  fea,"  had  done  the  fiime  as  he  had  blamed  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  with  doing.  He  thought  the  vv  ords 
an  unneceffary  tautology ;  what  he  meant  by  equippcii  for 
fea,  was  having  the  fails  bent,  water  on  board,   &c.   &c. 

Mr.  Niclu)la6  faid  it  would  fave  time  to  fet-  tlie  gentleman 
right.  He  meant  to  fay  that  the  equipment  was  provided  for 
by  law  equally  v^ith  the  manning. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  laid  it  only  amounted  to  this,  that  gentleman 
explained  the  fame  thing  differently  from  him.  He  had  lai<; 
this  law  was  pafied  by  furprife.  It  was  no  fuch  thing  j  it 
underwent  a  very  full  difcuilion.  That  gentleman  liad  alkcd 
q£  v/hat  ufe  a  navy  would  be  to  them  ?  If  thev  had  had  a 
navy  during  the  prefent  war,  he  v/ould  have  to  id  the  Euro- 
pean nations^  v/s  v/iil  throw  our  weight  into  the  oppoiite 
fcale,  if  you   continue  to   infult  and   iniure  us.      But  tlr^t 
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gentleman  was  afraid  of  this,  he  had  no  fear,  he  only  wlfhed 
they  had  the  power. 

One  nation,  he  faid,  had  committed  fpoliations  on  our 
property  to  the  amount  of  three  millions,  and  another  had 
done  the  fame  from  five  to  fix.  This  would  have  fupported 
a  navy,  which  would  have  kept  us  from  a  fituation  in  which 
we  are  fubjedt  to  indignities  and  infultsfrom  every  power  who 
chnfes  to  commit  them  againfi:  us. 

The  fame  gentleman  had  alfo  faid,  that  at  no  period  fince 
the  paffing  of  this  law  could  they  have  manned  thefe  frigates. 
He  was  of  a  diff^erent  opinion.  The  prefent  high  wages  arofc 
in  part  from  fo  many  of  our  feamen  having  been  taken  from 
us  by  the  Britifh,  on  board  whofe  fhips  as  many  have  been 
preffed  as  would  nearly  have  manned  the  frigates.  That 
gentleman  talked  of  finifhing  the  veiTels  and  felling  them 
to  defray  a  part  of  the  expence  incurred  In  building  them  ; 
but,  he  could  afiTure  him,  they  would  not  all  three  fell  for  fo 
much  as  one  of  them  coft  building,  as  they  were  too  large  for 
even  the  Eaft-India  trade.  The  only  queftion  was  whether 
they  could  be  got  ready  in  time  to  fend  them  to  fea  during 
the  prefent  year.  If  the  fele6t  committee  convinced  him  they 
could,  he  fhould  vote  for  money  to  man  and  equip  them  5  but 
if  not,  there  was  no  necefiity  for  doing  fo. 

Mr.  Parker  wiflied  the  report  to  be  read.  He  had  no  doubt 
but  the  three  frigates  would  be  finifhed  by  O6L0ber.  If  they 
had  been  completed  at  the  time  originally  propofed,  they 
might  have  been  very  well  manned,  as  he  believed  we  had 
more  men  in  the  Britifli  navy,  than  would  man  fix  fhips.  If 
thefe  velTcls  were  ready,  they  might  be  ufed  fo  as  greatly  to 
annoy  the  veffels  of  thofe  nations  who  might  think  proper  to 
injure  us,  going  to  and  from  the  Weft-Indies,  as  they  were 
obliged  to  come  within  {Q\en  days  fail  of  cur  coaft,  and  the 
feafon  of  the  year  at  which  they  made  their  voyages  being  well 
knov/n,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  falling  in  with  them^ 
We  might  be  to  them,  faid  he,  in  thefe  parts,  what  the  Al- 
gerines  were  to  us  in  the  Mediterranean.  Thefe  fiiips,  though 
few  in  number,  would  have  a  vere  confiderable  eftecl  in  pro- 
tecting our  commerce  ;  but  at  prefent,  faid  he,  we  are  the 
fport  of  all  nations,  becaufe  they  can  infult  and  plunder  us 
with  impunity.  If,  indeed,  v/e  were  to  adopt  the  Chinefe 
policy,  and  give  up  commerce  altogether,  there  would  be  no 
rieceility  for  fhips  of  vrar ;  but  if  we  were  to  have  commerce 
it  mufi:  be  protedled.  We  are,  (aid  he,  in  a  better  fifuation 
now,  in  a  commercial  view,  than  Spain  or  England  were  a  cen- 
VoL.  XL  31^ 
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tury  ago,  as  neither  of  thefe  kingdoms  had  at  thatjiimc,  feveii 
hundred  thoufand  tons  of  fhippingj  and  this  quantity  of  {hip- 
ping, he  faid,  was  employed  in  carrying  out  our  own  produce* 
If  o^r  commerce,  faid  he,  were  not  protected,  our  merchants 
would  be  ruined,  and  we  mutt  depend  altogether  upon 
foreigners  to  carry  away  our  produce.  There  was  only  this 
alternative,  either  wholly  to  give  up  commerce,  or  elfe  deter^ 
mine  to  prote61:  it.  He  thought  it  would  be  difgraceful  to 
abandon  the  finiiliing  and  equipping  of  the  vefTels,  andnothing 
would  have  led  him  to  have  given  up  the  equipping,  but  our 
prefe-nt  embarraffed  finances.  Indeed,  if  they  were  to  act 
thT7s,  their  conftitu-'^nts  would  confider  them  as  no  better  then 
fickle  boys,  having  firft  agreed  to  build  the  fhips  and  then  to 
talk  of  burning  them.  .. 

This  country,  Mr.  Parker  faid,  was  able  to  build  and  man 
fix  fhips  and  iix  frigates.  It  was  farllcal  to  fuppofe  the  con- 
trary J  but,  they  had  a£ted  as  if  they  were  afraid  of  calling 
out  their  refources  ;  they  gaped  at  gnats,  and  on  fome  occa- 
fions  fwallowed  camels.  Mr.  Parker  faid,  he  was  not  afraid 
of  calling  upon  the  people  for  direft  taxes,  they  were  able  and 
willing  to  pay  much  heavier  taxes  than  were  contemplated  to 
l^e  raifed,  for  the  purpofe  of  national  defence,  or  for  paying  our 
national  debt. 

Mr.  Sewall  feid,  he  had  a  firong  objection  to  the  propor- 
tion, as  it  would  embarrafs  members  in  their  votes  on  this  oc* 
cafiaa;  but  when  confldered  m  another  point  of  view,  it  was 
very  exceptionable,  unlefs  gentleman  had  adopted  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  that  that  houfe 
had  a  right  to  refufe  an  appropriation  for  a  purpofe  eftabhfh- 
ed  by  law.  This  doflrinc,  he  believed,  would  not  he  agreed 
to  by  the  mover  of  this  quefiion. 

The  effed  of  the  amendment  would  be  to  apply  to  the  fe- 
nate  to  repeal  an  adl  •,  which  if  they  did  not  think  proper  to 
do,  this  houfe  would  prevent  any  appropriation  to  carry  it  in- 
to effe£l.  The  fenate  might  agree  to,  or  differ  from  the  pro- 
pofition,  but  it  would  not  appear  well  to  attempt  to  force 
them. 

Much  had  been  faid  on  the  ufefulnefs  of  a  navy,  he  fhould 
therefore,  defift  fi'om  repeating  :  he  wifhcd  the  refolution  fa 
to  ft  and,  as  that  every  gentleman  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  avow  his  fentiments  on  the  fubject  without  any  obftru^fion^ 
he  therefore  hoped  the  gentleman  would  vary  it  accordingly. 
Mr.  S.  faid  he  thought  it  abfolutely  ncceffary  the  frigates 
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i^ould  be  manned :  Jf  they  were  to  be  finiihed  it  was  proper 
they  fhould  be  ufed  in  fpme  form  or  other. 

The  gentleman  had  agreed  that  the  captains  were  to  be  re* 
tained  in  pay:  but  what  ufe  were  they  if  there  were  to  be  no 
men  when  the  fhips  are  finifhed  ?  At  leaft  it  was  neceiTary  that 
fome  men  fliould  be  employed  if  only  to  take  care  of  the  vef- 
fels.  He  hoped  the  motipn  would  be  withdrawn  that  fair  op- 
portunity may  be  left  to  vote,  and  the  fenate  prevented  that 
difagreeable  ^tuation  which  muft  neceffarily  attend  this  way  of 
doing  buiiiiefs. 

Mr.  Coit  had  no  doubt  in  his  own  mind,    that  when  there 
©xifted  a  law,  it  was  in  general  the   duty  of  the  different 
branches  of  government  to  carry  it  into  effect ;  but  he  was  not 
prepared  to  fay  there  could  be  no  inftance  in  which  he  might 
withhold  appropriations.     He  believed  there  might   be  inch 
inftances,  and  he  deemed  the  prefent  one  of  thofe  cafes  ;  be- 
caufe  he  thought  the  evils  which  would  attend  the  manning 
thefe  veffels  fo  great  as  to  require  him  fo  to  a6t.     He  did  not 
fay  he  would  not  vote  for  completing  the  veflels,  if  his  motion 
did  not  pafs  though  he  felt  inclined  to  do  fo;  but  he  trufted  his 
difficulties  would  be  removed  by  this  amendment  being  agreed. 
to.     Gentlemen  had  faid,  that   many  advantages  would  arife 
from  this  fleet.     This  was  uncertain.     It  was  his  opinion  they 
ihould  not  want  officers    at  leafl  for  the  fliips,  but  he  much 
doubted  whether  men  could  be  got.    The  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland (Mr.  S.  Smith)  was  more  likely  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  fubjedt  than  he  was,being  a  mercantile  man  and  his  opinion 
would  ofcourfehaye  more  weight  with  that  committee,  but  it 
was  his  own  opinion,  they  could  not  be  manned;  for,  beiides 
the  prefent  high  price  of  labour,  men  were  not  fo  ready  to  go 
on  board  fhips  of  war  as  merchantmen.     He,  therefore,  fup- 
pofed  the  frigates  would  be  fully  officered,  would  jufl  have 
fufficient  men  to  wait  upon  the  officers,   and  that  they  would 
never  leave  our  ports.    '  But  if  manned  and   ready  for   fea^, 
though  he  believed  his  views  were  as  patriotic,  an»d  his  wifhes 
as  earneft  for  the  welfare  of  his  country  as  thofe  of  any  other 
member,  he  could  fee  no  real  fervice  on  which  they  could  he 
employed.     If  he  could  fee  all  the  advantages  which  fome  gen- 
tlemen had  dwelt  upon,  as  likely  to  arife  from  their  going  to. 
fea,  he  fhould  wifli  it  as  much  as  them ;  but   he   did  not,    he 
faw  the  expense  was  certain,  and  the  advantages  doubtful.  He 
therefore  hoped  his  amendment  would  pafs. 

Mr.    Dearborn  could  fee  no  reafon  why  the  prefent  moti- 
on ought  not  to  pafs.     In   other  inftances  they  had   though 
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it  right  to  curtail  their  appropriations  to  what  was  really  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  obje6i:.  There  had  already  been  very  liberal 
appropriations  towards  the  building  of  thefe  veiTeb.  They 
were  originally  to  have  coft  loo^ooo  dollars  each,  bat  300,000 
had  been  expended,  and  more  was  now  called  for. 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid  he  was  fo  far  from  wifhiag  to  fee  large 
fums  given  for  this,  pLirpofea  that  he  could  wilh  the  appropri- 
ations to  be  confined  to  completing  the  hulls  of  the  veffels  on- 
ly. He  believed  it  would  have  been  a  happy  thing  if  they 
hid  never  been  begun.  What  the  expence  of  the  rigging  and 
fails  of  the  frigates  might  be,  he  did  not  know  ;  if  a  coniider- 
able  part  of  the  expence  had  already  been  incurred,  he  flioukl 
not  object  to  completing  them,  othcrwife  he  thought,  if  they 
judged  in  refpe^t  to  the  future  by  the  paft,  and  that  the  vef- 
fels which  Ihould  have  been  built  in  four  months  were  now  going 
on  for  four  years,  the  hulls  would  be  as  much  as  would  be  com- 
pleted before  the  m.eeting  of  next  feffion  of  Congrefs.  He 
therefore  wifhedto  furnifh  onlyas  much  money  as  would  effedl: 
that  purpofe.  Thefe  veffels,  he  faid,  would  coft  double  the 
price  that  veffelsof  the  fame  kind  would  have  coft  in  England 
and  he  believed  there  muft  have  been  great  want  of  attention 
to  economy  in  the  bufinefs.  It  was  not  poffible  that  men  well 
acquainted  with  fliip  building,  fliould  have  been  fo  far  mifta- 
ken  in  their  calculations.  He  thought,  therefore,  they  fhould 
begin  to  confine  their  appropriations  and  grant  money  only 
as  it  was  wanted.  As  to  manning,  equipping,  occ.  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  provide  for  thefe  a  year  or  two  hence;  for 
he  believed  if  the  veffels  were  now  ready,  it  would  be  found 
very  diihcult  to  man  them  •,  and  if  manned,  he  did  not:  fee- 
any  ufe  they  would  be  of,  except  to  join  in  war  with  fome  fo- 
reign power. 

The  queflion  was  then  put  upon  the  amendment,  and  car- 
ried, there  being  58  in  favour  of  it. 

The  queftion  was  about  to  be  taken  upon  the  refolution  as 
.amended,  when 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid,  before  the  queftion  was  put,  he  wifhcd 
to  amend  the  refolution  by  inferting  the  words  "  to  finifh  the 
Hulls,"  inftead  of  «  to  finifh  the  veffels." 

Mr.  Parker  faid,  if  this  amendment  was  agreed  to,  it  would 
be  neceffary  to  iay  what  was  to  become  of  the  mafts,  fpars, 
fails,  canvafs,  rigging,  &c.  By  this  propofition  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  the  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  finifh  the  veffels  at 
all.  If  this  was  his  intention^  tk^  queftion  had  better  be  tried 
lJi-thatway« 
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Mr.  Dearborn  faid.  Ins  objecl  was  not  to;  prevent  the  ulti- 
mate finifliing  of  the  veiTeis  \  he  only  meant  to  , confine  the 
appropriation  to  what  v/as  likely  to  be  wanted  this  year.  He 
did  not -contemplate  any  lois,  thereforCj  by  fallsj  mafts,  &c. 

Mr.  Coit  iioped  the  motion  would  not  prevail.  He  be- 
lieved the  contracts  were  made  for  moft.of  the  articles  necef- 
fary  for  the  completing  of  the  veiiels. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faidj  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  law  prifT- 
ed  lail  year^  had  provided  againfl:  the  inconvenience  mention- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Parker.)  The  law 
provides  that  the  materials  mail  be  fafely  kept  for:  the  ufe  of 
the  United  States  j  therefore,  fuch  materials  as  would  not  be 
wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  Hulls  would  be  fafely  kept  under  the 
provifion  of  the  law.  No  objection  could  be  had  to  the  mo- 
tion on  that  ground. 

Mr.  Parker  faid  the  materials  for  completing  the  velUns 
were  moftly  on  hand,  and  only  lyi^oco  dollars  were  wanted 
to  complete  them.  It  was  true,  he  (aid,  that  tkefe  veilrls 
would  coil  m^ore  than  any  other  he  had  heard  of.  The  coir.- 
mon  price  in  the  Britifh  navy,  he  believed,  was  loool.  iierl- 
ing  a  gun.  Tliefe  fliips  coil:  more  on  account  of  the  very  hipli 
price  of  labour  5  but  they  were  alfo  larger  than  ihips  carry- 
ing the  fame  number  of  guns  in  other  countries  5  another 
deck  would  have  made  them  as  large  as  74's5  and  if  they  had 
been  built  as  74's,they  would  not  have  coil:  more  than  74,000]. 
fterling,  but  they  had  been  built  in  their  prefent  form  be- 
caufe  they  beft  fuited  for  fervice.  Yfhen  finifhed,  he  believ- 
ed, thefe  veilels  "would  be  an  ornament  to  the  country.  He 
had  feenfhips  ofalmoft  every  nation,  he  faid,  but  he  had  ne- 
ver feen  veiTels  equal  to  thefe. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid,  if  he  underftood  the  queftipn,  the  ar- 
guments of  his  colleague  was  fufficient  to  prove  that  the 
amendment  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  queftion  v/as  not 
what  was  to  become  of  the  materials  when  procured,  but 
whether  they  were  to  be  procured.  It  appeared  that  con- 
trails were  made  for  every  part,  fo  as  to  compleat  the  ihips, 
but  this  motion  went  only  to  have  the  hulls  finifhed.  If  the 
houfe  wifhed  the  department  to  fulfill  their  contra£ls,  they 
Ihould  appropriate  for  that  purpofe,  elfe  it  would  leave  the 
executive  in  an  aukwardiituation.  After  every  thing  necef- 
fary  to  fulfill  that  contra6t  to  the  completion  of  the, fliips  had 
been  pur  chafed,  it  could  be  fiored,  or  placed  on  board  fiiip. 
He  hoped  the  qusition  v/ould  be  decided^  whether  an  appro- 
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priation  fliould    be   made  for  finifhing  them  according   t.if 
former  a£ts. 

Mr.  Dearborn  did  not  know  whether  he  underf^ood  the 
extent  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  He  would  by  no 
means  wifli  to  embarrafs  the  executive,  or  prevent  his  fulfill- 
ing every  contrad.  He  underftood  that  after  every  contradl, 
which  had  been  made,  there  would  be  24,000  dollars  re- 
rnaining  on  hand;  he  fuppofed  every  contract  was  included 
in  the  report  as  money  expended.  His  defign  was  only  to 
confine  the  appropriation  merely  to  the  fum  abfolutely  ne- 
ceiTary  for  the  prefent  year.  If  he  underftood  it  wrong, 
and  the  committee  would  inform  him,  he  had  no  objedlioh 
to  withdraw  his  motion.  As  to  the  putting  up  the  mafts, 
rigging  8zc.  he  had  not  heard  mentioned  whether  it  was 
contrafted  for  or  not.  He  fuppofed,  however,  that  it  would 
not  be  done  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year.  As  he  ob- 
ferved  before,  he  would  not  obje<^  to  the  appropriation,  if 
exifting  contra6ls  abfolutely  required  it. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  iaid,  that  the  expreffion  in  the  fefolution  was 
««  that  dollars  fhould  be  appropriated  for  finifhing  the 

velTels."  The  gentleman  from  MafTachufetts  was  afraid  of  un- 
ncceflTary  expence,  and  propofed  to  infert  <«  hulls,"  inftead  of' 
vefTels.  He  believed  this  alteration  would  operate  a  very  con- 
lid  erable  injury  to  the  United  States  j  for,  by  the  time  thc^ 
hulls  \y:as  finifhed,  all  over  head  would  be  ready.  If  thefe  {hips 
were  got  ready  for  fervice,  he  faid,  they  might  be  ufed,  or 
not.  When  he  left  Baltimore,  the  coopers  were  at  work 
on  the  water  eafks ;  but,  if  this  motion  paffed,  they  could  not 
be  completed,  and  the  fame  with  refpedt  to  cables,  and  other 
materials  which  were  in  hand.  Inftead  of  this  kind  of  pro- 
ceeding being  economy,  it  was  downright  w^afte.  If  they  were 
his  vefl^els,  and  he  were  building  them  for  purpofes  of  com- 
merce (dead  as  all  trade  was  at  prefent)  he  would  finifh  them,„ 
to  be  ready  againft  a  more  favorable  change.  Indeed  if  thefe 
vefiels  were  not  foon  finiflied,  more  money  would  foon  be 
wanted  for  Algiers. 

He  acknowledged  that  thefe  fhips  had  coft  m.uch  more  than 
v/as  expected.  But  if  any  one  had  made  a  calculation  four 
years  ago  of  the  expence  of  building  a  houfe  he  would  find  that 
it  would  now  coft  double.  He  believed  they  had  coft  too 
much;  but  he  believed  this  was  no  rule  why  they  ought  not  to 
be  finiftied.  Until  they  were  finiihed,  he  believed  we  ftiould 
never  have  any  certain  peace  with  Algiers.  They  would  make 
new  demands;  and,  if  they  were  pot  anfwered,  would a^aia 
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feze  our  vcffels,  and  carry  our  citisens  into  bondage.  No  treaty 
^ould  bind  them,  whilfh  we  were  without  armed  fliips. 

The  queftion  was  put  for  ftriking  out  velTels,  and  inferting 
hulls,  and  negatived  51  to  22. 

The  next  refolution  which  came  under  consideration,  was 
that  propofing  the  purchafe  of  a  fcite  for  a  naval  yard. 

Mr.  Parker  doubted,  from  the  fpirit  which  feemed  to  bs 
fliewn  on  this  occafion,  that  this  refolution  would  not  pafs. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped  this  would  be  agreed  to.  Whatever,  he 
faid,  gentlemen  may  now  think  or  determine  on,it  was  proba- 
ble we  fliduld  fometime  become  a  naval  power  j  and  even  with 
the  moft  diftant  profpect  to  that,  it  would  ftiew  economy  to 
prepare  for  it :  he  faid,  it  never  could  be  too  foon  to  begin  the 
bufinefs,  and  the  moft  effectual  method  of  procurbg  live  oak, 
and  preferving  it  was  to  take  the  earlieft  means  to  obtain,  and 
fecure  it  when  obtained,  for  feafonabe  ufe*  He  read  an  ex- 
tfadt  from  the  fecretary  at  war's  report  in  fupport  of  the  plan. 

Mr.  Coit  faid  he  was  alarmed  at  the  expence  of  this  bufi- 
nefs. He  faw  in  the  report  the  falaries  of  two  perfons  aireauy 
at  Norfolk  and  Portfmouth  for  taking  care  of  the  timber  at 
500  dollars  each,  1000  dollars.  If,  he  faid,  they  were  to  pay 
at  this  rate  for  overlooking  the  timber  for  one  £hip,  what 
might  they  expe£l  would  be  the  expence  of  a  naval  yard.** 

Mr.  Parker  faid,  the  perfons  to  whom  thefe  falaries  were  . 
paid  took  care  of  the  timber  at  Norfolk  and  Portfmouth.  It 
was  neceffary  that  fome  perfon  fhould  look  after  it,  or  it  fliould 
be  difpofed  of;  but,  in  cafe  the  prefent  refolution  was  agreed 
to,  there  would  be  no  occafion  in  future  to  pay  thefe  perfons  as 
all  the  timber  and  other  materials  would  be  ftored  in  the  naval 
yard.  He  faid  he  had  received  an  eftimate  from  the  war- 
office  of  the  expence  which  would  be  likely  to  attend  the  efta- 
blilhrnent  of  a  naval  yard.  The  expence  of  100  acres  of 
land,  and  all  the  neceilary  buildings,  was  eftimated  at  37,210 
dollars. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  after  having  fquandered  {0  much  money 
in  getting  timber  for  thefe  vefTels,  he  thought  fome  change 
of  habit  (liould  take  place  before  they  embarked  largely  on 
this  fubjeft.  They  had  given  twice  or  thrice  as  much  as  the 
timber  was  worth,  yet  they  were  now  called  upon  to  go  on  in 
the  fame  courfe.  It  was  not  the  time,  he  faid,  for  going  into 
this  bufinefs.  If  fuch  a  thing  was  even  proper,  two  or  three 
years  could  make  but  little  difference,  and  there  could  be  lit- 
tle doubt,  but  every  thing  could  then  be  bought  at  half  price^ 
This,  however,  was  not  his  principal  obje<5liQn.     It  was  this. 
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lie  did  not  want  to  fee  an)Mlicli  eflrabliflimentj  a  navy Ayould 
never  do  any  real  good  to^tbis  country,  but  would  increale  the 
pnhappinels  of  it.  It  would  require  large  fums  of  money  to 
fupport  it  j  its  benefits  were  doubtful,  and  it  might  be  of  very 
miichievous  confequence  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Swanwick  faid  he  entirely  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  that  there  was  a  neceffity  for 
fome  change  of  habit ;  they  appeared  to  be  getting  that  change 
zt  pre- :ntj  and  whatever  their  habits  were  at  prefent,  he  fup- 
poicd  they  would  come  right  at  lafl:.  Whatever  might  be  their 
opinion  of  the  necefSty  of  a  naval  force,  the  European  nati- 
onsj  he  believed,  would  convince  them  of  the  neceility  of  it, 
if  they  only  gave  them  time  enough. 

It  was  an  extr^iOrdinary  thing,  he  faid,  to  look  at  the  pro- 
grefs  of  economy  in  that  houfe,  with  refpe£t  to  thefe  fri- 
gates. In  the  iirft  place,  fix  frigates  were  necelTary;  they 
were  afierv/ards  reduced  to  three,  and  becanfe  an  officer  was 
iiDpointed  to  take  care  of  the  tim^ber  left  on  hand,  a  gentleman 
from  Coniie<5ticut  wondered  that  500  dollars  fliouldbe  fo  em- 
ployed. A  motion  had  been  made  to  confine  the  executive  to 
hniih  the  hulls  of  the  fliips  only.  This  would  have  been  a 
ftrange  economy.  Indeed  fuch  attempts  were  made  at  econo- 
my on  this  bufinefs  as  were  never  introduced  upon  any  other. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  had  obferved, 
there  v/as  no  ufe  for  fliips  at  all.  If  the  houfe  were  of  that 
opinion  fuch  a  refoluition  had  better  at  once  be  come  to;  but 
i^hQ  ftranp-e  fort  of  hefltating  conduct -which  was  adopted,  ex- 
ceeded ail  that  he  had  heard  of  in  legiflation. 

Had  gentlemen  who  declared  thefe  vefiels  to  be  of  no  ufe, 
contemplated  the  iitiiation  of  this  country;  that  it  depended 
wholly  upon  commerce  for  revenue;  that  that  commerce  wag 
now  put  in  jeopardy,  and  that  no  fubftitute  had  been  found 
for  the  re\^enue  thence  ariiing  1  And  would  not  all  this  hefl- 
tatioo,  whenever  the  fubje6t  of  a  navy  came  under  coniidera- 
tion,  tempt  European  nations  to  continue  their  unjuft  depre- 
dations upon  our  property  at  fea  .?  It  certainly  would. 

But  even  gentlemen  v/ho  wifhed  to  confine  themfeives  mere- 
Iv  to  the  linilliirig  of  the  veiTcls  at  prefent,  would  not  furely 
think  it  improper  for  them  to  eftabliih  a  naval  yard,  and  to 
fecure  timber  for  future  ufe.  Did  thofe  gentlemen  confider 
what  it  was  to  deprive  the  country  of  a  rich  mine  of  fhip  tim- 
ber? If  they  hefitated  on  this  fubje6l,  they  furely  did  not. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  when  gentlemen  voted  for  an  additional  regi- 
ment to  defend  our  frontiers,  when  it  v^as  acknowledged  by 
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thole  who  lived  upon  them  that  they  were  unneceffary,  they 
did  not  ihew  fuch  caution.  He  thought  gentlemen  fhould 
preferve  a  coniiliency  in  their  votes  j  but  whilft  they  v/ere  very 
liberal  on  fome  lubje(Sls,  they  were  v.'onderfuliy  economical 
upon  others.  And  on  what  obje(Sl,  he  faid,  could  they  beftow 
expence,  that  would  make  then  fo  gcodareturn  as  commerce  ? 
Upon  none  *,  for,  after  every  deduction  of  expence  which  may 
be  gone  into  for  its  protection,  a  large  furplufage  will  remain. 

What  had  been  faid  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  on 
thefubjecl:  of  Algiers  was  veryjuft,  and  the  want  of  a  naval 
pov/er  would  have  a  iimilar  effeft  upon  all  our  negociations, 
as  foreign  nations  would  rife  or  fall  in  their  demands,  accord- 
ing to  power  at  fea.  The  money  thrown  away  upon  Algiers 
to  purchafe  peace,  would  have  been  much  better  employed  in 
building  fliips  j  for  if  we  had  a  few  fhips  that  power  would  not 
have  committed  the  depredations  upon  us  which  fhe  had  done. 
And,  faid  lie,  whether  the  m.oney  was  paid  to  Algiers  or  expended 
in  building  {hips,  it  was  in  both  cafes  for  the  fam.e  purpofe,  viz. 
the  protection  of  commerce.  But  there  was  this  great  diffe- 
rence between  the  two  expenditures.  In  the  one  cafe,  the 
dollars  were  fliipped  off  to  a  foreign  country,  and  in  the  other 
they  were  paid  to  our  own  citizens.  The-ii'on  ufed  was  from 
our  own  mincg  j  the  guns  from  our  own  manufadlories ;  the 
hemp  and  every  other  material  was  of  our  own  growth  and 
manufacfture,  fo  that  the  money  went  into  the  hands  of  ourar-- 
tizans,  manufa^Tlurers  and  farmers.  And,  therefore,  though 
the  frigates  had  coft  a  great  deal  of  money,  it  was  fome  modi- 
fication of  the  expence,  to  coniider,  that  the  money  was  gone 
into  the  pockets  of  our  own  citizens.  But,  hs  afked  if  the  lofs 
we  fuiliained  for  the  want  of  a  naval  power,  could  be  eftimxated  ? 
He  faid  it  could  not.  Vfe  not  only  loft  our  property,  but  our 
feamen,  and  they  were  not  only  loft  to  us,  but  were  probably 
in  the  fervice  of  thofe  countries  which  were  committing  depre- 
dations upon  us.  The  lofs  of  property,  he  faid,  might  be  re- 
covered ;  but  a  hardy  race  of  feamen  once  loft,  could  not  be 
recovered. 

What  an  affecling  fpeClacle,  faid  he,  had  we  the  other  day, 
of  fixty  of  thefe  unfortunate  men  returning  from  Algerine  fla- 
very  !  They  were  received  into  the  arms  of  their  country  with 
all  the  fynipathy  which  ths  occafton  called  for  ;  but  could  gen- 
tlemen help  feelings  at  the  fame  tim.e,  for  the  impotence  cf  our 
government,  when  they  recollecled  the  liberty  of  thefe  men 
had  been  purchafed.af  a  very  high  price  from  a  petty  defpot  ? 
And,  f;^id  he,  ftudl  we  coritiniie  to  go  on  thu3,  and  encourage 
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tlie  Barbary  powers  to'  ehflave  our  feamen,  by  Ihev/ing  fo  grea": 
a  relu6lance  to  enter  upbii  any  meafure  which  might  afford  a 
defence  againft  their  depredations  ? 

He  wifhed  gentlemen  to  pauTe  a  little,  before  they  determin- 
ed to  reje6l  the  prefent  propoiition  ;  except,  indeed,  they  were 
^  determined  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  diftrefTes  of  commerce^ 
by  faying  we  will  feu t  ourfelves  up  in'  our  cells,  and  ii  our  citi- 
zens will  go  to  fea,  let  them  abide  the  ri&:  we  will  have  no-* 
thing  to  do  with  iliips  of  war;  we  will  lay  a  direct  tax,  from 
which  we  will  be  able  to  raife  a  revenue  inde^^endent  of  com'* 
merce,  and  live  in  peace.  If  this  were  tli^ir  -determinationj 
experience  vfould  (hew  whether  it  was  wife  or  otherwife. 

'  Mr.  Murray  believed  it  v/ould  be  a  very  prudent  meafure 
to  fecure  the  fhip  timber  in  qu-eftion  ;  for  if  we  did  not,  it 
was  probable  fane  foreign  nation  would  get  polTeffibn  of  it. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  laws  of  Geoi*gia  would  permit 
foreigners  to  purchafe  the  land  upon  which  this  timber 
grew;  but  if  they  would  not,  it  would  be  no  difficult  thing 
to  get'  polTeliion  of  it  throligh  the  medium  of  an  individuaL 
If  this  country  were  to  become  a  maritime  power,  and  no  one 
who  Goniidered  the  fubjec^  for  a  moment  could  doubt  itj 
this  was  too  rich  a  mine  to  be  neglected.  What  had  been 
faid  about  adopting  the  Chinefe  policy,  might  ferve  to  amufs 
tliem  ;  bat  when  they  looked  at  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
it  was  impoffible  they  fhould  not  fee  the  neceffity  of  a  naval 
force  to  prote6l  that  commerce  againft  the  depredations  of 
any  nation  who  chofe  to  attack  itv  Indeed  it  was  come  to 
this,  they  mufi:  either  provide  for  the  prote£lion  of  commerce, 
or  deny  the  utility  of  it,  and'  give  it  up  altogether. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  was 
afraid  if  thefe  frigates  were  fent  out  to  fea,  they  would  in- 
volve us  in  a  war.  What  !  faid  he,  can  it  be  fuppofed  that 
three  frigates  would  give  us  that  ridiculous  kind  of  fpirit 
which  would  induce  us  at  any  rate  to  go  to  war.  This  would 
be  a  fpecies  of  infanity  which  he  did  not  think  it  was  probable 
we  ihouid  fall  into.  No,  thefe  velTels  would  ferve  to  pro* 
te&.  our  coafts,  and  preferve  our  commerce  from  attacks  at 
ieail  within  a  fmall  diftance  from  our  own  ports.  How  far 
they  might  ferve  to  render  us  of  fome  importance  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  nations,  he  could  not  tell :  but  he  believed 
that  three  frigates  would  have  a  greater  effe£t  in  this  refpe£t 
with  uSj  than  ten  to  Sweden,  Denmark  or  Holland.  We 
lie,  faid  he,  near  the  high  road  of  commerce  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  thefe  three  frigates,  backed  by  national   wealth. 
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.would  {hew  a  dlfpofitlon  to  become  a  maritime  power,  and 
.would  have  their  effefl:  upon  European  nations. 

Befides,  Mr.  M.  faid,  thefe  veilels  would  be  the  foundation 
of  a  future  navy.  He  was  for  fliaping  our  means  of  defence 
to  the  means  of  pffence  employed  againft  us  by  other  nations; 
for  until  the  European  nations  became  wife  enough  to  ceafe 
from  war,  it  was  neceflary  to  provide  means  of  defence 
againft  their  attacks.  He  fhould,  ^-herefore,  always  give  his 
fupport  to  every  means  of  national  defence.  He  wiihed  our 
nation  to  ftand  upon  a  refpeclable  footing  as  a  nation,  lince 
the  moft  magnanimous  condu£l  was  no  fecurity  againft  the 
attacks  of  foreign  povvers.  He  fhould,  therefore,  be  in  fa- 
vour of  a  naval  yard,  and  of  providing  fiiip  timber  for  fu- 
ture ufe. 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  the  two  refolutions  refpedling  a  naval 
yard  and  a  proviiion  for  timber  fhould  come^  under  coniide- 
ration  together  ;  becaufe,  if  no  proviiion  wtis  made  for  pm-- 
chaling  timber,  a  naval  yard  would  be  of  no  ufe. 

This  queftion,  he  faid,  was  capable  of  being  considered 
under  two  points  of  view  ;  the  one  whether  the  meafure 
was  proper,  and  the  other,  if  the  meafure  was  proper,  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  poflrponed  for  the  prelent.  Both  of 
thefe  points  required  a  confiderable  degree  of  attention- 
There  was  a  variety  of  coniiderations  on  both  fides  of  the 
queftion,  and  it  remained  for  them  to  determined  for  the 
beft.  .  ' 

Was  it  proper  for  this  country,  he  af^ied,  to  turn  its  at= 
tention  towards  marine  ftrength  ?  Did  not  our  iituation,  and 
the  circumftances  in  which  we  fcand;  com.pel  us  to  turn  our 
attention  to  this  obje«?t  ?  He  thought  they  did,  and  for  one 
or  two  reafons  which  he  would  fubmit  to  the  coniideration  of 
the  committee. 

It  appeared  to  him  out  of  queftlon  that  any  kind  of  com- 
merce fliculd  be  continued  without  fome  fiiips  of  war  to  pro- 
te(St  it.  This  was  the  dilemma,  in  which  v/e  were  placed. 
It  was  faid  by  fomc  gentlemen  that  this  dilemma  might  be 
avoided,  by  fuffering  commerce  to  go  on  unprotected,  and 
fubjecl  it- to  all  rifles  ;  and  that  even  then,  there  would  be 
fuiticient  benefit  arifing  from  it,  to  induce  its  continuance. 
This  he  did  not  believe.  Ifperfons  eng^iged  in  commerce, 
could  have  no  dependance  upon  the  prote6lion  of  government, 
a  very  few  years,  perhaps  a   few  months   more,   might    con- 
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vince  tliem  that  the  bulinefs  could  not,  and  ought  not   to  be 
continued. 

The  prefent  governmentj  he  fald,  had  only  been  in  exiftcnce 
eight  years,  and  nearly  four  of  them  commerce  had  been  fub- 
jecl  to  every  kind  of  depredation.  The  ufual  calculation  with 
refpecSt  to  Europe  was,  that  during  every  ten  years,  it  would 
be  fubjecl  to  war,  and  that  thefe  wars  would  have  a  duration 
of  from  6  to  8  years,  in  the  courfe  of  which  our  property 
and  citizens  would  be  fubjeft  to  the  fame  violations  and  inju- 
ries wh'ch  they  had  for  the  laft  four  years  experienced,  if  no 
provifion  was  made  by  a  naval  power,  to  preveiit  it. 

Beiides,  he  fald,  perfons  finding  the  inefficacy  of  govern- 
ment to  protect  them  in  their  perfons  and  property  (for 
which  purpofe  governments  were  alone  inftituted)  would, 
in  time,  lofe  all  refpedl  for  it.  And  this  difpofition  would 
extend  to  all  claiTes  of  citizens ;  for,  though  at  firft  the  mer- 
chants in  feaports  were  the  perfons  who  experienced  this  want 
of  prote(5lion,  it  would,  by  degrees,  fpread  over  the  whole 
union  ^  and,  laid  he,  after  a  government  fhall  once  becqme 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  its  own  citizens,  from  its  being 
unable  to  protect  them,  it  was  but  another  ftep  for  them  to 
wifli  to  drop  it,  and  to  hope  for  fome  new  fyftem  under 
which  they  might  receive  that  Tprotedlion  which  they  could 
not  receive  under  it.  He  bejieved,  therefore,  com-merce 
could  not  exift  without  a  naval  eflabiilhment. 

Brought  to  this  dilemma,  faid  he,  wdiich  iide  will  you 
take?  Will  you  give  up  commerce,  or  build  a  navy  to  proteifc 
it  ?  Befides,  he  laid,  a  great  part  of  our  citizens  who  had 
been  trained  up  in  commerce  from  their  infancy,  could  not 
be  driven  from  that  kind  of  employment  to  which  they  had 
always  been  accuftomed.  They  could  not  be  induced,  Hke 
the  Chinefe,  to  flay  at  home,  they  would  be  engaged  in 
commerce  their  favourite  purfuit.  If  they,  then,  were  com- 
piled to  protect  commerce,  he  allied  if  there  was  any  other 
way  of  doing  it,  than  by  a  navy  ?  fie  believed  not.  Treaties 
afford  a  feeble  and  very  inadequate  protection ;  they  were 
broken,  whenever  it  fuited  the  intereil  of  a  nation  to  break 
them.  Letters  of  Marque  might  afford  fome  protection ;  but 
this  would  operate  as  a  heavier  tax  upon  the  people  than. 
even  the,fupport  of  a  navy.  The  money  which  a  merchant 
(fxpended  in  this  way  would  eventually  come  uppri  the  peo- 
ple in  the  price  which  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for  their 
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merchandize,  and  the  means  would  be  very  inadequate  to 
proteftion. 

In  China  and  the  EafWndies,  Mr.  H.  faid,  the  inhabi- 
tants could  fliut  themfelves  up  within  their  own'territoiy,  and 
avoid  any  intercourfe  with  foreign  nations.  In  countries  fo 
far  removed  from  Europe,  as  to  prevent  any  one  nation  from 
making  a  monopoly  of  its  trade,  this  policy  might  exift. 
But  could  America  lay  up  her  fhips,  and  fay  Ihe  would  open 
her  ports  to  all  nations  ?  No;  that  very  inftant  you  give  up 
your  trade  to  that  nation  which  has  the  greateft  power  at  fea  j 
for  flie  will  innnediately  block  up  your  ports,  and  oblige  you 
to  trade  with  them  only.  In  order,  tkerefore,  to  trade  with 
all  nations,  we  muil  be  the  carriers  of  our  own  produce, 
for  other  nations  would  not  leave  us  at  liberty  to  do  fo.  The 
flrongefl  power  would  fay  to  the  others,  you  fliall  not  trade 
with  thefe  people,  you  fhail  do  fo  and  fo,  or  we  will  go  to 
war  with  you.  You  muft,  therefore,  faid  he,  protedl  your 
own  trade. 

Will  thefe  refolutions,  then,  faid  he,  if  adopted,  tend  to 
this  point  ?  He  believed  they  v/ould.  To  provide  a  dock 
yard,  and  to  take  care  of  a  fupply  of  timber  fuitabie  for  the 
purpofe  of  fhip  building,  were  very  effential  fteps.  Much 
expence,  he  fai4,  would  be  faved  in  carrying  on  the  building 
of  feveral  fhips  together  in  one  yard,  iniiead  of  having  theaa 
fcattered  in  different  parts  of  the  union.  Timber  might  alfo 
be  laid  up  to  feafon  in  this  yard,  fo  as  always  to  be  ready  for 
ufe  ;  for,  he  believed,  that  much  of  the  delay  which  had  at- 
tended the  building  of  the  fhips  now  on  the  ftocks,  had  been 
owing  to  the  difficulty  which  had  attended  the  procuring  of 
proper  timber.  Eefides,  M.  H.  faid,  its  being  known  to 
foreign  nations,  that  you  had  provided  a  dock  yard,  would 
have  fome  weight;  it  would  at  leaft  liave  the  appearance  of 
an  intention  of  building  a  navy. 

With  refped  to  the  purchaling  of  land  clothed  with 
live  oak  timber,  he  thought  it  a  very  deiirable  meafure.  It 
was  well  known  that  this  timber  was  confined  to  a  few  fpots 
—a  few  fea  iflands  on  the  coafl:  of  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
and  fome  fmall  flrips  along  the  fea  fhore ;  and  in  each  of 
thefe  places  there  were  only  a  few  trees  of  a  fuiiicient  fizc 
for  building  large  fhips.  The  land  upon  which  thefe  trees 
grew,  fmce  the  cultivation  of  cotton  had  been  introduced  into 
thofe  parts,  was  become  valuable  land  for  that  purpofe. 
This  induced  the  people  to  cut  down  the  timber  and  burn  it. 
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for  the  fake  of  getting  the  land,  and  there  was  no  way  of 
arrefting  this  praftice,  but  by  fecuring  the  land ;  and^-  being 
of  ib  good  a  quality,  when  the  trees  w'ere  cut  down  ;  it  would 
probably  fell  for  a  greater  price  than  was  originally  given  for 
it.    ^  '  ' 

But,  it  might  be  afked  was  this  a  proper  time  for  going 
into  the  bufinefs  ?  He  believed  it  was.  It  was  his  opinion, 
if  they  did  not  fpeedily  lay  hold  of  this  timber,  it  might  get 
into  the  hands  of  a  foreign  country.  And,  if  the  timber  was 
fecured,  it  was  neceffary  to  have  a  dock  yai-d.  He  believed 
It  important  to  go  i^ito  the  bufinefs  at  this  time,  when  our 
commerce  was  in  a  very  embarraffed  lituation  ;  for,  if  this 
bufinefs  was  not  now  entered  into,  our  citizens  would  de- 
fpair  of  any  thing  being  done  for  them.  It  was  time,  hefaidy 
they  ihould  fhow  a  difpofition  to  repel  the  injuries  which 
were  loaded  upon  them  by  foreign  nations ;  for,  if  we  did 
rsot  fhew  this  difpofition,  we  might  expert  continual  re- 
petitions of  thefe  injurie^. 

He  was,  therefore,  convinced  that  this  was  the  proper 
time  to  begin  a  bufinefs  of  this  kind.  He  believed  it  \vould. 
•  have  bee^  a  fortunate  thing  for  this  country,  if  it  had  been 
begun  five  years  ago.  If  this  had  been  the  cafe,  he  believed 
the  frigates  would  long  fince  have  been  finifhed.  The  fooner, 
however,  they  now  begin  the  bufinefs,  the  fooner  it  would 
be  completed.  And  when  a  dock  yard  was  once  eftabhfhedj 
a  fmall  expence  would  keep  it  up. 

Thefe  confiderations  had  appeared  to  him  of  fufHcient 
importance  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  meafure,  and  he 
trufted  they  would  form  fome  apology  for  his  haying  taken 
up  fo  much  of  the  time  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faw  no  connec^lion  between  the  two  refolu- 
tions,  which  the  gentleman  jufi:  fat  down  thought  it  neceffary 
to  conne^l:  together.  The  iali  refolution  propofed  the  pur- 
chafe  of  land  clothed  with  live  oak;  the  prefent  propoied  the 
appropriation  of  a  fum  of  money  for  piirchafing  the  fcite  of -a 
naval  yard,  &c.  as  a  foundation  for  a  navy.  The  laft  went 
only  to  the  fecuring  of  timber  for  the  building  of  a  navy,  if 
at  any  day  it  fhould  be  thought  neceffary;  he  believed  he 
ihould  vote  for  the  lafi:,  but  certainly  againfl  the  firfi:. 

They  had  been  told  that  no  commerce  could  exift  without 
prote6lion,  and  that  that  prote6:ion  muft  be  a  navy;  from 
whence  it  would  follow,  that  if  a  navy  was  necefiary  to  protect 
commerce  it  mufl  be  a  navy  competent  to  vie  with  the  navies  of- 
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6tiicr  nations.  He  waulci  kere  afk,  how  gentlemen  drtvr 
their  conclufion^  that  commerce  could  not  exift  without  'the 
prote(Slion  of  a  navy.  He  wlihed  they  would  lliew  from  the 
example  of  any  nation  in  Europe^  or  (rom  bur  own  example 
that- comma erce  and  navies  had  gone  hand  in  hand.  There 
was  no  nation,  except  Great  Britain,  he  faid  \\  hofe  navy  had 
any  connection  with  commerce.  No  nation,  except  England 
and  Holland,  had  more  to  do  with  commerce  than  this 
country,  and  yet  we  had  no  navy  ;  and  though  for  the  four 
laft  years,  this  commerce  had  bee^i  fubje6l  to  continual  de- 
predations, it  was  not  exceeded  by  any  nation,  except  the 
two  he  had  named.  And  if  they  looked  to  Europe,  they 
would  find  there  was  no  connection  between  navies  and 
commerce.  Ruflia  and  Sweden  had  confiderable  navies,  but 
little  commxcrce  -,  whilft  Holland,  whofe  navy  was  by  no  means 
large,  ranked  next  to  England  with  refpeCl:  to  commerce. 
Hamburgh,  he  laid,  was  one  of  the  firft  commercial  ftates  in 
Europe,  yetfhehad  no  navy.  Navies^  he  faid,  were  the  in- 
ftruments  of  power  more  calculated  to  annoy  the  trade  of 
other  nations,  than  to  prote(Sl  that  of  the  nation  to  which 
they  belong i 

The  genileman  laft  up  told  them  commerce  coukl  not  exift 
without  a  navy,  yet  he  faid  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent  per- 
Ibns  who  had  been  brought  up  in  this  way,  from  purfuing  it. 
The  gentleman  feemed  here  to  admit  of  a  contradicSlion.  If 
it  were  impolfible  to  prevent  the  people  from  following  their 
commercial  purfuits,  notwithftanding  all  the  injuries  their  com- 
m.erce  fuftained,  he  did  not  fee  how  thepolition  could  be  eft a- 
bliftied,  that  it  could  not  exift  without  a  navy.  As  to  what 
had  been  faid  about  Chinefe  policy,  he  did  not  underftand  it. 
If  they  meant  the  Chinefe  had  nothing  to  do  with  commerce, 
they  were  certainly  wrong,  for  they  had  much  commierce.  It 
was  true,  from  their  ignorance,  they  did  not  undertake  long 
voyages,  either  to  Europe  or  America;  they  confined  them- 
feives  nearer  home,  but  they  had,  notv/ithftaoding,  very  con- 
fiderable  commerce. 

Bu-t  there  was  another  pofttion  which  he  fliould  tak:e  in  op- 
poiition  to  gentlemen  who  fupported  the  creation  of  a  navy, 
viz.  that  however  ufeful  or  deftrable  ar  navy  might  be,  this 
country  was  not  equal  to  the  fupport  of  one.  We  might 
have  two  or  :  hree  frigates  indeed,  but,  when  he  laid  we  could 
not  fupport  a  navy,  he  meant  to  fay  we  could  not  fupport  fuch 
a  navy  as  ftiouid  claim  refpe^St,  in  the  fenfe  v/hich  thofe  gen- 
tlemen fpoke  of  it ;  fuch  as  being  an  object  of  terror  to  fo- 
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reign  nations.  If  they  calculated  what  the  three  frigates  had 
coil,  conlidered  the  fcantv  manner  in  which  this  country  was 
peopled  ;  our  inability  to  raife  any  very  large  revenue  ;  and 
the  high  price  of  labour,  the  truth  of  this  ailertion  \vouId  ap- 
pear evident. 

A?7ain,  if  fuch  a  navy  were  created,  how  was  it  to  be  man- 
ned ?  He  wifhed  gentlemen  to  point  out  any  mode  in  which  a 
navy  could  be  manned  in  this  country  without  having  recourfe 
to  the  abominable  practice  of  imprefTment.  If  the  nations  of 
Europe  found  it  impoflible  to  man  their  fleets  without  having 
recourfe  to  thefe  violent  means,  he  believed  it  would  be  im- 
poilible,  without  breaking  down  thofe  barriers  which  fecured 
the  liberty  of  every  citizen,  to  man  a  navy  in  this  country. 

Perhaps  he  might  be  aiked,  if  we  were,  then,  to  be  left 
without  protection  ?  He  thought  there  were  means  of  pro- 
te<Slion  which  arofe  from  cur  peculiar  iituation,  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  borrow  inftitutions  from  other  nations  for  which 
we  were  not  fit.  If  our  commerce  had  increafed,  notwith- 
fVanding  its  want  of  protection  ;  if  we  had  a  greater  number 
of  feamen  than  any  other  nation,  except  England,  this,  he 
thought,  pointed  out  the  way  in  which  commerce  ought  to  be 
prote£led.  The  faft  was,  that  our  only  mode  of  warfare  a- 
gainft  European  nations  at  fea,  was  by  putting  our  feamen  on 
board  privateers,  and  covering  the  fea  with  them  ;  thefe 
would  annoy  their  trade,  and  diftrefs  them  more  than  any 
other  mode  of  defence  we  could  adopt. 

In  his  opinion,  there  was  a  much  more  efredlual  way  of  fe-> 
curing  the  refpe£V  of  foreign  nations  than  by  building  a  navy  v 
this  was  by  applying  all  our  rcfources  to  the  payment  of  our 
public  debt.  Two  thirds  of  our  prefent  revenue,  he  faid, 
went  to  the  payment  of  the  interefl  of  this  debt.  If  vv^e  wete 
therefore,  firft  to  exert  ourfelves  to  pay  off  that  debt,  a  few 
years  hence,  he  faid,  we  fliould  be  infinitely  better  prepared 
to  attempt  a  navy. 

He  judged  for  himfelf  on  this  occafion,  and  he  wifhed  eve- 
ry member  to  do  the  fame.  He  thought  it  impoffible  for 
this  country  at  prefent  to  fupport  a  navy,  and  as  a  naval  yard 
would  be  of  no  ufe,  except  it  could  be  employed,  he  iliould 
be  againft  granting  any  money  for  that  purpofe.  He  wiilied, 
however,  if  they  poflefled  any  advantages  for  ihip-building^ 
which  might  be  defirable  twelve  or  fifteen  years  hence,  when 
our  means  were  increafed,  he  wifhed  to  tranfmit  thofe  advan- 
tages to  the  next  generation  unimpaired.  He  was,  therefore, 
willing  to  appropriate  a  fmall  fuai  for  the  purchafe  qi  live  oak^ 
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hot  becaufe  we  wanted  now,  but  to  fecure  refources  for  a  fti-' 
ture  day,  if  they  fhould  be  wanted* 

The  commiLtee  rofe  and  had  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  yeflerday,  when  the  fubject  of  appro- 
priations was  under  conlideration,  fome  objections  were  made 
to  the  50jOOO  dollars  eftimated  as  necellary  for  the  purpofes  of 
Foreign  Intercourfe,  and  information  was  called  for  upon  this 
fubje^.  He  had  received  fome  information  on  this  head; 
but  as  he  had  it  not  officially^  he  would  propofe  a  refolutlon  to 
the  Houfe  for  obtaining  ^t.  The  following  was  propoied  and 
agreed  to :  ^ 

*f  Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trealury  be  direcl:~ 
cd  to  lay  before  this  houfe  fuch  information  as  he  may  polTefs, 
or  be  able  to  obtain,  relative  to  the  expenee  of  profecuting  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  whofe  property  may  have  been  captured 
by  the  belligerent  powers,  for  which  the  fum  of  50,000  dol- 
lars is  eftimated  as  necelTary  for  the  prefent  year." 

The  Houfej  on  motion,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mor- 
row. 

Saturday y  Fehruary  11. 

A  petition  of  Sufannah  RufTel,  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia, 
Vvddow  and  adminiftratrix  of  Charles  RufTel,  deceafed,  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  read,  praying  relief,  in  the  cafe  of 
certain  lands  granted  for  the- military  fervices  of  the  deceafed, 
as  an  officer  in  the  Virginia  line,  on  the  flate  eflablifhment, 
during  the  late  war,  which  have  been  ceded  by  the  United 
States,  to  the  Chickafaw  nation  of  Indians. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  claims. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  011 
the  1 6th  of  December  lafl,  to  enquire  into  the  adtual  ftate  of 
the  fortifications  of  the  ports  and  harbours  of  the  United 
States ;  and  whether  any,  and  what  further  proviiion  is  ne- 
celTary to  be  made  on  that  fubje6t,  v/hich  lay  on  the  table,  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Iioufe,  on  Wednefday 
next. 

Tvlr.  Dwight  Fofter,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  Ludwig  Kuhn,  and  of  Mordecai 
Sheftal,  made  a  report  which  was  read  and  confidered: 
"Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  titc  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Ludwig  Kuhu;, 
cannnot  be  f^ranteJ. 

Vol.  Il,    "  :t  I„ 
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Ordered,  That  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  report  as  relate  to  tile 
petition  of  Mordecai  Sheftall,  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  honfe,  on  Wednefday  next. 

Mr.  Dwight  Fofter,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  to  whom 
wer 2  referred  the  petition  of  the  corporation  of  Rhode  Ifland 
college,  and  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  thereon, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  "Wednefday  next. 
On  motion, 

Refolved,  That  a  committee,  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  accounting  ofhcers  of  the 
Treafury  to  adjuft  and  fettle  all  fuch  necelTary  expences  and 
reafonable  demands  as  have  been  occafioned  by  the  profecution 
and  trial  ofperfons  for  offences,  during  the  late  infurre^ion,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  by  the  a£l  of  laft  feilion  ; 
and  that  the  faid  com.mittee  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  other- 
wife. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Swift,  and  Mr.  Nicholas, 
be  appointed  a  committee,  purfuant  to  the  faid  refolution. 

On  motion,  the  Houfe  again  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of 
the  Naval  Equipment,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair,  when  the 
queftion  was  put  upon  the  following  refolution,  and  negattived, 
there  being  only  23  votes  in  favour  of  it. 

"  Refolved,  That  dollars  ought  to  be  appropriated 

for  the  purpofe  of  buying  and  fitting  up  for  t'he  Urtited  States, 
a  proper  fcite  for  a  Naval  Yard."  -. 

The  laft  refolution,  in  the  following  words,  then  came  under 
confideration,  viz. 

«  Refolved,  That  dollars  ought  to'be  appropriated, 

for  the  purpofe  of  purchailng  live  oak  and  red  cedar  timber,  or 
lands  ftored  therewith,  for  naval  purpofes." 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped  this  refolution  would  be  agreed  to,  as 
though  that  houfe  was  now  difinclined  to  go  into  the  building 
of  a  navy,  it  might  be  the  v/iih  of  a  future  Congrefs  to  protect 
our  commerce  by  an  adequate  naval  force,  it  would  be  prudent 
therefore,  to  feciire  any  advantages  which  we  at  prefent  pof- 
fcffed,  for  building  of  fliips  of  war.  On  this  account  it  was,that 
it  was  propofed  to  fecure  certain  lands  covered  with  valuable 
fliip  timber.  This,  he  laid,  was  a  fubje6l  of  considerable  mag-^ 
nitude.  It  was  to  be  rearetted  that  mcafures  had  not  been 
adopted  fooner  to  get  poffeffion  of  this  land,  as  k  would  have 
been  got  cheaper  than  at  prefent,  but  it  would  be  got  cheaper 
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now  than  if  it  were  longer  delayed.     He  thought  It  a  defirable 
meafure,  and  trufted  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  faid,  he  wanted  forne  information  on  the 
fubje(St,  before  he  could  vote  for  the  prefent  meafure.  He 
wifhed  to  know  how  much  land  was  necefTary,  whether  ail  the 
land  propofed  to  be  purchafed  was  covered  with  large  timber. 
He  fuppofed  if  this  land  was  purchafed,  they  muft  appoint 
I^orreflers  to  take  care  the  timber  was  not  carried  off.  But, 
perhaps,  on  enquiry,  it  might  be  found  to  be  of  more  benefit 
to  the  country  to  have  the  land  for  cultivation,  than  to  have  it 
covered  with  timber.  He  wiflied  thefe  things  to  be  made  clear 
before  he  appropriated  money  for  this  purpofe. 

Mr.  Venable  thought  this  meafure  premature.  It  was  ne- 
cefTary to  have  information  on  the  fubjecl ;  for,  if  he  was  ever 
fo  much  difpofed  to  purchafe  the  land  in  queftion,  he  did  not 
know  what  money  would  be  neceffary  for  the  purpofe-  He 
neither  knew  the  quantity  of  land,  of  timber,  or  the  price  of 
land  in  that  country,  and  they  had  no  kind  of  eftimate  before 
them.  He  had  no  objection  to  an  enquiry  bsing  made  on  the 
fubje61:,  as  to  the  quantity  of  land  and  of  tim.ber,  and  the  pro- 
bable price  of  it.  This  might  be  ufeful  to  the  houfe  and  ena- 
ble them  to  form  fome  eftimate  on  the  fubje£l;  but,  without 
fuch  information,  he  did  not  know  how  gentlemen  who  were 
ftrangers  to  the  country,  could  vote.  Doubtlefs  as  foon  as  any 
law  paiTed  to  purchafe  this  land,  it  would  be  made  a  matter  of 
fpeculation,  and  land  which  might  be  purchafed  lov»r  now, 
would  then  be  charged  a  very  high  price. 

Mr.  Parker  faid  he  had  made  fome  enquiry  on  tlie  fubjeft, 
and  found  that  there  were  large  traces  of  land  in  the  ftate  of 
Georgia,  covered  with  this  timber,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but 
a  fufficient  quantity  might  be  got  at  from  three  to  four  dollars 
an  acre.  He  had  received  an  eftimate  from  the  War  OiHcej 
of  a  tra^l:  of  land  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary  in  Georgia,  which 
might  be  purchafed  for  64,000  dollars,  and  would  be  fuffici- 
ent, by  fucceilive  grov>rth,  to  ferve  the  United  States  for  cen- 
turies 'to  come  ;  but  if  advantage  was  not  taken  of  this  land 
row,  fome  European  government  might  get  poiTeiiion  of  it. 
In  Great-Britain  they  had  not  fufhcient  timber  for  their  navv, 
without  having  recGurfe  to  foreign  countries;  they  were  alio 
fimilariy  lituated  in  France,  and  if  their  refources  in  the  north 
of  Europe  failed,  they  would  doubtlefs  have  recourfe  to  Ame- 
rica, and  they  would  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  polTcffion  of 
it.  If,  therefore,  it  was  the  object  of  this  government  at  any 
time  to  have  a  navy,  it  v>ras  of  confequence  to  fecure  thii»  dm- 
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htri  it  would  "be  one  of  the  wifeil:  meafures  which  could  be 
adopted.  As  to  this  land  being  wanted  for  cultivation,  that 
v/as  fcarcely  probable  ;  as  there  was  land  enough  in  that  ftate 
to-fuftain  four  million  of  inhabitants,  and  they  had  not  at  pre- 
fent  more  than  100,000  white  people  in  the  whole  ftate. 

JMr.  Rutherford  was  in  favour  of  the  meafurc,  as  proper  and 
j)rudent ;  for,  though  he  trufted  we  fhould  never  have  a  large 
navy,  yet  it  was  proper  to  have  a  referve  of  this  fort,  as  it  might 
be  fold  for  at  leaft  as  much  as  it  cofl,  if  it  was  ppt  wanted. 

Mr.  Milledge  faid  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr. 
Harper)  had  made  a  correct  ftatement  with  relpe^t  to  the  {hip- 
timber  growing  in  Georgia  ;  there  was  a  coniiderable  quan- 
tity of  it  along  the  coaft  extending  three  or  four  miles  from 
the  fhore.  In  collecting  the  timber  for  the  frigates,  there 
had  been  coniiderable  difficulty,  he  faid,  in  procuring  tim.ber 
large  enough,  almoft  the  whole  of  their  fea  iflands  were  ex- 
amined for  the  purpofe,.  Previous  to  the  revolution,  he  faid, 
the  king  of  Great-Britain  directed  a  lurvey  to  be  made  of  their 
coall:  on  the  fabject  of  fliip  timber,  and  there  was  one  ifland 
in  particular  which  was  reported  to  contain  the  fineft  timber 
on  the  coaft  5  this  was  the  ifland  of  Ifepanv,  Since  the  intro- 
du<ftion  of  the  growth  of  cotton,  the  foil  was  become  very  va- 
luable, and  every  year  great  quantities  of  this  timber  was  cut 
down,  for  the  purpofe  of  clearing  the  ground  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  that  article.  This  land,  he  faid,  fold  for  two  or  three 
guineas  an  acre.  He  thought  if  the  United  States  were  pof- 
feiTed  of  this  ifland,  it  v/ould  be  fufficient  for  building  any 
number  of  fliips  for  which  they  might  have  occafiori. 

Mr.  Holland  faid,  the  gentleman  fi'om  Georgia  had  inform- 
ed tliem  there  had  been  great  difficulty  to  procure  timber  fuf- 
ficiently  large  for  the  frigates  ;  the  price  or  thg  frigates  was  a 
fufficient  evidence  of  that  difficulty.  He  had  made  a  calcu- 
lation, and  found  that  five  ninety  gun  ffiips  built  of  Medite- 
ranean  timber  would  not  coil  fo  much  as  our  three  frigates. 
It  was  not  necelTary,  therefore)  to  take  any  means  to  fecure 
our  timber,  becaufe,  if  it  fliould  fail,  it  might  be  procured 
from  the  Mediterranean  upon  better  terms,  it  feemed,  than 
irom  our  ov/n  forefls.  - 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  S.  Carolina,  and  Virginia^ 
.  differed  confiderably  with  refpedt  to  the  value  of  the  land  on 
which  this  timber  grew.  Befldes,  he  faid,  it  was  not  yet  de- 
termined, that  a  navy  would  ever  be  defirable  in  this  country, 
and  therefore  it  was  not  necelTary  to  go  into  a  fpeculation  of 
this  fort.     He  thought  they  had  much  better  pay  their  debt| 
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than  go  into  fpccuiations  of  purcliafes  of  inlands  for  tlie  fake 
of  timber  which  might  never  be  wanted.  We  fliould  firft  be 
jiift  and  pay  our  debts,  and  then,  if  any  thing  remained,  it 
might  be  appropriated  to  pnrchafe  timber  iflands. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  vote  on  this  oc- 
calion.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  land  was  good  or  bad, 
or  whether  the  timber  growing  upon  it  was  in  large  quanti- 
ties, or  in  fmail.  The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  had  faid^ 
the  land  was  of  the  beft  kind,  and  that  the  timber  would  be 
cut  down  for  the  fake  of  cultivation  ;  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  believed  it  very  indifferent,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  thought  it  worth  three  guineas  an  acre.  In  order  to 
get  fome  more  accurate  knowledge  on  the  fubje6l,  he  wiflied 
the  Prefident  to  be  authorized  to  make  enquiry  on  the  fub- 
je£t,  and  propofed  a  refolution  to  that  effecl  j  but  the  Chair- 
man informing  him  it  was  not  then  in  order,  it  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  Heath  faid,  it  would  firft  be  proper  to  know  whether 
there  was  a  deiire  for  increafing  the  navy,  before  they  went 
into  any  fcheme  like  the  prefent.  .  He  believed  there  was 
timber  enough  on  hand  for  the  three  frigates,  and  he  h\v  no 
neceffity  for  providing  more.  The  gentleman  from  S.  Caro-- 
lina  was  apprehenilve,  that  if  we  did  not  purchafe  this  land 
the  timber  would  get  into  the  hands  of  foreif^n  agents.  He 
3Vi£lied  they  would  purchafe  it;  he  would  rather  hai^e their 
money  than  the  timber  ;  he  thought  it  would  be  of  greater 
fervice  to  the  country.  He  fhould  be  glad  if  they  would  pur- 
chafe all  our  forefts.  He  v/as  forry  to  fee  an  appetite  in  that 
jioufe  for  a  large  navy;  to  increafe  our  fliips  of  war,  he  faid, 
would  be  to  increafe  our  folly,  and  difgrace  our  councils  to 
pofterity.  Were  this  law  to  be  paiTed,  they  might  expeft  to 
have  forty  or  fifty  perfons  employed  for  one  purpofe  or  otker; 
and  they  fliould  have  a  quantity  of  timber  lying  in  their  na- 
val yard  rotting,  for  he  hoped  it  would  never  be  ufed  for  fhips 
of  war. 

He  faid,  he  was  forry  to  fee  fuch  a  defire  to  imitate  the 
practice  of  monarchial  governments  ;  he  wifiied  to  ftand  aloof 
from  European  politics  and  European  broils ;  and  could  al- 
moft-  wixli,  with  an  eminent  philofopher,  now  no  more,*  that 
'f  Nature  would  raife  her  everlaiting  bars  between  the  new 
and  the  old  world,  and  make  a  voyr.ge  to  Europe  as  inrorac- 
licable  as  one  to  the  Moon.-' 

*  Mr,  Rittenlioufe. 
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Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  he  was  not  in  favour  of  the  bars  which 
the  gentleman  laft  up  wilhed  to  be  placed  betwixt  us  and  Eu- 
ropean nations.  The  refolution  before  them,  he  faid,  propof- 
ed  to  fecure  timber  for  the  purpofe  of  building  fliips  of  war 
at  a  future  day. 

It  had  been  faid  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr  Ni- 
cholas) that  all  the  advantages  which  were  derived  from  com- 
merce would  not  counterbalance  the  evils  which  a  navy  would 
introduce.     It  would  be  proper,  therefore,  to  enquire  into  this 
matter.     Our  commerce,  he  faid,  had  grown  up  and  furprif- 
ed  the  world,  and  ourfelves,  without  protection  j  but  would 
this  commerce  continue  to  profper,  unprotected  ?  He  fuppof- 
cd  not.     Our  commerce,  he  faid,  had  produced  from  the  ef- 
tabiifhment  of  the  prefent  government,  a  revenue  of  feventy- 
five  millions  of  dollars.      And  how,  he  alked,  had  this  been 
expended  ?  It  might  be  fuppofed  from  the  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  had  heen  lavifhed  on  commerce.     Had  this 
been  the   cafe.''  If  it  had,  commercial  men   had  no  right  to 
complain  ;  but  if  it  had  not,  they  had  a  juft  right  to  complain 
that  no  protection  was  held  out  to  them.     Of  this  fum,  there 
had  been  expended,  he  faid,  on  the  weftern  frontier,  and  to 
quell  the  weftern  infarreCtion,  between  twelve  and  fifteen  mil- 
lions ;  and  the  reft,  how  had  it  been  applied  ?  It  had  been  ap- 
plied to   pay  the  interell  and  part  of  the  public  debt,  to  pay 
the  civil  lift,   and  other  expences  of  government.     Except 
about  700,000  dollars  which  had  been  appropriated  for  the 
frigates,  all  thefe  75  miUions  had  been  expended  on  objects 
foreign  from  commerce.     But  gentlemen  faid  thefe  700,000 
dollars  had  been  thrown  away.     Grant  this  ;  he  trufted  they 
fliould  learn  wifdom  from  it  in  future.     Was  then,  one  eigh- 
tieth part  of  what  had  been  produced  by  commerce  too  much 
to  have  been  expended  upon  it  ?  Some  gentlemen  feemed  to 
be  of  that  opinion,  and  wifhed  the  veffels  fold.     None  of 
thofe  gentlemen  whofe  propeifty  of  every  kind  had  been  in- 
creafed  by  the  plenty  which  commerce  had  introduced,  were 
willing  to  hold  out  a  hand  to  proteCt  it,  at  a  time  when  it 
was  oppreiTed. 

But,  it  might  be  faid,  commercial  men  did  not  pay  this 
money.  He  knew  they  did  n6t  j  he  was  well  aware  the  peo- 
ple at  large  paid  it  j  but  it  was  derived  from  commerce,  and 
without  it  would  not  have  been  paid. 

He  had  faid  that  only  one  eightieth  part  of  the  revenue 
produced  by  commerce  had  been  expended  upon  it ;  but, 
was  this  revenue  alone  the  only  benefit  derived  from  com- 
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tiierce?  No ;  there  were  advantages  every  where  to  be  Cccn. 
in  the  profperity  and  independence  of  the  country,  whether, 
faid  he,  tve  look  in  the  large  cities,  in  the  villages,  or  upon 
the  plantation  of  the  farmer,  all  carry  the  cliearful  appear- 
ance of  plenty,  as  a  confequeiice  of  commercial  enterprife. 
Go  wrhere  you  will,  faid  he,  throughout  the  whole  continent 
t>f  America,  and  you  fee  wealth,  independence  and  happinefs, 
arifing  from  the  profperity  introduced  by  commerce. 

The  nations  of  Europe,  Mr.  S.  faid,  had  long  looked  with 
envy  on  the  American  commerce,  and,  if  it  were  to  be  left 
unprotected,  they  might  feize  upon  it  at  pleafure.  Had  not 
this  been  the  cafe  ?  Had  not  Great  Britian  taken  three 
millions  of  our  unprotected  property  ?  And  what  did  we  fay 
to  them  ?  We  ftood  aghaft  looking  at  ont  another.  One 
man  propofed  one  thing,  and  one  man  another;  we  refted 
fatisfied  with  fending  an  envoy  to  treat ;  a  treaty  had  been 
made,  but  a  fingle  fhilling  had  not  been  received,  and  the 
other  day  v/hem  50,000  dollars  were  propofed  to  be  appro* 
priated  to  pay  the  expence  of  profecuting  thefe  claims,  many 
objections  were  urged  againft  it.  Indeed  it  feemed  as  if  fome 
gentlemen  would  have  no  objeCtion  to  fee  the  commerce  of 
the  country  wholly  deftroyed. 

Another  nation  feeing  the  fpoliations  committed  upon  our 
property  with  impunity  by  the  Britifh  had  followed  her  ex- 
ample, and  had  feized  to  the  amount  of  from  five  to  fix 
millions.  They  had  no  commerce,  and  therefore  it  was  out 
of  our  power  even  to  retaliate  upon  them.  They  fay,  "  you 
fufFered  the  Britifh  to  take  your  property  to  our  difadvantage, 
therefore,  we  will  take  it  to  theirs."  And  £0^  faid  he,  we 
are  bufFetted  and  abufed  on  all  fides. 
I  He  fuppofed,  however,  it  was  to  no  purpofe  going  into 
arguments  on  this  fubjeCt,  as  he  doubted  not  the  minds  of 
members  were  determined  upon  it.  In  the  courfe  of  20  or 
30  years,  when  it  fhall  have  been  loft,  we  ftiall  have  learnt 
to  know  the  value  of  commerce,  upon  which  the  happinefs 
of  the  United  States,  in  a  great  m.eafurc,  at  prefent  depends. 
They  had  been  afked  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania 
(Mr.  Gallatin)  in  what  nation,  befldes  Great  Britain,  their 
navy  went  hand  in  hand  \;:ith  commerce.  He  would  ailc  that 
gentleman  in  what  nation  commerce  had  flouriihed  to  any  ex- 
tent, without  a  navy  ?  He  knew  of  none  ;  and  the  commerce 
of  this  country  could  not  be  brought  as  an  inftance,  as  unex- 
ampled depredations  had  been  committed  upon  it  for  the  lait 
four  years.     It  would  be  needlefs  wiliQw  to  that  gentleman. 
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that  the  commerce  of  all  nations,  from  thcearlieft  pmod  of 
timcj  which  was  not  protected  by  a  navy,  had  been  conftant- 
ly  kept  in  a  ftate  of  depreilion..  His  own  reading  had  doubt-f 
lefs  fiirniilied  him  with  the  information. 

In  the  dark  ages  of  European  hiftory,  Mr.  S.  faid,  the 
Hanfeatic  League  (of  which  Hamburgh  was  a  port)  rofe  up 
in  the  commercial  line ;  they  protected  their  commerce; 
they  forced  refpedt  to  their  fhips  ;  though  lingle  cities,  they 
fiood  againft  all  the  empires  which  furrounded  them  ;  until 
navies  were  raifed  againft  them.  The'Diitch  afterwards  rofe 
into  confequence,  and  extended  their  commerce  to  diflant 
parts  of  the  globe-  Arthis  period  the  commerce  of  England 
bad  fcarcely  a  name.  But  during  the  long. Parliament  in 
England,  the  famous  navigation  a£l  paiTed,  after  which  the 
commerce  of  that  country  began  to  extend  itfelf to  every  part 
of  the  globe.  The  waters  of  Holland,  he  fajd,  would  not 
admit  of  large  fhips,  and  in  confequence  their  trade  w^as  de- 
preiled,  and  America  at '  this  time  poxTeiTed  more  fhipping, 
than  Holland.   > 

The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  had  faid  Hamburgh  was 
without  prote^lion;  but  did  not  that  gentleman  know,  that 
{he  owed  her  fafety  t(  he  conftant  jeaioufy  of  Denmark  and 
Pruilia.  And  what  was  this  trade,  he  afksd  ?  It  was  not 
'  carried  on  by  their  own  iliips.  America  did  much  to  the 
fupport  of  that  trade.  Y/hen  did  you  fee,  faid  he,  an  Ham- 
burgh veffel  ?  Scarcely  ever.  Their  trade  was  principally 
carried  on  by  the  vefTeis  of  other  nations.  It  was  true,  that 
at  preient  it  was  a  city  of  great  commerce  ;  but  its  liberty  de- 
pended upon  the  jeaioufy  of  two  great  Potentates,  and  the 
monient  they  agi'eed,  it  would  fall  to  that  povv^cr  which  pof- 
feffed  the  ftrongeft  naval  force. 

It  was  ridiculous,  he  faid,  to  think  of  fupporting  any  con- 
liderable  commerce,  without  a  naval  force  ;  but  gentlemen 
fay,  if  we  had  armed  fhips,  they  would  lead  us  into  war  ;  fo 
we  could  not  have  power,  but  we  mud  abufe  it.  This  was 
paying  us  no  com.piiment-,  but  he  differed  widely  in  opinion 
from  gentlemen  on  this  fubjecl,  he  was  of  opinion  that  if  we 
had  tv/elve  fhips  of  war,  no  European  power  would  commit 
the  depredations  upon  us  which  they  did  at  prefent. 

Great  Britain  feized  upon  the  fhips  of  Denmark;  what 
did  flie  do  in  return  ?  She  armed,  and  faid  fiie  would  not 
fubmit  to  be  fo  treated,  and  reftitution  was  made.  But  what^ 
he  aOsied,  was  done  to  us  ?  We  were  put  off  by  a  tvial  ;  and, 
aftjr  gaining  our  caufes;>  we'were  fent  to  the  Weil  Indies,    to. 
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feek  redrefs  from  the  captain  who  committed  the  injuftice 
againjftus;  and,  if  he  were  not  able  to  pay,  then  we  had  to 
return  again  to  G.  Britain  for  fatisfa^lion.  If,  faid  he,  \7e 
had  12  fhips  of  war,  they  would  not  treat  us  thus. 

To  him,  he  faid,  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  was  very  ex- 
traordinary. There  were  five  large  fea  ports,  from  which 
came  mofh  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  thefe  port^, 
for  the  good  of  the  whole,  joined  heartily  in  the  Federal  go- 
vernment; before  that  time  they  were  in  the  habit  of  raifing 
revenue  from  other  States,  but  they  joined  the  General  Go^ 
vernment,  in  hope  of  meeting  with  protection  from  it. 
They  now  iaw  how  they  were  to  be  protected.  Fifteen 
millions  of  property  had  been  expended  in  the  defence  of 
one  part  of  the  union,  and  yet  the  reprefentatives  from 
that  quarter  fee med  to  rife,  as  in  a  mafs,  to  vote  againft  anv 
protection  being  given  to  commerce.  He  was  aftonillied  to 
fee  fuch  a  conduct  from  men  fo  well  itiformed  on  other  fub~ 
je(5ts. 

They  had  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Nicholas)  that  it  was  necelTary  they  fhould  correct  their 
habits.  They  were  frequently  told  fo  from  the  pulpit ;  but 
prejudices,  he  faid,  grew  up  with  them,  which  it  was  difficult 
to  Ihake  off.  In  fome  parts  of  the  Union,  commerce  was 
carried  on  by  means  of  foreign  agents  and  factors,  who  took 
their  produce  at  an  under  value;  and  being  fo  brought  up, 
perfons  were  prejudiced  in  favour  of  that  way  of  doing  buii- 
nefs.  Perhaps  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
might  have  a  prejudice  of  this  kind;  if  fo,  he  could  have  no 
juft  idea  of  an  independent  commerce.  He  hoped  gentle- 
men would  endeavour  to  get  clear  of  thefe  kind  of  prejudices, 
and  join  heartily  in  fupporting  and  protecting  an  honourabk 
and  independent  commerce. 

IVJr.  Coit  faid,  if  the  gentleman  laft  up  was  poffefTed  of  a 
fpirit  of  prophecy,  he  might  doubtlefs  foretel  the  events  he 
had  mentioned;  and  if  eloquence  was  to  effe£t  his  point  he 
might  perhaps  be  fuccefsful ;  but  eloquence  was  not  argi^^ 
ment,  and  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  wandered  graaf  ly 
from  the  queftion,  which  was,  whether  a  quantity  of  timber: 
land  fhould  be  purchafed  for  the  future  purpofes  of  govern- 
ment. 

It  vvTiS  not  furpriiingj  that  gentlemen  who  wiflied   a   naval 

eftabiidiment,  fhouid  lay  hold   of  every  thing    with  avidity 

v/nich  led  that  way.     For   his   part,  he    hoped   the   United 

States  would  not  at  prefent  go  into  a    navy.     He    believed 

Vol.  II.  ^  3  M 
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the  iJnitcd  States  would  be  more  profperous  without  a  navy 
than  with  one.  They>  therefore  difxerecl  in  opinion ^  and 
except  he  fliould  be  con^'inced  he  was  wrong,  he  fliould  cer- 
tainly vote  againft  the  prefi^nt  qiief!:ion> 

But  it  was  laid,  this  timber  might  be  wanted  at  ibme 
future  period,  when  it  could  not  be  had.  He  thought  th;r 
arguments  on  this  point  totally  inadequate.  No  bnfmeis 
coidd  be  undertaken  by  the  public  upon  fo  good  terms  as  by 
individuals.  So  foon  as  you  open  the  door  of  the  treafury, 
you  cannot  tell  the  amount  which  will  be  wanted  out  of  it. 
When  the  land  was  purchaied,  it  m.ufl:  be  taken  care  of 
what  further  expence  would  be  necefHiry,  he  could  not  fay: 
Perhaps  it  would  be  faid,  when  they  were  in  poiTeffion  oj 
timber,  that  fince  they  had  the  timber,  they  ought  to  pro- 
ceed with  building  fhips» 

Beilcies,  ,he  faid,  there  was  no  bufniefs  fo  uncertain  and 
ruinous  as  that  of  I'peculation  to  an  individual,  and  if  ruinous 
to  individuals  how  much  more  fo  would  it  be  to  the  public. 
The  expence  being  certain,  and  the  advantage  very  contin- 
gent, he  fliould,  therefore,  be  oppofed  to  the  refoiution. 

Mr.  Gallatin  iaid,  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  com- 
mittee again  on  this  bufinefs,  had  not  the  gentleman  from 
M?tryiand  (Mr.  S.  Smith)  attacked  gentlemen  from  the  fron- 
tiers, v/ith  being  Icfs  inclined  than  others,  to  give  protecdon 
to  commerce. 

On  this  ground,  he  had  before  ftated,  that  the  commercial 
interefts  of  this  country  were  fo  conne£led  v/ith  thofe  of  agri- 
culture, that  any  prote^^ion  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
United  States  to  give  them,  he  would  always  h-i  ready  to 
give.  He  conceived  that  the  protection  given  to  com- 
merce would  tend  to  increafe  the  price  of  produce  j  and 
though  the  farmers  were  not  fo  immediately  injured  by  any 
mifchief  which  befei  commerce,  yet,  in  the  end,  the  lofs  was 
pretty  equally  felt. 

It  was  unneceirary,  Mr.  G.  faid,  to  examine  into  the  truth 
of  the  {fatements  which  the  gentleman   from  Marylanci  had 
produced  with  refpe^lto  the  amount  of  revenue  produced  bj 
commerce;,  or  the  expence  of  defending  the  frontier;  becaufe 
it  would  not  be  denied,  that  the  whole  of  our  revenue  was 
produced  from  commerce,  and  that  the  expence  on  the  fron- 
tier had  been  very  coaiiderable  ^  yet   he  was  mifta^ken  in  his 
adertion,  the  amount  of  ourrefources  including  loans,  di<l 
did  not  amount  to  75  millions.     He   had  no  papers  by  him, 
and  he  could  not  truit  his  memory  in  refpe<5lto  figures,  yet 
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"he  would  afTert,  that  inftead  of  75,  the  duties  arifing  from 
commerce  fince  the  eftabli/hment  of  the  government,  would 
fall  fhort  of  35  millions.  He  believed  they  would  not  exceed 
30..  Again,  when  the  gentleman  fpoke  of  the  expence  on 
the  frontier  being  from  12  to  15  millions,  he  was  miftaken= 
He  could  fpeak  with  certainty  on  this  fubje^i.  The  expence 
of  the  military  and  militia  was  eight  million,  and  the  lail  year 
the  amount  of  expence  was  1,200,000;  therefore,  this  ex- 
pence  was  only  nine,  inftead  of  twelve  or  fifteen  millions. 

He  would  obferve,  that  this  money  was  not  expended 
folely  for  the  protedion  of  the  frontier,  nor  at  the  requeft  of 
the  inhabitants,  but  for  other  purpofes  ;  and  that  gentleman 
muft  do  him  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  when  the  queftion  was  be- 
fore them  for  providing  a  defence  for  the  frontier,  he  was  as 
much  for  faving  expence  as  upon  this  occafion.  He  had  no 
particular  view :  his  wifh  was  to  fave  expence,  and  thereby 
promote  the  general  interefts  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  G.  faid,  he  was  ftill  of  opinion  that  a  navy  was  not  ef- 
fentially  neceffary  to  the  protection  of  commerce.  Nothing 
he  had  heard  on  that  fubjecl,  had  at  all  tended  to  change  his 
opinion.  It  might  to  a  certain  degree  be  convenient ;  but  he 
thought  the  expence  greater  than  the  advantages  to  be  dc~ 
rived  fi'om  fuch  an  eftabiilliraent.  in  this  airertloDj  lie 
would  fay  he  \v7\.s,  v/arranted  by  the  example  of  all  otjier  nati- 
ons. No  nation,  except  Great  Britain,  had  any  navy  in  pro- 
portion to  its  commerce*,  and  that  navy  v/as  ere<^ed  more  for 
the  piirpofe  of  extending  her  power,  than  for  the  protecfion 
of  her  commerce.  He  would  aflert,  from  an  inveftigation  of 
the  moft  authentic  official  documents,  that  the  amount  of  ton- 
nage employed  in  foreign  trade  in  this  country,  v^ras  equal  to 
that  employed  in  any  other  except  Great  Britain.  The  ob- 
je£l  of  a  navy,  he  faid,  was  not  fo  much  to  protect  commerce 
as  to  augment  the  power  of  a  nation.  But,  if  v/e  were  to  be 
dazzled  by  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  in  this  reipect,  fo  as 
to  delire  to  imitate  her  example,  becaufe  ffie  is  a  powerful 
nation  and  has  an  extenSTive  trade,  it  would  be  well  to  conil- 
der  the  confequences  of  this  policy.  It  v\''as  true  they  had 
f:aree  hundred  liiips  of  war.  And  what,  faid  he,  is  rhe  price 
they  have  paid  for  them  ?  Their  public  debt  is  upwards  of 
three  hundred  millions  fterling,  and  this  debt  had  bc'^n  chiefly 
produced  by  this  navy-  This  was  not  merely  his  opinion,  he 
would  refer  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  the  author  of  a  trealiie  00 
t^he  revenues  of  Great-Britain,  v/ho  proves,  that  it  had  been 
owing  to  the  navy  that  their  debts  was  at  the  enorniGiis  amount 
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iie  had  mentioned,  and  that  extcnllvc  navies  had  been  the 
ruin  of  every  nation  which  had  poflelTed  them. 

But,  Mr.  G.  faid,  he  might  be  told  that  this  was  a  mere 
theoretic  opinion  of  his  own,  and  that  a  navy  was  eiTential 
to  this  country.  He  faid,  he  did  not  prefumc  to  judge  for 
generations  to  come  ;  but  he  would  repeat  that  we  were  not 
at  prefent  capable  of  fupporting  a  navy  *,  our  fituation  would 
not  admit  of  it;  our  revenues  were  not  fufficient,  and  men 
could  not  be  got,  without  recourfe  to  arbitrary  and  unwar-, 
rantable  meafures  to  raife  them. 

fie  had  faid,  when  he  was  up  yefterday  on  this  iubje£l,  that 
if  we  were  in  pofTeffion  of  any  refources  for  fhip  building,  he 
Ihould  wifh  them  to  go  unimpaired  to  pofterity,  and  that  he 
was  therefore  willing  to  do  fomething  towards  the  purchafe  of 
land  *,  but,  from  the  information  which  he  had  received  that 
day,  on  that  floor,  he  thought  the  refolution  premature. 

They  had  been  told  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  that 
<)4jOco  dollars  would  be  fufficient  to  purchafe  liifticient  tim- 
ber land  for  the  purpofe  in  view ;  a  gentleman  from  Georgia 
had  told  them  that  a  certain  ifland  muft  be  the  object,  which 
Vv'as  worth  from  two  to  three  guineas  an  acre;  but  he  had 
alfo  told  them,  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  timber 
was  found  fufficiently  large  for  the  frigates  now  building.  It 
followed,  that  thofe  iflands  did  not  produce  timber  fufficient- 
ly large  tor  fhips  of  war,  though  it  might  be  large  enough  for 
merchantmen.  Though  this  timber  might  be  very  good;,  yet 
if  itsiize  did  not  anfwer,  the  bufinefs  was  premature.  He 
thought  they  ought  not  to  go  further,  therefore,  at  prefent 
than  to  empower  the  Prefident  to  make  enquiries  on  the 
iubjec'^. 

Mr.  Chriftie  faid,  he  was  far  from  thinking  commerce  was 
not  worthy  of  protection.  He  would  give  it  ail  the  proteClion 
he  could;  but  he  thought  it  might  be  more  economically  prq^ 
tested  than  by  a  navy.  Four  years  ago  an  effectual  protedlL- 
on  was  propofcd,  but  it  was  then  called  a  paper,  chimerical 
protection;  but  it  would  have  been  found  a  better  protection 
than  frigates.  He  trufted  he  fhould  never  iee  a  lingle  armed 
veliel  belong  to  the  United  States ;  he  hoped  alio  that  his  po-^ 
ikrity  might  not.  He  did  not  wifh  to  fee  fo  mmrh  of  tlie 
property  of  the  people  of  the  U,  States  engaged  in  this  buiinefsi 
It  would  be  the  faving  of  pemef  at  the  expence  oi pounds. 

It  was  an  extraordinary  thing,  he  faid,  that  at  a  time  when 
they  had  not  money  to  pay  for  a  hoafe  for  Congrtfs  to  fit  in^ 
gentlemen  lho\ild  wifii  them  to  go  into  a  ipecuiation  like  the 
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prefent.  It  was  faid  this  land  might  be  purchafed  for  6o,ood 
dollars,  but  he  was  certain  they  Ihould  not  purchafe  it  for  30L 
an  acre.  He  "knew  it  was  got  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
would  make  money  by  it.  He  thought  if  the  object  was  to 
keep  it  from  foreigners,  it  would  be  much  better  to  pafs  a  law 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  the  timber,  than  to  purchafe  the 
knd.  But,  faid  he,  if  by  fowing  an^corn,  it  would  grow  up 
into  a  firft-rate  fhip  of  war  every  year,  I  would  not  give  a  dol- 
lar for  that  acorn,  if  it  muft  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States.  When  the  velTels  were  finifhed,  he  iliould 
vote  for  felling  them.  Indeed,  he  v/ould  much  rather  they 
were  burnt,  than  that  they  Ihould  be  manned :  for,  fo  far 
from  their  being  a  protection  to  commerce,  they  would  cer- 
tainly involve  us  in  a  war.  The  moment  they  went  out,  they 
would  be  treated  with  indignity  by  the  Britifh  or  French;  and 
then,  faid  he,  we  fhould  have  another  envoy  to  fend  to  G.  Bri- 
tain or  France,  to  beg  of  them  to  accommodate  the  buimefs. 
He  had  voted  again  it  the  frigates  from  the  beginning,  and 
would  continue  to  do  fo. 

Mr.  Parker  thought  it  neceflary  to  remark  upon  what  had 
been  faid,  with  refpedt  to  the  different  eftimates  which  had 
been  made  of  the  value  of  the  timber  land  in  Georgia.  It 
was  true,  that  the  ifland  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  was  worth  three  guineas  an  acre;  but  there  were 
others  which  might  be  purchafed  for  four  dollars.  In  fearch- 
ing  for  timber  for  the  frigates,  the  whole  of  that  coaftwas 
ranfacked;  but,  he  believed,  on  every  part  of  that  fliore, 
plenty  of  timber  was  to  be  got  for  the  fum  which  he  had 
mentioned.  1 

Mr.  Milledge  faid,  the  timber  in  the  foutliern  part  of  the 
ftate  of  Georgia,  was  not  fo  good  as  in  the  northern.  Land 
in  the  fouth  might  be  got  at  three  dollars  an  acre;  but  he 
believed  it  would  not  be  found  to  anfv/er  the  purpofe  fo  well 
as  the  timber  in  the  more  northerly  parts. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  did  not  expect  that  the  confidera- 
tioYi,  whether  this  country  was  likely  to  become  a  naval  pow- 
er, wonld  have  come  into  coniideration  on  this  quellion;  but 
as  it  had  been  introduced,  it  would  be  necelliiry  to  fay  a  few 
words  on  that  fubject. 

It  had  been  faid,  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr, 
Chriftie)  that  he  was  oppofed  to  the  purchaiingof  land;  but 
that  the  timber  might  be  fecured  by  prohibiting  the  expor- 
tation of  live  oak;  but  he  immediately  faid,  he  jliould  not 
wiih  to  fee  this  timber  in  fliips  of  war,  and  if  he  did  not  wilh 
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to  fee  it  mnue  ufe  of  in  this  wa^/,  there  was  no  occaiion  to 
prevent  its  exportation. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  as  it  had  been  ma4e  a  fubjeiSl  of  cnqtiiry  whe- 
ther this  countr)^  fhould  l>ecome  a  naval  power  or  not,  they 
ihould  coniider  how  much  our  revenue  depended  on  com- 
merce; how  much  the  habits  of  our  citizens  were  commer- 
cial;  and  learn,  from  the  hiftories  of  other  countries,  that 
commerce  cannot  be  prOtecSled  but  bj  a  navy.  He  faid  he 
was  not  lingular  in  his  opinion.  He  could  produce  the  opi- 
nion Oi  a  man  from  the  ftate,  whence  much  of  the  oppofition 
to  this  meafure  proceed ed,  ari  opinion  which  would  doubtlefs 
have  conllderable  v.^eight  in  that  houfe.  Fie  alluded  to  Mr. 
■jeii-crron's  notes  on  Virginia,  [Mr.  S.  here  read  a  pretty  long 
extract  from  Mr.  Jefferlqn's  book,  in  favour  of  a  navy  for, 
the  protection  of  conrmerce  in  this  country.] 

If  the  refources  of  the  United  .States  were  fuch  (and  Mr. 
Jctlerfon  laid  they  were)  or  might  be  in  a  few  years,  that  a 
moderate  alTeiiment  from,  the  different  ftates,  would  enable 
them  to  build  eighteen  ihips  in  one  year,  gentlemen  Ihoiild 
not  be  fo  alarmed  at  the  meafure  of  a  naval  force.  It  was 
true,  there  v/ere  many  obje^pons  to  going  into  a  buhnefs  of 
this  kind  at  prefent,  the  greatell  of  which  was  theprefent 
high  price  of  labour.  ■  The  price  which  the  frigates  now 
building  would  coif  was  very  great,  but  the  expence  of  every 
Tmdertaking  was  at  firft  large.  The  exploring  of  timber,  &c. 
produced  an  expen-ce  which  would  not  again  occur.  Mr. 
jciterfon  fecm.ed  fully  of  opinion  that  this  country  was  equal 
to  the  building  and  the  fupp^ring  of  a  navy.  This  opinion 
•'vas  further  confirmed  by  his  r^-port  m.ade  to  that  houfe  fome 
years  age.  [Mr.  S.  read  an  extract  from  this  report,  and  alfo 
an  extract  from,  a  fpeech  of  fome  member  in  a  former  Co^i - 
'  greis  on.  1 1 )  is  fubj e£l-. ] 

Mr.  S.  faid  he  could  not  conceive  why  the  United  States 
were  not  as  competent  to  a  navy  as  European  powers,  whoie 
reiburccs  v/ere  not  equal  to  ours.  He  could  name  three 
powers  wl^o  vvere  in  this  fituption,  viz.  Sweden,  Denmark 
and  HollanJ.      He  enumerated  their  refources  to  be  as  fol- 

l  C  '.V  '. 

In  Sweden.,  the  population  in  1772  was  3  milhons,  revenue 
T I  miHionSj  nationaldebt  60  millions;  fhe  had  30  iliips  of  tlie 
line,  1 2  or  14  fr'gaies,  50  gallies,  and  from  15  to  17,000 
feamen. 

Jn  Denmark,  the  population  at  the  fame  time  was  two 
million  two  hundred  thoufand,  revenue  {even  millions,  and 
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but  little  debt;  flie  had  31  {hips  of  the  line,  9  fifties,  and  21 
frigates. 

In  Holland,  the  population  in  1772  was  2  millions  ;  in 
1785,  2,700,000;  but  in  1796,  it  had  been  fo  reduced  by 
the  revolution  as  only  to  be  1,880,000;  the  revenue  of  the 
feven  United  Provinces  was  4,500,000;  debts  2000  millions 
of  florins,  or  200  millions  pounds  fterling,  owing;  by  other 
countries  to  Holland  585  millions  of  florins.  The  navy  in 
1782,  was  42  fhipsof  the  line,  43  frigates  and  f  o  cutters. 

Mr.  S.  faid  thefe  refources  were  inferior  to  thofe  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  infured  that  we  were  equal 
to  the  maintaining  of  a  fleet,  particularly  faid  he,  when  a 
much  fmalkr  one  would  ferve  us  (according  td  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  JciTerfon)  than  ferved  them,  fince  European  powers 
could  never  fend  out  more  than  a  detachment  againft  us, 
which,  from  fo  long  a  voyage,  would  always  be  liable  to 
accident  and  injury. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  had  made  fome  obfer- 
vations  with  refpedt  to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  in  which  he 
could  not  concur.  That  gentleman  did  not  take  into  conli- 
deration,  that  it  was  to  her  navy  that  that  nation  owed  its 
independence.  Admitting  that  her  debt  had  been  greatly 
increafed  by  her  navy,  did  not  every  gentleman  fee,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  her  navy,  fhe  would  have  been  fubjeiSl  to 
other  powel-s.  Great  part  of  her  debt  was,  however,  incurred 
by  land  wars  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

It  was  obferved  yefterday,  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Nicholas)  that  the  law  for  building  the  frigates  was 
pafled  by  furprize,  and  very  properly  anfwered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  (Mr.  S.  Smith)  that  it  underwent  a  very 
full  difcuffion.  But,  faid  he,  what  occalioned  this  law  to  be 
palTed  ?  They  found  their  commerce  injured  by  foreign 
Powers,  and  wifhed  to  prevent  thofe  injuries  in  future.  The 
majority  was  then  in  favour  of  a  navy,  and  what  could  have. 
occalioned  a  change  of  opinion  in  that  houfe  he  could  net 
tell. 

Gentlemen  exclaimed,  v/hat  will  three  frigates  do  ?  Every 
power  he  faid,  muft  begin  with  a  fmall  powder  at  firft. 
He  mentioned  a  remarkable  fadl  on  this  fubjeci  lift  icnion, 
which  he  would  repeat,  viz.  that  the  privateers  tit  red  out  in 
Liverpool  ajone,  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war  carried  si 
many  guns,  as  the  whole  naval  power  of  England  coniifted 
of  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  it  was  at  that  time 
thought  very  confiderable.—Bsiides^.  he  faid,  thofe  gentlenis!;." 
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who  advocated  the  building  of  the  frigates,  were  not  to  blame 
for  their  number  beingfo  fmalL 

Six  were  originally  propofed  to  be  built,  but  they  had  been 
reduced,  contrary  to  their  willi,  to  three.  If  there  was  any ' 
inftability  in  this,  it  was  not  chargeable  upon  them.  Another 
thing  Ihould  be  coniidered,  when  gentlemen  fpoke  of  the 
power  of  thefe  three  frigates  fo  lightly.  It  fliould  be  re- 
colle£tedthat  thefe  frigates  were  nearly  as  large  asfl:iips  of  the 
line,  and  might  eafily  be  converted  into  74  gun  flaips.  We 
might,  therefore,  in  a  few  years,  have  a  navy  fufficient  to 
prote(^  our  commerce.  Mr.  S.  faid  they  fliould  not  then 
have  to  fpend  their  time  in  a  wafte  of  words  in  abufing  fo- 
reign countries  5  whereas,  at  preient,  they  were  one  day  de- 
claiming againit  Algiers*  becaufe  our  peace  with  that  country 
had  cofi:  a  great  deal  of  money  ;  at  another  time,  it  was  faid 
we  muft  not  have  frigates,  becaufe  the  expence  was  great; 
fome  gentlemen  would  not  have  a  land  tax,  becaufe  the  ex- 
pence  of  laying  the  tax  would  be  coniiderable.  But  for  his 
part,  he  was  for  having  revenue  as  faft  as  he  could  raife  it, 
and  he  was  for  having  a  navy  as  faft  as  he  could  get  it.  He 
beheved  the  country  would  chearfully  bear  the  expence  of  it. 
At  any  rate,  faid  he,  let  us  fecure  timber  for  a  future  day. 
It  was  known  that  foreign  agents  had  taken  furveys  of  the 
land  upon  which  this  timber  grew,  and  it  was  no  more  than 
prudent  to  take  means  to  fecure  it.  The  obferva  ions  he 
had  read  from  Mr.  Jefferfon  proved  this.  As  to  making  the- 
enquiry  which  had  been  mentioned^  that  would  defeat  the 
objeft,  according  to  gentlemen's  own  arguments,  as  it  would 
doubtlefs  promote  fpeculation ;  and  therefore  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  more  prudent  ta  give  the  Prefident  power 
to  purchafe,  whenever  he  could  do  it  to  advantage.  Ad- 
mitting (as  had  been  hinted)  that  fpeculators  had  already- 
bought  this  land,  they  muft  fell  it.  There  were  times  when 
fpeculators  wanted  money,  and  when  they  would  fell  any 
thing  they  had. 

Another  difficulty  had  been  mentioned,  that  if  the  land 
was  purchafed,  perfons  muft  be  employed  to  take  care  of  it. 
Snppofethat  were  the  cafe,  what  then.  If  5  or  600  dollars 
were  paid  for  this  purpofe,  it  would  be  no  great  object;  but 
he  believed  there  would  be  no  neceffity  for  this  expence,  as 
the  officers  of  government  in  that  quarter,  might  be  charged 
■with  the  care  of  it. 

*  Thlii  declamarloii  has  taken  place  >yith  clofed  doors. 


(       4^5       ) 

upon  the  wliole  Mr.  S.  fald,  lie  thought  it  was  their  dutjr 
to  authorifs  the  Prelident  to  purchafe  this  land,  as  he  was 
convinced  the  timber  would  be  wanted  at  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Heath  wiflied  to  cite  a  palTage  from  Mr.  JefFerfon*s 
book,  which  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  had  thought 
proper  to  omit.  [He  read  the  extradl  which  recommends 
above  all  things  the  cultivation  of  peace,  and  that  it  would 
be  better  to  abandon  the  Ocean  altogether  than  be  perpetually 
ia  war.]  He  charged  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  with 
perverting  the  author's  fentiments  with  reading  a  part  ^nly  of 
his  fentiments  -,  but,  faid  he,  it  is  a  little  lawyer  like,  the 
€2ik\Y2LS  In  point. 

He  noticed  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland (Mr.  S.  Smith)  with  refpedl  to  their  doing  buiinefs  by 
means  of  foreign  Agents.  He  faid  that  time  was  paft;  they 
were  now  indebted  to  their  brethren  in  the  Northern  and 
Eaflern  States  for  doing  their  commercial  biilinefs,  and  they 
did  not  envy  them  of  it. 

Mr.  Murray  juftified  the  fairnefs  of  the    quotatidn  made 
by  his  friend  from  S.  Carolina  from  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  faid 
the  two  quotations  were  perfectly  confident  with  each  other. 
Mr.  Page  faid,  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  committee 
of  the  .whole  with  what  occurred  to  hini  on  the  fubje^l  before 
them,  had  not  the  member  from    South  Carolina  (Mr.  W. 
Smith)  quoted  authorities  in  favour  of  his  opinion,  from  Mr. 
JefFerfon's  notes  on  Virginia,  and    ufed  expreffions,  which, 
whether  intended  or  not,  might  appear  to  thofe  who  heard 
them,  like  infinuations  that  thofe  who  differed  from  him  on 
the  prefent  queftion,  were  iriconfift^nt  with  themfeh^es  upori 
a  former  occafion  ;  and  that  too  from  motives  of  partiality  td 
thofe  who  were  now  making  depredations  on  our  cdmmerceo 
As  to  Mr.  Jefferfon's  opinions,  they  were  the  opinions  of  a 
friend  whom  he  highly  refpe<Sted  ;   but  he  confefled  he  could 
not  agree  with  him  in  the  points  alluded  to.     Mr.  P.  always 
differed  from  him  refpe£ling  the  equipment  of  a  navy,  and 
the  giving  bounties  to  the  fiflieries,  as  an  encouragement  to  a 
nurfery  of  feamen.    He  always  thought  that  his  friend's  ideas 
df  the  neceffity  of  having  a  navy,  were  borrowed  frdm  Britifti 
writers,  and  the  example  of  Britain  j  but  the  cafes  of  America 
and  Britain  were  totally  differeriti     Amtirica  had  done  well 
hitherto  without  a  navy — -fhe  never   could  want   one  more 
than  now,  and  it  was  evident  to  him,  if  flie  had  at  tile  time 
we  were  promifed  them,  the  iix  frigates  originally  intended^ 
they  could  not  Ixave  prote£^ed  her  veiTels  agaiiifk  Britifh  cle* 
Vol.  IL  3"N 
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predations ;  biit  would  moft  probably  have  involved  her  In 
a  war  with  Britain,  and  much  lefs  could  three  frigates  pro- 
tect them  now  againft  the  two  nations  harraifing  her  com- 
merce. It  was  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  to  avoid  warsj 
and  the  jeaioufy  of  maritime  powers  %  to  encourage  agricul- 
ture and  domeftic  manufactures,  and  to  leave  commerce  to 
itfelf;  that  commercial  fpirit  of  enterprize,  which  it  has  been 
faid,  is  peculiar  to  our  fellow-citizens,  will  make  its  way  into 
the  commercirl  world  without  a  navy;  nay  better  without 
it  than  with  it  5  for  one  frigate  would  deprive  thirty  fliips 
of  their  failors,  and  by  its  expences  opprefs  commerce.  But 
Britain  could  not  have  exifted  as  an  independant  nation  with- 
Out  a  navy,  it  is  neceflary  to  the  protection  o£her  commerce,^ 
iltuated  and  circumftanced  as  Hie  is  ;  but  it  has  been  well  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  coft  commerce  more  than  its  proteclion  was 
worth.  As  to  the  inconiiftency  with  which  thofe  with  whom 
he  Ihould  vote  were  charged,  he  was  not  feniible  of  it  :  for 
he,  in  particular,  had  from  the  beginning,  oppofed  the  build- 
ing of  the  frigates;  he  had  objedled  to  them  as  improper  and 
ufelefs,  as  a  defence  againft  tiie  Algerines ;  and  as  to  prepa- 
rations for  defence  againft  the  nation  alluded  to;  he  had  de- 
clared that  he  thought  none  neceffary,  and  that  if  we  had  a 
fleet,  when  at  lea,  it  would  be  fuch  an  obje£t  of  our  anxious 
attention,  that  it  would  be  to  certain  powers,  a  pledge  for 
our  good  behaviour,  and  the  United  States  would  be  liable 
to  be  wounded  in  a  tender  part  if  deftroyed  by  an  enemy  or 
by  florm,  we  fhould  fcarcely  prevail  on  Congrefs  to  vote  ap- 
propriations for  another  fleet  j  and  that  in  our  rivers  and  bays, 
proper  galleys  with  large  guns  in  their  bows,  and  heavy 
cannon  and  howitzers  on  travelling  carriages  on  our  Ihores  to 
fupport  them,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  well  armed  militia, 
whether  well  trained  or  not,  would  be  a  fuilicient  prote<Stion 
for  the  United  States  •,  that  he  had  laid  it  would  be  better 
for  the  United  States  that  an  enemy's  army  fhould  get  into 
the  centre  of  our  country  (becaufe  we  could  get  rid  of  it  as 
we  had  done)  than  that  the  country  fliould  be  perpetually 
taxed  to  guard  againft  a  poffible  invafion,  and  that  he  and 
thofe  now  charged  with  inconfiftency,  he  thought,had  relied 
on  commercial  retaliation  and  not  on  naval  equipments  in 
the  cafe  alluded  to,  and  therefore  were  not  inconliftent  in 
voting  now  againft  preparations  for  a  navy  ;  that  being  de- 
prived by  treaties  of  the  right  to  make  ufe  of  commercial  re- 
tahations,  he  was  willing  to  rely  on  a  pacihc  difpofition,  and 
negoci^tions  to  adjuft  difterences  now  exifting,  that  the  wifhed 
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for  a  navy,  fmall  as  it  was,  if  it  could  poffibly  have  any  good 
effect,  coiiid  not  be  equipped  before  the  prefent  war  would 
probably  be  ended,  and  poffibly  all  wars  be  abolilhed;  for, 
without  looking  for  the  Millenium,  we  may  well  fuppofe, 
that  the  nations  now  engaged  in  war,  have  had  enough  of 
war,  and  v/ill  long,  and  if  poffible  for  ever,  avoid  wars 
hereafter.  The  United  States,  in  his  opinion,  by  cherifhing 
peace,  might  render  themfelves  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  and  by  a  proper  ufe  of  peace,  they  might  become  great 
and  powerful;  theymJgh^  even  now,  without  a  navy,  hope 
to  teach  the  world,  that  they  muft,  if  they  will  go  to  war,  ill 
future  fufFer  her  veilels  to  pafs  free  from  the  depredations  of 
which  they  now  complain.  That,  for  thefe  reafons,  he  faw 
no  occafion  for  putting  the  United  States  to  the  expence  of 
purchafing  the  timber  on  lands  propofed  ;  that  he  thought 
-with  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Heath)  that  they  had  better  be  left 
to  their  preient  proprietors  to  make  the  moft  of  them,  out  of 
the  foreigners,  who,  we  are  told,  wifti  to  purchafe  them;  that, 
if  every  tree  would  fpring  up  into  a  full  rigged  fhip  of  the 
line  (as  the  member  from  -Maryland  had  faid)  he  would  not 
wifh  to  purchafe  the  land  on  which  they  grew,  unlefs  it  was 
to  fell  the  ihips.  We  are  told,  indeed,  that  we  cannot  fell 
the  three  frigates,  but,  faid  he,  I  make  no  doubt  but  that 
fomeofthe  maritime  powers  will  be  willing  to  buy  them; 
indeed  if  I  were  permitted,  faid  he,  I  could  name  a  certain 
perfon  who  will  be  willing  to  purchafe  them,  as  faft  as  we  can 
build  them.  Indeed  I  do  not  think  this  a  proper  time  to 
make  preparations  for  a  navy.  The  United  States  feem 
already  too  much  an  objeft  of  the  jealous  attention  of  the 
great  maritime  powers  of  Europe ;  let  us  not  make  it  their 
intereft  to  purfue  thefe  meafures,  now  fo  ruinous  to  our  com- 
merce. If  France  believes  what  we  are  told  in  this  book  fhe 
does,of  our  partiality  to  G.  Britain  (holding  up  the  Preiident's 
late  commiunications)  it  will  be  the  interefi  of  that  republic 
to  cut  off  all  our  hopes  of  becoming  a  maritime  power,  and 
even  if  it  were  true,  it  muft  be  the  intereft  of  Britain  to 
diminiih  the  number  of  your  merchant  veiTels,  and  'failors, 
and  to  furnifh  you  with  arguments  for  the  equipment  of  a 
navy.  Let  us,  therefore,  not  attempt  at  prefent  to  lay  eyen 
for  poflerity,  the  foundation  of  a  navy;  let  us  fhew  the  world 
that  we  can  be  happy  without  one,  and  let  us  fhew  to  the 
powers  who  now  infult  us,  that  if  they  deHfl  not  from  their 
infults,  we  can  make  them  repent  it,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  war. 
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Mr.  Nicholas  complained  of  the  uiifairnefs  of  the  qaotatioa 
jnade  by  the  gentleman  from  S.  CaroHna,  and  laid  that  that 
book  having  been  written  during  our  ftruggle  with  Great 
Britain,  what  was  there  faid  could  fcarcely  be  applicable  to 
our  prefent  circumftances.  In  fpeaking  of  the  capabilities  of 
the  United  States  to  fupport  a  fleet,  Mr.  Jefferfon  fays  that 
Virginia  was  able  to  furnill;  a  million  of  dollars.  But,  faid 
Mr.  N.  has  not  this  been  raifed,  and  is  it  not  all  gone,  and 
more  wanted,  in  a  different  way.  Mr.  Jefferfon  was  alfo  of 
opinion,  Mr.  N.  faid^  that  one  million  of  dollars  would  build 
veffels  to  the  amount  of  300  guns,  but  they  found,  from  ex- 
perience,  that  that  fum  would  not  build  i  2q  guns.  Thefe 
cftimates,  he  faid,  were  vaftly  diffimilar.  , 

The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina,  feemed  to  think  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  money  for  all  the  objedls  he 
contemplated.  Mr.  N.  faid  he  be^eved  that  gentleman, 
knew  lefs  of  the  difpoiition  of  the  people  with  refpeci:  to  pay-?. 
ing  taxes  than  he  did.  He  thought  the  i,20Q,ooo  dollars 
which  muff  be  raifed,  would  be  heavily  felt  by  the  people, 
He  relied  it  would  be  paid  ;  but  his  reliance  was  founde4 
more  iipon  the  virtue  and  attachment  of  the  people  to  their 
Government,  than  of  the  lightnefs  of  the  burden :  in  the 
part  of  the  country  from  whence  he  came,,  he  knew  this 
additional  tax  would  be  very  confiderably  felt. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  "did  not  underftand  the  quotation 
which  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  had  given  them  from 
a  fpeech  ;  if  he  had  knovi^n  from  whence  i^  came,  and  heard 
it  diltin£l:ly,  it  might  have  had  its  proper  weight  j  but  as  he 
did  not,  he  could  not  be  influenced  by  it. 

They  had  been  told  by  that  gentleman,  that  Denmark, 
with  a  revenue  of  feven  millions,  had  3 1  ihips  of  the  line  j 
from  whence  he  argued  that  we  might  alfo  have  that 
number  5  but,  faid  Mr.  Nicholas  that  gentleman  fiiould  have 
recolle6l:ed  that  to  fupport  31  fnips  of  the  line,  accordlwg  lo 
the  eftimations  which  had  been  m^ade  to  them,  w^ould,  in 
this  country,  confume  the  whole  feven  millions  annually. 

Would  not  this  fa£i  alone  fhow  the  gentleman  the  great 
difference  of  our  fituatibn  from  that  of  the  European  powers 
which  he  liad  named  ?  if  it  would  not,  he  thought  he 
would  have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  conviftion. 

That  gentleman  fuppofed  he  had  leffened  the  weight  of 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  (Mr.  GaU 
latin)  with  refpeci  to  the  Britifli  navy,  when  he  faid  their 
independence  had  been  fecured  by  it.     He  did  not  fee  it  in 
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that  light.  He  had  faid  no  nation  went  into  a  naVal  efta» 
hlifliment  for  the  purpofe  of  protefting  commerce  5  but  the. 
gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  faid  their  independence  requir* 
ed  it.  This,  he  faid,  was  the  underilanding  of  every  onc^ 
and  acquitted  Great  Britain  of  doing  a  thing  for  lefs  tk^n  it 
was  worth ;  but  the  gentleman  could  not  have  fupported 
the  argument  of  his  friend  from  Pennfylvania  more  effectu- 
ally than  by  this  afiertion. 

Much  had  been  faid,  Mr.  Nicholas  obferved,  upon  what 
fell- from  him  yefterday,  refpefting  the  law  having  been 
paffed  by  furprife  for  building  the  frigates.  He  ilill  was  of 
the  fame  opinion,  and  what  had  fallen  from  the  gefitkman 
from  S.  Carolina,  he  thought,  corroborated  that  opinion,  for, 
he  had  faid,  it  paffed  under  an  impreffion  of  danger.  Was 
it  begun,  he  afked,  for  any  of  the  purpofcs^  which  had  been 
named  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate  ?  He  believed  not^  for 
Algiers  had  not  been  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  it.  In- 
deed this  convinced  him  of  what  he  always  thought,  that 
protection  from  the  Algerines  was  a  mere  pretence  to  fet 
the  building  of  a  fleet  on  foot, 

As  an  apology  for  the  enormous  price  which  thefe  frigates 
had  coft,  they  were  told  they  were  much  larger  than  44 
gun  frigates  were  generally  built.  Mr.  Nicholas  faid  that 
time  after  time,  they  madeftrange  difcoveries.  It  was  fomewhat 
extraordinary,  that,  after  they  had  ordered  44  gun  frigates 
to  be  built,  the  executive  fhould  have  caufed  to  be  built 
veflels  almoft  equal  in  iize  to  74's.  This  was  effectually 
defeasing  all  their  precautions ;  it  was  legiflating  without 
their  confent,  and  accounted,  in  fome  degree  for  the  ex- 
cefiive  expenditure.  Indeed,  he  confeffed,  that  he  had  fcen 
the  expences  of  government,  in  all  cafes,  go  fo  greatly  be- 
yond what  was  at  firfl  calculated,  ^hat  he  Vv^as  not  willing 
to  go  into  any  fcheme  cf  which  he  could  make  no  tolera- 
bly correct  eftimate.  He  Should  therefore,  be  oppofed  to 
the  prefent.  He  had  always  found  that  the  expence  dou- 
bled, at  leaft,  the  eftimate,  and  in  future  he  fhouid  reckon 
upon  this  as  certain  *,  and  fince  they  could  not  check  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  it  became  them  to  be  careful  how 
they  made  them. 

Mr.  Nicholas  concluded  by  obferving,  that  the  protecti- 
on and  happinefs  of  this  country,  depended  more  upon 
Economy,  ^nd  a  difcharge  cf  our  public  debt,  than  up- 
on Navies  or  armies ;  he  ihould,  therefore,  be  oppofed  to 
$ke  latter,,  and  promote  the  former  all  in  his  power. 
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Mr.  W.  Smith  wifhed  to  defend  himfelf  from  the  charge 
of  having  drawn  unjufl  inferences  from  the  quotations  which 
he  had  made  from  Mr.  JecFerfon's  book.  It  appeared 
clearly  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman  that  it 
was  neceflary  this  country  fhould  have  a  navy,  and  that  our 
Tefources  were  equal  to  the  fupport  of  one.  Indeed  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  on  his  right  (Mr.  Page)  had  confirm- 
ed this,  by  fayingj  that,  on  that  fubje^t,  they  had  always 
difagreed.  But  it  was  obje(5led  againfl  this  extract  that  it 
was  written  during  the  war,  and  that  it  was  not  now  appli- 
cable j  but  gentlemen  forgot  the  extraft  which  he  had  read 
from  a  report  made  by  that  gentleman  fome  years  afterwards 
[He  again  read   the  extraft.] 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Nicholas]  had  cafl 
cenfure  upon  the  executive  for  having  exceeded  their  au- 
thority in  making  the  veflels  larger  than  were  intended. 
The  reafon  they  were  made  of  their  prefent  fize  was,  bc- 
caufe  they  were  intended  againfl  Algiers,  and  if  they  had 
been  fmaller  they  would  not  have  been  equal  to  the  bufinefs. 
If  the  expence  was  greater  than  eftimated,  it  arofe  f  rom 
circumftances  out  of  their  power,  viz.  the  high  price  of 
labour,  &c. 

But  the  gentleman  complained  that  Algiers  had  never  been 
mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate.  The  gentleman  muft 
know  that  there  was  prudence  in  that,  fmce  it  was  a  fubjecft 
that  could  not  properly  be  introduced  there.  When  this 
fubje£l  was  formerly  under  difcuffion,  though  many  gen- 
tlemen mentioned  the  Algerines  as  the  imm.ediate  caufe  of 
the  frigates,  he  always  looked  upon  them  as  the  foundation 
of  a  navy. 

Mr.  Findley  did  not  expeft  that  in  the  difcuffion  of  this 
queftion,  fo  wide  a  field  Avould  have  been  taken.  With  re- 
fpe£l;  to  the  building  of  a  navy  at  prefent,  he  ihould  certain- 
ly be  oppofed  to  it  j  but  he  was  not  fo  determined  againfl  a 
fleet  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  poflerity  to  build  one 
if  they  fhould  judge  it  right  to  do  fo  ;  but  he  thought  they 
had  not  fufficient  information  on  that  head.  Expences  were 
generally  fo  much  more  than  were  eflimated,  that  he  wifhed 
to  know  more  upon  the  fubje^l  before  he  appropriated  mo- 
ny  on  the  occafion,  that  he  might  calculate  whether  it  would 
be  better  for  us  and  for  poflerity  to  purchafe  the  timber  now, 
reckoning  the  interefl  of  the  money  and  the  expence  of 
taking  care  of  it  when  pvirchafed,  or  leave  it  to  be  purchafed 
by  poflerity.     He  would,  therefore,  vote  for  any  refolution 
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which  fhould  direft  an  enquiry  to  be  made- on  the  fubje^l, 
but  not  for  the  prefent  queftion. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived  5  5  to  31. 

The  committee  then  rofe  and  reported  the  firft  refolution, 
with  the  amendments,  and  a  difagreement  to  the  other  two. 
The  houle  then  took  them  up.  A  coniiderable  debate  took 
place  (but  which  was  not  of  fufficient  importance  to  the 
public  to  be  detailed)  on  the  propriety  of  coupling  the  pro- 
vifion  refpe£ting  a  repeal  of  the  law  relative  to  equipping 
and  manning  tlie  veiTels,  with  the  refolution  providing  an 
appropriation  for  the  finifhing  of  them.  It  was  urged  that 
gentlemen  who  wifhed  to  vote  for  completing  the  veflels, 
but  not  for  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  law  which  refpe£ls 
the  manning  of  the  veflels,  could  not  vote  agreeably  to  their 
wiih,  and  fo  as  to  convey  their  fentiments  to  their  conftitu- 
ents.  It  was  alfo  objected  to  as  an  improper  tack  to  be  fent 
to  the  other  branches,  of  government,  as  it  would  oblige 
them  either  to  agree  to  two  things,  or  to  neither.— It  was 
anfwered  that  gentlemen  might  fhew  their  opinion  on  the 
occalion  by  voting  for  or  againft  the  amendment  to  repeal  the 
law  :  the  impropriety  of  the  tack  was  denied,  as  it  was  only 
upon  that  condition  they  would  allow  money  for  the  frigates 
to  be  built,  as  fome  gentlemen  faid  they  would  rather  fee 
them  burnt  than  manned. 

The  firft  refolution  being  again  read,  the  firft  amend- 
ment thereto,  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
for  ftriking,  out  the  words  ''  and  equip  for  fea"  was,  on  the 
queftion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

The  other  amendment  to  the  faid  nrft  refolution,  report- 
ed by  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  for  adding  there- 
to the  following  words,  "  and  that  all  fuch  parts  of  the  a£l, 
entitled  "  an  a£l  to  provide  a  naval  armament,"  as  relate 
to  the  appointing  and  commiflioning  of  the  officers,  and 
manning  the  fliips,  in  and  by  the  faid  a6l:  directed  to  be 
provided,  ought  to  be  repealed,  except  fo  far  as  may  relate 
to  any  officers  already  appointed  under  the  faid  a6l,"  was, 
©n  the  queftian,  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Yeas  63. 
Nays  28. 

Thofe  who  voted  in  tlifi  affirmative,  are 
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Thcodorus  Bailey^ 
Abraham  Baldwin^ 
JDayid  Bard, 
Thomas  Bluont, 
Richard  Brent, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Daniel  Buck, 
13emfey  Surges, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Gabriel  Chriftie, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton, 
Jplhua  Coit, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
William  Findley, 
Jefle  Franldin, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 
Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gillcfpie, 
Chriftopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
Roger  Grifwold, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
John  Hathorn, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
John  Heath, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon^ 
George  Jackfon, 
George  Leonard, 
Edward  Livingfbon, 


.    Matthew  LockeV 
William  Lyman,- 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Page, 
John  Patten, 
Eliiha  R.  Potter, 
Francis  Prefton, 
John  Reed, 
John  Richards, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Tompfon  J.  Skinner j, 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun; 
Thomas  Sprigg, 
William  Strudwick, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 
Abraham  Venable, 
Peleg  Wadfv^'orth, 
John  A¥illiams,  and 
Richard  Witm, 


Thofe  who  voted  in  the  negative,  arcj 


Theophilus  Bradbury, 
William  Cooper, 
WiUiam  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana, 
James  Davenport, 
George  Dent, 
Abiel  Fofter, 
Dwight  Fofter, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
Nicholas  Gilman^ 


Henry  Glen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper. 
Thomas  Hartley, 
William  Hindman, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
Francis  Malbone, 
WiUiam  Vans  Murray., 
Jofiah  Parker, 
Samuel  Sev/all? 
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iSamuel  Sitgreaves,  George  Thatcherj 

Ifaac  Smithy  Richard  Thomas, 

Samuel  Smith,  Mark  Thomfon,  and 

William  Smith,  John  E.  Van  Allen! 

And  then  the  main  queftion  being  taken,  that  the  houfe 
do  agree  to  the  faid  firft  refolution,  amended  to  read,  as 
follow  : 

"  Refolved^  That  dollars  be  appropriated  to 

finifh  the  frigates  United  States,  Conftitution,  and  Conftel- 
lation ;  and  that  all  fuch  parts  of  the  a£l,  entitled  ^^  an 
aft  to  provide  a  naval  armament,"  as  relate  to  the  appoint- 
ing and  commiffioning  of  the  officers,  and  manning  the 
(hips,  in  and  by  the  faid  aft;  direfted  to  be  provided,  ought 
to  be  repealed,  except  fo  far  as  may  relate  to  any  officers 
already  appointed  under  the  faid  aft." 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmiative. 

The  fecond  relolution,  to  v/hich  the  coinmittee  of  the 
whole  houfe  reported  their  difagreement,  being  again  readj 

The  queftion  was  taken,  that  the.  hoiife  do  agree  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  in  their  difagreement  to  the 
fame. 

And  refolved  in  the  affirmative,    \^   ^ 

Thofe  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  arcj 

Theodorus  Bailey,  George  Ege, 

Abraham  Baldwin,  William  Findley, 

David  Bard,  Abiel  Fofter^ 

Thomas  Blount,  JefTe  Franklin, 

Theophilus  Bradbiiryj  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jiiri, 

Richard  Brent,  Albert  Gallatin, 

Nathan  Bryan,  James  Gillefpie, 

Daniel  Buck,  Nicholas  Gilmanj 

Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Chriftopher  Greenup, 

Gabriel  Chriftie,  Andrew  Gregg, 

Thomas  Claiborne,  Roger  Grifwold, 

John  Clopton,  Carter  B.  Harrifon, 

Jofhua  Coit,  Thomas  Hartley, 

Ifaac  Coles,  John  Hathorn, 

William  Cooper,  Jonathan  N.  Havens, 

James  Davenport,  John  Heath, 

Henry  Dearborn^  William  Hindman, 
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James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
George  Leonard, 
Matthew  Locke, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
William  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maelay, 
Nathaniel  Macon^ 
John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas, 
John  Page, 
John  Patten, 
Elifha  R.  Potter, 
Francis  Prefton, 
John  Reed, 


John  Richards. 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Thompfon  J.  Skinner. 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smitli, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
Thomas  Sprigg, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
Philip  Van  Cortlant, 
Wilham  Strudwick, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 
Abraham  Venable, 
Peleg  Wadfworth, 
John  Williams,  and 
Richard  Winn. 


Thofe  who  Voted  in  the  negative,  arCj 


Demfey  Burges, 
William  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana, 
George  Dent, 
Dwight  Poller, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
Henry  Glen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Edward  Livingffcon, 
Francis  Malbone, 


William  Vans  Murray, 
Jofiah  Parker, 
Samuel  Sewall, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas, 
Mark  Thomxfon,  and 
John  E.  Van  Allen, 


The  fenfe  of  the  houfe  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  to  rcjecft  the  laft 
proportion  relative  to  purchafing  of  timber,  or  lands  ftored 
with  it,  which  was  agreed  to  62  to  29.  The  Yeas  and 
Nays  being  the  fame  as  upon  the  firft  qucftion ;  except  that 
MelTrs.  Burgefs,  Livingfton,  Milledge  and  Patten,  who 
voted  in  the  affirmative  on  the  firft  queftion,  voted  in  the 
negative  on  this  ;  and  Meflrs.  Dana,  A.  Fofter,  Gillman  and 
.S.  Lymanj  who  voted  in  the  negative  on  the  firft  queftion, 
voted  in  the  affirmative  on  this,  Mr.  Rutherford  was  abfent 
on  this  queftion. 
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The  queftlon  was  at  length  taken  on  the  motion  to  ftrike 
out  the  words  "  or  bills'^     The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  taken 
on  this  queftion,  and  palled  in  the  negative. 
Yeas  38. 
Nays  47. 
The  refolutions  were- then   referred    to  Meilrs.    Parker, 
Livingfton  and  Harper  to  prepare  a  bill  or  bills  accordingly* 
Adjourned. 

Monday  February  I'i^th. 

Mr.  Swanwick  prefented  a  memorial  from  the  manufac- 
turers of  Soap  and  Candles  in  Philadelphia,  New-York  and 
Baltimore,  praying  for  the  protection  of  Congrefs  to  their 
manufa(5lures,  by  a  regulation  of  the  drawbacks  allowed 
on  foreign  articles  of  this  kind  exported.  Referred  to  the 
committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufa£lures. 

Mr.  Livingfton  prefented  a  petition  from  the  cuftom 
houfe  meafurers  of  New-York,  praying  for  additional  com- 
penfation.     Referred  to  the  fame  committee. 

Mr,  Madifon  prefented  the  petition  of  James  Maury, 
conful  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  (Great  Britain ;) 
praying  for  the  re-payment  of  126I.  19s.  iid.  fterling,  which 
he  has  paid  to  diftreffed  American  citizens,  beyond  what 
had  been  allowed  him  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

?vlr.  Havens  prefented  a  petition  of  Phillip  Wilfon  for- 
merly merchant  of  Philadelphia,  but  now  refiding  in  Lon- 
don, Great  Britain,  praying  relief  in  confideration  of  a  fpo- 
liation  committed  on  his  property  by  the  Britilh  at  the  clofe 
of  the  war.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dwight  Fofter  made  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Alexander  Fowler,  and  Albert  Ruflel.  The  reports  were 
unfavourable  to  the  petitioners  j  the  former  v/as  committed 
to  a  committee  of  the  v/hole  to-morrow,  and  the  latter  was 
concurred  in  by  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Parker  reported  a  bill  appropriating  money  for  finifh- 
ing  the  frigates  United  States,  Conftitution  and  Conflella- 
tion  ; 

Alfo,  a  bill  to  repeal  fo  much  of  a  former  aft  as  relates 
to  the  oiEcering  and  mannihg  the  fleet  of  the  United 
States. 

Both  which  were  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Havens,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wasreferyed 
the  report  of  the  Diredlory  of  the  Mint,  made  a  report 
thereon,  directing  a  fum  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchafe 
of  gold  bullion  and  coin,  and  a  fum  to  make  good  defici- 
encies occalloned  by  coining  bullion  put  into  the  Mint  of  an 
inferior  quality.  Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Hathorn  prefented  a  petition  of  William  Ellifon,  of 
New-York,  praying  remiffion  of  forfeiture  under  the  reve- 
nue ^iaws.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures. 

Mr.  Prefton  prefented  a  petition  of  Alexander  Buchanan, 
praying  authority  to  locate  a  warrant  for  2000  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  became  entitled  for  fervices,  under  a 
pro'clamation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  1763,  on  the 
unappropriated  land  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Ohio. 

Mr.  Sherburne  prefented  one  from  Lidia  Cogfwell,  wi- 
dow of  S,  Wallingford,  praying  feyen  years  half  pay  &c, 
for  fcrVices  of  the  deceafed  in  the  United  States  navy.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  that  though  the  houfe  had  declined 
coming  to  a  refolution  to  authorize  the  Prefident  to  purchafe 
certain  lands  in  Georgia,  clothed  with  live  oak  and  red  cedar 
timber,  as  a  referve  for  future  naval  purpofes,  yet  there 
feemed  to  be  a  difpofition  to  caufe  an  enquiry  to  be  made  on 
the  fubjeft.  He  therefore  propofed  a  refolution  to  the  houfe 
to  the  following  effefi: : 

''  Refolved  that  the  Prefident  cf  the  United  States  be 
authorifed  and  requefted  to  caufe  to  be  made  and  reported 
to  this  houfe  as  early  as  may  be  after  the  meeting  of  the 
next  feflion  of  congrefs,  an  infpeftion  of  lands  furnifhed 
with  live  oak  and  red  cedar  timber,  with  the  relative  advan- 
tages of  different  fituations,  with  refpe<£l  to  their  fitnefs  for 
naval  purpofes,  and  the  rates  at  which  purchafes  may  be 
made."     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brent  propofed  a  refolution  to  the  following  efFeCt, 
which  was  alfo  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ; 

"  Refolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  commiflioners  of  the 
city  of  Wafhington,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwife. 

Meffrs.  Brent,   Greenup  and  Coit  were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madifon,  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  following  report  of  the 
eommittce  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Anna  de 
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Neufville,  widow  of  John  de  Neufvillc,  deceafed.  They 
report 

"  That  the  fervices  and  facrifices  from  the  faid  John  de 
Neufville,  to  the  United  States,  during  the  war  of  their  re- 
volution, as  ftated  in  the  faid  memorial,  and  vouched  by  the 
teilimonies  herewith  reported,  conftitute  a  reafonable  claim, 
in  behalf  of  his,  at  prefent,  very  diftrelTed  widow  and  chil- 
dren, on  the  juftice  of  the  United  States.  That  it  being 
impofhble,  from  various  and  peculiar  circumftances  incident 
to  the  fervices  rendered,  to  afcertain  and  liquidate  the  com- 
penfation  due,  into  a  precife  fum,  it  is  necelTary  for  congrefs 
to  decide  on  and  provide  for  fuch  allowance  as  may  be  deem- 
ed equitable  and  right.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  fum  of  three  thoufand  dollars  may  be  a  proper 
allowance.    They  therefore  propofe  the  following  refolution : 

"  Refblved  that  provilion  ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  for 
granting  to  the  widow  and  two  children  of  John  de  Neuf- 
ville, the  fum  of  three  thoufand  dollars,  to  be  equally  di- 
vided among  them." 

This  report  was  advocated  by  Meflrs.  Harper,  W.  Smith, 
Swanwick,  Havens,  Heath,  Thatcher,  Varnum  and  Ru- 
therford. They  ftated,  that  the  hufband  of  the  petitioner, 
John  dc  Neufville,  was  an  eminent  merchant  at  Amfterdam; 
that  he  was  an  influential  character  there,  and,  at  an  early 
period  of  our  revolutionary  war,  entered  with  great  zeal  in- 
to the  interefts  of  America  ;  that,  meeting  with  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Lee,  the  commiffioner  of  the  United  States^  he  en- 
deavoured to  bring  about  a  treaty  between  the  United  Ne- 
therlands and  the  United  States,  which  being  difcovered  by 
the  Britifh,  that  court  ufed  its  influence  v/itli  the  government 
of  that  country,  to  harrafs  and  drive  him  out  of  the  coun- 
try ;  that  during  his  refidence  at  Ai;nfterdam.  his  houfe  was 
a  conftant  afylum  for  American  citizens ;  that  he  had  made 
large  advances  in  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
which  obliged  him  to  extend  his  credit  beyond  what  was 
warranted  by  the  regular  courfe  of  trade,  and  a  failure  in 
the  payment  of  which  (owing  to  the  embarraiTed  circum- 
ftances of  the  United  States  at  that  time)  had  greatly  in- 
jured him,  and  left  him  to  the  mercy  of  his  creditors.  The 
confequence  was,  he  was  reduced  from  afiluence  to  poverty 
at  an  advanced  period  of  life.  Some  years  ago,  he  arrived 
at  Bofton,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  where  he  fub- 
fifted  in  a  very  humble  manner  upon  the  bounty  of  his 
friends  in   Holland — thofe  friends  having,    by  the  reverfes 
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occafioned  by  the  revolution,  been  much  injured  in  their 
property,  could  afford  him  but  a  fcanty  pittance  j  but  Mr. 
de  Neuiville  being  dead,  the  petitioner  was  deprived  of  this 
afliftance  •,  and,  to  add  to  her  repeated  misfortunes^  the 
fon  of  her  late  liufband,  from  their  multiplied  fufFerings, 
had  been  deprived  of  his  reafon.  Under  this  preiTnie  of 
grievances,  the  petitioner  was  come  from  Bofion  to  lay  her 
cafe  before  congrefs,  and  pray  relief.  This  peculiar  diftref- 
fing  cafe  was  fupported  with  great  zeal  and  feeling  by  its 
advocates,  particularly  by  Mr.  Harper,  who  appeared  to  be 
^uch  afFe£ted  on  the  occafion. 

The  claim  was  oppofed  by^  MelTrs.  Coit,  Swift  and  Ni- 
cholas. An  application,  it  feems,  was  made  by  Mr.  de 
Heufville,  during  his  life-time,  for  redrefsj  upon  which 
thethen  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  JeiFerfon)  reported.  This  re- 
port, after  Hating  all  the  fa6ts  upon  v/hich  the  claim  was 
founded,  gave  it  as  his  opmion,  that  the  petitioner  had  no 
Fcal  claim  on  the  United  States.  This  report,  it  feems,  had 
never  been  afted  upon.  The  reading  of  it,  as  well  as  of  all 
the  documents  relative  to  this  claim,  was  called  for,  and 
were  accordingly  read.  The  oppofers  of  this  claim,  acknow- 
ledged the  diftrelTed  fituation  of  the  petitioners,  but  denied 
the  juftice  of  her  claim  upon  the  United  States  -,  the  treaty 
which  Mr.  de  Neufville  propofed  to  enter  into  with  Mr. 
Lee,  they  fuppofed,  was  a  treaty,  which  he  believed  would 
prove  beneficial  to  his  country,  and  not  to  the  United  States  : 
that  there  v/ere  many  claims  in  our  own  country,  from  per- 
fons  who  had  been  injured  by  the  war,  the  jufhice  of  Vv^hich 
was  lefs  equivocal,  and  the  diilrefs  at  leafi:  equal.  Mr.  Ni- 
cholas faid,  a  few  days  ago  only,  a  poor  man,  whofe  health 
had  been  fo  much  impaired  in  the  war,  that  he  was  unable 
to  earn  his  living,  had  applied  to  him  to  bring  his  cafe  be- 
fore congrefs,  yet,  as  the  penficn  law  affords  no  relief  to 
any  perfon,  except  he  had  been  wounded,  he  was  obliged 
to  inform  him  he  could  do  nothing  for  him.  There  were  mul- 
titudes of  fuch  inftances,  equally  diftreihng  with  the  prefent,. 
to  which  no  relief  could  be  afforded. 

Mr.  Thatcher  moved  to  have  the  three  thoufand  dollars 
ilruck  out,  and  five  inferted.  This  was  negatived  45  to  37$) 
but  the  relolution  was  agreed  to  as  reported. 

Yeas  63. 

Nays  25. 
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Thofe  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  arc. 


Fifher  Ames, 
Abraham  Baldwin, 
David  Bard, 
Theophilus  Bradbury, 
Daniel  Buck, 
John  Ciopton, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
William  Cooper, 
William  Craik, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
George  Ege, 
William  Findley, 
Abiel  Fofter, 
Jefle  Franklin, 
Albert  Gallatin, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
James  Gillefpie, 
Nicholas  Gilman, 
Henry  Glen, 
Chriflopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
William  B.  Grove, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartly, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
John  Heath, 
Thomas  Henderfon, 
William  Hindman, 
Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
George  Leonard, 
Edward  Livingfton, 


Samuel  Lyman, 
William  Lyman, 
James  Madifon, 
Francis  Malbone, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray, 
Anthony  New, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
Jofiah  Parker, 
John  Patten, 
John  Reed, 
John  Richards, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
Samuel  Sewall, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Thompfon  J.  Skinner^ 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
Thomas  Sprigg, 
John  Swanwick, 
George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas^ 
Mark  Thompfon, 
John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 
Peieg  Wadfworth,  and 
Richard  Winn. 


Thofe  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are. 


Theodorus  Bailey, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Richard  Brent, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Samuel  J,  Cabell, 
Jofliua  Coit, 
James  Davenport, 


George  Bent, 
Chauncey  Goodrichj 
Roger  Grifwold, 
Wade  Hampton, 
George  Hancock, 
John  Hathorn, 
James  Holland, 
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Aaron  Kitcheil,  Elifha  R.  Potter, 

Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Smith, 

Sctmuel  Maclay,  William  Strudwick, 

Nathaniel  Macon,-  Zephaniah  Swift,  and 

John  Milledge,  John  Williams. 
John  Nicholas, 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  purfuant  to 
the  faid  refolution;  and  that  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Parker, 
Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Ege,  and  Mr.  Wadfworth,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  that  the  galleries  might  be  cleared 
for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into  confideration  the  refolution 
which  he  had  the  other  day  laid  upon  the  table;  They  were 
accordingly  cleared, 

Tuefda'j  February  14/^. 

Mr.  riadifon  reported  a  bill  granting  certain  fums  of  mo- 
ney to  the  •'v^dow  and  children  of  the  late  John  de  Neufville, 
which  was  twice  read,  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,- 
and  made  the  order  for  this  day.  The  houfe,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  HarpCx^  rcioive-'  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  f  ■ibjr«^^  Mr.  Dent  in  the  chair,  when 

Mr.  ThixLcher  (aid,  as  ti.e  widow  had  been  at  very  confi- 
derable  expenfe  in  the  j  Durney  to  this  city  to  ma^^e  her  claim, 
and  as  this  expenfe  would  wholly  fall  upon  her,  it  would  put 
her  in  a  worfe  lituation  than  her  children  (for  the  bill  pro- 
pofed  1000  dollars  to  each.)  He  moved,  therefore,  that 
1000  fhouldbe  (truck  cut,  and  two  inferted  for  the  widow. 

This  amendment  was  negatived,  there  being  only  23  votes 
in  favour  of  it.  An  attempt  was  made  to  add  200  to  the 
1000  for  the  widow,  but  it  was  alfo  unfuccefsful. 

The  committee  rofe,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grofled  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Dwight  Fofter,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  made 
a  report  on  the  petitions  of  Richard  Blackledge  and  John 
Brown,  which  was  againfl  the  petitioners.  The  former  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  latter  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Harper  propofed  a  refolution  to  the  houfe,  directing 
that  the  committee  of  the  whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bills  on  the  fubje<^  of  direct  taxes,  Ihould  be  difcharged, 
in  order  that  they  might  go  to  the  fame  committee  of  the 
whole  to  wham  was  referred  the  propofition  refpe^^ing  indi- 
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retSl  taxes,  that  both  fubjc6ls  might  come  under  confidera- 
ticn  at  the  fame  time.  This  motion  was  objedled  to,  as  it 
was  faid  the  two  things  were  in  different  ftages,  ths  one  be- 
ing in  a  bill,  and  the  other  merely  a  propoiition,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  pfbper  to  embarrafs  the  di  feu  (lion  of  the  bill, 
by  the  proportion  alluded  to,  "fmce  the  advantages  of  one  or 
the  other  mode  could  be  fhewn  without  fuch  a  connexion. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  of  great 
importance,  that  the  large  (hip  timber  growing  in  this  coun- 
try, fhould  be  kept  out  of  the  hands  of  foreigners,  as,  at 
fome  future  day,  we  might  have  occafion  for  it  for  our  own 
ufe;  He  wiflied,  therefore,  to  fay  a  refolution  on  the  table 
relative  to  this  fubjeft.  He  propofed  on^  to  the  following 
effea: 

"  Refolved,  That  provifion  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for 
prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of  fhip  tim- 
ber of  certain  dimenfions."     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  Jackfon  moved  the  unfiniihed  bufinefs  to  be  poft- 
poned,  for  the  purpofe  of  going  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  report  of  the  feie£l  committecj  on  the  petition 
of  Hugh  Lawfon  White,  and  the  report  of  the  fecretary  of 
war  thereon. 

Mr.  Coit  wifhed  to  know  what  was  become  of  the  appro- 
priation bilk  He  thought  it  was  proper  they  Ihould  go  into 
that. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  he  confented  to  a  poflpohement  of 
that  fubje£t,  until  the  information  which  had  been  called  for 
from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  relative  to  a  certain  item,  had 
been  obtained,  which,  without  that  information,  might  oc- 
cafion  confiderable  debate,  and  which,  with  it,  he  trufled^ 
would  pafs  without  oppofiticn.  He  alluded  to  the  50,000 
dollars  for  the  profecution  of  the  claims  for  fpoliations  com- 
mitted on  American  teflels  by  the  Britifh. 

The  houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  bufinefs  of  Hugh  Lawfon  White,  Mr.  Dent 
in  the  chair.  The  report,  which  was  a  very  long  one,  was 
read.  The  fubjecl  will  be  remembered  (as  we  have  before 
given  the  report  of  the  fecretary  of  war  upon  the  cafe)  to  be 
relative  to  the  expedition  of  general  Servier  into  the  Cherokee 
nation  in  the  year  1793.  The  report,  which  propofed  that 
provifion  fhould  be  made  by  law  for  paying  the  expenfe,  was 
agreed  to  withctit  debate,  and  was  referred  to  the  committee 
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of  ways   and  means^  to  be  introduced  in  the  appropria     r  : 
for  the  expenditure  of  1797. 

Mr.  Livingfton  moved  a  poftponement  of  the  unfin.:  .';; 
bufmefs,  for  the  purpof^  of  taking  up  tli^  bilP  relative  to  ..  - 
nadian  ;.ad  Nova  Scotia  ref"ugees  j  bui;  tliis '  rnctiou  vvas  ne- 
gatived 35  to  34  J  and 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  that  the  houfe  go  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  repealing  in  part  the  a£l  concerning 
the  duties  on  fpirits  diflilled  within  the  United  States,  paffed 
May  8,  1792^  and  impofing  certain  duties  on  the  capacity  of 
ililis  of  a  particular  defcription.  .  The  houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  accordinglyj  Mr.  Dent  in  the 
chair. 

This  bill  propofes  to  repeal  fo  much  of  the  prefent  a£l:  as- 
allowed  ft  ill  3  at  any  other  plaCe  than  a  city,  tov/n  or  village, 
or  at  any  diftiliery  in  a  city^  town  or  village,  at  which  there 
are  one  gr  more  ftills,  which  fingly,  if  only  one,  or  together, 
if  more  than  one,  were  of  lefs  capacity  than  400  gallonsj, 
the  option  of  paying  a  ^  duty  of  feven  cents  a  gallon,  and  to 
direO:,  in  lieu  thereof,  certain  fums  to  be  paid  according  to 
the  capacity  of  ftills,  and  according  to  the  time  taken  out, 
from  one  month  to  fix  months. 

Mr.  Kitchell  wilhed  to  know  the  precife  meaning  of  the 
word  village  ;  he  did  not  know  whether  two  or  three  houfes 
lying  together  were  to  be  confidered  as  a  village,  or  v/hat 
number  of  houfes  v/ere  necelTary  to  form  one^  Fie  objected 
to  the  whole  of  the  bill,  as,  inftead  of  being  of  fervice  to 
the  revenue,  he  believed  it  would  be  an  injury  to  it.  He 
thouglit  if  the  duty  was  laid  upon  the  gallon  in  every  iriilancCj, 
a  much  larger  revenue  would  be  raifed  than  at  prefent  \  for 
he  believed  that  many  who  paid  a  duty  according  to  the  ca- 
pacity of  their  ftills,  did  not  pay  one  half  of  what  they 
would  otherv/iie  pay.  To  lay  tlie  tax  upon  the  capacity. of 
the  ftills  might  diminifh  the  trouble  or  colleftion ;  but  he 
believed  it  reduced  the  revenue.  In  order  to  try  the  princi- 
ple^ he  would,  therefore,  move  to  ftrike  out  the  iirft  fe-£l:ion 
of  the  bill 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  the  gentleman's  objc£l-ion  to  the 
word  -«  village^'  came  rather  late,  as  the  cxpreilion  "  city, 
town  or  village,"  had  been  ufed  in  ail  the  laws  palled  upon 
this  fubjcft.  He  believed  the  expreffion  was  well  underltood 
both  by  the  revenue  officers  and  the  public,  2,i\d.  it  was  not 
therefore  neceiTary  to  go  into  a  dehnition  of  it.  The  fecre.- 
Lary  of  the  treafury  had  given  it  ss  his  opinion,  that  fo  far 
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from  reducing  the  revenue,  it  would  confiderably  increafe  it. 
The  obje(5lions  againft  this  regulation  arofe^  he  believedj 
from  an  idea  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  fmall  ftilis  ♦,  but, 
he  had  received  information  from  the  fupervifor  of  his  dif- 
tu€t,  that  inftead  of  being  injurious,  it  Would  be  beneficial 
to  the?n.  L'Ir.  Smith  faid,  he  thought  the  principle  of  this 
bill  had  been  agreed  to,  and  was  furprifed,  therefore,  that  a 
motion  was  made  to  ftrike  out  the  iirft  feftion.  He  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  confent  to  let  the  bill  be  proceeded 
with,  as  it  was  probable  that  fuch  .amendments  might  take 
place,  2S  would  render  it  more  acceptable  than  it  might  at 
prefent  appear. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  fpeaker)  hoped  that  his  colleague  would 
withdrav/  his  motion  for  ftriking  out  the  firft  fe^ion,  that 
opportunity  mighj:  be  given  to  amend  the  bill  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  afford  not  only  proteftion,  but  encouragement  to 
the  numerous  fmall  diftilleries  throughout  the  country.  This 
valuable  purpofe,  Mr.  Dayton  faid,  might  be  attained  by  the 
amendments  and  alterations  which  he  fliould  propofe  to  be 
made  in  the  fecond  feftion,  as  foon  as  it  could  be  done  con- 
fiftently  with  their  rules  of  order.  If  his  proportions  fhould 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  a  majority,  it  would  flili  be  in 
the  power  of  all  thofe  members  who  united  in  the  wilh  to 
preferve  the  fmall  diftilleries,  to  rejeft  the  bill,  and  in  that 
cafe  he  fnould  join  them  readily  in  doing  fo. 

Mr.  Kitchell  withdrew  his  motion  for  ftriking  out  the  firil 
feclion,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
having  read  the  fecond  feftion, 

Mr.  Dayton  faid  that  he  fhould  offer  an  amendment  in 
'that  place,  which  xvould  afcertain  with  certainty  whether  the 
deftruftion  or  prefervation  of  the  country  diftilleries  was  the 
objeftj  and  would  be  the  effe6l,  of  the  bill.  As  it  ftood  at 
that  momxnt,  their  difcouragement  and  r^in  was  inevitable  ; 
for  it  deprived  them  of  the  option  they  had  heretofore  en- 
joyed, of  paying  either  upon  the  capacity  or  h'^  the  gallon^  and 
held  out  to  them  no  equivalent  advantage.  So  far  was  it 
from,  compenfating  them  for  the  privation  of  that  privileg^e, 
that,  on  *the  other  hand,  he  found  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
Cam.e  fe^iion  a  proviijon,  v/hich  rompelled  them  to  com- 
mence every  licence  with  the  beginning  of  fome  calendar 
monthj  and  thus  rendered  their  fituation  far  more  difcou- 
raging  than  it  was  at  that  moment.  He  fhould  therefore, 
when  they  came  to  that  part,  move  to  ftrike  out  the  words 
following,  yi^,  ^  And   all  licences   as   aforefaid  ihall  com- 
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l]i:ience  and  bear  date  from  the  beginning  of  fomc  calendar 
month."  But  as  preparatory  thereto,  and  as  a  compenfation 
to  fmall  diftilleries  for  being  deprived  of  the  option,  he 
fhould  firfh  move  to  infert  the  words  '*  for  and  during  the 
term  of  two  weeks,"  for  the  purpofe  of  admitting  the  pof- 
feflbrs  of  fuch  ftills  to  take  out  a  Hcence  for  that  ihort  term, 
if  they  thought  proper.  It  was  well  known,  Mr.  Dayton 
faid,  that  the  exifting  laws  did  not  admit  of  any  licence  to 
be  taken  out  for  a  fliortpr  term  than  one  month.  Difbillers, 
therefore,  who  had  materials  to  employ  them  for  two  weeks 
only,  were  compelled  to  pay  for  four  weeks,  or  to  pay,  at 
their  option,  feyen  cents  for  each  gallon  diftilled.  If  de^ 
privated  of  this  choice,  they  would  have  reafon  for  com- 
plaint, unlefs  permitted  to  enter  for  lefs  time  than  a  months 
He  was  fenfible  that  many  advantages  would  be  derived  from 
the  abolition  of  the  duty  upon  the  gallon  diftilled,  and  not 
the  leaft,  v/ould  be  the  greater  facility  and  certainty  in  the 
collection  of  revenue  from  this  fource,  the  diminution  of 
the  number  of  oaths^  already  too  much  multiplied,  and  the 
exoneration  of  the  people  from  the  moft  odious  part  of  the 
provifions,  viz.  the  frequent  vifits  and  infpe£lions  of  the 
officers  of  government.  Although  thefe  benefits  were  ac- 
knowledged, they  could  fortunately  be  fecured  to  the  public, 
without  injury  to  the  diftilleries  of  fruit,  or  any  other  mate- 
rials. They  might  even  be  protected  and  encouraged,  and 
the  revenue  from  them  improved,  and  he  trufted  that  the 
amendments  he  had  propofed  would  eftablifh  the  fa£l,  that 
thofe  two  objects  were  perfeftly  confiftent  and  attainable. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wifhed  a  letter  which  had  been  received 
from  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  on  the  fubjeft,  to  be  read* 
It  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Gallatin  v/as  in  favour  of  the  amendment  propofed. 
The  letter,  he  laid,  y/hich  had  been  read,  v/as  written  tq 
him,  in  anfwer  to  fome  enquiries  Vv^hich  he  had  made  on' 
this  fubj eft  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury.  The  objecl:  of 
this  bill,  he  faid,  was,  in  the  firft  place,  to  fecure  a  due 
colieftion  of  the  revenue  at  lefs  expenfe  than  it  at  prefent 
coft  ;  in  the  fecond,  to  prevent  an  evafion  of  the  duty  5  and 
in  the  third,  to  remove  one  of  the  moft  important  objection? 
to  the  tax. 

It  tended  to  fecure  a  due  colleftion  cf  the  revenue  at  lefs 
expenfe,  by  taking  away  thofe  provifions  which  furnifhed  an 
apology  to  collectors  for  not  fettling  their  accounts,  or  placing 
them  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  prevent  their  being  fettled.  Gentle- 
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men  might  fay  the  duty  was  well  colle^led  at  prefent,  and  that 
the  accounts  v/ere  well  fettled ;  they  gave  this  as  their  opi- 
nion •,  but,  when  they  had  proof  of  the  contrary  from  offi- 
cial fa£i:s,  thofe  affertions  could  have  little  weight.  In  order 
to  fliew  the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  he  would  refer  to  the  laft 
cfiicial  ftatement  made  to  them  in  December  laft,  which. r 
contained  the  laft  accounts  m^ade  by  the  fupervifors.  Br 
this  ftatement  it  v/ould  be  feen  how  far  the  fupervifors  were 
able  to  bring  thefe  coUeftors  to  account.  It  would  be  noticed, 
that  the  ftates  of  Vermont  and  New  York  were  the  only 
ftates  whofe  accounts  were  fettled  up  to  December,  1795  ; 
the  ftates  of  Connefticut  and  Georgia,  were  fettled  up  to 
September  30,  1795;  the  ftates  of  Nev/  Hampftiire,  Maf- 
fachufetts,  Rhode-Illand,  Delaware,  North  and  South  Ca- 
rolina, Vv^ere  fettled  to  the  30th  of  June,  1795  5  the  ftate  of 
Virginia  to  the  30th  June,  1794  ;  the  ftate  of  New  Jerfey 
was  only  brought  vip  to  the  31ft  of  March,  1793  ;  and  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania  had  not  fettled  at  all.  In  addition  to 
which,  in  Kentucky,  TennefTee,  and  the  North  Weftern 
Territory,  the  tax  had  not  been  even  mentioned. 

This,  he  faid,  was  the  fituation  of  the  revenue  at  prefent. 
The  fupervifors  found  it  impoflible  to  bring  the  coileciors  to 
account.  The  fault,  he  faid,  was  in  the  law  itfelf.  Diftil- 
lers  in  the  country  took  advantage  of  the  option  which  was 
allowed  them  of  paying  by  the  gallon.  This  was  always  the 
pretence,  and  fometimxcs  the  true  reafon,  why  the  colle<5lors 
did  not  make  their  returns.  In  a  fcattered  country  like  Ame- 
rica, coUecLors  could  not  conie  at  the  quantity  of  gallons 
diftilled  by  every  individual ;  but  if  the  duty  was  laid  by 
means  of  a  licence  on  the  ftill,  according  to  its  capacity,  it 
would  be  eafy  to  colleci  the  duty,  to  have  the  accounts  fet- 
tled, and  for  the  treafury  to  check  thofe  accounts.  No  pre- 
tence could  then  be  iTiade  for  not  fettling  the  accounts  regu- 
larly. 

The  jiext  confideration  w2LBy  the  evafion  of  the  fluty. 
This  arofe  from  fome  individuals,  and  many,  not  returning 
their  accounts  as  they  ftiouid  do  ;  fome  could  not  doit ;  and 
not  a  few  gave  in  falfe  accounts.  In  refpeft  to  large  diftil- 
leries  in  the  country  having  the  option  of  taking  out  a  hcence, 
and  of  paying  54  cents  per  gallon  on  the  capacity  of  their 
ftills,  no  one,  except  they  wifhed  to  defraud  the  revenue, 
would  defire  to  pay  by  the  gallon ;  and  if  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  the  fame  remark  would  apply  to  fmall  diftil- 
krs  5  for,  it  would  be  found  fo  much  eafier  and  advantage- 
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ous  to  pay  by  licence,  than  by  the  gallon,  that  no  one,  ex- 
cept he  intended  to  defraud  the  revenu'e,  would  choofe  to 
pay  by  the  gallon.  The  prefent  rate  of  lo  cents  per  month 
per  gallon  would,  in  fome  cafes,  be  more  than  the  duty 
would  amount  to,  if  paid  by  the  gallon,  as  fome  ftiils  were 
not  employed  more  than  half  the  time ;  but  the  propofed 
amendment  would  remove  that  objection ;  and  though  lefs 
duty  would  be  paid  by  fome  individuals  than  they  heretofore 
paid,  as  all  evafion  would  be  prevented,  the  revenue  would 
be  increafed.  It  v/as  true,  that  v/hen  they  took  off  one  ad- 
vantage, tliey  muft  give  another  j  if  they  gave  another,  if 
ihey  gave  fmall  diflillers  the  option  of  taking  out  a  licence 
for  a  fortnight,  they  fhould  give  the  larger  diflillers  the  op- 
tion of  taking  out  a  licence  for  two,  three  or  four  months. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  that  the 
licences  for  a  month  fliould  be  increafed  from  lo  to  20  cents  •, 
but  he  thought  differently.  He  hoped  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jerfey  would  prevail,  and  then  he 
fliould  afterwards  propofe ,.  to  fill  up  the  blanks  of  licences 
for  a  month  with  10  cents;  for  two  months  with  18;  for 
three  months  with  24;  for  four  months  with  30;  for  five 
months  with  36 ;  and  for  fix  months  with  42  cents  per  gal- 
Ion.  This  fcale,  he  faid,  was  on  the  fame  ground  with  that 
which  was  propofed  by  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  ;  except 
that  he  had  changed  the  two  eflimates  for  a  month  and  for  a 
year.  They  might  now  be  thought  too  low,  and  to  give  too 
great  advantage  to  fmall  ftiils.  In  the  opinion  of  the  treafury 
they  did  5  but  if,  upon  an  experiment,  it  was  found  to  be 
fo,  the  rates  might  be  augmented  hereafter. 

Finally,  he  believed  thefe  regulations  would  remove  fome 
of  the  ftrongeft  objeftions  to  the  law  itfelf.  Thefe  objedli- 
ons  were  well  known  to  be  the  reluctance  which  men  felt  to 
have  their  houfes  fearched  and  their  conduct  watched,  when 
they  were  in  the  purfuit  of  their  honeft  occupations.  Thefe 
objections  would  be  wholly  removed.  A  perfon  would  take 
a  licence  for  any  term  he  chofe,  and  there  would  be  an  end 
of  the  bufinefs.  He  would  neither  be  obliged  to  keep  an 
account,  nor  to  make  a  return ;  neither  vv^ould  there  be  any 
vifiting  of  officers  to  infpeCt  his  conduct  in  carrying  on  his 
bufinefs. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  it  was  of  importance  to  remove  thefe 
objections  ;  particularly  as  the  law  had  not  extended  to  the 
parts  he  had  mentioned,  and  as  it  was  defirable  the  laws 
fhould  operate  equally   and    fatisfactorily    throughout    the 
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union.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman, from  New  Jerfey  would  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the 
bill  would  pafs. 

.  Mr.  Nicholas  was. fatisfied  an  alteration  was  necsffary  in 
the  prefent  law  to  make  it  tolerable  and  equal.  He  had 
heard  from  an  intelligent  coileftor,  that  there  were  dillillers 
who  made  their  fpirits  double  proof,  and  then  turned  them 
over  to  another  perfon  to  retail  them  out,  who  brought  them 
down  to  the  common  ftandard,  by  this  means  paying  only 
one-half  tlie  tax.  And  yet,  though  this  practice  was  known, 
it  could  not  be  remedied,  according  to  the  prefent  law,  be- 
caufe  the  fpirits  were  out  of  the  hands  of  the  dilliller. 

He  was  fatisfied  that  no  tax  fhould  be  fo  laid  as  to  injure 
the  manufadlury  upon  which  it  fell ;  and  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  very  exiftence  of  this  law  would  depend  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  this  amendment.  He  had  indeed  thought  of  a 
different  way  of  regulating  thebufinefs,  but  perhaps  the  one 
propofed  might  be  as  well.  He  thought  that  if  a  licence 
fhould  be  taken  out  for  a  term,  and  it  was  not  wanted  for  the 
whole  time,  a  deduction  fhould  be  made  for  the  difference. 
He  faid  he  was  perfe£l:ly  fatisfied  with  the  general  modifica- 
tion ;  but  if  the  amendment  fhould  not  prevail,  it  would  opcr 
rate  injurioufly  upon  fmall  diftilleries.  He,  therefore,  truft- 
ed  it  would  be  agreed  to.  ■ 

Mr.  Harrifon  hoped  the  amendment  would  obtain.  After 
rainy  months,  the  fruit  wafhed  from  the  trees  could  not  be 
diiliiled  within  a  month  from  which  a  licence  was  taken. 
The  bill  would  go  to  diminiih  the  revenue  ;  befides,  it  would 
be  extremely  unpopular,  which  would  produce  an  evafion.of 
the  law,  and  the  duties  would  be  lefs.  Indeed,  :without  the 
addition,  it  could  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  qucftion  was  put  and  carried  unanimoully. 

The  blanks  were  afterwards  filled  up  with  the  rates  Mn 
Gallatin  had  ir.entioned,  and  with  fix  cents  for  licences  for 
two  weeks. 

Mr.  D<iyton  then  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  words  "  And  all 
licences,  as  aforefaid,  fhall  commence  and  bear  date  from, the 
beginning  of  foine  calendar  month." 

The  fourth  fe^lion  of  the  bill  having  been  read,  - 

Mr.  Harper  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  amend  the  latter 
part  of  the  claufe,  which  was  as  follows  : 

"  And  every  owner  or  poffeffor  of  any  ftill,  who  fhall  not 
have  taken  out  a  licence,  for  at  leafl  months,  during 

the  fix  months  preceding  the  firfl  days  of  January  and  July, 
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ia  ea^h  year,  fliail  be  chargeable  with,  and  fhali  pay  a  duty 
equal  to  that  deinandable  on  a  hcence  for  fix  months  *,  xinlefs 
fuch  owner  or  poiTelTor  fhall  make  oath  or  affirmation,  that 
no  fpirits  have  been  diftilled  in  his  ftilJ,  during  any  time  for 
which  a  Hcence  has  not  previoufly  obtained." 

By  adding,  betwixt  the  words  ^^  any  ftill,"  and  *«  who 
fhall,"  the  words  "  in  a  fcate  of  preparation  for  diftilling." 
This  alteration,  he  faid,  would  make  the  oath  propofed  un- 
neceflary,  and  he  was  very  much  againft  multiplying  oaths, 
as  they  held  out  itrong  temptations  to  diilionefly  and  per- 
jury. 

Mr.  t)ayton  (the  fpeaker)  rofe  to  Rate  an  obje6lion  which 
prefented  itfclf  to  his  mind  againft  the  latter  part  of  this 
feftion.  He  might  poffibly  mifunderftand  the  duty  therein 
enjoined,  and  he  hoped  if  he  did,  that  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill  would  explain  and  fet  him  right.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  Mr.  Dayton  faid,  to  intend  and  require  that 
the  owner  or  pofleiTor  of  every  ftill  which  had  been  unem- 
ployed for  fix  months,  ihould  make  oath  or  affirmation  that 
no  fpirits  had  been  diftilled  in  his  ftill  during  any  time  for 
which  a  licence  had  not  been  previoufly  obtained,  or  be  fub- 
jecSl  to  a  confiderable  penalty.  Gafes  might  and  would  fre- 
quently  arife,  in  which  it  would  be  highly  improper  and 
unjuft  to  impofe  fuch  an  oath.  He  inftanced  thofe  in  par- 
ticular where  ftills  fhould  be  fold  and  transferred  from  one 
perfon  to  another,  and  perhaps  through  many  hands,  whilft 
they  were  unerriployed  and  of  cdurfe  unlicenfed.  How  was 
it  pofTible,  Mr.  Dayton  afked,  for  the  man  who  has  poiTeiT- 
ed  it  for  a  few  weeks  Or  few  days  to  take  fuch  an  oath, 
cfpecially  if,  as  might  happen,  the  former  owners  were  not 
even  known  to  him.  If  no  explanation  fhould  be  given 
from  the  committee  nor  any  amendment  made,  that  iliould 
be  fatisfa<ftory,  he  fhould  think  it  his  duty  to  move  to  ftrike 
out  t?he  whole  of  the  laft  fentence  or  claufe. 

Mr.  Kitchell  faid,  he  had  great  objection  to  the  claufe  as 
it  ftood,  but  he  had  a  greater  to  the  alteration  propofed. 
He  alfo  was  againft  multiplying  oaths,  if  any  better  mode 
could  be  pointed  out  of,  preventing  frauds  -,  but,  if  the  pre- 
fent  amendment  took  place,  it  would  only  be  neceifary  to 
ftrike  off  the  cap  from  a  ftill  and  carry  it  into  the  cellar, 
and  then  it  would  not  be  in  a  ftate  of  preparation  for  diftiJ - 
Jery.  He  wifhed  gentlemen  who  brought  in  the  bill  would 
confider  the  matter,  and  propofe  fome  amendment  to  tliis 
claufe. 
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lir.  Ifaac  Smith  thought  the  matter  might  be  rectified,  by- 
obliging  the  perfcn  who  fold  a  flill  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
Infpe<9:orj  with  the  perfon  to  whom  he  Ibid  it. 

Mr^  Gallatin  faid,  he  underllood  that  part  of  the  feftion 
which  related  to  an  oathj  to  apply  to  the  time  during  which 
a  man  was  owner  and  pofleflbr  of  a  flilL  If  a  ftill  was 
transferred,  a  perfori  would  be  anfwerable  for  the  duty  only 
whilil  in  his  poireffion ;  but  if  it  was  thought  the  expreffion 
was  not  fuffieiently  ciear^  it  might  be  made  more  fo,  by  ad-* 
ding  between  the  words  "  in  his  ftiU"  anH  during,"  whilft 
he  has  been  owner  of  the  fame;" 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  it  was  neccflary  that  fome  alteration 
(houid  take  place  in  this  claufe; 

Mr.  Dayton  faid,  that  being  by  no  means  fatisfied  with 
any  of  the  explanations  or  amendments  that  had  been  bffer^ 
ed,  and  believing  that  it  would  be  very  improper  to  retain 
fuch  a  claufe,  he  fhould,  as  he  had  before  given  notice, 
move  to  ftrike  out  the  following,  viz.  ^^  and  every  owner 
or  poiTeflbr  of  any  ftill,  who  fhall  not  have  taken  out  a  li- 
cence, for  at  ieaft  months,  during  th^  fix  rnotiths 
preceeding  the  firft  days  of  January  and  July,  in  each  year, 
ihall  be  chargeable  with,  and  (hall  pay  a  duty  equal  to  that 
deiiiandable  on  a  licence  for  fix  months ;  tinlefs  fUch  ow- 
ner or  poifeiTor,  {hall  make  oath^  or  affiritiation,  that  no 
fpirits  have  been  diftilled  in  his  ftill,  during  any  time  for 
which  a  licence  had- not  been  previouily  obtained." 

^  The  committee  then  rcfe^  the  amendments  xvere  agreed 
to  in  the  houfe,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrofled  for  a 
fhird  readino-  to-morrow^ 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
bill  to  provide  more  eife8:ually  for  the  fettlfement  of  ac- 
counts between  tlie  United  States  and  the  receivers  of  pub- 
lic mone^,  and  the  houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  an  that  fubje^t,  and  having  gonfe 
throilgh  the  fame,  the  committee  rofe  and  reported  the  bill 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engroffed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrov/. 

Mr.  Sifgreaves,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
tonfider  if  any,  and  what  mcafures  {hould  be  adopted  for 
the  further  accoriim,odation  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  term  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March  next, 
reported  a  refolution  authorifmg  the  Prefident  to  caufe  to  be 
fold  fuch  part  of  the  furniture  prefented  to  him  on  his  cditi™ 
ing  into  ofHee  aa  may  be  decayed  and  out  of  repair,  and 
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that  14,000  dollars,  together  with  the  proceeds  of  fucli  f:.k . 
be  prefented  to  him.     The  report  was  twice  read  and  con 
mitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  galleries  were  cleared, 
in  order  to  refume  the  fee  ret  bufmefs  of  yefterday. 

Wednejday,  February  15. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury, 
incloiing  a  report  from  the  fecretary  of  war,  requefting  an 
appropriation  may  be  pafled  to  make  good  the  appropriations 
in  the  military  department,  for  the  year  1796,  of  201,312 
dollars.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Th€  bill  for  repealing  in  part  the  act  for  laying  a  duty  on 
fpirits  diftilled  within  the  United  States,  and  for  impofmg  in 
its  {lead  certain  duties  on  the  capacity  of  ftiils,  was  read  the 
third  time,  when 

Mr.  New  called  for  the  Yeas  and  Nays  on  the  palling  of 
the  bill, 

Mr.  Locke  hoped  the  bill  would  not  pafs.  He  thought  it 
bad  policy  to  change  laws,  except  confiderable  advantage 
could  be  derived  from  tlie  change.  No  confequenct  could 
atife  from  the  propofed  change,  he  laid,  except  it  were  to 
irritate  the  minds  of  the  people  agalnft  government.  It  was 
faid  it  would  increafe  the  revenue ;  but  he  believed  it  would 
reduce  it,  as  it  v/ould  render  ufelefs  many  ftiils.  Farmers 
v/ho  had  fliils  for  the  purpofe  of  diftilling  tlieir  furplus  grain^ 
wifhed  to  do  it  at  their  leifure,  as  their  cattle  required  iL 
Some  of  thofe,  who  paid  feven  cents  per  gallon,  he  faid, 
paid  double  to  what  was  paid  by  thofe  who  paid  according  to 
the  capacity  cf  their  ftiils,  but  it  was  more  convenient  for 
them  to  do  fo.  He  was  furprifed  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  offer  it  as  a  reafon  for  altering 
the  method  of  laying  the  duty,  that  the  excife  officers  had 
delayed  to  make  due  returns  •,  that,  he  laid,  was  owing  to  the 
roguery  of  the  officers,  and  not  to  any  fault  in  the  diftlllers. 
He  alfo  obferved  that  many  parts  of  the  United  States  were 
fo  thinJy  inhabited,  as  to  make  it  inconvenient  for  officevs  to 
collect  the  duty.  Admitting  that  this  were  the  cafe  (tiiough 
it  would  only  happen  in  few  inftances)  was  it  net,  he  afked, 
as  reafonable,  that  officers,  who  were  v/eil  paid  for  their 
fervice,  Ihould  rather  be  put  to  that  trouble  than  the  diftiilers 
themfelves,  which  would  be  the  cafe  if  they  v/ ^re  obUged  to 
take  out  a  licence  r  That  gentleman  had  alfo  obferved,  that. 
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no  man,  as  the  law  now  flood,  would  have  chofen  to  pay  by 
the  gallon,  but  fuch  as  defigned  to  defraud  the  revenue.  He 
knew  that  this  aflertion  was  not  true.  He  himfelf  kept  a 
ftill  for  his  own  family,  and  had  always  paid  by  the  gallon  y 
but,  if  this  billpafled,  he  would  notdiftil  ?t  all,  and  he  be- 
lieved many  others  would  come  to  the  fame  refolution.  He 
ihould,  therefore,  vote  againfl  the  paffing  of  the  bilL 
The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  taken  as  follow : 


Y 

E     A     S, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

George  Leonard, 

Abraham  Baldwin, 

Samuel  Lyman, 

David  Bard, 

William  Lyman, 

Theophilus  Bradbury, 

Francis  Malbone, 

Gabriel  Chriftie, 

Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 

Jofnua  Coit, 

William  Vans  Murray, 

William  Cooper, 

Alexander  D.  Orr, 

Henry  Dearborn, 

John  Patten, 

George  Dent, 

Elifha  R.  Potter, 

George  Ege, 

Jf>hn  Reed, 

Abiel  Poller, 

Samuel  Sewall, 

Dwight  Fofter, 

John  S.  Sherburne, 

Jeffe  FrankUn, 

Samuel  Sitgreaves, 

Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 

Thompfon  J.  Skinner, 

Albert  Gallatin, 

Nathaniel  Smith, 

Ezekiel  Gilbert, 

Ifaae  Smith, 

Nicholas  Gilman, 

Samuel  Smith, 

Henry  Glen, 

William  Smithy 

Chauncey  Goodrich, 

Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 

Chriftopher  Greenup, 

Thomas  Sprigg, 

Andrew  Gregg, 

John  iSwanwick, 

George  Hancock, 

Zephaniah  Swift, 

Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 

Richard  Thomas, 

Thomas  Hartley, 

John  E.  Van  Alien,  ' 

John  Hathorn, 

Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 

Jonathan  N.  Havens, 

Peleg  Wadfworth, 

John  Heath, 

John  Williams,  and 

William  Hindman, 

RichaTd  Winn. 

Andrew  Ja^ckfon, 

N 

A     Y     S. 

Thomas  Blount, 

Thomas  Claiborne, 

Nathan  Bryan, 

John  Clopton, 

Samuel  J.  Cabell, 

Ifaac  Coles, 
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William  Craik,  Anthony  New, 

Carter  B.  Harrifon,  John  Page, 

Thomas  Henderfon,  Jofiah  Parker, 

James  Holland,  William  Strudwick, 

George  Jackfon,  Mark  Thompfon,  and 

Matthew  Locke,  Abraham  Yenablc. 

Aftdrew  Moore, 

Ayes  57, 

Noes   19. 
The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  pre^ 
fident. 

Umited  States,  pebn-tary  15,  1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Houfe  of  Reprefentfitives, 

I  LAY  before  you  an  official  flatement  of  the  expendi- 
ture to  the  end  of  the  year  1796,  from  the  fums  heretofore 
granted  to  defray  the  contingent  charges  of  the  government, 

G°:  WASHINGTON, 

Account  of  the  application  of  the  grants  ?nade  by  Congrefs,  ft 
the  contingent  charges  of  government ,  from  the  \Jl  January 
to  i^ift  December^    1796. 

Dr.  Dols.   Cts. 

1 796.  To  the  following  payments  made  upon 
orders  of  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States: 

Jan,  i6»  Warrant  No.  5729,  in  favor  of  Timo- 
thy Pickering,  fecretary  of  Hate,  to 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  ac- 
counts of  bills  prefented  by  Thomas 
Fitzfimons,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  merchants,  for  the  expendi- 
tures in  procuring  copies  of  papers 
frorn  the  Britifn  admiralty  courts,  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  in  cafes  of  the  cap- 
ture of  American  vefTels       -         -       2,!;cc* 

Feb.  19.  Warrant  No.  5798,  in  favor  of  ditto, 
to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  bills 


Carried  forward       2,500 
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Dr.  DqIs,  Cts, 

Brcught  forivard  2,500 
and  accounts,  prefented  by  Thomas 
Fitzfimons,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  merchants,  for  expenditures 
in  procuring  copies  of  papers  from 
the  Britiih  admiralty  courts,  in  the 
N  "Weft  Indies,  in  cafes  of  the  capture 

of  American  velTels      -         -       -        2,ocp 

Feh>  25.  Warrant  No.  5815,  in  favor  of  ditto, 
to  enable  liim  to  take  up  a  bill  of  ex- 
change, dated  nth  Auguft,  1795, 
drawn  by  Filher  and  Darrell,  of  An- 
tigua, on  Thomas  Fitzfimons,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  merchants 
of  Philadelphia,  on  account  of  the 
expenfes  attending  the  copying  and 
authenticating  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  vice  admiralty  of  Antigua, 
on  the  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  captured  and  carried 
there  under  the  orders  of  the  6th 
November,   1793      -       -      -      -        1,498   84 

May  21,.  Warrant  No.  6108,  in  favor  of  ditto, 
to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  a  de- 
mand for  tranfcripts  of  proceedings 
on  American  yeffels  in  the  vice  admi- 
ralty court  of  Dominica,  and  other 
expenfes  connefted  therev^ith         -       1,00© 

^uly  6.  Warrant  No.  6280,  in  favor  of  ditto, 
for  the  purpcfe  of  enabling  him  to 
continue  the  payment  of  expenfes 
attending  the  procuring  of  copies  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Britiih  courts  - 
of  vice  admiralty,  in  the  cafes  of 
captures  by  the  armed  yeffels  of  that 
nation       -       -       -       -       ^        _        2,000 

Ai/g.  3.  Warrant  No.  6346,  in  favor  of  ditto, 
to  defray  the  contingent  charges  of 
government       -       -       -       -       _        1,000 

06?.  4':  Warrant  No.  6548,  in  favor  of  ditto, 
to  defray  the  contingent  charges  of 
government       -.-       -       -       -       2,000 


Carried  forward     ii;>998   84 
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Brought  for IV ard     11,998   84 
Balance  unexpended  on  the   31ft  De- 
cember,  1796       »        -.       »       -       15,894  21 


27,893   c 


Cr. 

By  balance  unexpended  on  the  31(1  day  of  De- 
cember, 17955  and  fubje£l:  to  the  orders  of  the 
prefident  of  the  United  States,  according   to  , 
ftatement  of  account  rendered  to  that  day     -      7jS93   05 

By  appropriation  granted  per  a£l  of  the  ifl:  June, 

1796       „»-»---        -         20,000 


27,893  05 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
Treasury  Department, 
Regijler's  Office,  Feb,  6,  1797. 


A  petition  of  John  Brown  of  Rhode-Ifland,  was  prefented 
by  Mr.  Malbone,  praying  a  drawback  on  fome  geneva,  and 
empty  bottles,  exported  in  1791  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  that 
the  bonds  given  to  fecure  the  duties  may  be  cancelled,  on  due 
proof  thereof. 

Referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufacftures. 

A  bill  for  granting  a  fum  of  money  to  the  widow  of  John 
De  Neufville,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

A  report  was  read  from  the  committee  of  claims  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  Peeling.     Negatived. 

A  report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Frothingam  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  providing  more  efFedtually  for  the  fettlement 
^f  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  Receivers  of 
public  monies,  was  read  the  third  time  and  paffed. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Refolution  from  the  Senate,  propoling  to  authorize  the 
Prefident  to  make  enquiry  of  certain  States,  whether  they 
concurred  in  the  amendment  to  the  Conllitution  which  had 
httn  fubmitted  to  them,  with  refpecl  to  the  fuabihty  of  States, 
reported  that  on  4th  March  1 789,  the  United  States  being  then 
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thirteen  in  number,  twelve  amendments  were  fubmitted  by 
Congreis  to  the  different  ftates,  ten  of  which  were  ratified 
in  1789  and  1790  by  nine  ftates  out  of  thirteen,  which  num- 
ber not  being  three  fourths  of  the  then  exifting  ftates,  thofe 
ten  amendments  did  not  then  become  part  of  the  conftitution, 
one  ftate  being  ftill  wanting.  The  report  went  on  to  ftatc 
further  particulars,  and  concluded  with  propoling  that  as 
fome  of  the  ftates  mighfe  have  ftnce  ratified  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  thofe  amendments,  though  fuch  ratification  had  not 
been  received,  to  reject  the  refolution  from  the  Senate,  and 
to  adopt  one  to  the  following  effedt: 

"  Refolved  that  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quefted  to  make  application,  as  fpeedily  as  may  be,  to  all 
thofe  ftates,  who,  as  far  as  can  be  known  by  official  docu* 
ments,  have  not  ratified  the  faid  twelve  amendments  to  the 
conftitution  v/hich. -cvere  fubmitted  to  them,  to  learn  whether 
any  of  them  have  been  ratified,  or  what  procedings  have 
been  had  thereon." 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  they  had  had  an  eftimate  prefented  to 
them  this  morning,  requefting  a  deficiency  to  he  made  good 
in  the  military  department,  to  the  amount  of  201,3 1 2  dollars. 
This  eftimate,  he  faid,  was  made  to  them  under  three  items, 
a  fortnight  only  before  the  difix)lution  of  Congrcfs.  He 
thought  it  fhould  have  been  fent  to  them  fooner,  and  mofe 
in  detail.  In  order  to  obtain  fome  farther  information  on  the 
fubje6l,  he  propofed  a  refolution  to  the  following  efte(St: 

"  Refolved,  that  the  fecretary  of  war  be  dire(Sled  to  lay 
before  this  houfe,  a  ftatement  in  detail  of  the  item  refpe£ling 
the  military  fervice  which,  in  his  eftimate  of  the  loth  inft. 
he  ftates  at  125,000  dollars,  and  aifo  a  ftatement  in  detail  of 
the  expenditure  and  application  of  money  appropriated  by  law 
for  the  military  eftablilhment  of  the  year  1796,  from  whence 
have  refulted  the  deficiencies  by  him  ftated  in  his  eftimate, 
of  44,1  22  and  32,000  dollars." 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wiilied  to  know  whether  he  meant  to  de- 
cline appropriating  m.oney  for  the  military  eftabiifiiment,  until 
he  received  this  information.- 

Mr,  Gallatin  faid,  he  had  no  objection  againft  voting  for 
the  appropriations  for  the  military  eftablifhment  for  the  year 
1797;  whether  he  received  the  details  called  for,  or  not; 
but  he  would  not  vote  for  the  deficiency  ftated,  until  the  de- 
ta.is  v/ere  received.  He  did  not  think  he  fhould  be  juftified  in 
votii]g  for  this  eftmiated  deficiency,  until  he  knew  how  it  had 
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been  expended— untli  he  knew  how  far  he  was  bound  to  do 
it.  It  had  no  connection  whatever  with  the  appropriation  fur 
the  year  1797. 

:  The  fpeaker  faid  he  received  this  communication  on  Sa- 
turday whilfl:  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  thought  he  had 
given  it  to  the  clerk  to  be  read,  but  found  it  upon  his  table 
this  morning,  fo  that  the  delay  fines  Saturday,  was  owing 
to  hini. 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to* 

Mr.  Swanwick  moved  that  the  committee  of  cornmerte  and 
and  manufadlures  be  difcharged  from  the  coniideration  of  the 
petition  of  the  meafurers  of  New- York,  that  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  to  whom  v;as  referred 
the  bill  relative  to  the  compenfations  and  duties^of  certain 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  impoft  and  tonnage* 
Agreed. 

Mr.  Swanwick  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  above  bill ;  and  after  fome  obfervat  ions 
on  the  propriety  of  taking  vp  this  fubjecftin  preference  to  the 
fecret  unfinilhed  bufinefs  of  yefterday,  the  Houfe  refoved 
itfelf  into  a  comoaittec  of  the  whole  on  that  bill,  Mr.  Muh  j 
ieiiberg  in  the  chair.  The  bill,  having  been  read,  and  the 
ikilfeCtion  being  under  coniideration,  which  allows  to  the 
collectors  of  the  diftridt  of  Pennfylvania  and  New-York  one 
quarter  per  cent,  to  thofe  of  Bofton,  Gharlefton,  and  Balti- 
more one  half  per  cent,  and  to  other  ports  in  proportion. 

Mr.  Deaarborne  laid,  the  compenfations  ariiing  to  the  col-^ 
lectors  in  fome  of  the  principle  ports,  was  beyond  meafurc  ex-* 
prbitant,  he  believed,  after  all  dedu<ftions  were  made^  they  a* 
mounted  from  8  to  10,000  dollars.  He  could  fee  no  good 
rcafon  why  the  falaries  of  thefe  officers  fhould  not  be  fixed  by 
law.  At  prefent,  though  their  duties  were  certainly  not  fo 
important,  they  received  two  or  three  time  as  much  as  heads 
of  departments,  confiderable  more  than  even  the  Vice-Pre- 
♦ident  of  the  United  Stares.  When  they  had  determined 
lidt  to  increafe  the  falaries  of  the  principal  officers  in  the  Go- 
vernment, even  during  the  prefent  high  price  of  living,  he 
thought  they  ought  not  to  allow  fuch  extravagant  compen- 
Cations  to  their  collectors. 

•  Mr.  Thatcher  thought  they  were  legifiating  in  the  dark. 
Before  they  entered  upon  the  bullnels,  he  wifhed  to  have 
feen  a  return  of  the  real  amount  of  duties  coUedted  during  the 
laft  year,  in  order  to  give  time  for  the  obtaining  of  this  in« 
formation,  he  wiflied  the  committee  to  rife.^ 
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M4\  Varnuin  was  of  the  fame  opinion.  ILmIiivI  Accounts 
had  been  received  from  all  the  ports  except  New-York,  and 
that  they  might  be  foon  expected. 

Mr.  Swanwlck  faid,  there  had  been  a  return  for  1795, 
which  the  committee  had  judged  as  proper  a  guide  as  that  far 
1 796  would  be.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
reduce  the  compenfation  of  the  officers  in  the  large  ports, 
whom  they  believed  received  too  muchj  and  to  increafe  thofe 
in  the  fmali  ports,  whom  they  vv^ere  convinced  received  too 
little. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  alfo  faid,  1795  would  be  better  foundation 
for  them  to  eftimate  upon  than  1 796,  as  it  might  be  fuppofed 
that  the  importations  in  1797,  owing  to  the  obftru^lions  v^diich 
commerce  was  hkely  to  meet  with,  v.'ould  be  much  lefs  than 
in  1795.  If  the  committee  were  to  rife,  he  beheved  the  law 
would  not  get  palTed,  anci  the  old  law  w^ould  continue,  which 
would  be  a  lofs  to  government  of  15  or  20,000  dollars. 
Mr.  Williams  wiihed  to  wait  for  the  returns  of  1796. 
Mr.  Coi't  faid  it  would  be  necelfary  to  regulate  thefe  falaries 
everv  two  or  three  years,  as  trade  was  continually  flu6luat- 
ing. 

Mr.  Graikwas  againfl:  the  committee's  rifing,  as  it  would 
probably  put  an  end  to  the  bulinefs  for  this  feffioi:j,  and  he 
thought  it  v/as  very  delirable  that  the  large  falaries  ihould 
be  reduced,  and  the  fmail  ones  advanced. 

Mr.  Parker  was  for  proceeding  with  the  bufinefs.  It  was 
well  knOv/n  fom^e  of  the  compenfations  were  too  high,  and 
others  too  low.  He  mentioned  amongft  the  latter  the  nnall 
port  of  Tappahannoc,  the  collector  of  which  by  the  return 
in   1795, was  68  dollars  in  debt. 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid,  as  it  was  only  two  years  fince  this  bufi- 
nefs was  arranged,  he  did  not  think  there  was  much  ne- 
ceility  for  going  into  it  now;  and  though  fome  of  the  compen- 
fations  v/ere  low,  he  did  not  believe  any  of  thofe  who  held 
the  oitices  could  be  induced  to  give  them  up;  and  if  they 
vrere,  there  would  be  20'perfons  ready  for  them.  If  it  were 
not,  therefore,  for  taking  oil  fomething  from  what  he  con- 
lidered  as  enormous  fums  from  the  officers  in  the  large  ports^. 
he  fiiould  be  Vvdllinglo  let  the  bufinefs  lie  over  this  feiiidn. 
He  cculi  v:dih  a  reiolution  to  the  fbllowins;  eilecl  tobe  apreed 
to  for  tills  purpole,  in  preference  to  the  mode-propof^d  by  the 
bin  : 

^^  Re/^Dlved  that  from  ar^d  after  the  prefent  year,  the  col- 
lectors  of  rjhladiiphiaj  N'^^v-York>  B:.ltin:.orc,   Bo/ioa    und 
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fliarleftoh,  be    allowed  Dolls,   per  annum,    in 

place  of  their  prefenf  compensation." 

Mr.  New  hoped  the  committee  would  riot  rife.  His  col- 
league  (Mr.  Parker)  had  mentioned  the  cafe  of  an  officer  in' 
Virginia,  at  Tappaharinoc,  with  which  he  was  fomewhat  ac- 
quainted. In  the  year  1795,  he  was  brought  in  upwards  of 
60  dollars  in  debt.  The  return  from  that  officer  for  the  laft 
year  Was  for  difburfements  569  dollars  90  cents,  and  receipts 
355  dollars.  He  doubted  therefore  whether,  when  this  gen- 
tleman gave  up  his  iituation,  if  thfere  would  be  20  perfons 
ready  for  it. 

The  queftion  for  the  committee's  rifing  was  put,  and  ne-' 
gatived. 

The  confideration  of  the  firfl  feclion  was  entered  tipon, 
and  upon  an  enquiry  what  was  the  compenfation  of  the  large 
ports  under  the  prefent  law, 

Mr.  Coit  faid  that  New-York  and  Philadelphia  had  before 
three  eighths  of  one  per  cent  and  Boil  on, Baltimore  and  Char^" 
leflon  five  eighths  of  one  per  cent. 

After  a  number  of  obfervations  from  different  members, 
this,  and  the  other  claufes  of  the  bill,  were  agreed  tOywith  fome 
fmail  amendments. 

After  which,  Mr.  Dayton  (the  fpeaker)  moved  ah  addi- 
tional fe£lion,  appointing  a  furveyor  for  New-Brunfwiek,  in 
Jerfey,  to  refide  therey  which  was  agreed  to.     And, 

Mr.  Sewall  move4  alfo  an  additional  fedlion,  providing 
that  Marblehead,  fli6uld  be  a  port  at  which  veffels  arriving, 
from  beyond  the  cape  of  Good  Hope  may  enter  and  unlade? 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rofe  and  reported  the  bill. 

—  Adjourned, 

IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

February  15,  1797.. 

On  requeft,  the  Vice-Preildent  of  the  United  States,  be-- 
Ing  excufed   from  further  attendance  in  Senate  during   the 
feSion,  addreffed  them  as  follows  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

If,  in  the  general  appreheniion  of  an  intention  to  retire  in 
that  moft  eminent  citizen,  to  whom  all  eyes  had  been  diredl- 
ed  and  all  hearts  attracted,  'as  the  centre  of  our  union  for  {o 
long  a  period  j  the  public  opinion  had  exhibited  any  clear 
indications  of  another,  in  whom  our  fellow-citizens  could 
Have  generally  united  \  as  foon  as  I  read  that  excellent  ad- 
drefs  which  announced  the  neceffity  of  deliberation  in  the 
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-clicice  of  a  Prelident,  I  fliould  have  imitated  the  example  of 
a  character,  with  whom  I  hiid  co-operated,  though  in  lefs 
confpicuoiis  and  important  ftations,  and  maintained  an  unin- 
terrupted friendfliip  for  two  and  twenty  years.  But  as  a  num- 
ber of  characters  appeared  to  ftand  in  the  general  eftimation, 
fo  nearly  on  a  leyeij  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  conjeclure  on , 
which  the  majority  would  fall ;  coniidering  the  relation  in 
which  I  ftood  to  the  people  of  America,  I  thought  it  m.oft 
refpeftful  to  them,  and  moft  conducive  to  the  tranquility  of 
the  public  mind  to  refign  myfelf  with  others,  a  filent  fpe<5la- 
tor  of  the  general  deliberation  and  a  pailive  fiibje6l  of  public 
difcuffions. 

Deeply  penetrated  with  gratitude  to  my  coui^trymen  in 
general,  for  their  long  continued  kindnefs  to  mej  and  for  that 
fteady  and  affecting  confidence,  with  which  thofe  who  have 
mod  intimately  known  me  from  early  life,  have  on  fo  m.any 
great  occalions  entrufted  to  me  the  care  of  their  deareft  inte- 
refis  ;  fince  a  majority  of  their  electors,  though  a  very  fmall 
one,  have  declared  in  rr^y  favour,  and  fince,  in  a  republican 
government,  the  inajority  though  ever  {o  fmall  muft  of  ne- 
ceffity  decide,  I  have  determined  at  every  hazard  of  a  high 
but  juft  refponfibility,  though  with  much  anxiety  and  difn- 
dence,  once  more  to  engage  in  their  fervice.— Their  confi- 
dence which  has  been  the  chief  confolation  of  my  life,  is  too 
precious  and  facred  a  depolit  ever  to  be  coufidered  lightly^ 
As  it  has  been  founded  only  on  the  qualities  of  the  heart,  ne- 
>ver  has  been,  it  never  can  be,  deceived,  betrayed,  or  forfeited 
by  me. 

It  is  with  reluctance,  and  with  all  tliofe  emotions  of  grati- 
tude and  affe(£fion  which  a  long  experience  of  your  goodnefs 
pught  to  infpire,  that  I.  now  retire  from  my  feat  in  this  Houfe, 
and  take  my  leave  of  the  members  of  the  Senate. 

I  ought  not  to  declare,  for  the  laft  time,  your  adjournmxent, 
before  I  have  pref iiitecl  to  every  Senator  prefentj-and  to  eve* 
ry  citizen  who  has  ever  been  a  Senator  of  the  United  States^ 
my  thanks,  for  the  candour  and  favour  invariably  received 
from  them  ah.  I:  is  a  recollection  of  v^'-hicli  nothing  can 
ever  deprive  me,  and  it  will  be  a  iource  of  com-fort^to  me, 
through  the  remainder  of  my  life,  that  as  on  the  one  hand, 
in  a  governmeiit  coDftituted  like  ours,  I  have  for  eight  years 
held  the  fecond  iitiiation  under  the  conflitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  perfeci:  and  uninterrupted  harmony  with  the  iiril^ 
without  envy  in  one,  or  jealoufy  iji  the  other  5  fo  on  the 
athcr  hand,  I  have  never  had  the  fmalleft  mimnderftandin^ 
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%vith  Tilly  member  of  the  Senate.  In  all  the  abilruie  <:joei- 
tions,  difficult  conjun^lures,  dangerous  emergencies,  and  ani- 
mated debates  upon  the  great  interefts  of  our  countryj  which 
have  fo  often  and  i'o  deeply  imprelTed  all  our  minds,  and  in- 
terefted  the  ftrongeft  feelings  of  the  heart,  I  have  experienc- 
ed a  unitorm  politenefs  and  relpecl  from  every  quarter  of  the 
houfe.  When  queftions  of  no  lefs  importance  than  diiiicul- 
ty,  have  produced  a  difference  of  fentim.ent  (and  diuerences. 
of  opinion  will  always  be  found  in  free  ailemblies  of  men,  and 
probably  on  tliC  ^reateft  quelfions)  when  the  Senators  have 
been  equally  divided,  and  my  opinion  has  been  demanded  ac- 
cording to  the  conftitution,  I  have  conftantly  found,  in  that 
moiety  of  the  Senators  from  whcfe  judgment  I  have  been 
obliged  to  ciiffent,  a  difpolition  to  allow  me  the  fame  freedom 
■  of  deliberation  and  independence  of  judgment  which  they  af- 
ferted  for  thcmfelves. 

Within  thefe  walls,  for  a  courfe  of  years,  I  have  been  an 
admiring  witnefs  of  a  fucceffion  of  information^  eloquence, 
patriotifm  and  independence,  which,  p.s  they  would  have  done 
honor  to  any  Senate  in  any  age,  afford  a  confolatory  hope  (if 
the  legiilatures  of  the  States  are  equally  careful  in  their  future 
Jeie£lions,  which  there  is  no  reafon  to  diftrufi)  that  no  coun- 
cil more  permanent  than  this  as  a  branch  of  the  legiflature 
will  be  neceffary  to  defend  the  rights,  liberties  and  proper- 
ties of  the  people,  and  to  protect  the  conftitution  of  the 
tTnited  States  as  well  as  the  conftitutions  and  rights  of  the 
individual  fiates,  againfc  errors  of  judgment^  irregularities  ot 
the  paiiions,  or  other  encroachments  of  humian  infirmity  or 
more  reprehenfible  enterprize,  in  the  executive  on  the  one 
Irand  or  the  more  immediate  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
on  the  other, 

Thefe  confiderations^v/ili  all  confpire  to  animate  me  in  my 
future  courfe,  with  a  confident  reliance,  that  as  far  as  m.y 
rondu6t  iliall  be  uniformly  meafured  by  the.  conftitution  <jf 
tlie  United  States,  and  faithfully  directed  to  the  public  good, 
.1  fliall  be  fupported  by  the  Senate  as  vrell  as  by  the  lioufe 
of  S.eprefentatives  and  the  people  at  large  j  nnd  on  no  other 
conditions  ought  any  fupport  at  all  to  be  expected  or  defired. 

With  cordial  willies  for  yourdionour,  health  and  happi- 
refs,  and  fervent  prayers  for  a  continuation  of  the  virtues,  ii- 
l  eities,  profperity  and  peace  of  our  beloved  country,  I  avail 
mykJf  of  your  leave  of  abfence  for  the  remainder  of  ihe  {tf-^ 
fion. 
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To  which  the  Senate  returned  the  following  anfwer. 

SIR, 
THE  Senate  of  the  United  States  would  be  unjuft  to  their 
own  feelings,  and  deficient  in  the  performance  of  a  duty 
their  relation  to  the  government  of  their  country  impoies, 
ihould  they  fail  to  cxprefs  their  regard  for  your  perfon,  and 
their  refpect  for  your  charader,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  you 
prefented  to  them,  on  your  leaving  a  ftation  which  you  have 
fo  long  and  fo  honourably  filled  as  their  Prefident. 

The  motives  you  have  been  pleafed  to  difclofe  which  indue- 
ed  you  not  to  withdrav/  from  the  public  fervice,  at  a  time 
when  your  experience,  talents  and  virtues  were  pecuharly 
defirable,  are  as  honourable  for  yourfelf,  as  from  our  confi- 
ilence  in  you,  fir,  we  trufi:  the  refult  will  be  beneficial  to  our 
beloved  country. 

\¥hen  you  retired  from  your  dignified  feat  in  this  houfe, 
and  took  your  leave  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  we  felt 
all  thofe  emotions  of  gratitude  and  afFecHon,  v/hich  our  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  your  abilities  and  undeviating  ini- 
partiailty  ought  to  infpire  ;  and  we  fiiouid  with  painful  re- 
luctance endure  the  feparation,  but  for  the  confoling  reflec- 
tion, that  the  fame  qualities  which  have  rendered  you  ufeful, 
as  the  Prefident  of  this  branch  of  the  Legifiature,  will  enable 
you  to  be  ftill  more  fo,  in  the  exalted  fiation  to  which  joa 
have  been  called. 

From  you,  fir,  in  whom  your  country  have  for  a  long  pe- 
riod, placed  a  fteady  confidence,  wdiich  have  never  been  be- 
trayed or  forfeited,  and  to  whom  they  have,  on  fo  many  oc- 
cafions  entrufted  the  care  of  their  dearefi:  interefls,  which 
have  never  been  abufed. — From  you,  who  holding  the  fecond 
fituation  under  the  conilitution  of  the  United  States,  have 
lived  in  uninterrupted  harmony  with  him  who  has  held  the 
firiji. — From  you  we  receive  with  much  fatisfaction  the  de- 
claration which  you  are  ple^afed  to  make  of  the  opinion  you 
entertain  of  the  charafter  of  the  prefent  fenators,  and  of  that 
of  thofe  citizens  who  have  been  heretofore  fenators.  This 
declaration,  were  other  motives  wanting,  would  aiiord  them 
an  incentive  to  a  virtuous  perfeverance,  in  that,  line  of  con- 
dudi  v.diich  has  been  honoured  with  your  approbation. 

In  your  future  courfe,  we  entertain  no  doubt,  that  your 
ofiicial  conduct,  will  be  meafureti  by  the  conftituticn,  and 
dire£led  to  the  public  good,  you  have  therefore  a  right  to 
entertain  a  confident  reliance,   that  you  will  be  fupported. 
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iiA  well  by  the  people  at  large  as  by  their  conlHtuted  authu- 
rkies. 

We  cordially  reciprocate  the  wifhes  which  you  exprefs  for 
our  honour,  health  and  happinefs,  we  join  with  yours,  our 
fervent  prayers  for  the  continuation  of  the  virtues  and  liber- 
ties of  our  fellow  citizens,  for  the  public  profperity  and 
peace  ;  and  for  you  we  implore  the  beft  reward  of  virtuous 
deeds,  the  grateful  approbation  of  your  conftituents,  and 
the  fmiles  of  heaven. 

The  Vice-Preiident  replied  as  follows. 

An  addrefs  fo  refpe6iful  and  afFe6lionatc  as  this  from  gen- 
tlemen of  fuch  expei'ience  and  eftablifbed  chara6ter  in  public 
affairs,  high  ftations  in  the  government  of  their  country,  and 
great  confideration  \ji  their  feyeral  ftates,  as  the  Senators  of 
the  United  States,  will  do  me  great  honor,  and  afford  me  a 
firm  fupport,  wherever  it  fl^all  be  known,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  Their  generous  approbation  of  my  conduct  in  ge- 
neral, and  liberal  teflimony  to  the  undeyiating  impartiality 
of  it,  in  my  peculiar  relation  to  their  body,  a  character, 
which  in  every  fcene  and  employment  of  life  I  fliould  wifh 
above  all  others  to  cultivate  and  merit  ;  has  a  tendency  to 
fbften  afperities  and  conciliate  animofities,  wherever  fuch 
may  unhappily  exift;  an  effect  at  all  times  to  be  defired,  and 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  country,  ardently  to  be  pro- 
moted  by  all  good  citizens. 

I  pray  the  Senate  to  accept  my  fmcere  thanks. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Thurfday,  February  i6. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafurys 
in  conformity  to  the  refolution  of  the  9th  and  loth  inilant, 
with  ftatements  of  the  expenditure  of  money  appropriated  for 
defraying  the  expences  attending  our  Foreign  Intercourfe, 
and  of  the  money  applied  for  the  purpofe  of  profecuting  the 
claims,  bi  our  Merchants  for  redrefs  for  the  Spoliations  com-- 
mitted  upon  their  property  by  belligerent  powers,  in  which 
report  it  was  ftated  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  ac- 
counts of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  late  Secretary.  Referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  to  whom  was  referred  the  Ap^ 
propriation  Bill. 

Mr.  Gallatin  alfo  moved  that  the  ftatement  of  deficiencies 
in  the  Contingent  Expences  received  yefterday  Ihoold  be  re- 
'ferred  to  the  fame  committee.     Agreed.  ^Ir 

Mr.  Harper  moved  that  the  report  which  he  yefterdajr. 
made^  on  the  fubjeft  of  propofed  amendments  to  the  Confti- 
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tiitlon,  fhoiild  be  recommitted,  on  account  of  art  error  which 
iiad  efcaped  the  committee  with  refpecl  to  the  time  of  the 
admiffion  of  Kentucky  into  the  Union,     Agreed. 

The  Speaker  prefented  a  petition  from  Judge  Turner  of 
the  North-weftern  Territory,  wifhing  that  the  charges  which 
had  been  exhibited  againft  him  fhould  be  brought  to  a  hear- 
ing, as  he  had  come  up  to  the  feat  of  Government  with  a 
view  of  defending  himfelf.     Ordered  to  He  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dwight  Fofter,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  made 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  Lydia  Cogfwell  and  James  War- 
rington, which  were  againft  the  petitioners.  The  former  wa^i 
concurred  in,  and  the  latter  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  v/hole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Swanwick  prefented  the  petition  of  Edward  Row0, 
mate  on  board  the  brig  Sophia,  employed  to  carry  the  money 
paid  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  who  was  wounded  by  trying  a 
blunderbufs  on  board  the  faid  veftel;  one  from  Thomas  Cox, 
and  another  from  Jofeph  Gofs,  foldiers  in  the  late  war,  all 
graying  for  relief.     Referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Swanwick  alfo  prefented  the  petition  of  fundry  retail 
Venders  of  Wines  and  Spirits  in  the  city  and  county  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, who,  having  taken  out  a  State  licence,  had  ne- 
gle£^ed  (as  they  ftate)  through  ignorance  to  take  out  licences 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  had  been  pro- 
fecuted  therefor,  praying  for  the  interference  of  Congrefs 
in  their  behalf*  Referred  to  a  Seledl  Committee  MeiTrs. 
Nicholfon,  Sitgreaves  and  Gilbert. 

Mr.  Dearborn  moved  that  the  Houfe  fhould  take  up  the 
unfinifhed  bufinefs  ofyefterday. 

Mr.  Coit  faid,  he  had  been  told  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treafury,  that  the  return  of  the  amount  of  impofts  col- 
lected for  the  year  1796,  would  be  made  to  the  Houfe  this 
day  5  he  therefore  hoped  this  buflnefs  would  be  poftponed 
for  the  purpole  of  taking  up  the  refolution  of  the  Senate,  in 
refpedt  to  the  balance  due  from  certain  States  to  the  United 
States.     Agreed. 

The  Houfe  accordingly  went  into  this  buflnefs,  and  having 
read  the  refolution,  which  propofes,  inftead  of  calling  upon 
the  feveral  Debtor  States  for  the  whole  amount  reported  by 
the  Commiilioners  to  be  due,  to  call  upon  them  only  for  the 
fum  which  they  had  aiTumed  over  and  above  what  proved  to 
be  their  real  demand  againft  the  United  States,  which  of 
courfe  went  wholly  to  excufe  fome  of  the  Debtor  States. 
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Mr.  Williams  obferved,  that  when  this  fubjecfl  \va3  before 
the  Hoiife  it  was  fully  difculTed,  and  it  would  onlv  be  takinor 
Uptime  unneceirafily  to  enter  on  the  lubjecl  again.  As  he 
heard  nothing  to  change  his  former  opinion,  he  continued 
to  think  the  debt,  fo  far  as  it  refpefted  the  State  of  New- 
York,  was  unfounded  5  it  therefore  mattered  not  to  him 
whether  the  amendment  propofed  by  the  Senate  was^  agreed 
to  or  not.  Although  by  the  amendment,  only  a  part  (faid  to 
be  due)  was  called  for,  yet  the  X)ebtor  States  were  not  by  that 
amendment  exonerated  from  paying  the  whole  j  and  there- 
fore were  the  Debtor  States  to  make  provifion  agreeably  to 
the  amendment  propofed  by  the  Senate,  they  might  be  after- 
wards called  on  for  the  remainder,  as,  by  paying  a  part,  they 
would  tacitly  acknovv ledge  the  whole  to  be  juft. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  Houfe  refolved  to 
Infift  upon  the  refolution  as  it  flood  originally. 

Mr.  Heath  propofed  to  take  up  the  cafe  of  Alexander 
Fowler. 

Mr.  Henderfon  wifhed  the  fubjecl  of  Indirect  Taxes  to  be 
entered  upon. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,a  report  had  been  made  upon  the  con- 
trail betwixt  John  C.  Symmes  and  his  alTociates,  and  the 
Umited  States,  which  it  was  of  importance  to  pafs  into^a  law 
this  feflioHj  as  the  objecft  was  400,000  acres  of  land,  which 
was  worth  about  800,000  dollars. 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  fubjecl,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair, 
when  the  report,  which  was  very  long,  having  be^n  read, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  the  refolution  reported,  which  was 
the  following  words : 

«'  Refolved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  authorife  the  Prelident  of  the  United  States,  to  grant 
in  fee  fimple  to  John  C.  Symmes  and  his  aflbciates,  that  part 
of  a  tra61:  of  land,  the  boundaries  whereof  are  afcertained  by 
afurvey  executed  in  conformity  to  the  A61  of  Congr^fs,  en- 
titled <'  An  acl  for  afcertaining  the  bounds  of  a  tra6t  of  Land 
purchafed  by  J.  C.  Symmes/  and  returned  to  the  Treafury 
Pepartment  the  loth  of  Jan.  1794^  which  is  not  included 
-within  the  bounds  of  a  grant  already  made  on  Sept.  8th,  1 794, 
the  faid  J.  C.  Symmes,and  his  aff^ciates  excepting  and  referv- 
ing  out  of  the  fame,  the  lots  referved  by  the  original  contract 
entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  the  faid  Symmes 
and  his  alTociates,  provided  that  the  faid  J.  C.  Symmes  and 
bis  afibciates  fhall  previoudy,  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of 
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the  original  contra(^,  make  the  requifite  payment  for  the  trac\- 
to  be  granted  to  them,  and  for  the  47,625  acres,  part  of  the 
grant  already  made  to  them  on  the  30th  Sept.  1794,  for 
which  they  have  not  yet  paid  any  conllderation,  and  provid- 
ed alfo  that  the  townfhip  referved  for  an  academy  fhall  have 
been  previoiifly  laid  off  and  fecured,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  contrail,  and  of  the  refolutions  and  law  of  Congreis 
relative  thereto.'^ 

A  Comnlittee  of  five  was  appointed.  Meffrs.  Gallatin^ 
Venable,  Havens,  Ames  and  Sherburne. 

A  melTage  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the 
Houfe,  that  they  had  made  choice  of  the  Hon.  AViliiam  Bing» 
ham,  as  their  Preiident  pro  tenii 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  fubje£l  of  indiredl  taxes,  Mr.  Dent  in  the  chair 
when  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  and  the  refolutions  of 
the  gentleman  from  New-Jerfey,  (Mr.  Henderfon)  and  thof^ 
from  the  gentleman  from  S 4  Carolina,  Mr.  Harper,  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  that  having  on  a  former  occaficn,  gone 
pretty  much  at  length  into  obfervations  to  prove  the  fupe- 
riority  of  indirecSl  taxes  to  a  land  tax  for  this  country,  he 
lliould  not  now  repeat  them,  but  confine  himfelf  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  fubjedl. 

On  the  occafion  alluded  to,  hshad  gone  into  a  calculation 
of  the  prefent  amount  of  the  duties  arifing  from  the  feveral 
articles  upon  which  he  had  propofed  an  advance,  and  com- 
pared that  amount  with  preceding  years,  in  order  to  Ihew 
that  the  revenue  upon  them  was  in  an  increafing  ftate,  and 
that  they  would  of  courfe  bear  a  fmall  advance.  As  thefe 
bblervations  depended  on  a  ftatement  of  figures,  which  might 
not  be  well  remembered,  he  vrould  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
capitulating them,  and  then  proceed  with  fome  obfervations 
in  favour  of  indiredl:  taxes.  [Mr.  H.  here  went  over  his 
eftimates  with  refpeiSl  to  the  prefent  amount  of  duties  on  the 
feveral  articles,  the  duty  upon  which  he  meant  to  advance^ 
and  the  probable  addition  which  would  be  likely  to  arifefrom 
the  propofed  additions,  *  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  was  re- 
minded of  the  quefiiion  by  Mr.  S.  Smith  and  Mr.  Holland^ 
but  dclired  to  proceed  by  the  Chairman.] 

Mr.  H.  having  gone  through  his  ft atemsnt,. faid,  in  order 
to  put  our  revenuein  fome  degree,  beyondthereach  of  foreign 
powers  to  difturb  it  it  was  neceHary  to  conned  the  two  fyikcms 
*  See  page  2-^,  Vol,  II. 
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t>i  indlre£1:  and  dire£t  taxes  together  ;  and  the  more  he  fiiw 
the  more  he  was  impreffed  with  .the  propriety  of  this.  So 
milch  fo,  that  if  the  houfe  fhould  not  think  proper  to  adopt 
xwindow  or  flarnp  taxy  if  no  membdr  propofed  an  efFe^tiial 
fubftitute  for  them,  he  fHould  think  it  necellary  to  adopt  a 
knd  tax,  even  if  all  the  indirect  taxes  were  agreed  to  which 
he  had  offered.  He  thought  the  morlcy  would  be  better  rai- 
led by  a  ftamp  and  window  tax;  but  fhould  the  houfe  not  be 
of  this  opinion,  he  fiiould  vote  for  a  land  tax,  bccaufe  he 
thought  it  of  unfpeakabie  importance  to  have  fome  effectual 
revenue  which  fhould  be  out  of  the  reach  of  any  foreign 
power. 

With  rcfpect  to  the  window  tax,  it  had  been  obje<5led  ta' 
as  ;i  Very  odious  znd  a  very  impolitic  tax;  that  it  had  been 
very  unpopular  wherever  it  had  been  introduced,  and  thaty 
in  atl  probability  it  would  be  alike  obje^libnable  in  this  country. 
He  thought  differently.  In  England  it  might  have  been  fo, 
becaufe  any  new  tax  where  the  people  were  fo  heavily  bur- 
dened as  in  England,  would  prove  unpopular.  He  was  opin- 
that  the  tax  might  be  fo  laid  as  to  become  a  very  equal  and 
acceptable  tax. 

The  objects  to  be  aimed  at  in  taxation,  he  faid,  were  that 
a  tax  fhould  fall  equally,  and  be  eafy  of  collection.     Where 
th^fe  two  properties  were  combined,  the  tax  muft  be  a  good 
one.     He  believed  that  a  tax  on  windows  would  anfwer  this 
defcription  ;  a§  there  was  gerierally  a  proportion  between  % 
man's  expences  and  the  number  of  windows  in  his  houfe  i 
and  by  graduating  the  tax,  it  would  fall  equally  on  the  com- 
munity at  large.     A  tax,  he  faid,  fhould  not  fall  upon  a  man 
in  proportion  to  his  capital,  but  according  to  his  expences. 
A  man  might  poffcfs  a  great  capital,  and  yet  not  pofTefs  equal 
means  with  the  man  of  a  fmall  capital*     A  man  for  inftance, 
might  poffefs  a  great  capital  in  land  ;  but  it  might  be  in  fuch 
a  fituation  as  not  to  be  faleable,  or  too  far  removed  from 
market  to  be  profitable^     This  kind  of  property,  he  faid,  did 
not  enable  ^a  man  to  pay  taxes  ,  but,  if  a  man's  expences 
ivere  confidered,  his  ability  to  pay  taxes  would  be  difcovered* 
There  might  be  fome  exceptions  :  indeed,  fome  men  would 
fpend  more  from  vanity,  and  fome  lefs  from  avarice,  than 
they  ought,  but  he  beHevcd  the  rule  would  hold  good  in  ge- 
neral.    But,  if  a  tax  was  laid  ad  valorem,  there   was  great 
difficulty  in  afcertaining  the  juft  value  of  property  ;   whereas 
to  enumerate  the  windows  of  a  houfe,  would  be  done  with 
iittU  troubl«  and  cxpeace,  and  without  any  intrufion  into  a 
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p:ian's  houfe,  which  was  an  objedlion  to  an  hearth  tax,  as  it 
required  fuch  viiits  as  would  be  diiagreeable  the  citizens  of  a^ 
free  country.  A  window  tax  would  have  this  farther  advan-; 
tage,  if  laid  at  £rft  for  250,000  dollars^  it  might  afterwards 
be  made  to  produce  as  much  as  the  people  were  able  to  pay, 
without  additional  expence.  He,  therefore,  preferred  a  win- 
dow tax  to  a  land  tax,  becaufe  more  eafily  laid  \  and  to  an 
hearth  tax,  becaufe  it  might  be  impofed  without  dimiciliary 
viiits.         * 

Various  obje<Stions,  he  faid,  had  been  made  to  a  ftamp  tax. 
in  the  firft  place,  it  was  iaid  to  be  a  very  odious  tax ;  but, 
pur  diflike  to  a  ftamp  tax  arofe,  not  becaufe  the  tax  was  re- 
ally objedtionable,  but  becaufe  it  had  been  attempted  to  be 
Jaid  upon  us  by  a  foreign  power,  which  had  not  the  right  to 
lay  it.  Any  other  tax  which  that  pov/er  might  have  attempt- 
ed to  impofe  upon  us,  would  have  proved  equally  odious  \ 
but,  he  faid,  the  American  people  had  fenfe  enough  to  dil^ 
tinguifh  between  -k  tax  laid  by  their  own  government,  and 
the  fame  tax  forced  upon  them  by  a  foreign  power.  Ano- 
ther obje^ion  to  this  tax  was,  that  it  would  require  certain 
regulations  to  be  made  in  the  courts  of  the  different  ftates  in 
the  union  j  as  it  would  be  neceffary  to  ena<5t  that'  no  paper 
iliould  be  admitted  as  evidence  which  was  not  duly  ftamped. 
It  might  be  afl^ed,  what  power  they  had  to  do  this  ?  He 
faid  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  they  had  the  power,  as  the 
ftate  courts  and  judges  were  equally  bound  by  the  laws  of 
Congrefs,  with  the  courts  and  judges  of  the  United  States, 
and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  law  would  be  chear- 
fully  compHed  with.  With  refpe(St  to  another  objection,  it 
required  a  good  deal  of  confideration  ;  but  he  doubted  not 
it  might  be  provided  againft  by  certain  modifications  in  a 
bill,  if  the  tax  ihould  be  agreed  to.  It  was  this.  That  per- 
fons  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  unufed  to  make  their 
contracts,  in  a  formal  v/ay,  but  who  applied  to  their  neigh- 
bours to  do  it,  and  who  did  Tt  in  a  clumfy  and  imperfedl  manr 
ner.  To  fay  that  all  thefe  papers  fnould  be  fubje<5l:  to  2 
ftam^p  duty,  would  lay  fuch  perfons  under  the  necefiity  df 
applying  to  an  attorney,  to  furnilh  them  with  ftamps  and  to 
do  the  bullnefs  for  them.  This,  he  acknowledged,  would 
be  embarrafling  perfons  fo  iituated,  without  greatly  benefh> 
ting  the  revenue  •,  but  it  would  be  pGlliMe  1:0  make  provi- 
fions  to  exclude  contracts  of  a  certain  defcription,  fo  as,  to  pr^t^ 
yent  this  inconvenience. 


(       5oS       ) 

Mr.  H.  hoped,  therefore,  that  thefe  two  modes  of  reve- 
nue woul4  be  agreed  to,  which,  together  with  the  augmenta- 
tions he  had  propofed  to  the  impofts,  would  furniili  a  fuf- 
ficiency  of  revenue  for  every  purpofe  of  government.  If  the 
houfe,  however,  fhould  think  a  land  tax  preferabie,he  fhould 
fubmit. 

In  conclulion  of  thefe  remarks,  he  would  add,  what  in- 
duced him  to  be  lefs  decided  in  favour  of  indirect  fources 
than  heretofore.  At  tl>e  end  of  foj^r  years,  another  aug-; 
mentation  of  revenue  will  be  neceflary,  either  by  indirect  or 
direct  taxes.  He  was  doubtful',  therefore,  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  at  prefent  to  have  rscourfe  to  dire£t  taxes,  and 
leave  the  impofts  for  our  future  fupport.  At  that  time,  he 
faid,  after  four  years  further  experience,  they  ihouldbe  bet- 
ter able  to  judge  of  what  our  commerce  would  afford,  than 
at  prefent,  and  he  trufted,  we  fhould  he  relieved  at  that 
time  from  any  anxiety  with  refpecl  to  our  foreign  relations. 

Another  coniideration,  they  knew,  though  impofts  were 
eventually  paid  by  the  people,  yet  merchants  were  obliged 
to  pay  the  duties  in  the  hrii  inftance.  lie  knew  the  credit 
given  to  them  in  fome  cafes  was  fo  liberal,  as  to  give  them 
time  to  receive  the  duties  before  they  were  called  upon  to 
pay  them  :  in  fuch  Inftances,  the  merchant  was  only  a  fecu- 
rity  to  government  ;  but,  though  this  was  the  cafe  in  fome 
degree,  it  was  not  wholly  fo,  and  where  it  was  not  {o,  the 
merchant  was  the  lender  of  the  money  to  government.  Now 
there  mJght  be  fituations,  he  faid,  in  vvdiich  merchants  would 
not  be  able  to  do  this.  If,  for  iniliance,  any  part  of  the 
capital  of  our  merchants  be  kept  from  them  in  foreign 
countries ;  or  if,  by  any  fudden  fall  in  the  price  of  pro- 
duce, they  have  experienced  heavy  loiles,  and  were  other- 
therwife  preiTed  in  their  concerns,  it  miight  not  be  prudent 
to  call  upon  them  for  an  addition  to  the  prefent  duties.  It 
was  for  them  to  determine  how  far  our  merchants  were  at 
prefent  in  this  jQtuation,  He  believed  the  amount  of  their 
property,  at  this  time,  in  the  hands  of  foreign  powers,  was 
not  lefs  than  twelve  millions  of  dollars  ! 

Thefe  conliderations,  he  faid,  had  had  great  weight  with 
him  in  making  him  lefs  confident  in  refources  from  indirecl: 
means.  He  iuppofcd  they  would  alfo  have  fome  weight  with 
the  houfe.  He  finiflied  by  faying,  that  he  trufiied  the  com- 
mittee would  pardon  hiiT>  for  the  time  he  had  occupied, 
though  lie  perceived  the  patience  of  fome  individuals  h?4: 
long  besn  exhaulled.  .  ' 
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Mr.  Swanwick  faid  confiderable  embarraiTment  arofe  from 
the  manner  in  which  this  iiibje^l  had  been  introduced. 
They  had  directed  the  committee  of  wpys  rjid  means  to  re- 
port fuch  articles  oi  impoft  as  would  bear  an  additional  du- 
ty. They  had  made  a  report  of  three,  viz.  brown  fugar,  bo- 
hca  tea,  and  unftalned  cotton  goods.  Belides  thefe  gentle- 
men had  introduced  a  long  firing  of  other  articles.  The  con- 
feqiv^nce,  he  faid,  had  l3een,  that  the  gentleman  jiill  fat 
down  had  not  confined  himfelf  to  any  one  article,  but  had 
extended  his  view  to  the  whole,  and  had  afterwards  taken 
in  his  propoiition  for  a  tax  on  windows  and  fiamps,  and  fi- 
nillied  with  a  fort  of  preference  for  dire  if  taxes. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  he  thought  he  law  an  unwillingneis  in  the  com- 
mittee that  fo  wide  a  field  ihould  be  taken  ;  he  {lioiild  there- 
fore, conline.  his  obfervations  to  the  firfi:  refolution  before 
them,  viz.  brovvm  fugar,  any  advance  of  the  duty  upon  which, 
he  fliouid  certainly  oppofe,  for  the  following  reafons  : 

In  the  firft  place,  he  coafidered  all  taxes  upon  articles  of 
confumption,  as  operating  unequally  ;  for,  in  Ipite  of  all,  that 
had  been  faid  about  the  duties  falling  upon  the  confumer, 
they  fell  very  unequally  upon  diuerent  claifes ;  iince  a  poor 
maii^  in  man^f  inftances,  paid  as  much  as  a  rich  man ;  where- 
as, it  vras  his  opinion,  that  all  taxes  fliould  fill  upon  men  ac- 
cording to  their  ability  to  pay  them — according  to  their  real 
pofTeflions  j  but,  he  faid,  in  this  caf^,  a  niggardly  man  pays 
too  little,  and  a  liberal  man  too  mmch.  But,  Mr.  S.  faid 
there  was  another  r.bje(Slion  to  the  propofed  additional  duty 
on  brov.'n  fugar  \  it  was  a  neceflary  oi  life  very  generally 
iiied  by  the  poor,  the  dcty  would,  therefore,  fall  chiefly  up- 
on a  claft  of  the  com.munity  leaff  able  to  bear  it.  Tea, 
iweetened  vvatli  brown  fjgar,  he  believed,  v/as  as  general  and 
as  economical  a  breakfafc  as  could  be  taken  by  the  poor  in  large 
cities,  Iince  mdik  could  only  be  had  at  a  high  price,  whilffthe 
farmer  could  do  very  v^ell  with  a  much  fmaller  portion  of 
fugar.  Would  it,  then,  be  fair,  or  confonaot  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  republican  government,  he  ai^ed,  thus  to  burden 
the  poor  of  the  community  "i  He  thought  not. 

But,  it  might  be  fa-d,  the  poor  m^an  might  add  this  addi- 
tional duty  paid  on  fugar  to  his  labour  r,  but  this  would  be 
increaiing  an  evil  already  too  great,  and  from  which  caufe 
the  mianufacfures  and  agriculture  of  this  country,  at  prefent. 
languiihed,  and  which  v/ould  efFcdluahy  dcftroy  all  the  for» 
Kier^  jf  farther  encreafed.  '  '• 
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Nor  was  it  by  any  means  certain,  Mr.  S.  faid,  that  thi^ 
cncreafe  of  duty  would  produce  an  encreafe  of  revenue. 
Much  lefsj  he  faid,  from  the  difficulties  which  were  thrown 
in  the  way  of  our  commerce,  was  at  prefent  imported,  than 
heretofgrej  therefore,  it  would  not  follow,  that  becaufe  this 
article  now  produced  300,000  dollars,  that  by  laying  50  per 
cent,  upon  it,  it  would  produce  half  as  much  niore  ;  for,  as 
Dean  Swift  had  juftly  faid,  two  and  two  does  not  always 
make  four  in  cuftom-houfe  calculations.  If  it  were  fo,  no- 
thing would  be  more  eafy  than  for  a  Financier  to  calculate 
the  certainty  of  revenue.  The  mines  of  Potoii,  nor  any 
other,  would  be  equal  to  fuch  means  of  railing  money  5  but 
he  believed  the  duties  on  impofls  had  gone  as  far  as  they 
could  reafonably  be  carried. 

He  was  not  convinced  that  an  additional  duty  upon  brown 
fugar,  would  not  do  an  eiTcntial  injury  to  the  manufa<Sloi-y 
of  refined  Tugar,  They  had  fecn,  by  a  report  which  had 
been  made  the  other  day  on  the  petition  of  a  manufacturer 
of  chocolate,  that  the  article  of  cocoa  produced  more  duty 
when  it  only  paid  tv>^o  cents  than  now  it  paid  four.  The 
reafoii  was  obvious,  when  at  two  cents,  the  manufa£lure  of 
chocolate  was  conliderable,  but  lince  it  was  four, "that  rianu- 
fadlure  had  been  confiderably  injured.  And  how,  h^  afked, 
would  an  additional  duty  on  brown  fugar  operate  in  this  re- 
fpecl  ?  Would  it  not  caufe  a  greater  export  of  jihe  raw  fugar, 
and  confequently  a  greater  drawback  to  be  paid,  and  difcou- 
rage  the  manufacture  of  fine  fugar  ?  It  certainly  wpuld  have 
that  effedl.  Whoever  would  look  into  the  lail  report  on  this 
fubje<5t,  would  find  that  thirty-foi$r  millions  lbs.  weight  of 
raw  fugar  had  been  exported  in  the  courfe  of  one  year.  An 
additional  duty  would  have  h  tendency  alfo  to  diminifh  the 
confumption  by  making  the  laborious  poor  fubflitute  mo^^ 
JaiTes  in  its  ftead. 

As  he  had  before  (lated,  he  fliould  confine  his  obferva- 
-tions  at  prefent  on  brown  fugar  :  but  when  the  other  arti- 
cles came  under  confideration,  he  fhould  have  forae  remarks 
tp  offer  upon  them. 

Mr.  Gallatin  conceived  the  whole  iubj eel  of  indirect  taxes 
to  be  before  them,  though  the  firft  refolution  refpeding 
brown  fugar,  might  be  firfi:  in  order. 

Mr.  G.  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  follow  the  gentleman 
from  South-Carohna  through  the  whole  of  his  obfervations, 
with  refpe<5l  to  the  prefent  or  paft  produce  of  the  duty  upon 
this  or  that  articls^  and  infer  from  thence  what  an  additipnal 


t       Sii       ) 

fum  laid  upon  it  would  produce.  Tliat  gentkman  Kad 
twice  already  given  them,  in  fubftance  the  fame  account ;  it 
was  unneceflary,  therefore,  to  go  over  that  ground  again ; 
yet,  as  he  had  given  them  a  caution,  which  he  ought  himfelf 
rather  to  have  obfervedj  he  v/ould  make  an  obfervation  or 
two  upon  his  flatementi 

Mr.  G.  here  took  notice  of  what  he  coticeived  to  be  er- 
rors ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  acknowledged  the  gentleman 
deferved  credit  for  the  efforts  he  had  made  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  fubjcfV  ;  that  it  was  an  extremely  difficult 
one  to  come  at  accuratenefs  upon,  and  that  the  only  conelu- 
fion  he  could  draw  was,  that  there  were  fomc  articles,  the 
duty  upon  which  might  be  increafed,  but  to  what  amount 
could  not  be  faid* 

Mr;  G.  faid,  he  woiild  fully  agree  with  the  gentleman 
that  two  of  the  articles  which  he  had  enumerated,  might 
produce  additional  revenue  from  an  inereafe  of  duty,  viz.  fait 
and  fugar ',  but  not.  in  the  proportion  of  the  duty  laid  :  to  af- 
certain  the  amount,  would  require  a  different  calculation 
from  any  which  had  been  made. 

When  he  rofe,  he  faid,  he  meant  only  to  make  a  few  ob- 
fervationsj  and  to  follow  them  with  a  motion  for  the  com- 
mittee to  rife,  with  a  view  of  having  it  difcharged  from  a 
further  confideration  of  the  fubje^l:.  He  meant  to  fliew  that 
it  was  not  necelTary  to  inereafe  the  revenue  by  means  of  in- 
dire£l  taxes,  at  the  fame  time,  he  would  fay,  that  he  had  no 
cxpe<Slation  that  the  bill  for  laying  a  dire^  tax  would  paf» 
this  year.  And  he  would  go  farther,  and  fay  that  he  would 
not  vote  at  all  for  the  prefcnt  bill  as  it  now  ftood. 

He  faid  he  would  ihew)^  that  it  was  not  neceffary  to  raifc 
any  additional  revenue  for  the  prefcnt  year.  He  had  always 
faid  that  the  inereafe  was  wanted  for  1801.  The  reafon 
which  feemed  to  induce  the  gentleman  from  South-Carolina 
to  be  in  favour  of  direct  taxes,  was,  that  if  revenue  was  now 
raifed,  there  would  be  wanted  a  farther  advance  in  the  year 
1801.  The  truth  was,  that  the  revenue  now  wanted  was 
for  that  year.  If  the  fadt  were  denied,  he  could  call  upon 
any  gentleman  to  prove  that  the  revenue  of  the  prefent  year 
will  not  be  fufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure.  They  had 
received  no  eftimate  to  this  effccl  ;  nor  had  any  hint  been 
given  from  the  trealliry  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  G.  faid  he  would  mention  the  datas  upon  which  he 
grounded  his  opinioni  If  he  fhould  be  miliaken  in  any 
particular,  he  hoped  he  fhould  be  put  right. 
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He  found  tlizt  during  the  prefent  year^  we  had  to' pay  aii 
annuity  on  the  foreign  Dutch  debt,   which  with  the  intereft 
would  amount,  he  believed,  though  he  could  not  ftate  pre- 
cifely    as  he   had  net  papers  before    him,  to   about  three 
millions  nine  hundred  thoufand  dollars.     New,  jaid  be,  we 
have  to  add  to  this,  the  current  expencss  of  the  year,  the  to- 
tal amount  of  which  vv^ould  be  found,  by  the  eftimate,  to  be 
2,130^,852,  to  which  muft  be  placed  the  40,000  dollars  an-j 
nually  appropriated  for  foreign  intercourfe  -^not  included  in 
this  eftimate-     Thefe  three  items  made  about  6,100^000  doi« 
lars.     Dedu6t  from  this  fum  a  favihg  iii  the  naval  and  mili^ 
tary  eftablifhments  of  at  leaft  2oo<,ooo;  but,  having  yefler- 
day  received  an  eftimste    in  the  deficiency  of  contingent 
expences  of  20O3O00  dollars,  he  fuppofed,  that  qne  of  thefe 
items  would  balance  the  other.     If  there  were  added  to  this 
fum  30o>ooo  dollars  as  an  extraordinary  fum  for  defraying: 
the  expence  of  intercourfe  with  foreign  nations,  this  would 
make  a  total  of  expence  of  about  6,400,000  dollars.     In  this 
eftimate,  it  was  true,  that  no  provilion  was  made  for  paying 
any  inftalment  of  debt*     It  went  upon  the  fuppoiition  that 
the  money  now  due  would  coritinue  to  be  due.     Tlie  debts 
owing  were  the  foreign  debt  due  to  Holland,  and  the  debt  due 
to  the  banks  j  for  the  payment  of  the  laft  of  which  they  had 
Jafl:  year  provided,  by  empowering  the  commiffioners  of  the 
finking  fund  to  borrow  money  at  6  per  cent,  and  to  fell  our 
fhares  in  Bank  Stock.    The  Bank  Stock  had  not  been  wholly 
fold,  and  therefore  if  it  were  neceffary  to  make  any  additi-' 
onal  payment  to  the  bank,  it  might  be  made  from  that  fource  5 
for,  however  great  the  wants  of  the  bank  might  have  been^ 
they  had  not  thought  proper  to  have  more  of  the  bank  Ihares 
fold,  than  to  the  amount  of  1,200,000  dollars. 

There  was  no  other  provilions  to  be  made  but  for  the  pay- 
mcnt  for  the  infhalments  of  the  foreign  debt,  as  they  became 
due  3  and  until  the  year  1801,  thefe  were  from  160,000  to 
400,000  dollars  a  year.  Suppoilng  it  to  be  the  latter  fum 
for  this  year,  this  would  make  the  whole  expence  6,800,000 
dollars. 

With  refpecSt  to  the  revenue,  whatever  doubts  might  be 
entertained  as  to  future  impofts,  there  could  be  none  as  to' 
what  would  become  due  this  year,  as,  thefe  arofe  from  tliie 
year  1 796.  The  amount  of  revenue  for  1 796  commencing 
with  06lober  1795,  to  the  fame  month  in  1 796,  was  upwards 
of  6j8oo,ooo  dollars,  viz. 
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For  duties  on  impofts  and  tonnage,  d_,  135,000 

Internal  revenue,               -              -»  469,00a 

Poftage,                  -                     -  58,000 
Intereft  on   Bank  Stock,   [dedudling  1 

10,000  dollars  on  account  of  what  >  150,000 
had  been  fold]                                    j 

6,802,000 

This,  Mr.  G.  faid,  was  the  amount  of  the  revenue  for  the 
year.  1796,  and  receivable  in  1797,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  revenue  of  1797  would  be  at  leaft  equal  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  that  year.  The  only  queftion  was,  would  the  re- 
venue of  1797  be  equal  to  that  of  1796.  They  all  knew 
there  had  been  a  great  increafe  of  importations.  Befides, 
he  laid,  fome  parts  of  the  internal  revenues  would  be  more 
produftivc  than  heretofore,  from  regulations  which  had  ta- 
ken place  in  them.  He  mentioned  wini  licenfes,  auctions 
and  carriages.  P^lore  than  150,000  dolhrs  additional  would, 
be  received  from  thefe  fources  ;  fo  that  if  the  impofts  fell 
ihort  fo  much,  the  revenue  would  remain  the  fame  as  at  pre^ 
fent. 

If  this  ftatement  were  true,  this  conclufion  arofe,  viz.  that 
no  additional  revenue  was  wanted  for  the  prefent  expences 
of  government  this  feilion.  Whatever  additional  revenue 
was  wanted,  was  wanted  with  a  view  to  the  demands  of 
J  80 1,  and  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  If  then,  there 
was  no  immediate  necellity  for  additional  revenue,  he  thought 
it  would  be  beft  riot  to  do  any  thing  more  this  feffion  than 
to  endeavour  to  mature  a  permanent  plan  to  be  carried  inta 
€fFe(ft  at  the  next,  and,  therefore,  that  it  would  not  be  de- 
Arable  to  increafe  the  duty  upon  any  article  of  impoft  that 
-»ny  gentleman  might,  from,  perhaps,  whim  or  caprice,  fug- 
geft,  liace  this  would  afford  no  effectual  fource.  For,  faid 
he,  though  we  have  fufiicient  evidence  before  us,  tl^at  the 
revenue  of  1797  will  be  equal  to  the  expenditure,  we  have 
not  fufhcient  information  to  convince  us  that  any  additional 
duty  laid  upon  the  articles  propoied,  will  produce  additional 
revenue.  And  indeed,  there  was  not  time,  during  the  prefent 
fefiionj  to  determine  upon  any  tax  (if  there  fhould  be  a  difpo- 
iition  to  do  it)  fuch  as  had  been  propofed,  on  windows  or 
iiamps. 

If,  he  faid,  therp  v.^as  an  immediate  v/ant  of  money,  and 
government  muft  ilop  if  it  v/as  not  procured,  as  a  direct  tax 
could  not  be  laid  this  feffion  fo  as  to  produce  immediace  re- 

Vol-  IL  3  T  ^ 


(      5M      ) 

fkim^ylic  Would  have  confented  to  afs  increaie  of  duty  bU 
fome  articles  of  impoft  ;  but  this  was  not  the  cafe. 

For  thcfe  reafons,  and  in  order  to  giv€  time  to  prepare  the 
t)illfor  laying  a  diredl  tax  at  the  next  feffion,  when  the  fub- 
jefts  ^f  dire£l  and  indiredl  taxes  coold  be  fully  difcuiTed,  and 
that  afdopted  #hich  appeared  befl  calculated  to  anfwer  the 
wilhed  £ot  end,  that  they  might  novV  go  on  and  amend  the 
bill  for  laying  a  diredl  tax,  without  palling  it,  he  woiild  move 
that  the  committee  rife,  in  order  to  be  difcharged  from  a 
further  conlideratlbn  of  the  fubjedl. 

Mr.  Bijck,  faid,  it  appeared  now  to  be  difcovefed  that  #e 
liad  BO  accafion  for  additional  revenue.  It  was  unaccounta- 
ble to  him  tha£  ^his  difcovery  was  not  made  foonen  If  would 
he  recoliet^led,  that  lafl:  felKon  the  gentleman  from  PennfyU' 
tania,  Mr.  Gallatiri,  undertook  to  fhew  tliat  there  had  been 
nn  augmentation  of  the  debt  to  the  amount  of  two  miHi6ns;>' 
and  uniformly  prefTed  the  neceffity  of  going  into  a  diredl  taxy 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  lio  dependence  could  be  placed  on 
indire<ft  fources ;  but  now,  upon  a  fudden,  it  was  difcoVered 
that  no  augmentation  of  ^eVenile  was  waftted.  He  could 
iiot  reconcile  this  condutSt  j  not  Was  he  convinced  that  no 
augitientation  of  revenue-was  neceiTary,  On  the  contrary^  he 
believed  it  vfould  be  necellary  to  augment  indirect  taxes  as 
far  as  they  would  bear,  and  wheii  that  was  done,  that  refort 
fhould'be  had  to  a  direct  tax. 

It  had  been  referred  to  the  fecretary  of  the  treeifury,  Mr, 
Buck  laid,  to  report  upon  what  articles  of  indirect  taxatioii 
an  additional  impoft  could  be  laid,  and  he  had  repotted  his 
opinion  upon  the  fubjec^.  That  report  haid  been  referred  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  they  had  rei)orted 
upon  it,  recommending  three  different  articles  upon  vi^hich 
an  additional  revenue  might  be  raifed  ;  but,  when  they  were 
aboiie  to  go  into  a  difcuffion  of  the  fubjecl,  they  were  told  tliere 
#as  ii<>  neceflity  for  additional  revenue.  This,  he  faid,  was' 
very  eitraordiilary.  He  hoped,  howevef,  the  committee 
would  not  rife,  bi:ft  proceed  with  the;  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  if  the  gentleman  juft  fat  down  would 
advert  to  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  former  Occafibns,  it 
would  be  found  that  it  was  no  hew  difcovery  that  the  reve- 
nue of  the  prefent  year  would  be  equal  to  its  expenditure,; 
The  gentleman  himfelf  was  on  the  committee  of  ways  and 
m^ans  laft  year,  and  muft  have  known  his  fentiments! 
ois  that  fubje<St.  (Mr.  G.  read  an  extract  from  the  report  of 
tkM  eoi»mittee_,  on  the  fubje<^  of  farther  revenue,  which  eon^ 
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^rmed  his  opinion  that  the  prefent  revenue  would  proy^ 
fufficient  till  the  year  1801.)  Mr,  G.  faid,  it  was  upon  thajt 
report  that  a  diredl  tax  originated,  and  he  had  never,  from 
the  time  that  hefirfi:  y/as  upon  the  committee  Ql  v^rays  and 
means,  held  any  other  opinion  than  that  the  prefent  revgrs 
iiue  would  be  equal  to  the  prefent  expence. 

As  to  what  he  had  faid  vvith  refpe£t  to  the  increafe  of  the 
public  debt,  that  had  nothing  to  do  v^^ith  the  fubje<5l ,  becaufc 
the  revenue  of  1792,  1793  and  ^794>  was  not  equal  to  thq 
expenditure  of  thofe  years,  this  could  not  Have  i2,'%y  cffe£\.  upr 
on  the  prefent  time. 

Mr.  "Williams  believed  the  revenue  might  be  fufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditure  •,  but  he  a&ed  whether  it  would  be 
provident  to  have  only  juft  enough,  efpecially  when  there 
was  an  ^ppreheniion  that  our  commerce  might  meet  with 
confiderable  obftru<5i:ion.  Although  he  was  for  reducing  the 
military  eftablilhment,  which  meafure  had  been  defe:*ted  by 
a  majority  of  that  houfe,  he  did  not  wim  to  prevent  the  col-. 
leclion  offufficicncy  of  revenue.  Whatever  vvas  more  than 
the  expenditure,  vv^oulJ  be  Vv'ell  applied  in  difcharging  a  part 
of  our  debt.  An  addidonai  fum  might  be  very  ealily  raifed 
fron;i  fugar,  and  Irom  feveral  other  articles,  without  much 
trouble,  and  the  next  feiiion  there  would  be  more  time  for 
jnatuiing  a  direci:  tax.  He  hoped  the  committee,  therefor^ 
would  not  rife. 

Mr.  Henderfon  hoped  the  committee  would  not  rife. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  had  given  two  reafons. 
for  the  riling  of  the  committee  •,  one  becaufe  no  revenue  was, 
at  prefent  w^anted,  and  that  therefore  it  v/as,  not  necelTary  to 
go  into  the  fa bjecft  this  feflion.  His  other  reafon  wa?  chat 
^hey  had  not  information  fiifiicient  upon  which  to  ground 
any  calculation  with  refpecito  the  produ^ftivenefs  of  any  tax 
which  might  be  propofed.  With  refpect  to  the  preferit;  re- 
venue being  fufhcient,  he  had  nauch  doubt,  as  the  lofs  froiQ 
fpoliations  committed  by  foreigneJrs  upon  our  commerce 
^ould  doubtkfs  be  great,  and  conf^quently  reduce  our  re- 
fources.  It  was  on  this  account,  that  the  propoiitions  for 
augmenting  the  revenue  had  been  brought  fonyard.  Ever^f. 
gentleman  w],>o  had  fpoken  on  the  fubjevlt,  had  touche4  upon 
the  neceiiity  of  meeting  the  defalcation,  and  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  eafieft  v\^ay  of  doing  this  \yould  be  my  means 
of  an  addition  of  duty  to  forpe  of  the  articles,  of  import. 
Confiderable  time  had  been  fbent  upoR  the  fiibjecf^  ?-n4.  h^ 
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lipped  tliey  fliould  go  through  with  it.     A  contrary  conduct, 
he  thought,  would  appear  inconfiftent.  , 

With  refpe^l  to  documents  upon  which  to  found  an  ad- 
ditional impoft,  he  believed  they  had  the  befl  that  could  be 
got  J  though  that  gentleman  liad  faid,  particular  items  liad 
not  been  brought  forward,  according  to  the  whim  or  capricd 
of  members;  they  had  the  ftatement  of  the  fecretary  of  the 
ti'eafury  giving  an  account  of  the  amount  of  duty  produced 
by  every  taxable  article  fince  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
fent  government.  '  This  document  not  only  prefented'a  view 
of  the  amount  produced  by  each  feparate  article,  but  the  com- 
parative amount  of  one  year  with  unother ;  from  which  a 
judgment  might  be  formed,  whether  the  duty  had  checked 
the  importations,  or  the  contrary.  This  being  the  cafe,  and 
having  got  the  bufinefs  matured,  he  hoped  they  fliould  fully 
confider  the  fubje6t,  and  not  abandon  it  without  examina- 
tion.  •      '"  ^     '    ■'      :■   -^  ■•     -  "i    ■■--■■'■'—'  • 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  he  fliould  be  cxcufed  from  the  cenfure 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  becaufehe  had  before  ftated 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  be  equal  to  the  expendi- 
ture. ~He  had  examined  the  eftimate  which  had  been  laid 
before  that  houfe  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,' and  found 
that,  until  theyear  1801,  the  revenue  would  be  fufficiehtJ 
He  was,  however,  for  going  into  the  fytfem  of  diredl  taxation, 
to  fee  whether  the  plan  could  be  carried  into  execution;  if 
it  could  7t  Vv^oLild'be  a  deiirable  thing.  He  fhould,  there- 
fore, befor'the  cc.mmittee's  rifmg;  becaufe,  if  they  did  not 
go  focyn  into  the  fubjecl,  there  would  not  be  tim.e  for  them 
and  the  Senate  to  difcufs  the  fubjedt  of  direct  taxes.  He 
formed  his  opinion  from  different  documents  from  thofe 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  had  had  recourfe  to ; 
he  had  had  recourfe  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treafury,  on  the  iiibjeft  of  diredl  taxes,  but  iie  beheved,  in 
efFect,  they  would  amount  to  much  the  fame  thing. 

DEBT 

From    1796  to  1801  inclufive,  the  payment  required  as  well 

for  intereft  as  the  average  principal  to  be  difcharged,  ' 

will  be,  -  -  -         £,  4,729,398- 

Annual  expenditures,  on  the  payment  of  C£lo-  ' 

-    ■    bcr  1795  to  1796,  '  -  -  2,000,000 

.^•^/7  29>39S 
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From  I  So  I  to  I'Sop  inclufive,  the  fame  payments 

required,  will  be         -  -         -         ;^-  5jS77,G94 

Annual  expenditures,  -  ■=  2,000,000 

£'  7>B77>094 


From   1 8 10  to    1818  inclufive,  the  fam^e  pay- 

rrients  will  require,  -  -         ^.4,619,668 

Annual  expenditures,         -         -         -         -         2,000,000 


£.  6,619,668 


RECEIPTS 

From  the  ift  of  October  1795,  till  the   30th  of  September 

i']^6y  were  actually 
On  duties  of  impofts  and  tonnage,  -  £-  ^}^35}^9(y 

internal  revenue,  -  -  -  409,579 

Poftage,  .  „  ,.  »  58,909 

Dividend  on  bank  {lock,  -  -  160,000 


£'  6,823,6^ 
Intereft  on  ftock  purchafed  and  redeemed  J    '  88,636 


£•  %I2,320 


From  this  ftatement,  it  will  appear^  that  if  the  revenue  of 
1796  can  be  relied  on,  that  jtwill  be  found  equal  to  all  ex- 
penditures untilthe  year  1800.  From^  that  period,  we  Ihall 
require  an  additional  revenue  of  ^.  964,774;  fay  one  milli- 
on, until  the  year  1809  inclufive.  At  which  time  the  Dutch 
debt  being  paid  off,  the  demand  leiTens,  fo  as  to  fall  within 
the  amount  of  the  prefent  revenues  of  the  United  States. — It 
will  be  fair  to  fuppofe  that  the  revenues  will  increafe  equal  to 
any  ordinary  rife  in  exp.ence.  - 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  with  refpe^  to  the  fam  faid  to  arife 
"from  the  poftage  of  letters,  if  the  bill  which  had  pafTed  that 
houfe  went  into  a  law,  he  did  not  think  there  v/ould  be  a  An- 
gle dollar  faved  from  that  fource.  In  their  calculations  of 
expenditure,  gentlemen  had  not  taken  in  any  eftimate  for  for- 
tifications.    They  had  had  a  report  on  that  fubje<51:,  and  he 


(       SIS      ) 

believed  it  would  be  nsceiTary  that  fomc  money  fhould  he  ex-, 
pemded  in  that  wa)^  He  thought  there  were  other -expen^^ 
ces  not  included  in  the  eftimate  made.    . 

Mr.  Dayton,  (the  Speaker)  laid,  that  if  themotipn  for  the 
committee  to  rife  and  be  difcharged  from  the  farther  conli- 
deratioii  of  the  plans  for  improving  the  iyftem  of  indireft  tax- 
ation, was  the  refult  of  a  conviction  that  it  would  be  unne- 
ceSary  to  encreafe  the  revenue  at  this  time,  he  flioiild  cheer- 
fully give  it  his  aflent.  Thinking  however  that  the  objedt  of 
difciarging  the  committee  was  to.  fmooth  and  better  prepare. 
the  way  for  a  land  tax,  he  iliould  be  decidedly  oppofed  to  it. 
He  had  expreffed  a  Ijelief  that  by  laying  additional  duties  up-f 
on  four  or  five  articles  of  importation,  which  were  too  bulky 
to  be  fmuggled,  and  eafy,  certain  and  cheap  in  their  colie6li« 
on,  the  revenues  from  that  fource  would  he  fo.  far  improved 
nnd  enlarged,  as  to  render  the  income  equal  tothe  exigencies  of 
governm.ent. '  Itwas  coiiliftent  and  politic  in  thofe  gentlemen, 
however,  who  had  compofedthe  majority  in  tavor  of  the.abftardl: 
priDpoiitiaii  for  direcl  taxes,  to  advocate  this  motion  for  abandon- 
ing the  attempt  to  improve  the  impoft  duties,  which  ftoodmucli 
in  the  way  of  their  favorite  fyftem.  Their  arguments  in  fa-r 
vour  of  that  fyftem  would  be  ftrcngthened  in  the  proportion 
that  they  could  encreafe  the  necelhties  of  the  government, 
and  check  the  inveftigation  and  adoption  of  other: new  fcurces 
of  revenue.  The  majority  had  it  undoubtedly  in  their  power, 
to  forbid  by  their  vote  the  difcuffion  and  coniideration  of  any 
plan  which  tended  to  countera6i:  theirs. — If  they  did  fo,  and  if 
they  afterwards  forced  upon  the  minority  the  difeullion  of 
their  own,  he  for  one,  Mr.  Dayton  faid,  fhould  think  himfelf 
warranted  to  decline  entering  into  its  merits,  and  to  oppole 
the  bill  upon  a  more  general  principle  of  it's  being  unneceflary 
and  unadvifeable  fo  icon  to  refort  to  a  land  tax  under  any  mo- 
dification whatever. 

Mr-  Gallatin  faid,  when  he  was  up  before,  he  had  declarr- 
ed,  that  he  did  not  wiih  the  fyftem  for  laying  a-  DirecTc  Tax, 
to  be  carried  this  year.  He  did  not  know,  therefore,  what 
the  gentleman  meant,  by  faying  it  was  a  politic  meafure  to  get. 
rid  of  thfj  bufmefsj  in  order  to  fmooth  the  way  for  a  direct 
tax.  If  this  had  not  been  his  view,  he  w^ould  not  have  made 
the  declaration  he  had  made  it,  becaiife  he  conlidered  himfelf- 
as  bound  by  it.  He  wiflied  to  have  the  bill  amended,  and 
go  out  to  the  people  as  a  propofition -;  but  farther  he  did  not 
wifli  to  go  at  prefent.     He  therefore  thought,  after  this    ex-_ 
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piicit  declaratiorij  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  kft  up  -ft-as  un- 
candid. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  the  warmeft  friends  of  a  dire£l  tax  did 
not  expe£lit  would  he  in  the  power  of  the  houfe  to  modify 
the  bill  fo  as  to  pafs  it  this  feffioh.  He  was  not  himfeif 
willing  to  vote  for  th^  bill  as  reported  ;  but  he  doubted  not 
it  might  be  fo  amended,  as  that  he  flioiild  be  induced  to  vote 
for  it ;  becatile  he  was  convinced  the  necelTary  revenue  could 
hot  be  raifed  from  the  articles  prbpofed^  The  three  articles 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  had  reported  as  moi^ 
likely  to  produce  additional  revenue,  might  produce  a  fmall 
fum  ;  btit  cotild  not  be  reckoned  as  a  fubftitute  for  a  direft 
tax,  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  alternative  by  which  to 
fupply  the  wants  of  government. 

With  reipe^  to  the  arguments  ufed  in  favour  of  indire<^ 
taxes,-  viz.  that  they  were  certain  and  eafy  of  collcftion,  he 
thought  they  were  againft  their  adoption.  The  great  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  S.Carolina  for  an  increafe  of 
duties  upon  certain  articles,  was,  becaufe  their  eonfumption 
nad  increafed,:  It  was  ftrange  that  any  gentleman  fhouldlay 
Hrefs  upon  thi%  fince  within  thefe  few  years,  the  price  of 
labour  had  nearly  doubled,  and  if  the  increafe  of  eonfumption 
were  compared  with  the  increafed  price  of  labour,  it  wpuld 
Hot  be  found  to  have  kept  pace  with  it. 

Another  objedt  had  been  mentioned  for  producing  revenue, 
iiz.  a  Widow  tax.  It  was  the  greated;  abfurdity,  he  faid,  to 
think  of  making  an  artidie  of  caprice,  a  mean  of  furnilliing 
revenue.  From  what  circumstance  had  a  man  a  houfe  of  this 
or  that  fize,  but  from  his  tafte  or  caprice.  Such  a  tax  would 
fall  very  unequally.  For  inilance,  if  one  man  had  tv»  o  thouf- 
and  acres  of  land,  and  another  had  lobo  acres  of  laiid,  and 
the  value  of  another  thoufand  in  money,  though  their  for- 
tunes were  equal,  they  would  not  equally  contribute  to  this 
tax.  The  man  who  had  the  money  would  immediately  build 
himfeif  a  commodious  houfe,  but  he  whofe  property  was 
wholly  in  land,  might  fpcnd  half  his  life  before  he  got  a  com- 
fortable houfe  erected.  This  obje6l  v/as  therefore  a  matter 
of  more  whim  and  accident,  and  a  very  improper  one  of 
taxation. 

An  obje£lion  to  indirecl  taxes  altogether,  v/as>  that  the 
expence  of  collection  greatly  counterbalanced  the  facility  with 
which  they  v/ere  raifed  |  for,  before  the  money  cams  into  the 
treafury,  there  were  three  colleclicns  and  two  infurances  paid 
for,  which  would  not  amount  to  lefs  than  50  per    cent  5    as^ 
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there  was  not  only  the  immediate  colkclbr  of  thefe  duties  to 
nay,  but  alfo  two  merchants,  and  they  muft  all  be  indemni- 
lied  for  the  ri&  they  riiii  of  Ibiing  the  revenue,  which  would 
not  be  done,  without  an  adequate  charge.  It  would,  there- 
fore, become  a  matter  well  v/orth  cbniiderationi  whether, 
becaufe  this  money  could  be  drawn  with  facility  from  the 
people,  it  would  warrant  fo  much  more  being  drawn  from 
them  than  would  be  neceffary,  if  the  expence  of  collecStion 
were  moderate.  He  believed  it  would  not ,  arid  that  the 
people  had  underftanding  fufficient  to  know  that  it  was  beft 
to  fupport  goveriiraient  in  the  leaft  expeniive  way,  iince  all 
money  for  its  fupport  came  from  them,  and  that  50  per,  cent 
was  too  much  to  be  paid  for  the  accommodation  of  having 
their  money  infenlibly  drawn  from  them. 

With  refpecl  to  our  Revenue  being  fullieient  to  meet  our 
prefent  expences,  he  believed  gentlemen  were  correct  in  their 
Oatements  ;  but  if  a  tax  mull  be  laid,  he  fhould  be  in  favour 
of  a  direct  tax,  as  the  faireft  and  cheapeft  way  of  collecting 
money  for  the  expences  of  governments 

Mr.  Kitchell  faid,  he  had  attended  to  the  ftatements  which 
had  been  given  to  them  by  the  gentlemen  from  Pennfylvania 
and  Maryland  (Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  S.  Smith.)  It  was  their 
opinion  our  prefent  refources  would  be  fufficient  till  the  year 
1801,  and  therefore,  that  it  was  not  necefrar3r  to  go  into  a. 
coniideration  witli  refpeft  to  additional  revenue  till  next  year. 
But,  Mr.  K,  believed,  if  they  conlidered  the  probable  defi- 
ciency which  was  likely  to  take  place  in  the  impofts  of  this 
year,  they  could  not  reckon  with  any  certainty  upon  the  re- 
venues to  be  derived  therefrom  in  the  year  1798*  He  was 
ready  to  acknowledge  the  revenues  of  1 796  would  pay  the 
expences  of  this  year,  but  he  doubted  mu*ch  whether  thofe  of 
this  year  would  be  equal  to  the  expences  of  next.  He  thought 
it,  therefore,  necelTary  to  provide  additional  revenue  at  this 
time,  or  the  deficiency  might  overtake  them,  before  they 
were  prepared  to  meet  it. 

But  gentlemen  faid  at  the  next  feffion  of  Congrefs  they 
would  bring  forward  a  fyftem  for  colle<5ling  a  diredl  tax*  Mr. 
K.  faid  he  was  oppofed  to  this  mode  of  railing  money,  if  it 
could  be  avoided ;  and,  as  long  as  other  means  of  raifing  re- 
venue were  palTed  over,  he  could  not  agree  to  go  into  this 
meafurej  for,  he  conceived  that  a  dire<5t  tax  would  fall  un- 
equally, both  upon  ftates  and  individuals ;  for,  as  the  tax 
was  to  be  laid  upon  the  /fates  according  to  the  laft  cenfusj 
and  Iince  that  time  many  ftates  had  greatly  increafed,  whilft 
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otliers  had  remained  nearly  flationary,  it  WQuld  be  unequal 
iathat  refped;  arid,  when  they  \vent  into  the  bill,  it  would 
be  found,  it  could  hot  be  fo  laid,  as  to  fall  in  any  diegrec  e- 
qually  upon  different  claffes  of  citizens;  for,  th'cJligh  the  comi- 
miffioners  to  be  appointed  were  to  be  vefted  with  legiflatiye 
and  judicial  powers,  it  could  not  be  made  to  bear  fo  equally 
as  an  indire^l  tax.  It  had  beerl  faid  that  the  colie6i:ion  of  an 
indirecl  tax  was  expeniive.  He  admitted  it;  but  what  fhoiild 
they  get  in  thi^  refpe<Sl,  by  adopting  a  dire<ft  tax,  Another 
horde  of  officers  miifl:  be  appointed^  arid  as  great  an  expencc 
would  attend  the  raifirig  of  1,200,000  dollars  from  this 
fource,  as  wa^  paid  for  6  or  7  thillidhs  from,  indiredl  means* 
He  could  neter>  therefore,'  eonfent  to  abandon  indirect  ta:5tes 
for  the  purpofe  of  adoptiiig  a  direcSt  tax  :  heihould  of  courfe, 
be  againft  the  committee's  rifing,  in  order  that  the  propo- 
titions  for  raifing  additional  i-eteilue  from  exifting  taxes,- 
might  be  confidered.  ,  . 

Mi".  W.  Smith  had  tiO  obje6lion  id  the  committee's  riling, 
as  the  houf  of  adjournmient  was  at  hand  ;  but  he  Hoped  it 
would  beperiiiitted  to  lit  again,  becaufe  he  thought  it  was 
right  to  give  gentlemen  #hd  wefe  bppofed  td  dire£l  taxes,  an 
opportunity  of  bringing  forward  every  object  of  ari  indire£l 
kind  upon  v.rhich  they  thought  an  aditional  duty  ought  to  be 
laid,  that  if  hereafter  it  fhould  be  neceflary  td  lay  a  dirc£l: 
tax^  they  itiight  vindicate  themfelves  by  faying  they  had  done 
all  in  their  power  to  raife  the  rieceffary  revenue,  without 
effedlj  by  means  of  indirect  taxes. 

Mr.  S.  faid  there  was  confiderable  ^mbarraffinerst  in  this 
buiineis.  Gentlemen  in  favour  of  iridiredt  taxes,  from  the 
prefent  high  duties  and  the  embarrafTments  upon  commercej 
could  have  no  certainty  of  any  addition  which  might  be  made 
to  the  prefent  diities,  being  produ^live  §  and' gentlemen  who 
thought  with  liim^  that  however  fuccefsful  our  cdmnierce 
might  be,  a  fufficiency  of  revenue  to  meet  our  ivants  toukl 
not  be  drawn  from  indirect  fources,  wefe  unwilling  to  in- 
creafe  the  duty  upon  the  two  or  three  articles  reported  as 
moft  likely  io  produce  additional  reveniv,  thinking  the  duty 
already  fufficiently  high. 

There  was  another  fource  of  revenue  which  had  been  pro« 
poiedj  which  xvould  be  free  frorii  the  embatraffment  to 
"H^hich  a  duty  on  irripofts  was  liable,  %'izo  that  of  ftamps*  This 
fpecics  of  tax  \^as  equallir  freed  from  the  obje<5tions  brought 
agaiiill:  direct  and  indirect  taxes,  and  had  therefore  the  ad- 
'Vantage  of  neither  belns  clalled  vnth  the  one  or  the  other» 
-     Vol  II.     ,  ^  3  U 
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It  would  be  feen  whether  fuch  a  kind  of  tax  on  (lamps 
could  be  devifea  as  would  prove  acceptable  to  that  houfe. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  difcuflion,  gentlemen  had  doubted 
whether  any  revenue  at  all  was  at  prefent  neceffary.  He 
faid  he  had  paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  this  fubje£l,  but 
he  differed  from  thofe  gentlemen  in  opinion.  There  were 
but  few  things  upon  which  to  ground  a  certain  decific-n ;  a 
great  deal,  he  faid,  muft  depend  upon  conjedlure.  They 
had  not  yet  pafled  the  appropriations  for  the  civil  lift,  mili- 
tary or  naval  eftablilhments  ;  therefore,  no  deduftions  could 
with  certainty  be  made  from  thefe  items.  So  with  refped: 
to  our  revenue  5  the  uncertainty  of  what  the  amount  of  this 
might  be>  not  only  from  the  fpoliations  which  were  commit- 
ted upon  our  commerce  by  foreign  pov/ers,  but  from  the 
prefent  embarraiunents  of  our  merchants,  was  great.  There 
was  no  fa<Sl  from  which  tcJ  draw  a  conclulion.  Gentlsmeia 
made  their  own  inferences  5  but  from  the  beft  information 
he  could  get,  he  believed  the  revenue  would  fall  fhort  of 
what  it  had  been  calculated.  The  gentleman  from  Pennfyl- 
vania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  had  ftated  the  amount  of  the  intereft, 
■and  of  our  foreign  debt,  to  be  3,900,000  dollars.  He  had 
eftimated  another  objeft  (foreign  intercourfe)  at  300,000. 
Thefe  might  be  nearly  right  j  but  the  fame  gentleman  had 
calculated  upon  a  redu£licn  of  the  military  eftablifhment  of 
250,000  dollars.  Now  he  had  enquired  from  the  fecretary 
of  war,  what  faying  could  be  made  under  this  head,  and  he 
didnot  confider  that  there  would  be  any  faving  at  all  from 
lafl  year.  He  faid  they  had  laft  year  dedutl:ed  from  the 
eflimate  about  100,000  dollars,  but  they  now  found  they 
had  to  make  up  a  deficiency  *,  and  probably  if  any  dedu8;ion 
was  now  made,  they  fliould  have  to  make  it  good  next  year« 
This  dedu(?tion   was,   therefore,    founded  upon  conjecfiure. 

The  fame  gentleman  had  eflimated  the  inftalment  of  the 
foreign  debt  due  to  Holland  at  about  400,000  dollars.  This 
might  be  the  fum  we  ihall  have  to  pay  this  year  •,  but  the  fe- 
cretary of  the  treafury  had  eftimated  what  was  necefil.ry  to 
be  paid  in  each  year;  in  order  to  difcharge  the  whole  till  the 
year  1801,  and  lie  made  it  1,200,000  j  and  if  only  400,000 
were  paid  this  year,  the  deficiency  would  have  to  be  made 
up  another. 

Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  underftood  it  was  alfo  the  wifli  of  the 
houfe  to  make  provifion  for  the  payment  of  a  part  of  the 
public  debt  as  foon  as  pcffibie,  becaufe  it  v/as  a  continual 
erabarraiTment ;  he  therefore  hoped  feme  efFe£^ual  means  of 
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revenue  would  be  adopted  for  difcharging  the  debt ;  but  if 
Qiily  i<5o,ooo  or  400,000  dollars  of  foreign  inflalment  was 
calculated  for  this  year,  it  would  fall  the  heavier  in  future. 
:>o  with  refpecfl:  to  the  bank,  the  debt  due  amounted  to  fix 
millions.  The  gentleman  had  faid  provifion  had  been  made 
for  the  payment  of  this ;  but  he  afked  in  what  way.  They 
had  authorifcd  the  commiffioners  of  the  finking  fund  to  fell 
their  iliares  of  bank  flock,  and  to  create  a  fix  per  cent,  flock 
which  was  to  be  fold  upon  certain  conditions.  With  refpeft 
to  the  bank  flock,  to  the  amount  only  of  1,200,000  dollars 
had  been  fold,  and  that  at  an  advance  of  25  per  cent,  at  60 
days  credit  without  interefl,  which  had  fince  fallen  i  o  or  11 
per  cent,  fo  that  if  they  were  obliged  to  fell  more  of  it,  it 
would  be  at  a  great  lofs.  With  refpeft  to  the  fix  per  cent, 
flock,  if  they  were  obliged  to  Mi  it,  the  lofs  would  be  enor^ 
mous.  He  therefore  thought  they  fhould  not  determine  on 
this  mode  of  difcharging  the  debt,  but  raife  taxes  to  pay  it. 

He  faid  it  was  true,  that  the  amounts  of  imports  for  the 
year  ending  Ocfb.  1 796,  was  upwards  of  fix  m-illions  ;  but  it 
would  alfo  be  acknowledged  that  this  was  an  extraordinary 
year,  and  that  (as  it  had  been  urged  on  a  diii^rent  fubje£l) 
1795  would  be  a  more  jufl  calculation  for  the  future  than 
1796.  With  refpeft  to  the  internal  revenues,  they  were 
uncertain  ;  he  did  not  fuppofe  there  would  be  any  confide- 
rable  increafe  upon  lafl  year  5  and  he  doubted  whether  there 
would  be  any  furplus  from  the  pofl-ofiice,  if  the  law  now 
before  the  fenate  pafTed.  Therefore,  allowing  the  gentle- 
man's flatem.ent  to  be  nearly  accurate,  additional  revenue 
would  be  neceffary,  and  it  would  not  be  right  for  the  houfe 
to  adjourn  without  fxirnifliing  it.  He  therefore  wifhed  the 
committee  might  rife,  and  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Dayton  faid,  that  the  member  from  Pennfylvania 
feemed  to  claim  an  apology  for  an  exprefTion  that  he  had 
uttered  when  lafl  upon  the  floor,  but  he  ov/ed  him  none. 
He  had  faid  that  a  majority  had  been  found  to  vote  for  a  di- 
reft  tax,  and  that  it  was  very  confiflent  and  politic  in  them 
to  difcharge  the  committee  of  the  whole  from  the  confidera- 
tion  of  indiredl  taxes,  and  thereby  remove  the  principal  ob- 
flacle  to  their  views.  That  gentleman  feemed  difpleafed  that 
his  declaration  had  not  been  believed  to  be,  not  merely  his 
own  fenfe  and  intention,  but  that  of  the  majority  alfo. 
With  what  propriety,  Mr.  Dayton  afked,  could  he  put  him- 
felf  in  their  place,  under  what  authority  could  he  thus  an- 
fwer  for  thern  ?    Admitting  that  the  gentleman  had  givgn  ai- 
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durances,  that  he  would  not  call  for  pafling  the  land-tax  bill 
in  the  feffion,  and  that  he  wo.uld  adhere  to  his  piomiie, 
might  not  other  membera  call  for  and  carry  it  through  with- 
out him,  and  might  it  not  be  probable  that  they  Vv^ould  carry 
the  prefent  motion  with  that  defign  ?  Befides,  Mr.  Dayton 
faid,  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  any  afliirances  coniined  to  that 
fefTion  alone,  and  ihould  not  thereby  be  allured  to  abandon 
the  plan  which  he  thought  far  better.  He  wiflied  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  would  put  a  land  tax  at  a  greater  difcance 
than  this  year,  the  next  year,  or  the  year  following,  or  until 
a  war  left  them  no  other  choice.  This  he  was  perfuaded 
could  only  be  done  by  an  immediate  addition  to  the  duties  on 
four  or  five  articles  of  importation  which  would  well  bear 
it,  and  produce  about  6  or  700,000  dollars  annually.  It 
might  cbmmence  as  early  as  June  or  July,  and  the  impref- 
fion  which  it  would  make  upon  the  debt  in  three  years,  would 
be  fuch  as  to  liberate  a  portion  of  revenue  fufhcient  to  face 
the  increafed  demands  of  1801,  without  impofing  any  new 
tax  whatever. 

The  committee,  on  repeated  calls,  rofe,  and  the  houfey 
after  granting  leave  to  fit  again.   Adjourned. 

Friday  February   ipk. 

Mr.  Gloptoti  prefented  a  petition  of  Thpmas  Underwood, 
praying  the  amount  of  fundry  lottery  tickets  drawn  prizes 
in  the  United  States  lottery,  during  the  war.  Alfo  a  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Abbot  and  others  for  pay  due  during  the 
war.  ' 

Referred  to  the  committee  of  cjaims. 

A  meffage  was  received  from  the  fenate,  informing  the 
houfe  that  they  infill  upon  their  amendment  to  the  refolu- 
tion  refpefting  a  call  upon  the  debtor  dates  for  the  balances 
due  to  the  United  States,  and  defire  a  conference,  for 
which  they  have  appointed  Mr.  Rofs  and  Mr.  Stockton. 
Whereupon  Meffrs.  Gallatin,  Coit  and  Baldwin  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  this  houfe. 

An  eftimate  was  received  and  read  from  the  Treaftiry 
Department  of  the  emoluments  received  by  the  colle<Stors 
of  the  different  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dwight  Fofler,  from  the  committee  of  claimS;,  re^ 
ported  a  bill  for  placing  certain  pcrfons  on  the  Penfion  lift, 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
y/holc.     The  houfe  went  into  committee  upon  it,    but,  in 
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vorder  to  gain  information  on  the  cafe  of  a  man  claiming  to 
be  placed  on  the  penfion  lift,  and  not  inferted,  the  commit- 
tee rofe  and  had  leave  to  lit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  the  houfe  went  into  Sr  com-* 
mittee  of  tPie  whole  on  the  bill,  allowing  a  drawback  on 
fpirits  exported  by  veflels  of  lefs  than  30  tons  burthen  by 
way  of  the  Miiriffippi ;  it  rofe  and  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment.  The  houfe  took  it  up,  when  Mr.  Ccit  moved 
to  ftrike  out  the  word  repeal ^  with  a  view  to  infert  the  words 
to  fufpend  for  om  year^  the  efFe6t  of  which  would  liave  beeji 
to  fufpend  the  a£l  which  prevented  the  drawback  being  al- 
lowed inftead  of  repealing  it.  Mr,  W.  Smith  moved  to 
have  it  re-committed  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures,  v/hich  being  negatived  40  to  35,  the  amend- 
ment was  then  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
cngroiTed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

After  feme  converfation  upon  the  propriety  of  taking  up 
different  fubjefts,  it  was  agreed  that  the  houfe  fhould  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  unfinifhed  bti- 
finefs  of  yefterday,  viz.  that  of  indirecft  taxes,  which  was 
accordingly  done ;  Mr.  Dent  in  the  chair,  and  the  refolu- 
tion  for  laying  an  additional  duty  on  brown  fugar  being  un- 
der confideration : 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped  they  fliould  agree  to  this  refolutlon. 
He  thought  there  was  no  danger  of  its  being  felt  much, 
could  be  eaflly  colle&d,  and  would  raife  a  confidcrable 
fum. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  becayfe  a  tax  was  imperceptibly  felt  and 
certain  in  collection,  y/as  a  bad  rule  to  judge  of  its  propriety. 
If  they  had  no  choice  of  means,  indeed,  fuch  a  tax  might 
be  defirabie  j  but  they  fhould  conhder  whether  this  additi- 
onal duty  might  not  leiTen  the  confum.ption.  It  might  be 
laid  that  half  a  cent  y/ouid  be  fcarceiy  felt-j  and  it  was 
true  that  the  higher  the  duty  was  raifed,  the  lefs  con- 
fidcrable would  any  future  addition  appear^  and  this  would 
mtroduce  a  principle  of  laying  taxes  upon  thofe  articles  up- 
on which  they  cculd  be  mcft  certainly  colIecl:ed,  without 
regard  to  propriety  or  juftice.  And  if  revenue  was  again 
wanted  next  year,  he  fhould  nci  be  furprized  to  hear  it  faidj 
that  another  half  cent  on  fugar  would  fcarceiy  be  felt.  But 
it  was  a  ferious  confideration,  thus  to  tax  articles  of  neceffi- 
ty,  which  were  ufed  by  perfons  who  could  ill  afford  to  pay 
any  additional  price  for  themj  in  a  much  greater  proper- 
tion  than  perfons  of  property.     It  was  an  article  of  necef- 
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fity  :  old  and  infirm  and  fick  perfons  would  feel  it  very 
heavy.  The  tax  would  thus  lie  heavy  on  perfons  who  could 
not  afford  it ;  this  he  thought  fhould  bear  weight  with  the 
committee.     And  he  thought  it  fhould  not  be  hazarded. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  the  propofed  increafe,  it  was  cal- 
culated would  raife  110,000  dollars,  and  as  the  article  was 
not  liable  to  be  fmuggled,  nor  its  confumption .  to  be  de- 
creafed,  it  would  be  a  certain,  and  he  thought,  an  eligible 
tax.  -  : 

Mr.  Holland  had  no  doubt  but  this  tax  would  augment 
ike  revenue  ;  but  he  knew  alfo  that  it  would  fall  more  up- 
on the  poor  than  upon  the  rich,  and  he  thought  they  ought 
not  to  add  to  their  burdens.  He  thought  there  were  other 
articles  which  would  bear  fome  addition,  but  either  brown 
fugar  or  fait,  would  be  much  felt.  If  they  ftudied  that 
which  would  be  burdenfome,  here  they  might  fix,  but  he 
hoped  this  was  not  the  principle.  By  advancing  an  article 
{0  univerfally  ufed,  a  rife  of  labour  (already  too  high)  muil: 
naturally  follow. 

Mr.  Swanwick  faid  he  could  only  repeat  his  obfervations 
of  yefterday  (which  he  moftly  did)  they  had  lately  been 
called  upon  he  faid  for  advance  of  falaries  to  many  officers : 
initead  of  advancing  he  faid,  they  were  leaning  them  by 
taxing  articles  of  neceffity. 

The  fituation  of  the  weft  Indies,  had  lately  raifed  that 
article  very  much.  He  thought  great  inequality  would  be 
produced  by  it  and  much  injury  felt. 

Mr.  Kitchel  believed  th@  rich  and  oppulent  would  bear 
their  portion  of  this  tax  as  well  as  the  poor,  as  it  would 
fall  upon  fine  fugar  as  well  as  upon  brown.  It  would  there-- 
fore  be  paid  in  proportion  to  the  fugar  ufed,  and  would 
fail  as  equally   as  any  other  tax  which  could  be  laid. 

In  this  inftance,  Mr.  Kitchel  faid,  gentlemen  feemed  ap- 
prehenfive  of  the  poor  bearing  too  great  a  part  of  the  bur- 
then ',  but,  if  the  direct  tax  on  land  were  to  take  place, 
would  it  not,  he  aiked,  fall  much  heavier  upon  the  poor 
than  a  tax  on  fugar  ?  He  believed  it  would ;  fince  the  poor 
who  held  lands  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  their  portion  of 
of  it,  whilft  the  rich,  who  held  no  lands  would  efcape  it. 
He,  therefore,  thought  this  a  far  preferable  tax. 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid,  if  further  revenue  was  neceffary,  he 
could  not  conceive  any  article  which  would  bear  an  advance 
of  duty  better,  than  the  one  propofed.  The  prefent  duty, 
he  faid,  was  ly  cent  a  pound,  and  could  it  be  fuppofed,  that 
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to  lay  an  additional  half  cent  upon  it,  could  make  much 
difference  to  the  confumer,  or  that  it  would  ever  be  felt,  or 
that,  at  the  end  of  a  year,  it  would  be  difcovered  whether 
It  or  2  cents  duty  had  been  paid  upon  a  pound  of  fugar  ? 
He  Ihould  have  no  objection,  inftead  of  half  a  cent,  to  lay 
an  additional  cent  upon  this  article.  In  various  parts  of  the 
country,  brown  fugar  was  retailed  from  12  to  20  cents  a 
pound,  the  price  being  much  increafed  from  the  prefent  dif- 
treffed  {ituation  of  the  Weft  Indies.  But  they  would  find 
fugar  of  the  fame  quality  felling  in  one  place  for  12  in  ano- 
ther for  14  or  16  cents ;  therefore,  whether  the  duty  was 
one  or  two  cents,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  felt  by  any 
body.  It  was  true,  that  it  was  an  article  ufed  by  the  mid- 
dling and  lower  clafles  of  the  people ;  but  tlie  tax  falling 
upon  fine  as  well  as  brown  fugar,  all  parts  of  the  community 
would  bear  an  equal  (hare  in  the  burden. 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid,  he  was  not  certain  whether  any  ad- 
ditional revenue  was  at  prefent  wanted;  but,  at  all  events, 
he  could  fee  no  obje<fbion  to  an  additional  half  cent  or  cent  upon 
fugar ;  when  even  this  fmall  advance,  would  raife  more 
money  than  the  whole  of  fome  taxes  which  were  very  ex- 
penfive  in  the  colle<fi:ion.  Whenever  peace  and  tranquility 
took  place  in  the  Weft*-Indies,  and  the  trade  to  that  quar- 
ter could  be  carried  on  as  ufual,  the  price  of  fugar,  he  faid, 
would  fall  to  nearly  the  price  at  which  it  was  formerly 
fold. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  half  cent,  and  in- 
fert  a  cent.  It  appeared  to  him  that  fuch  an  advance  could 
not  materially  affecft  the  confumer.  The  people,  it  w^s 
true,  might  vSc  lefs  j  but,  if  they  did  fo,  as  it  was  an  ar~ 
tide  of  luxury,  every  pound  of  fugar  which  was  lefs  con- 
fumed,  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  country,  by  keeping  the 
money  which  it  coft  in  a  foreign  market,  at  home.  But 
iie  did  not  believe  that  this  would  be  the  cafe  ;  or  that  the 
propofed  additional  duty  would  increafe  the  price  of  la-^ 
bour,  as  had  been  fuggefted.  He  believed  die  price  of 
labour  would  be  regulated  by  the  price  which  the  farmer 
was  enabled  to  get  for  his  produce.  Whatever  the  farmer 
could  afford  to  give  his  labourer  (efpecially  in  this  country 
where  agriculture  was  the  true  intereft)  would  fix  the  price 
of  all  other  labour. 

An  additional  cent  on  fugar,  he  believed,  would  pro- 
duce at  leail  220,000  dollars;  and,  as  he  had  before  ob- 
ierved,  if  it  caufed  feme  perfons  to  ufe  lefs  it  would  be  an 
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ajlyantage  to  the  country.  During  the  war,  lie  faid,  ill 
the  part  of  the  country  where  he  lived,  very  little  fugar  was 
ufed,  except  what  the  people  made  themfelVes,  and  they, 
at  that  time,  in  fome  degree  g^t  out  of  the  ufe  of  it. 

Mr.  Holland  faid,  perhaps  the  conftituents  of  the  gen- 
tleman laft  up  might  manufa^fbure  their  own  fugar,  and, 
thercfiore,  would  not  be  afFe6led  by  this  tax  5  but  the  greater 
part  of  his  conftituents  were  obliged  to  ufe  and  purchafe 
their  fugar;  and,  if  it  were  a  luxury,  it  was  one  he  did 
not  wifli  to  deprive  them  of,  but  that  they  might  have  it 
upon  the  fame  terms  as  ufual.  He  looked  upon  it  as  a 
^eceiflary  of  life,  already  at  too  high  a  price,  and  he  fhould, 
therefore,  oppofe  mj  advance  of  xluty  upon  it. 

Mr.  Gailatio  faid,  he  was,  and  his  conftituents  were  in 
the  fame  fituation  with  the  gentleman  from  New- York 
(Mr.  Williams)  and  his  conftituents— they  manufactured 
ahnpft  the  whole  of  their  own  fugar — very  little  imported 
fiagar  was  ufed  ;  indeed  they  fometimes  exported  fugar  ; 
but  though  this  reafon  feemed  to  a£l:  pretty  powerfully  upon 
the  gentleman  from  New-York,  it  would  not  ha?e  the 
fame  effe6l  upon  him.  Whenever  a  meafure  operated  par- 
tially upon  other  parts  of  the  Union,  though  it  might 
operate  in  favour  of  his  conftituents,  he  ihould  feel  him.felf 
in  duty  bound  to  oppofe  it.  Ori  the  ground  of  their  being 
reprefentatives  of  the  whole  Union,  as  well  as  on  the  ground 
of  policy,  he  did  not  believe  it  was  right  to  endeavour  to 
throw  a  burden  upon  one  part  of  the  Union,  becaufe  the 
part  in  which  they  were  moft  particularly  interefted,  v/ould 
efcape  it.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  rejected, 
and  after  the  fenfe  of  the  committee  Ihculd  have  been  ta- 
ken upon  it,  he  alfo  would  move  an  amendment.  At  pre- 
fent,  he  faid,  brown  fugar,  paid  i-|  cents  a  pound  duty  and 
molalTes  3  cents  per  gallon.  He  fhould,  therefore,  move, 
to  have  an  additional  cent  laid  upon  molaifes,  in  order  tlist 
the  tv/o  articles  might  be  increafed  in  the  fame  proportion^ 
He  was  againft  any  increafe  at  prefent  *,  but  if  the  duty  on 
one  article  was  increafed,  the  other  ought  alfo  to  be  in- 
creafed. 

With  refpeCl  to  the  opinion  of  the  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury,  which  had  been  faid  to  be  in  favour  of  this  tax,  he 
believed  it  was  rather  againft  it.  [Mr.  Gallatin  here  read 
an  extratl  from  the  letter  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury, 
on  the  fubjeft  of  indirect:  taxes,  which  feemed  to  fay  ««  that 
this  tax  v/ouid  be  as  eligible  as  any  other,    tliough  there 
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niiglit  be  danger  In  increafmg  any."]  Mr.  Gallatin  added 
tii.it  if  half  a  cent  advance  might  in  fome  degree  be  eligible^ 
a  whole  cent  would  be  confidferably  lefs  fo.  He  hopedj 
therefore^  it  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Yv^illiams  obferved,  that  he  had  faid  the  people  in 
the  part  of  the  country  frorri  whence  he  came,  made  their 
own  fugar  during  the  war  •,  if  they  were  to  make  it  now  lit 
would  coil  them  mere  than  double  the  price  at  w^hich  they 
might  purchafe  it.  Mr.  Williams  faid,  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  found  the  land  tax 
was  not  likely  to  pafs,  he  wiflied  to  defeat  every  propofiti- 
on  for  an  indirefi:  tax.  He  had  attempted,  therefore,  to 
defeat  an  additional  tax  on  fugar,  by  ptopohng  to  add  mo- 
lafies  to  the  refolution.  He  did  not  think  this  fair  j  he 
wiiiied  every  propofitiori  to  ftand  upon  its  own  gfcund. 
A  few  days  ago,  that  gentleman  had  infifted  upon  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  laying  a  dire£t  tax ;  but  now  he  came  forward 
and  faid  no  additional  revenue  was  wanting.  He  wifhed 
iiot  to  have  a  compulfory  tax ;  but  a  tax  which  perfons 
might  pay  or  not.  If  they  did  not  lilce  to  pay  the  tax  on 
fugar,  they  rnight  do  Without  it. 

Mr.  Cooper  faid  he  v/as  againil  any  additional  duty  on 
fait  or  fugar,  though  he  and  his  conftituents  (as  V/eil  as  hig 
colleague  and  his  conftituents)  fiiould  bear  no  part  of  the 
burden,  as  they  made  not  only  fufficient  for  themfelves, 
but  for  fale.  Indeed,  he  faid,  a  duty  on  fait  exported  out 
of  the  United  States,  would  produce  revenue,  as  a  conli- 
derable  quantity  was  fent  into  Upper-Canada. 

Mr.  Williams  denied  that  his  conftituents  made  any  fait, 
they  had  no  fait  but  what  paid  duty  ;  nor  did  his  confti- 
tuents make  ©ne  fourth  of  the  fugar  they  ufed  ;  nor  did  he 
believe  his  colleague  (Mr.  Cooper's)  conftituents  made  one 
half  of  the  fugar  they  ufedj  as  he  M^ell  knew  that  a  large 
quantity  of  fugar  was  feht  to  that  diftridl  by  way  of  Albany; 
Mr.  Reed  hoped  the  amendment  Would  obtain.  Although 
fuch  perfons  as  lived  at  a  diftance  from  market  manufa£lured 
their  own  fugar,  and  confeqiiently  would  be  ex c  ufed  from 
this  duty,  yet  they  laboured  under  niany  difadvantages  in 
other  refpe&s,  on  account  of  their  rem.otenefs  from  market,- 
and  therefore  lie  had  no  objeftion  to  their  being  excufed 
from  the  operation  of  this  tax.  He  did  not  beHevc  this  tai 
on  fugar  \rould  fall  upon  poor  perfons.  Farmers,  indeedy 
ufed  a  little  brown. fugar,  but  they  would  rather  pay  a  little 
more  for  this  article,  than  have  their  land  taxed. 
Vol.  IL  "3  X' 


(       530       ) 

Mr.  Cbiborne  was  againft  the  amendment.     If  an  ?/?  -'t:- 
onal  duty  of  one  cent  was  laid  upon  brown  fugar,  th-. 
ent  dealers  would  make  it  three  or  four^  fo  that  it  wc- 
materially  felt. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  negatived^  there  beir 
29  votes  in  favour  of  it» 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  moved  to  amend  the  refolution^  1       ■ 
ding  an  additional  cent  per  gallon-  upon  molalTes.    At  f  : 

1the  duty  on  brown  fugar  was  r-^  cents  per  lb.  and  on  mc  s 
3  cents  per  gallor.  The  advance  of  33  per  cent,  on  lx.s 
prefent  duty,  would  be  the  fame  that  had  been  agreed  to  be 
laid  upon  fugar. 

Mr.  Swanwick  feconded  the  motion..  The  only  way  in 
which  the  tax  on  brown  fugar  eould  be  fecured,  was  by  ad- 
vancing  the  duty  on  molafles  in  the  fame  proportion,  other- 
wife  molalles  would  be  ufed  in  the  place  of  fugar,  and  the 
duty  would  be  evaded.  But,,  he  faid,  he  would  have  gen- 
tlemen confider  in  what  fituation  they  placed  the  revenue,  in 
refpeft  to  drawbacks.  The  perfon  who  paid  the  duty,  was 
probably  not  the  fame  who  drcM^^  the  drawback  on  exporta- 
tion; the  United  States  run  the  rilk,  therefore,  of  paying 
the  drawback,  without  receiving  the  duty.  Though  he 
thought  the  tax  on  fugar  highly  objecliionable,  yet  if  it  were 
adopted,  he  thought  it  right  that  it  fliould  be  accompanied 
by  a  propartionate  tax  on  molaffes,  as  fecurity  to  the  duty 
being  paid.  One  cent  a.  pound  on  fugar,  it  was  faid,  was  a 
trifle ;  but  it  was  well  known,  that  the  price  of  that  article 
was  at  prefent  very  exhorbitant,  from  the  diforders  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Mj",  W.  Smith  did  not  think  this  amendment  was  in  order. 
The  £rft  prapofition  ihould  he  agreed  to  or  difagreed  to,  be- 
fore any  other  propofitlon  was  produced.  It  was  improper 
when  an  additional  duty  on  fugar  was  under  confideration, 
to  introduce  any  other  article ,  for  they  might  as  well  add 
millinery  to  the  propofition  as  molalles.. 

The  chairman  determined  the  a-mendment  to  be  in  order» 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 
His  principal  objeftion  to  a  tax  on  fugar  was,  becaufe  having' 
been  fu-ccefsful  in  making  one  addition,  it  v^'ould  be  an  argu-, 
ment  for  making  future  ones  j  but  if  molades  was  acided  t& 
it,  the  tax  would  then  fall  more  equally  on  the  poor  of  dif« 
ferent  parts  of  the  union,,  and  be  a  means  of  keeping  down'- 
the  tax. 
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Mr.  Buck  (didy  if  he  thought  the  advocates  of  this  amend- 
ment would  vote  for  the  refolution  when  amended,  he  might 
be  induced  to  vote  for  it ;  but  he  beUeved  they  did  not  mean 
to  do  fo.  If  an  increafe  of  the  duty  on  brown  fugar  would 
fall  upon  the  poorer  clafs  of  the  people,  an  additional  duty 
on  moialTes  v/ould  fall  much  heavier  upon  them.  But  he 
thought  gentlemen  were  miftaken  with  refpexfi;  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  tax  on  brown  fugar ;  in  the  country,  he  faid,  it 
\youId  not  fall  upon  the  poor,  though  in  the  cities  it  might 
do  {o  -,  though  in  increafmg  the  duty  on  brown  fugar,  that 
in  fine  was  alfo  increafed.  In  the  country,  he  faid,  it  was 
the  rich  who  ufed  brown  fugar,  they  had  not  got  to  that 
pitch  of  refinement  which  called  for  the  ufe  of  fine  fugar  , 
they  ufed  brown  fugar,  and  the  poor  ufed  none,  they  fweet- 
cned  with  m.oiarTes.  Notwithftanding  this,  if  he  thought 
gentlemen  meant  to  vote  for  the  refolution  when  amended, 
he  would  not  obiecl:  to  the  addition  on  molaffes,  as  he  did 
not  think  fo  fmall  an  advance  would  be  materially  felt. 

Mr.  Rutherford  hoped  they  fhould  not  agree  to  lay  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  either  of  thefe  neceffaries  of  life.  He  hoped 
there  was  fuffici^nt  good  fenfe  in  the  houfe  to  oppofe  fuch 
a  meafure»  They  were  ufed  by  all  clafles,  from  the  infant 
to  the  ilouteil  man  ;  particularly  by  many  poor,  infirm,  aged 
perions,  who  looked  upon  them  as  nutricious  and  balmy  nou- 
riihments.  He  hoped,  therefore,  they  would  not  increafe 
tiie  price  of  thefe  articles  ',  for  if  an  additional  cent  was  added, 
tjie  dealers  would  add  2,  3,  or  4  cents,  which  would  be 
more  than  the  poor  could  afford  to  pay  for  them. 

Jslr.  Chriftie  believed  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania 
v.ieant,  by  the  introdu6lion  of  this  amendment,  to  defeat 
the  tax  on  fugSr  altogether  ;  he  fhould,  therefore,  vote  againft 
this  amendment ;  but  if  the  additional  tax  on  fugar  fhould 
be  carried,  and  the  additional  tax  on  molaffes  fliould  be  in- 
troduced alone,  he  would  vote  for  it,  but  he  would  not  vote 
far  them  together.  He  did  not  think  the  tax  on  fugar  would 
fall  upon  the  poor  particularly,  as  fi^ne  fugar  would  be  taxed 
equally  v/ith  the  brown.  He  thought  it  was  a  fair  objeft  of 
taxation.  Fie  believed-  they  fhould  \vant  revenue,  and  he 
did  not  know  an  article  from  which  it  could  be  better  raifed. 

Mr.  Findley  v/as  at  a  lofs  to  know  how  a  tax  on  molaffes 
would  operate ;  but  his  doubts  had  been  removed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Buck)  who  held  informed 
them  it  was  ufed  by  the  poor  in  place  of  brown  fugar.  In 
many   parts   of  Pennfylvania,  he  faid,  molafies  was  fcarcely 
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known,  and  brown  fugar  was  generally  ufed  by  the  poor ; 
if,  therefore,  the  fame  clafs  of  perfons  in  one  part  of  the 
'country  ufed  molaffes  for  the  farne  purpofe  for  which  brown 
fugar  was  ufed  in  other  parts,  it  was  only  reafonable,  that 
both  fhould  be  taxed  in  the  fame  proportion. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Gallatin)  had  mentioned  that  his  con- 
ftituents  would  not  pay  any  of  this  tax,  as  they  made  their 
own  fugar.  It  was  fo  with  a  part  of  his  conftituents,  but 
not  with  the  whole.  As  it  would  be  unjuft  to  pafs  one  tax 
without  the  other,  he  fhould  be  in  favour  of  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  it  had  been  charged  againft  him,  that 
he  had  introduced  his  amendment  v/ith  a  view  to  defeat  the 
tax  on  fugar.  He  had  already  faid  that  he  did  not  wifb  for 
any  indire<Sl  tax  during  the  prefent  feffion  ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  confidered  it  his  duty,  if  a  majority  fhould  choofe 
to  pafs  the  refolution,  to  make  it  as  good  as  poffible,  before  he 
voted  againft  it,  for  this  purpofe  he  had  introduced  his  amend- 
*nent.  Whenever  the  duty  on  fugar  was  increafed,  that  on 
molaifes  fliouid  alfo  be  increafed.  With  refpe£t  to  what  had 
been  faid  about  the  duty  on  brown  fugar  not  falling  upon  the 
poor,  it  was  contradifted  by  the  quantity  every  year  im-ported 
into  the  United  States.  When  they  knew  that  this  amounted 
to  22  millions  of  pounds  weight,  they  miuft  conclude  that  it 
was  ufed  by  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  ;  for  though  the 
eaftern  ftates  ufed  a  great  deal  of  molalTes,  it  was  not  the  cafe 
in  the  middle,  fouthern  and  weftern  ftates  -,  all  clailes  of  ci- 
tizens in  thofe  ftates  ufed  fugar.  The  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment nov/,  Vv^as  the  fame  as  voting  for  it  in  any  other  fhape. 
It  was  doing  now,  what  would  be  done  •  hereafter,  if  now 
omitted.  There  was  nothinf^  informal  in  it.  He  faw  no 
reafon  which  could  be  urged  for  one'  taking  *^iace,  v/hich 
would  not  equally  hold  with  refpeft  to  tlie  other. 

Mr.  W.  SiTiith  did  not  think  it  was  the  fame  thing  to  vote 
on  the  propofition  in  its  prefent  ftate,  as  voting  upon  it  in  a 
bill.  He  thoughtj  in  the  beginning  of  a  bufmefs,  members 
fhould  have  it  in  their  power  to  vote  upon  the  refolutions  fc- 
parately  i  otherwife  the  fenfe  of  members  could  not  be  known 
upon  both  parts  of  the  refolution,  as  the  queftion  would  firft 
be  taken  on  the  amendm.ent,  and  then  upon  the  v/hoie  toge- 
ther. He  was  forry  the  chairman  had  thought  proper  to  tole- 
rate fo  unfair  a  praftice.  He  hoped,  however,  gentlemen 
would  vote  againft  his  propofition  at  prefent  j  though, -if  it 
were  brought  forward  feparately,  he  fjiould  not  objeft  to 
yote  for  it. 
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Ml.  Swanwick  thouglit  that  thofe  genrlemcn  who  fepe- 
rated  tlie  articles  of  fugar  and  molaiTes  would  wiih  to  defeat 
the  objscL :  thus  it  was  with  the  gentleman  lail  up;  this 
was  introduced  with  a  view  of  feeuring  the  collc£lion.  Mr. 
Swanwick  faid  he  had  before  ftated  the  injury  the  United 
>States  might  fufbain,  in  cafe  of  a  failure  of  pay  from  the 
imported^  and  need  not  repeat  that  he  objected  in  toto  to 
the  tax. 

Mr.  Buck  aiked  if  when  on  the  queftion  on  the  refolution, 
(if  adopted)  a^  feperate  vote  could  be  given,  he  was  anfv/cr- 
ed  no  ;  then  he  would  obferve  to  the  gentleman,  that  if  it 
could  not  be  feperated,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  introduc- 
ed, it  having  been  faid  fugur  would  operate  on  the  poor, 
now  he  faid  here  was  an  article  introduced  with  it  that 
would  operate  wcrfe  than  the  other ;  therefore,  he  fhould 
oppofe  both,  if  put  together,  when  if  feper-ated  lie  fhould 
have  voted  for  the  tax  on  molaffes  alone,  as  fugar  was  a 
great  "means  of  fuftenance,  and  ufe. 

Mr.  Reed  faid,  he  was  not  pleafed  with  the  amendment, 
or  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  introduced  ;  but  he 
had  no  particular  objection  to  an  advance  of  the  duty  on 
molaifes.  He  did  not  think  it  would  much  increafe  the 
price  of  that  article,  as  it  would  operate  more  upon  ram, 
than  upon  molaffes  -,  he  fhould  not,  therefore,  oppofe  it. 

The  chairman  again  remarked  (in  reference  to  what  had 
fallen  from  Mr.  W.  Smith)  that  the  am.endment  was  in  or- 
der, though  he  did  not  think  it  the  moil  faiv  way  of  intro- 
ducing the  bufmefs. 

Mr.  Gallatin  conceived  that  he  was  the  befl  judge  of  the 
fairnefs  of  his  proceedings ;  and,  as  the  chairman  had  de- 
clared the  amendment  to  be  in  order,  he  expecled  a  quefti- 
on  would  be  taken  upon  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  mull  beg  leave  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
the  chair  in  this  inftance,  though  he  muft  own  much  de- 
ference was  due  to  it :  he  thought  the  proceeding  perfetlly 
fair.  Mr.  Nicholas  would  vote  for  this,  in  order  to  have 
the  tv/o  connedled,  that  gentleman  could  now  vote  againft 
the  addition  of  molaffc's,  then  he  might  have  opportunitv  to 
vote  on  fugar  alone.  He  fhould  wiih  it  extended  to  both 
alike.  The  gentleman  (Mr,  Buck)  v/as  miuaken  in  his  ap- 
plication, on  this  fubjecl  ;  it  was  not  taxing  the  fuflenance 
of  the  poor  in  one  article  more  than  another,  for  the  fag?.r 
would  moft  affeft  one  part^  yet  m.olaffcs  would  as  much 
affedl   another  ;    he  therefore  hoped,    if  gentlemen  wifiied 
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fair  and  equal  taxation,  that  this  aflbciation  would  ^akc  piacc, 
this  equalization  would  go  to  prevent  any  oppolitioii  to  the 
tax  which  would  otherwife  be  hazarded. 

Mr.  Buck  was  fatisfied  with  this  explanation ,  tliereforcj 
fuppofing  gentlemen  who  fupported  the  amendment  would 
vote  for  both,  according  to  this  modification,  lie  {IiouIg  go 
with  them,  if  not  he  fhould  oppofe  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  fpeaker)  IVrid,  he  did  not  rife  to  fpeak  to 
the  point  of  order  ;  he  confidered  that  as  already  fettled  bv 
the  chairman.  Every  member,  he  faisd,  againft  laying  any 
additional  tax  upon  molaffes,  would  of  courfe,  vote  againil 
the  amendment ;  and  all  thofe  who  had  no  objed-liien  to  the 
tax,  but  who  did  not  wifh  it  to  be  thus  introduced,  of  whom 
he  found  there  w^as  not  a  few  might  join  them,  as  auer  tlie 
additional  tax  on  fugar  vv^as  agreed  to,  that  on  moIaiTes  might 
be  again  introduced. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  he  had  fome  doubt,  before  the  lail 
gentleman  was  up,  of  the  propriety  of  tacking  thefC  two 
articles  together,  but  now  he  had  none.  One  part  of  the 
Union,  he  fuppofed,  would  be  for  voting  out  molallts  j  but 
his  conilituents  would  not  like  the  tax  on  fugar,  escept  it 
was  accompanied  with  that  on  molaffes  *,  as  a  fubject  of 
fweetening,  he  thought  they  fhould  both  go  together.  Mr. 
Smith  faid  he  had  another  article  of  fweteening,  which  he 
wifhed  aifo  to  add  to  the  refolution.  Great  quantities  of 
fugar  candy  were  manufaelured  in  Holland  and  was  fent  all 
over  Germany,  which  was  ufed  witli  tea  and  coffee,  in  the 
place  of  fugar.  This  article,  he  faid,  was  finding  its  way 
among  the  Germans,  in  this  country.  At  pre  lent  it  only 
paid  a  duty  of  lo  per  cent,  advalorem,  which  was  a  ^ery  in- 
adequate duty,  when  compared  with  that  paid  on  fugar. 
Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  was  againil  going  into  the  fubjec'i  of 
indiredl  taxes,  but  he  thought  wdtli  the  gentleman  frrni 
Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  that  it  was  his  duty  to  make 
the  refolution  as  good  as  he  could.  Nothing  had  been  faid 
to  prove  that  we  had  not  revenue  enough  for  the  prefent ; 
but  he  would  however,  move  to  add  nin_e  cents  a  pound 
upon  fugar  candy  imported. 

Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  agreed  with  the  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury,  that  fugar  was  amongit  the  moft  proper  articles  up- 
on which  to  lay  an  additional  impofl:  ;  but  he  wifhed  for 
fome  permanent  fource  of  revenue,  and  not  to  adopt  tlie 
trifdag  modes  propofed.       Gentlemen   talked  of    deceiving 
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the  people ;  he.  faid  they  could  not  be  deceived  j  they  would 
know  there  were  two  parties  in  that  houfe,  the  one  for  di- 
rect the  other  for  indirect  taxes.  Thofe  gentlemen  who 
were  oppofed  to  dire<Sl  taxes,  brought  forward  thefe  articles 
in  place  of  it.  The  people  need  not  be  told  this  *,  they  faw 
it  evidently  enough. 

Mr.  Holland  faid  though  he  was  cripofed  to  dire£l  taxes,  he 
was  alfo  on  fugar  and  molafles ;  he  faw  all  the  difadvantages 
of  fome  other  geutlemen,  on  taxing  Weft-India  produce  at 
this  critical  jun6lure,  but  if  it  muft  pafs  he  ihould  think  it 
his  duty  to  endeavour  to  make  it  pafs  as  unexceptionable  as 
poffible,  however,  he  fhould  oppofe  both,  and  though  it  af~ 
fe6led  his  conftituents  differently  from  thofe  of  Vermont, 
yet  he  fhould  not  include  them  as  neceffariiy  connected. 
Mr.  Holland  thought  if  thefe  were  oppofed, .  there  might  be 
many  articles  more  proper  to  lay  a  tax  on :  but  he  thought 
there  was  no  neceffity  for  any  this  feffioh. 

The  queftion  for  adding  one  cent  per  gallon  on  molafles 
was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  then  moved  that  nine  cents  per  pound  be 
laid  on  fugar  candy  imported,  obferving  that  it  was  much 
ufed  by  the  dutch,  and  there  being  much  fweetening  in  it, 
it  fhould  bear  a  proportionate   duty. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wifhed  the  gentleman  to  be  candid,  on 
the  motive  of  his  propofition. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  anfwered  that  his  condu6l  with  refpecl"  to 
the  fubje£l  had  always  been  fair  and  unequivocal ,  he  wifhed 
the  whole  proportions  to  be  defeated,  v/hich  he  had  before 
declared,  but  to  make  it  equal  and  coniifbent  he  propofed 
the  addition.     It  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  the  whole  refoiution  as  amended, 
and  carried.     Ayes  52. 

The  refoiution  to  add  two  cents  per  lb.  upon  bohea  tea 
then  came  under  conlideration. 

Mr.  Harper  thought  there  was  fo  much  danger  and  fo  little 
profit  from  a  duty  on  this  article,  that  it  had  better  be  ob- 
jected to.  The  duty  on  tea,  he  faid,  was  already  high  ;  the 
confumption  had  not  increafed,  but  decreafed,  and  being 
light  of  carriage  it  v/ould  endanger  fmuggling  :  befides,  the 
propofed  duty  would  not  put  more  than  15,000  dollars  into 
the  revenue,  which  was  not  worth  hazarding  a  practice  fo 
injurious  to  other  articles  for. 

l\lr,  Gallatin  faid  he  alio  was  againft  agreeing  to  this  pro- 
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pofition  5  but  he  could  inforrii  the  committee  that  this  en- 
ereafe  of  duty  was  intended  to  prevent  fmuggling,  and  not  to 
eticreafe  it.  It  was  believed  that  the  higheli  priced  teas  were 
fometimes  entered  as  bohea,  on  account  of  the  iownefs  of 
the  duty,  and  this  encreale  was  intended  to  prevent  the  prac- 
tice in  future. 

Mr.  Harper  fald,  he,  was  not  likely  to  know  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  raife  the  revenue,  but 
to  prevent  fmuggling,  by  this  propofed  advance. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  it  was  thought  the  propofed  advance 
an  bohea  tea,  would  raife  30,000  dollars.  His  colleague 
was  miftaken  when  he  laid  the  confuniption  of  this  article 
#33  decreafed  ;  it  was  encreafed.  The  objedion  to  this 
l^ropoiition  was,  that  it  would  be  too  great  an  advance  upon 
this  fort  of  tea.  The  committee  would  judge  of  th^  propri- 
ety of  the  tax.  He  thought  the  addition  would  not  be  much 
felt. 

Mfo  Harper  acknowledged  his  miftake  with  refpe£l  to  tlie 
decreafe  of  the  confumption  of  bohea  tea. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

The  next  refolution  which  came  under  confideration,  was 
that  fof  laying  an  additional  duty  ©f  two  and  a  half  per  centi 
upon  unftained  and  unprinted  cotton  goods. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  ftrike  out  that  part  of  the  refolution 
which  relat-ed  to  cotton  goods,  and  to  introduce  all  the  artl- 
des  included  under  the  10  per  cent,  clafs  of  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States.  He  had  heard  no  reafon,  he  faid, 
why  this  particular  article  fliould  have  been  fingled  out  from 
the  reft  of  the  lo  per  cent  clafs;  the  articles  contained  in 
this  claf«»  were  very  numerous,  and  of  general  confumption, 
and  would  bear  an  addition  as  well  as  this.  If  the  whole 
clafs  were  advanced  to.  12  and  a  half  per  cent,  they  would 
produce  250,000  dollars.  If  there  was  any  particular  rea- 
fon for  fetching  the  article  of  unftained  cotton  goods,  in  par- 
ticular, he  wifhed  to  be  informed  of  it. 

Mr.  Henderfon  faid  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  had  re- 
ported  velvets  and  velveteens  along  with  unilained  cotton 
goods,  as  fit  articles  for  an  additional  tax,  and  he  wifhed  to 
know  why  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  omitted 
them  in  their  report. 

Mr.  Harper  faid  there  were  many  other  articles  more 
bulky,  and  confequently  lefs  liable  to  be  fmuggled,  and  up-^ 
on  which  it  'v70uld  be  equally  proper  to  hj-  an  advance  of 


(       S37       ) 

tiuty,  viz.  "vtooleiis,  of  all  kinds*  They  were  included  iatlie 
llnenumerated  articles  j  and  though  the  coarfer  kind  of  the 
woolens  were  worn  by  the  poorer  claiTes  of  the  community, 
yet  the  fine  woolens  were  wore  by  the  rich  and  thofe  who 
would  not  fcruple  to  pay  the  additional  duty. 

{^Mr.  H.  read  over  the  articles  contained  in  the  ten  per 
cent,  clafs.]  relpedting  gaufes  and  lawns  and  many  other  articles 
ofthekindj  he  could  fee  no  reafon  why  they  fhould  not  be 
raifed,  they  were  light  in  proportion  to  their  value,  and  there- 
fore not  eafy  fmuggled.  Sattins  were  as  neceffary  to  be  fe- 
lecled  as  cottons.  Indeed  he  faw  not  why  the  whole  clafs 
could  not  be  raifed  at  leaft  one  and  a  half  per  cent* 

Wir.  W.  Smith  thought  the  motion  to  Itrike  out  all  the 
words  except  "all,"  by  that  means  difplacing  one  article, 
with  an  intention  to  inlert  50  or  60  was  out  of  order.  He 
wifhed  the  queftion  on  cotton  goods  firft  to  be  decided,  and 
then  the  reft  might  be  introduced. 

Mr.  Dajton  (the  Speaker)  declared  the  motion  to  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  of  opinion  the  motion  was  in  order*,  but 
lie  did  not  wiili  to  fee  fuch  a  meafure  adopted.  Upon  one 
ground  he  thought  it  unfafe^  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  he  believed,  had  no  praflical  knowledge  on 
the  fubjedt.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treafary,  who  dotibt- 
lefs  hid  til?  hid  infjr.nition,  was  againll  the  meafure. 
Was  it  not,  he  alked,  a  ferious  thing,  to  put  our  trade  in  fuch 
a  lituatioa  as  to  encourage  fmugglmg?  He  beheved  it  was  ; 
lor  the  thing  could  not  be  undone,  by  taking  off  the  duty 
%vhich  occalioned  itj  as,  V^jht^n  the  habit  of  fmuggling  was 
once  introduced,  the  bulinefs  would  be  continued  for  s  much 
lefs  temptation  than  it  took  to  produce  it^ 

Mr.  N.  fiid  he  voted  with  the  committee  on, the  additi- 
onal duty  agreed  to  be  laid  on  fugar  and  molaiTes  -,  becaufc  he 
thought  the  gentleman  who  had  gone  into  enquiries  on  that 
fubje^i:,  had  rather  reckoned  too  high,  when  they  declared 
no  farther  revenue  would  be  wanted  till  the  year  iSoi ;  but 
he  thought  they  had  now  provided  means  to  f-mply  any  de- 
'  ficiency  which  might  take  pl^ce.  Having  done  this,  any  new 
meafure  which  was  propoi'ed,  muftbe  looked  upon  as  a  prov-i- 
fionfor  wants  01  t lie  government  after  the  year  1801.  Hz 
thought  it,  therefore,  improper  to  extend  indirect  taxes,  on 
a  fuppofition  that  they  would  be  wanted  on  the  ^rgund.  oi 
fupporting  the  expences  oi  soveriiment,  '     "  ^ 
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1  he  gerrtleman  from  New-Jerfey  (Mr.  Dayton)  feemedie^ 
doubt  whether  he  was  in  earnell:  when  he  had  ftated  the  ex- 
pence  of  colle<£ting  an  indircdt  tax  as  far  greater  than  that 
which  would  attend  the  collecting  of  a  dire6l'  tax.  He  was 
icrious,  and  that  gentleman  would  find  his  affertion  to  be 
founded.  There  was  this  particular  quality  in  indireCl:  taxes, 
every  addition  made  to  them,  coH:  as  mueh  as  the  original 
lax,  the  per  centage  was  the  fame  •,  but  the  expenfivenefs  of 
this  fpecies  of  tax  to  the  people,  arofe  from  paying  the  mer- 
chants for  twice  coile6ling  and  twice  cnfuring  the  duties.  And 
it  would  be  found  if  thefe  fort  of  taxes  were  laid  for  fifty 
years,  the  yearly  expence  would  be  the  fame.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  were  told,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  that 
1 5  per  cent,  would  be  the  whole  of  the  firfl  expence  in  laying 
and  collecting  a  direct  tax.  Another  thing,the  revenue  com-- 
ing  from  foreign  quarters,  was  infecure.  It  was  acknowledg- 
ed on  all  hands  there  was  the  greatefi:  probability  of  very  con- 
fiderable  defalcations  in  the  revenue.  Many  gentlemen >  in-* 
deed,  feemed  willing  to  originate  the  plan  of  a  direcl  tax;  but 
the  valuation  of  property.and  fetting  the  ncizefTary  regulations' 
refpedting  the  buiinefs,  would  be  incurred  equally  for  col- 
lecting a  fmail  fum  with  that  of  a'  large  one.  And  to  ex- 
pend 2  or  3, coo  dollars  in  commiencing  the  bufinefey  and  ftill 
go  on  increaiing  the  fyflem  of  indirect  taxes,  which  coft  the 
people  at  ieaft  30  per  cent,  would  be  bad  policy.  If  there 
was  propriety  in  originating  a  plan  for  direct  taxes  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  rcYCRUes  of  the  United  States,  they  ought  not 
to  itop  where  they  were.  Was  it  not  right,  he  alhed,  to 
flop  the  progrefs  of  indirect  taxesy  in  order  to  make  the  ex- 
pence  of  laying  a  direct  tax  lighter.  If  all  the  eXpence  lay 
in  the  orrginating  of  the  plan,  it  would  be  right  to  draw  as 
m.uch from  that  Iburce  as  v/as  wanted.  The  difference  of 
expence  betwixt  the  f wo  plans  would  not  be  lefs,  he  faid,- 
4han  25  per  cent.' 

Mr,N.  added  that  he  had  210  hefitation  in  his  own  mind, 
to  fay,  that  the  beft  mode  of  fupporting  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  Was  by  a' direct  tax  •,  and  from  the  uncer- 
tainty of  collecting  the  prefentrevenue,  they  could  have  no 
doubt  about  originating  the  fyftem,  and,  if  they  went  into 
the  organizatioB  of  the  bufinefs,  the  expence  .would  be  in- 
curred, and  after  having  incurred  it,it  would  be  well  to  raife 
fome  confiderable  fum  from  that  fourcev 

INIr.  Swanwick  faid,  the  gentlem.an  from  S,.-  Carolina,  had 
^■^iGulsted  that,  by  advancing  this  i  o  per  cent,  clafs  of  good;* 
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to  12^  percent.  250,000  dollars  would  be  raifed.  In  ihk 
calculationj  he  took  for  granted  that  our  importations  in  fu- 
ture, would  be  equal  to  what  they  had  been  in  time  pafi:  j 
whilft  it  muft  be  known  that  the  importations  of  lafb  year 
were  uncommonly  large,  and  that  the  embaraiTmcnts  of  com- 
merce muft  decreafe  the  future  unportations  ;  and  if  fo,  in- 
ilead  of  affording  additional  revenue,  it  would  pi'obabijr  de^ 
creafe  our  prefent  connderabiy/ 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  he  faw  no  good  caufe  why  the  whole 
clafs  of  10  per  cent,  goods  fhould  not  be  advanced  as  well  as 
unftained  and  unprinted  cotton  goods.  Indeed,  if  he  had 
excepted  any'it  would  have  been  thofe  very  articles,  as  he 
underftood  there  was  a  very  conhderable  manufa<51-ory  for 
printingof  cotton  goods  in  this  country,  the  proprietors  of 
which  made  uie  of  this  cotton  in  their  buiinefs.  In  order 
that  our  manufa(5lurers  might  enter  into  competition  with 
the  manufacturers  of  foreign  countries,  it  would  be  more 
proper  to  reduce  th^  prefent  duty,  than  to  advance  it. 

Mr.  WiUiams  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  as  it  vv^as  proper  to 
encourage  our  manufacturers  as  much  as  poiuble.  Kow  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  could  fay  the  expence  would  be  leis 
in  laying  and  colIeCling  a  direft  ta^  than  adding  to  the  in« 
/direCl  taxes,  he  was  at  aiofs  to  learn  ;  iince  the  fame  cfiicers 
who  colle<Sted  the  prefent  tax,  would  collecl  the  additional 
duty,  and  all  the  expence  would  be  rr^crely  the  per  centage  to 
the  coUeCIors,  b.eiides  it  vv^as  an  optional  tax,  and  therefore 
judicious.— The  poorer  clafTes  in  this  country  before  the  war,, 
made  them.felves  a  coarfe  woollen  cloth  ;  and  if  they  were 
to  dofo  again,  he  believed  it  would  be  a  conliderable  faving 
to  the  country,  as  out  of  every  tv/enty  lliiiiings  fent  out  of 
the  country  to  purchafe  manufactures,  twelve  fliillings  of  it 
v/ere  wholly  loil:  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped  this  amend mientv*^oiild  not  be  agreed 
to,  as  he  trufted  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  houfe  at  pre- 
fent to  go  into  an  entenllve  inc^'eafe  of  the  impoft  duties^ 
They  had  dire<ited  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  to  report  a 
fyftem  for  newly  arranging  thofe  duties  at  the  next  fefiion. 
It  might  be  well,  therefore,  to  raife  from  2  to  300,000  dol- 
lars to  fupply  any  deficiencies  which  may  take  place  for  the 
current  year,  but  not  to  go  any  fu'dier-o  [Mr.  S.  here  read 
the  inftruCrions' which  have  been  g:v'!n  to  thi^  fecretary  of  the 
treafury  on  the  fubjecl,  together  with  his  letter.}.  He  faid 
they  had  better  difagree  to  the  increafe  on  the  cotton  goods. 
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tlian  to  adopt  the  amendment,  as  they  had  not  fufBcidnt  in- 
formation before  the.m  to  warrant  fuch  a  law. 

Mr.  Gallatin  laid,  it  had  been  repeatedly  afked,  and  no 
anAver  had  been  given  to  the  queftion,  why  this  fpecies  of 
cotton  goods  had  been  fele^led  for  an  additional  duty.  ^Vhn 
rc?Son  was,  the  cheapnefs  of  the  article  :  it  was  lower  than 
linen  -j  there  were  great  importations  of  it  from  the  jEaft-In- 
diesj  and  it  was  fuppofed  that  an  additional  duty  on  that  ar- 
ticle would  be  better  borne  than  upon  any  other.  It  might 
be  faid  there  fhould  be  a  proteiftin^r  duty  with  refpe^t  to 
calico  printers  in  this  country,  how  far  this  would  be  proper 
he  could  not  fay  at  prefent.  He  v/as  againft  the  amendmentj 
becanfe  it  extended  to  too  great  a  variety  of  articles  j  but,  at 
the  fame  time  he  could  not  agree  to  tax  thefe  cotton  goods 
alone.  If  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  taken 
velvets,  velverets,  fatiris,  filks,  and  a  few  other  articles,  he: 
viTiuld  have  voted  with  him;  not  becaufe  he  thought  either 
was  at  prefent  neceiTary ;  but  becanfe,  if  it  was  right  to  in« 
creafethe  duty  upon  one,  it  was  right  to  increafe  it  alio  upon 
the  other*  At  prefent,  he  fhould  vote  againfl  the  amend-' 
inent. 

Tiie  queflion  on  the  amendment  was  put  and  negatived 
48  to  27. 

Mr.  'V\^.  Smith  faid,  before  the  queftion  was  taken,  he 
willied  to  lay  before  the  houfe  a  prii^ted  letter  which  he  had 
received  on  the  fubjedt  of  laying  an  additional  duty  on  cotton. 

It  was  declared  to  be  unneceffary  to  read  it,  as  it  had  been 
fent  to  every  member  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Henderibn  moved _  that  velvets  and  velveteens  might 
fee  added  to  cotton  goods,  as  was  reported  by  the  feeretary 
of  the  treafcry. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  ♦  gentlemen  vv^ere  miftaken  if  they 
j:bought  of  fecuring  a  duty  upon  articles  of  this  nam^e,  as 
there  were  a  hundred  different  names  for  them,  which  would 
be  ufed  in  order  to  evjde  the. duty. 

The  queftion  wtIs  put  and  negatived,  there  being  only  25 
it- 
moved  to  add  fattins  and  other  wrought  iilks^ 
which  wns  negatived  35  to  30. 

The  queftion  on  the  original  refolution  was  then  put  and 
carried  42  to  38. 

Mr.  Harper  then  propofed  that  an  additional  duty  of  5 
cents  per  buihei  fliould  be  laid  upon  all  fait  im.ported  into 
t:^c  United    States.     Mr.    H,  read    the     letter    of  the  ie- 
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cretary  of  the  treafury,  wherein  he  mentions  fiilt  as  being  at 
a  mucli  lower  rate  of  duty  than  in  other  countries,  and  that 
no  tax  laid  upon  it  could  be  evaded  from  its  neceffity  and 
bulk.  Mr.  H.  added  as,  in  his  opinion  fatisfa(Si:ory  anfwers 
had  been  given  to  t he  objeiftions  which  had  been  urged  againft 
this  "tax,   it  was  not  neceffary  to  fay  more  on  the  fubju<St. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  the  arguments  of  the  fecretary  of  the 
treafury  were  excellent  fifcal  arguments,  and  went  to  fay, 
'<  provided  we  can  get  money,  no  matter  how."  He  faid  it 
could  not  be  fmuggled^  that,  faid  Mr.  G.  we  know  ;  whe- 
ther the  duty  was  increafed,  or  remained  as  it  was,  the  peo- 
ple mufl  confume  the  fame.  This  was  true,  and  the  fame 
arguments  might  be  ufed  for  taxing  the  light  or  the  water. 
Of  all  the  neceffaries  of  life,  a  duty  was  moft  eafily  col- 
levied  npon  fait  ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  which  had  induced 
other  countries  to  tax  it  fo  heavily  ;  and  yet,  he  faid,  this 
was  ufed  as  an  argument  for  increafing  the  duty  here  j  but 
he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  felt  any  confolation  upon  fucK 
an  increafe  of  duty,  that  there  v>rere  other  countries  wdiere 
the  duty  was  yet  higher. 

Mr.  G.  faid,  as  to  any  fatisfaftory  anfwers  which  had  been 
given  to  the  objections  to  this  tax,  he  had  not  heard  them  ; 
he  believed  they  had  not  been  anfwered  at  all ;  except,  in- 
deed, fullen  filence  might  be  deemed  fatisfadlory  anfwers  \  if 
it  Wjsre,  they  had  indeed  been  anfwered  fatisfaclorily. 

Mr.  G-.  here  repeated  the  obje(fl:ions  to  the  tax  which  he 
had  made  on  a  former  occafion,  viz.  that  it  would  operate 
as  a  poll  tax  ;  tliat  it  would  fall  partially  on  fome  diflri^ls  qf 
country,  and  upon  fome  ciaiTes  of  citizens  more  than  others. 
He  faid  fait  in  that  part  of  the  country  from  which  he  came 
w^as  already  upv/ards  of  four  dollars  a  bufhel,  and  that  it 
would  be  therefore  oppreffive~to  increafe  the  evil,  by  adding 
frefh  duties  upon  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  a  tax  on  fait  was  equally  objectionable, 
whether  it  v/as  conlidered  as  a  poll  tax,  or  as  a  tax  upon 
agriculture.  As  a  poll  tax,  every  one  would  fee  the  injuilice 
of  charging  all  men  alike  with  a  tax,  without  refpeft  to  their 
ability  to  pay  it  ;  as  a  tax  upon  agriculture,  he-v/as  able  to  fay 
fomething  from  experience.  He  v*' as  willing  to  give  all  the 
authority  to  the  opinion  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  which 
he  could  wiili,  but  he  could  not  yield  his  opinion  to  him. 
He  knew  that  agriculture  was  at  pref^nt  very  much  depreffed, 
by  the  high  price  of  fait  *,  he  had  himfelf  refrained  from  the 
ufe  of  it,  by  its  dearnefs,  though  he  believed  his  cattle   had 
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peen  the  worfe  for  it.  The  poorer  clafs  of  citizens  in  the  part 
Di  the  country  from  which  he  came  were  generally  owners  of 
cattle,  and  employed  themfelves  in  taking  care  of  them. 
Theie  men,  he  faidj  found  it  at  prefent  as  much  as  they  could 
do  to  make  a  comfortable  living,  and  any  additional  tax  on 
fait  would  be  very  ill  received  by  them.  He  was  fatisfied  that 
it  was  a  tax  which  would  operate  wdth  great  inequality,  it 
was  a  tax  upon  one  kind  of  employment,  upon  an  employ- 
ment which  was  generally  purfued  by  the  poorer  claiTes,  and 
confequently  leaft  able  to  pay  it.  It  might  be  faid  five  cents 
abufhel  v^^as  a  trifle  ;  but  he  faid  he  obje^led  to  it  from  the 
principle  of  taking  mioney  where  it  could  be  got,  as,  if  five 
cents  Vv^ ere  now  to  he  added,  the  fame  argument  would  hold 
for  adding  another  and  another  five  on  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Holland  was  oppoied  to  the  amendment;  he  faid  no 
article  which  could  be  mentioned  Vi?-,ould  bear  a  greater  aug- 
mentation th:an  faltj  indeed  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United 
States  might  be  raifed  frohi  it,  bscaufe  it  mufi:  be  ufed  by  eve^ 
ry  perfon  ;  but  that  was  no  reafon  why  the  whole  burden 
fhould  be  laid  on  it :  in  North  Carohna,  Mr.  Holland  faid, 
it  was  four  dollars  per  bufhel,  which  was  fufiiciently  high 
without  adding  to  the  price,  and  Vv^as  always  a  cafh  article, 
and  diincuit  to  be  had  for  that ;  It  being  an  article  of  abfo- 
lute  neceility,  the  rich  would  not  pay  morej  if  (b  mu,ch  as 
the  poor,  •       '  ' 

Mr.  Rutherford  faid,  he  v/as  agabft  this  tax  for-two  rea-. 
fons  ;  the  firil  v^'^as  on  account  of  its  inequality,  and  the  next 
on  account  of  its  odioufaefs.  A  tax  on  ialt,  hefaid,  was  al- 
mofl  like  taxiag  the  common  air.  Farmers  were  obliged  to 
ufe  large  quantities  of  it  for  their  fiiockj  it  rendered  them  do- 
cile and^eafy  to  be  managed.  Indeed  it  could  not  be  done 
without ,  a  perfon  was  nothing  vnthout  fait.  The  price  at 
prefent  was  enormous  on  the  frontier,  and  this  duty  would 
add  prodiglouily  to  it  5  for  this  reafon  he  Ihould  give  it  his 
fiat  oppofition. 

Mr.  Findley  faid,  becaufe  fait  was  neceiTary,  and  becaufe  it 
could  not  be  fmuggled,  would  not  furely  be  fufficient  argu- 
ments for  increafing  the  duty  upon  it.  The  h\v  of  reafon, 
he  laid,  was  the  law  of  juftice. — -Mr.  F.  gave  an  account  of 
theprogrefs  of  this  tax.  His  colleague,  Mr,  Gallatin,  muft 
have  been  mift'aken  as  to  the  price  which  this  article  bore 
in  the  weftern  country.  He  had  himfelf  lately  ipi'id/ix  gui- 
neas for  fix  bufJjels  of  fait.  Indeed  this  was  confidered  as  the 
greateft  inconvenience  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  they 
cou4d  not  at  prefent  be  relieved  from  it.     Providence  who 
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geheraily  beftowed  the  neceffanes  of  life  in  a  %'ery  general' 
manner,  had  not  provided  them  with  fait.  And  Ihail  we, 
for  this  reafon,  faid:  he,  monopolize  a  revenue  upon  it  P  For 
the  fame  reafon  would  hold  good  for  paying  the  whole  upon 
k,  as  a  part.  He  trufted  they  would  not  be  fo  unjuiT:  to  tlie 
people  of  that  <:ountry, 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  after  all  the  time  which  had  been  takeri 
lip  in  difcuffing  this  fubjeft,  he  would  not  occupy  the  atten= 
tion  of  the  committee  longer  than  \irhilil:  he  made  one  or 
two  remarks. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Gallatin^,  had  faid 
that  no  anfwer  had  been  given  to  his  objections   againfi:  an 
additional  tax  on  fait.     He  fhould  not  enter  into  a  difpute 
with  that  gentleman  upon  what  might  be  deemed  an  anfwer  y 
but  he  believed  many  m^embers  of  that  Houfe  would  remem- 
ber that  an  anfwer  was  given,  and  probably  they  might  alfo 
diink  it  a  fatisfaclory  one;  at  leaft  it  was  {o  to  one  perfon. 
The  objections  brought  againft  this  tax,  would  be  well  found- 
ed,  he  faid,  if  the  whole  revenue  was  propofed  to  be  raifed 
from  it ;  or  if  it  were  intended  as  a  fubftitute  for  a  land  tax, 
or  any  other  great  object  ;  if  2  or  3  miUions  of  dollars  were 
wanted  from  it,    then  it  might  be  objected   to  upon  good 
ground  :  but  when  loo^ooo   dollars  only  were  propofed  to 
be  drawn  from  this  fource,  he  did  not  think  the  objections 
would  hold.      Admiitting,  faid  Mr.  H.  that  there  was  fome 
inequality  in  the  operation  of  this  tax,   thofe  perfons  upon 
whom    it  fell  heavieft,  were  exonerated  from   many  other 
taxes  which  other  parts  of  the  country  had  to  pay.     They 
had,  for  inftance,  juft  agreed  to  increafe  the  duty  upon  a  cer- 
tain fpecies  of  cotton  goods,  of  which  they  would  not  purchafe 
a  llngle  yard.— The  prefent  revenue,  he  faid,  was  6,400,000 
dollars,  of  which  fait  pays  near  300,000  i  people  on  the  fron- 
tier, who  pay  for  fait  are  in  a  great  meafure  exempt  from 
other  articles  taxed  :  they  purchafed  neither  foreign  wines 
or  fpirits,  high  priced  dreires  nor  furniture  :— ^-all  they  want- 
ed was  corduroys,  &c.  v/hich  was   very  unfrequent.     If  5 
cents  per  bnfnei  was  laid  on  fitit,  thole  perfons  would  have 
about  a  dollar  a  year  more  to  pay,  and  nine  tenths  not  half 
3  dollar  :  what  could  be, mors  eafy  ?  Indeed,   except    the 
people  v/ere  told  of  the  duty  they  would  not  know  it,  as  its 
eftcCts  v/ould  be  io  trjEing. 

With  refpea  to  the  price  of  fait  at  Fort  Pitt,  as  a  gentle--^ 
ipian  had  obferved,  it  might  be  high,  but  was  this  occaiion- 
<id  by  a  duty  ?  No,   but    by  the  fituation  of  the  country* 
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Ought  they  txotf  then,  he  aik ed,  to  devife  fome  fpecies  of 
tax,  by  which  to  draw  fome  part  of  the  revenue  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  back  country  ?  lie  thought  To  far  from 
this  being  wrong,  that  juHice  required  it.  This  fijbje6l  did 
not  addrefs  the  underftanditigj  but  the  fenfibiiity  of  the 
houfe,  or  perhaps  the  fenfibiiity  of  thofe  out  of  the  houfe. 

The  objections  againft  the  tax  which  had  been  urged  he 
thought  ought  not  to  have  any  weight,  fince  it  would  operate 
with  the  greateft  equality  upon  the  whole,  and  there  would 
^e  fafety,  propriety  and  juftice  in  making  the  augmentation 
in  queftion. 

Suppofe  two  cents  were  put  inftead  of  five,  this  would  raifc 
a  good  fam,  and  be  very  eafy. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  that  the  committee  rife  5  which  was 
negatived,  there  being  only  25  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  the  queftion  had  beft  be  taken  on 
blank  cents,  then  five,  four,  or  any  numbeir  of  cents  could  af* 
tei*wards  be  added. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  loft. 
Ayes  41. 
Noes  48. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  the  committee  to  rife  and  re- 
port the  refolutions. 

Mr.  Harper  wiflied  the  committee  to  have  leave  to  lit 
again;  as  he  wiihed  to  call  up  one  other  of  the  refolutions 
which  had  been  referred  to  this  committee  ;  he  meant  that 
refpedting  an  additional  duty  on  ftamps. 

Mr.  Henderfon  alfo  faid  he  wiflied  to  take  the  fenfe  of 
the  committee  upon  feveral  other  articles  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them ;  but  promifed  he  would  not  occupy  much 
time  in  doing  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  hoped  the  committee  would  not  fit 
again,  as  the  feflion  was  fo  near  its  clofe. 

Mr.  Buck  faid  much  time  had  been  fpent  on  the  fiibjeCr, 
and  he  hoped  no  further  delay  would  be  made,  as  it  might 
go  to  defeat  the  bill  altogether. 

On  the  queftion  for  the  committee  fitting  again. 

Nays  48. 

Adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  18. 
An  engrofied  bill  allowing,  a  drawback  on  diftilled   fpirits 
exported  in  veflels  lels  than  30  tOtts,  by  the  Miffifippi,    was 
read  ^  third  time,  and  paffed. 
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Mr.  Swanwlck  prefented  a  memorial  of  George  Smith,  and 
one  from  John  Robertfon,  praying  refpedlively  for  tlie  reim- 
burfement  of  a  fum  of  money  which  they  paid  to  procure 
their  releafe  from  captivity  am.ong  the  Algerines. 

Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  examine  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  it  was  refolved  that  during  the 
remainder  of  the  feflion  it  be  a  ftanding  order  of  the  day, 
that  a  call  of  the  houfe  fliall  be  had,  as  foon  as  the  Speaker 
takes  the  chair,  at  the  hour  to  which  the  houfe  ftands  ad-» 
journcd  :  provided  that  when  a  quorum  appears  the  Speaker 
be  authorifed  to  fufpend  the  call. 

Mr.  Livingfton  prefented  a  petition  of  Samuel  Loudon,  of 
New-York,  praying  compenfation  for  fundry  fupplies  fur- 
nifhed  Udney  Hay,  deputy  quarter m after  for  the  faid  ftate, 
by  order  of  Timothy  Pickering,  quart ermafter-general  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  G.  Jackfon  prefented  a  petition  of  William  M«Kinly, 
praying  relief,  in  conlideration  of  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the 
petitioner,  on  account  of  his  contrail  with  Ifaac  Craig,  de- 
puty quartermafter-general,  for  the  delivery  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  Indian  corn,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1793. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petitions  be  referred  to  the  Comr 
mittee  of  Claims. 

'  Mr.  Murray  prefented  a  petition  of  James    Frazier,  col- 
lector for  the  diftriiSl  of  Vienna,  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland, 
ftatingthe  infufficiency  of  the  compenfation  allowed  him  by  " 
law  ;  and  praying  that  the  fame  may  be  increafed,  and    ren- 
dered more  adequate  to  his  fervices.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  called  up  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  in 
addition  to  the  a£t  to  provide  tor  mitigating  or  remitting  for-  . 
fetures  or  penalties,  in  cei'tain  cafes,  under  the  revenue  laws. 
His  object  was  to  move  its  recommittment,  in  order  to  amend 
the  report:  which  was  accordingly  done  to  MeiTrs.  Sitgreaves, 
S.' Smith  and  Gifwold. 

Mr.  Nicholas  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  certain  retailers  of  wines  and  fpirits,  on  the 
1 6th  inftant,  reported.  In  their  opinion  the  power  ought  to 
be  vefted  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  as  in  other  cafes 
under  the  revenue  laws. 

Referred  to  be  included  in  the  bill  iuft  now   recommitted. 

Vol.  IL  Z  V  " 
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Mr.  Gaiiatin  reported  a  bill  for  the  grant  of  certain  lands 
tO  John  C.  Symraes  and.  his  alTociates. 

Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  Monday. 

Mr.  D.  Fofter,  from  the  committee  of  claims^  made  a  re- 
port upon  the  petition  of  Robert  Ralftdn,  affignee  of  the  ef- 
tate  of  the  late  Thomas  Barclay.  The  faid  petitioner  prays 
to  be  allov/ed  for  the  fervices  of  the  faid  Thomas  Barclay,  as 
confnl  and  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  in  France,, 
■■ — as  commiffioner  for  fettling  of  accounts  in  Europe,  and  as 
a  commiffioner  for  negociating  a  treaty  of  Commerce  and 
Amity  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  The  committee  re-' 
port  in  his  favour  a  refoiution  to  the  following  effecl : 

"  Refolved,  that  the  Accountant  Officers  of  the  Treafury 
be  directed  to  give  credit  to  the  account  of  Thomas  Barclay 
69,280  livres  17  fous,  excluHye  of  his  expences,  in  full  com- 
penfatioh  for  his  fervices  whilft  employed  abroad  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  States.^'  Referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  on  Tuefday. 

The  houfe  entered  on  the  unfiniflied  buiinels  of  yeflerday, 
viz.  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  farther  re=- 
'venue. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  that  for  laying  an  addi- 
tionaV  half  cent  6n  brown  fugar  being  the  firft  taking  up^ 

Mr. ,  Harper  moved  to  ftribe  out  the  word  half,  and  infert 
ofie  cent.  His  reafon  for  not  propoiing  it  at  an  earlier  period, 
was,  that  he  had  fuppofed  the  duty  On  more  articles  would 
have  been  augmented:  that  not  bein?  the  cafe,  it  was  im- 
portant  that  the  doty  on  brown  fugar  and  molalfes  fliould  be 
farther  increafed,  to  provide  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefent, 
ind  the  deficiency  of  the  laft  year :  the  addition  pfopofed 
might  be  eftimated  at  200,000  dollars.  Admitting  that  the 
revenue  of  1796  v/ould  be  more  than  that  of  1795,  with  all 
the  favings  which  could  be  made,  there  v/ould  ftili  be  a  de- 
ficiency: they  ought  not,  however,  to  depend  on  favings,  and 
be  fatisfied  with  juft  enough.  Some  gentlemen  had  faid  that 
a  revenue  from  commerce  was  a  very  precarious  foundation 
to  build  on  •,  at  that  time  they  agreed  a  neceffity  for  great  in- 
creafe  to  our  revenue,  to  meet  our  demands,  now  they  faid 
little,  or  no  addition,  with  all  the  favings  which  might  be 
be  made  was  equivalent  to  our  wants.  How  their  opinion 
came  fo  changed,  Mr.  Harper  could  not  concieve.  The 
truth  was,  their  former  opinion  was  juft,  as  it  refpedted  our 
wants,  and  that  being  the  cafe,  and  not  being  to  refort  to 
any  other,  a  larger  fum  than  200,000   dollars  ought  to   be 
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railed  from  this,  which,  with  all  the  favings,  he  prefumed, 
would  be  but  fufhcieot.  Gentlemen  i;iow  tell  us,  faid  he, 
there  is  not  the  leaft  profpecl"  of  a  land  tax;  before,  when  they 
had  hope,  a  .tax  on  commerce  could  not  be  at  ail  relied  on. 
Thofe  gentlemen's  former  arguments,  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
great  want  of  revenue,  had  almofi:  prevailed  upon  him  to 
adopt  the  idea  of  a  land  tax;  but  now  after  two  or  three 
weeks,  feeing  the  impra<Sicability  of  that  mode,  they  had 
abandoned  it,  and  hy,  we  have  revenue  enough,  with  the 
requifite  favings !  Remaining  under  a  forcible  knowledge  of 
our  wants,  and  the  precarious  ftate  of  our  affairs,  Mr.  H« 
faid,  he  hoped  they  would  not  reft  with  a  bare  fufnciency, 
but  guard  againft  unforefeen  dangers  and  accidents,  by  adopt- 
ing the  refolution| 

Mr.  Dent  faid  that  as  the  houfe  had  agreed  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  no  alteration  could  be  made 
without  a  recommittment.  On  Mr.  Harper's  application  to 
the  chair,  the  Speaker  read  the  rule,  that  no  addition  could 
take  place  in  the  houfe, and  obferved  that  the  gentleman  might 
move  it  when  the  bill  was  brought  iuo  He  therefore  withdrew 
his  motion. 

The  refolution  as  reported,  then  paiTed:  alfo,  that  for 
laying  one  cent  per  gallon  on  molalTeSj  and  nine  cents  per  lb. 
on  fugar  candy. 

There  was  a  diviilon  on  the  queftion  for  laying  an  additional 
duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  on  cotton  goods. 
Ayes  46, 
Noes  28.  - 

The  duty  of  two  cents  per  lb«  on  Bohea  Tea,  pafled  with- 
out a  divifion. 

MelTrs.  Harper,  Davenport,  and  Henderfon  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  prepare  a  bill  purfuant  to  the  refo- 
lutions. 

/  Here  fome  converfation  enfued  on  the  bufinefs  next  to  be 
entered  upon:  Mr.  Parker  obferved  that,  as  the  fubjecl  of 
appropriation  was  to  come  forward  on  Monday,  it  would  be 
neceiTary  to  bring  forward  the  naval  bulinefs,  that  the  houfe 
may  know  whether  to  appropriate  or  not  for  that  objedl,  in 
the  bill  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Was  forry  any  difputable  fubjeifl:  jQiould  be  in- 
troduced into  the  appropriation  bill ;  this  bufmefs  might  have 
been  fettled  earlier  in  the  feffion :  the  inconveniencies  vi'-ere 
fo  great  that  he  knew  not  how  they  were  to  be  immediately 
furmounted. 
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The  queftion  wa^  put  to  go  Into  the  naval  bufmefs  and 
carried. 

Ayes  41. 
Noes  36. 

The  houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  for  granting  an  appropriation  for  the  finilh- 
ing  the  three  Frigates,  and  alfo  upon  the  bill  repealing  that 
part  of  the  a£l  which  provided  for  the  officering  and  manning 
the  frigates,  both  having  been  committed  to  the  fame  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair.  Tliat 
for  repealing  a  part  of  the  former  law  came  firft  under  con- 
flderation. 

Mr.  Harrifon  v/ifhed  the  committee  to  rife,  and  that  the 
bill  may  be  fent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  add  the  v/ords  "  or  any  other  afts" 
fo  as  to  read  "To  much  of  an  acl  entitled  an  a£t  to  provide  a 
naval  armament,  or  any  other  aBs  which  relate  to  the  officer- 
ing &c.  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  he  could  not  abandon  the  idea  of  our 
fometime  becoming  a  naval  power;  he  very  much  difliked 
the  repealing  this  adl;  in  order,  however,  to  make  the  bill 
more  palatable,  and  to  remove  fbme  of  the  embarraflments 
which  the  Senate  would  otherwife  have  to  encounter,  he 
would  move  to  fubftitute  inftead  of  the  words  <<  repeal"  the 
words    <'  fufpend  for  years." 

Mr.  Coit  thought  the  very  beginning  of  the  Frigates  a 
wild  notion,  and  hoped  the  mofl  diftantidea  of  manning  them, 
would  not  enter  gentlemens  minds  ,  he  fhould  therefore  op- 
pofe  the  motion. 

Mr.  Swanwick  thought  if  the  laf]:  gentleman's  ideas  wqre 
juff,  that  it  was  fo  wild,  whimfical,  and^  vifionary  a  fpecu- 
lation,  there  could  be  no  danger  from  its  fufpenfion,  becaufe 
another  legiflature  would  doubtlefs  fee  the  folly  of  the  pro- 
je<51: ;  there  was  no  danger  of  their  being  flruck  with  the  no- 
tion. To  reftrain  the  object  of  thefe  vefTels  would  be  only 
holding  up  this  country  to  ridicule.  Let  us  not,  faid  he,  dic- 
tate to  future  legiflatures,  but  give  them  power,  if  their 
finances  fhould  allow  it,  and  th^y  are  willing,  to  ufe  the  fliips 
as  they  pleafe.  Why  fhould  we  hamper  them  with  our  forced 
reftridtions.  In  private  life  men  do.not  like  to  be  under  the 
forced  re fi:ri<Sf  ions  of  others,  and  it  could  not  be  pleafant  for 
us  to  alTume  a  power  to  diredl  our  fuccefTors.  He  hoped  it 
wouLi  fobe  left  as  not  to  intrude  on  their  privilege. 
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Mr.  Nicholas  faici  it  was  not  the  duty  of  members  in  that 
houfe  to  consider  what  other  men  in  future  times  may  do, 
but  to  do  themfehes  what  was  right.  He  could  not  conceive 
how  a  gentleman  who  faw  it  wrong  n^w  could  believe  he 
could  think  it  right  two  or  three  years  hence,  Th's  was 
a  contTadi£lion  to  gentlemens  own  c^ions :  If  it  was  to  be 
left  to  the  teft  of  experience,  it  wouid  be  beft  to  leave  it  to 
a  future  legiflature :  The  three  br/inches  was  always  compe- 
tent to  any  objeft,  and  if  they  faw  right  could  revife  it. 
But  it  feemed  as  the  gentleman  wliiied  to  leave  it  in  the  pow- 
er of  one  or  two  branches  only :  this  he  tiiought,  ought  never- 
to  be  done.  What  we  now  do,  faid  he,  is  no  more  binding 
on  our  fucceffors,  than  a(rts  of  our  predecefTors  on  us.  He 
hoped  it  would  reft  as  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Venable  faid,  it  feemed  the  gentleman  v/ho  moved  the 
amendment  did  not  think  necefTary  the  fliips  iliould  now  be 
manned.  The  operation  of  the  amendment  appeared  to  put 
it  in  the  power  of  one  branch  of  the  legiflature,  at  a  future 
day  to  man  the  fhips,  and  fend  them  to  fea.  He  was  fur- 
prifed  at  the  changeablenefs  of  the  gentleman  wdio  moved, 
and  favoured  the  equipment .  When  a  naval  armament  was 
hrft  propofed,  it  was  objected  to  as  looking  like  forming  a 
naval  eftabliihment ;  they  then  told  us  it  was  expreflly  to  re- 
pel the  encroachments  of  the  Algerinesj  and  that  as  foon  as 
peace  was  obtained  with  that  power,  the  building  of  them 
was  to  ftop:  now  they  come  forward  and  avow  a  deiire  to  have 
a  naval  eftablifliment.  Thus  orginates  evils  which  if  not 
ftopped  early,  would  fpread  and  become  dangerous.  The  only 
fair  argument  they  have  on  the  fubjecl  is,  that  a  navy  is  now 
become  necefTary.'  Certain  it  is  that  if  they  intend  to  have  a 
naval  eftablifliment,  to  protecl  our  commerce  and  repel  our 
injuries,  three  Frigates  will  be  very  incompetent  to  the 
obje^l.  He  fhould  not  objecl  to  finifbing  them,  and  only 
becaufe  fo  much  had  been  expended  on  them  already  ;  but 
fhould  ever  oppofe  fitting  them  for  fea. 

Mr.  Swanwick  alked  the  gentleman  what  fecurity  there 
was-  in  a  peace  with  Algiers  ?  could  he  fay  we  w^ere  at  peace 
with  them  now?  certainly  we  are  in  a  worfe  lituation  with 
that  power  now  than  then:  we  are  parting  with  our  cafli, 
which  makes.it  fuch  a  fcarce  article,  and  yet  we  have  no  be- 
nefit. Now  it  is. faid  it  is  altogether  a'viflon,  a  fancy  or  a 
dream.  Then  gentlemen  get  up  and  alk  what  we  are  to  ^o 
with  three  Frigates  ?  He  v/ould  anfwer  that  fo  far  as  they 
went  they  gave  ftability  and  protedion  to  our  commerce. 
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True  they  were  not  30  Frigates,  but  he  believed  few  as  they 
were,  they  would  lave  more  than  5  times  what  they  coft  in 
only  one  year.     The  richeft  Ihips  we  have    are  nd  w   taken 
iind  robbed  by  ever  pickarooOj  and  pirate  infefting  the   feas, 
becanfe  we  have  no  fecurlty,  and  he  was  furprifed  it  was  not 
worfe  ?  he  had  no  doubt  but  it  would  be  an  emolument ;  it 
would  be  a  proteftion  to  the  great  revenue  we  ^njoy.     That 
very  trade,  he  faid,    which  was  fubjecl  to  fi3oliatlon   from  fuch 
petty  robbers,  paid  into  the  revenue  5  or  6   millions  of  duty 
annually.     If  this  was  dill  permitted  to  be  encroached  on,  it  . 
was    an  error,  and  it  would  foon  be  feen,  and  this  was  by  a 
people  called  "  free  and  enlightened!  "     He  had  no  doubt 
they  would  foon  be  enlightened  enough  to  fee  they  had  done 
v/rong.     If  gentlemen  are    againft  finifhing  thefe  Frigates, 
whydothey  not  come  forward  and  declare  it?  Letus  fell  them, 
faid  he,  at  public  auction :  what  will  be  the  efteifl:  if  we  have 
it  told  at  our  wharves  that  we  obje£l  to  man    them,  becaufe 
we  have  peace  with  Algiers !  He  hoped  they  would  be  manned, 
or  elfe  have  tacked   to  the   bill,  that  when    fmifhed,    they 
were  to  be  fold   for  Eaft-Indiamen,   or  fomething.'     If  that 
was  gentlemen's  wifli,  this  was  the  time  to  come  forward  and 
fay  fo  j  and  let  it  be  put  in  the  bill.     He  would  afk  was   there 
any  thing  is  the  name  of  government  if  it    operated  in  tbAz 
manner  ?  It  was  extraordinary  condu£l  indeed. 

Gentlemen  fay  they  will  not  vote  to  finifh  thefe  frigates, 
except  the  repeal  for  manning  is  included ;  when  it  goes  up  to 
the  Senate,  may  they  not  fay  they  will  not  vote  to  finifh,  ex- 
cept  it  be  to  man  them  ?  But,  Mr.  Swanwick  faid,  he  uip- 
pofed  gentlemen  depended  upon  negociationif  any  thing  was 
wrong.  What  was  the  confequences  of  our  late  negociation? 
We  have  two  things  before  us,  treaty  or  jhlps .  As  for  treaty, 
we  have  feen  our  money  fent  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  and  fcat- 
tered  a  thoufand  ways  5  this  was  throwing  it  into  the  ocean. 
He  bad  heard  of  an  Afiatic  throwing  a  ring  into  the  fea  to 
marry  it :  it  feemed  this  money  was  gone  for  the  fame  pur- 
p'ofe,  and  its  ufe  would  be  no  better  than  the  Afiatic's  ring. 
He  thought  the  mofl  compleat  treaty  was,  power  to  refift 
aggrellion.  This  bufinefs  of  negociation  is  very  unproiitable : 
you  may  obtain  fair  promifes  from  foreign  minifters,  but  very 
poor  redrefs,  if  any;  the  merchant  may  then  go  home  and 
fay  he  has  been  robbed,  but  can  obtain  no  redrefs  from  any 
nation ;  part  of  his  property  is  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the 
hands  of  a  people  without  controul  of  law  •,  this  indeed  is  the 
fituation  of  the  whole  French  Republic  at  prefent  in  that 
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country.     Yefterday,  faid  Mr.  S.  I  heard  you  voting  a  lax  on 
fugar  :  Where  does  that  article  come  from  ?  From  the  French 
¥/eft  India  colonies  moftly.  You  go  on  laying  a  duly  on  that 
article  which  even  one  frigate  would  protect  from  fpoliation, 
and  yet  refufe  to  appropriate  that  very  duty  towards  its  pro- 
teffcion.     He  did  not  think  any  French  or  Englifh  ihip  of  war 
would  attack  our  frigates  while  at  peace,  but  his  wifii  was  to 
prote£l  the  commerce  from  thofc  drawbacks.     As  he  read  in 
the  conititution  that  Congrefs  had  the  power  to  protect  com- 
merce, and  as  he  found  gentlemen  voting  millions  for  the  mi- 
litary ef^ablifhment,  he  fhould  hope  the  obje£l  of  navai  pro- 
tection would  obtain.     He  agreed  with  the  amendment,  as  it 
was  better  to  fufpend  than  repeal,  as  the  power  of  manning 
them  would  then  remain  with  a  future  Congrefs. 
The  queftion  on  the  amendment  was  put  and  loft. 

Ayes  30. 

Noes  51. 

Mr.  Harrifon  moved  for  the  committee  to  rife  and  report 
the  bill  without  amendments. 

Mr.  Hartley  hoped  it  would  not.  As  the  frigates  would 
iiot  be  finifhed  before  next  feffion,  if  it  was  proper  to  man 
them,  or  fufpend  it,  that  houfe  would  be  bed  able  to  judge. 

Mr.  Parker  hoped  the  committee  would  not  rife,  but  that 
the  other  bill  may  be  taken  up,  that  they  may  go  hand  in 
hand. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  it  feemed,  that  gentlemen  were  making 
a  new  bufinefs  of  this.  At  the  time  it  was  brought  forward 
gentlemen  voted  in  favour  of  it  becaule  the  law  was  to  be  re- 
pealed. He  voted  to  feparate  the  bills,  becaufe  he  conceived 
it  would  not  be  right  to  fay  to  the  Senate,  You  ihali  do  two 
things  together,  or  neither.  He  hoped  the  couiinittee  would 
rife,  that  the  houfe  may  not  have  fuch  power  over  the  bufi- 
nefs, as  to  keep  it  back.  If  the  other  bill  pais  the  Senate, 
faid  he,  we  can  take  up  this,  and  pafs  it  in  afhort  tim^e. 

Mr.  Parker  thought  this  a  moft  extraordinary  procedure^ 
to  fay  we  will  not  pafs  the  appropriation  bill,  until  we  know 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  that  for  repealing.  He  thought 
the  Senate- had  as  great  a  right  to  exercife  their  difcretion as 
that  houfe.  He  never  expected  to  have  heard  fuch  exprefli- 
ons.  This  was  holding  out  a  dictum  for  their  conduft;  this 
he  thought  neither  fair  nor  proper. 

Mr.  Venable  thought  tiie  bills  were  connected.  He  wifiied 
to  vote  merely  for  finifhing  the  frigates.     He  hoped  the  com- 
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hiittee  would  not  rii^^,  but  that  it  might  be  fo  amended  as  to 
add  the  other  bill  to  it.  When  he  voted  for  the  appropriati- 
dn,  he  faid  he  voted  for  it  only  in  fuch  manner  as  Ihould  be 
reconciieabie  with  his  judgment.  If  the  gentleman  would 
wave  his  motion  and  the  houfe  would  fo  connect  it,  he  Ihould 
be  gratified. 

Mr.  Harrifon  faid,  as  the  laft  gentleman's  ideas  were  fully 
to  his  piirpofe  he  ihould  withdraw  his  motion. 

On  motion  being  made  for  conne6ling  the  bills, 
■  Mr.  Buck  hoped  it  would  not  prevail.  The  only  reafon  he 
faw  to  object,  and  he  thought  that  very  forcible,  was,  that  it 
difcovered  a  jealoufy  in  that  houfe  io  another  branch  of  the 
-government,  which  he  thought  very  unjuftifiable.  He  had 
voted  for  tne  repeal,  but  fliould  not  vote  for  the  appropriati- 
on. He  thought  they  ought  to  a(St  for  themfelvcs,  without 
a  view  of  the  other  branch,  any  member  may  vote  which  way 
he  pleafed,  but  to  fay  he  would  not  vote  for  one  without 
they  go  together,  was  unfair.  He  could  fee  nojufticeinfuch 
a  miftruft  from  this  branch  of  the  legiflature.  Suppofe,  he 
faid,  the  bills  go  to  the  Senate  feparate,  they  may  concur  in 
the  appropriation,  and  reje^l  the  repeal:  even  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  were  it  to  be  left,  the  executive  could  not  man  the  fri- 
gates, unlefs  they  could  obtain  farther  appropriations,  to  ob- 
ftrucl  v/hich  v/ould  be  preferable,  and  would  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  Senate  toembarrafs  this  houfe. 

Mr.  Venable  faid  his  vote  was  given  without  any  relation 
whatever'to  the  Senate :  he  thought  any  act  paiTed  by  this 
houfe  could  not,  when  fent  up  to  the  Senate  be  termed  dif- 
tefpe^tful,  for  each  branch  had  a  right  to  a£l  for  themfelves. 
He  v/as  furprifed  to  hear  the  gentleman  laft  up,  fay  he  fhould 
not  vote  this  appropriation,  for  he  had  heard  him  fay,  on  a 
former  occafion  that  he  would  vote  an  appropriation  for  any 
treaty,  law,  or  whatever  (hould  exift  to  call  for  it.  Mr.  Ve- 
nable  confeffed  himfelf  to  be  of  a  very  different  opinion,  for 
he  always  thought  the  houfe  had  a  difcretionary  power  to  grant 
it  or  not,  but  that  gentleman  had  long  faid,  it  had  none. 

Mr.  Buck  faid,  as  his  do6~trines  had  been  called  in  quefti- 
on,  he  muft  beg  indulgence  to  explain.  He  never  laid  that 
the  houfe  had  not  a  right  to  judge  on  the  propriety  of  appro- 
priation, in  an  exifting  law  :  he  conceived  a  treaty  quite  ano- 
ther thing:  The  Prelident  and  Senate  have  a  conftitutionai 
power  to  make  a  treaty,  in  that  he  faid,  he  did  advocate  that 
that  houfe  had  no  right  to  withhold  appropriations  :  but  in 
laws;,  v/here  the  power  of   making  relb  partly  in  that  houfe. 
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tliC}-  had  a  right  to  grant  or  withhold.     This,  he  faid,  he  had 
always  held. 

Mr,    Nicholas  faid,  this   appeared  to  him  a  very  unrea* 
ibilable  clamour  in  behalf  of  the  Senate.  _  The  gentleman  laft 
up  feemed  very  careful  not  to  awaken  the  jealoufy  of  the  Se- 
nate, how  could  he  know  what  part  would  awaken  that  idea 
of  difrepect  ?  He  had  formed  his  mind  to  vote  on  the  fubje^l, 
and  furely  every  member  might  do  fo  without  a  fear  of  iliow- 
ing  difrefpeft  to  another  branch.     The  gentleman  had  faid, 
that  this  houfe  may  refufe  to  appropriate  for  a  law  :  now 
fuppofe  the  Senate  refufe  to  repeal   without  we  appropriate, 
we  then  are  forced  to  choofe  one  of  two  evils.     Very  often 
Mr.  N.  faid,  the  houfe  were  obliged  to  appropriate  for  ^  law, 
it  may  be  fo  far  executed  that  they  could  not  refufe.     Sup- 
pofe  the  Prefident  Ihould,  after  this,  appoint  officers  to  enlift 
men  for  the  frigates,  how  could  the  houfe  refufe  to  pay  them  ? 
While  a  law  exifted  to  man  thefe  ihips  it  would  be  difficult  to 
prevent  it :  it  would  enable  thofe  who  vrere  friendly  to  the 
meafurc,  to  carry  it  into  effe(51:.     He  hoped  therefore,  the 
houie  would     net  run  the  ri£k,  by  leaving  k  open  to  fuch. 
poffible  intruilon.      -    - 

Mr.  8.  Smith  thought  this  was  a  very  unfair  way  of  doing 
buhnefsj  but  he  bad  been  ufed  to  fuch  things.  He  thought 
this  form  of  tachhig  was  very  improper  and  unfair.  It  had 
been  obfe^^"?d,  that"  we  were  ike  mojl  free  a?i4  enlightened  peo- 
ple^ but  he  thought  thofe  v/ho  advocated  thefe  meafures  prov- 
ed the  very  contrary, 

Mr.  S '.vanwiek  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  a  kind  of  legiila- 
tive  ftratagem,  the  whole  intention  of  the  bulinefs  could  be 
eaiily  dif:overed  ,  if  there  was  nothing  improper  why  ihould 
they  ienr  to  truft  the  Senate  with  it :  having  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  both  Iv/ils,  gentlemen  could  not  eafily  excufe  themfelves 
for  voti3^(7  for  the  repeal,  as  it  would  go  out  into  the  country 
that  many  had  voted  contrary  to  their  arguments,  thus  we 
are  forced  to  vote  againft  our  own  opinion,  or  not  have  the 
frigates  finiilied.  He  could  plainly  fee  that  gentlemen  meant 
to  defeat  the  objeiSl,  and  he  thought  in  a.  very  unfair  way. 

M:-\  W.  Lyman  fpoke  much  of  the  impolicy  and  impro- 
priety of  the  meafures  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  fupported  na- 
val preparations  ;  ioine  time  back,  he  faid,  thofe  very  gen- 
tlemen were  adviilng  us  to  cultivate  our  land,  and  not  regard 
commerce,  it  was  a  broken  reed  to  depend  on;  but  now  they 
yr\x\t  to  nut  the  nation  to  an  enormous  expence  to  protect  that 
comtiierce    thev  thought  {o  Lghtlv  o£     The  frigates   would 
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coft  more  than  doable  the  money  which  was  at  firft  eftimated, 
this  would  be  a  difgrace  to  any  nation:  the  whole  procefs  of 
the  biifinefs  had  been  bad,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  efti- 
m^te  now  before  the  houfe  would  be  found  deficient  i 
though  he  thought  a  fmall  navy  would  be  ufeful,  yet  until  he 
faw  its  procefs  condu(Sled  more  fairly,  and  with  more  difcre- 
tion,  he  fhould  ngt  vote  a  fhilling  to  it,  for  the  wafte  of  mo- 
ney which  had  been  difcovered  in  this,  had  given  him  a  dif- 
taiie  to  it. 

A  remark  having  fallen  from  Mr.  Lyraan,  on  the  confti- 
tiiiionality  of  this  appropriation, 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  that  what  the  gentleman  obferved, 
only  refpecced  the  army;  the  conftitution  fays,  an  appro- 
priation for  the  army  fiiall  not  be  made  for  more  than  two 
years ;  but  it  faid  not  a  word  about  reftridling  a  navy,  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  framers  of  the  conftitution  had  a  view  to  a 
navy,  as  in  three  different  parts  it  makes  mention  of  it.  [Here 
Mr.  Smith  read  thofe  parts  from  the  conftitution. }  The 
queftion  was  not  whether  to  repeal  the  law  or  not,  but  whe- 
ther the  appropriation  bill  was  to  be  tached  to  the  repeal. 
When  before  taken  up  a  majority  voted  for  two  bills,  and 
they  are  accordingly  reported,  and  now  the  two  are  to  be 
united  :  this,  faid  he,  is  dire^fing  the  Senate  to  vote  a  certain 
way  becaufe  this  houfe  faw  it  right.  This  was  a  kind  of  co- 
ercion which  would  oblige  them,  (if  they  fupport  their  ihde- 
pendance  which  they  certainly  will)  to  reje<St  the  repeal.  This, 
he  faid,  was  afpirit  wk^ch  every  gentleman  in  the  houfe  felt* 
He  therefore  hoped  there  would  be  two  bills. 

Mr.  Gallatin  cidnot  conceive  thisa  queftion  on  the  conftitu- 
tion— -it  was  not  on  the  power  of  the  Houfe  as  to  the  fubjedt 
of  appropriation,  but  merely  on  conne«5ting  the  two  bills. 
He  conceived  it  perfectly  right  and  proper  to  conne<St  them, 
becaufe  the  fubje(S]:  of  them  was  the  fame.  It  was  not  novel: 
appropriation  and  repeal  had  before  been  connected.  In- 
deed he  thought  it  improper  to  hold  the  fenate  in  any  con- 
fideration  at  all.  He  fhould  not  be  guided  by  any  appre- 
henftons  of  what  they  would  do.  The  gentleman  laft  up 
had  faid,  it  was  unfair  to  connect  them,  as  it  would  oblige 
members  who  oppofed  one,  to  vote  for  both  :  now  a  majori* 
ty  will  always  oecidc,  and  thofe  in  the  minority  will  always 
be  afte^^ted.  That  gentleman  would  rather  take  a  queftion 
on  each.  Mr.  G.  faid  he  would  rather  on  both  together  \ 
but  both  will  not  be  material  more  than  in  a  certain  degree. 
Be  farther  obferved  that  a  deciflon  had  besn  come  to,  to 
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keep  the  fubjefts  apart :  this,  Mr.  G.  fiud,  was  only  in  order 
to  give  leave  to  the  committee  to  report  one  or  two  bills  j 
but  that  could  not  now  affeft  the  decilion  :  the  Houfe  might 
now  do  as  they  pleafed.  He  looked  upon  the  firft  a6t  of  the 
law  as  rather  explanatory  of  the  other :  A  law  palTed  lail: 
year  for  the  equipment  of  the  frigates  ;  the  firft  law  expire.', 
as  to  the  nianning  them ;  it  is  therefore  only  for  fear  the 
word  "equipment,"  ihould  be  lb  conftrued  as  to  mean 
<«  manning"  that  we  wifh  a  conne£lion  of  thefe  bills. 

He  thought  it  more  candid  and  fair,  to  have  both  the  ob- 
jects before  the  Senate  at  one  time,  than  to  feparate 
them.  If  they  think  it  an  attack  upon  their  privileges  they 
would  a6t  confiftent  therewith. 

Mr.  Williams  could  not  fee  where  the  difference  w^as, 
whether  the  bills  were  apart  or  not.  He  was  forry  any  jea- 
iouly  fhould  be  difcovered  towards  another  branch ;  if  the 
amendment  were  to  go  to  the  Senate  they  had  power  to  re- 
jeftany  part.  The  next  Congrefs  would  take  a  view  of  the 
fubjed,  and  do  what  they  thoughtfright,  as  the  frigates 
would  not  be  fit  to  be  manned  till  then. 

Mr.  Buck  again  repeated  his  objections  to  uniting  the 
bills. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  thought  there  could  be  no  good  reafons 
for  uniting  the  bills.  There  had  not  yet  been  any  appro- 
priation made,  and  the  money  was  nearly  expended,  he  tho't 
the  appropriation  fhould  be  pafled  immediately,  as  he  had 
no  doubt  but  both  houfes  would  ultimately  unite  to  this  ob- 
je^l.  If,  therefore  any  money  was  to  be  appropriated,  let  it 
be  done,  and  then  if  the  Hoiife  thought  proper  to  agree  to 
the  repeal,  it  could  be  done,  as  no  delay  ought  to  be  made. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Gallatin,  faid  the 
other  day,  that  he  would  not,  under  any  iituation,  vote  the 
fupply  until  he  knew  whether  there  was  any  intention  to  fit 
them  for  fea  or  not.  This,  Mr.  S.  thought,  the  principal 
point  j  but  except  that  gentleman,  with  others,  thought  the 
ihips  were  to  remain  in  the  fame  fituation  as  at  prefent,  it 
certainly  was  necefiary  to  agree  to  the  appropriations,  this 
was  voted  on  all  hands,  though  fome  could  not  agree  to  go 
all  lengths.  He  did  not  believe  many  could  be  found  in  the 
houfe  who  would  wi£h  them  to  remain  and  rot  on  the  ftocks : 
but  for  gentlemen  to  fay  they  would  not  agree  to  grant  the 
fupply  except  the  other  part  was  repealed,  he  thou<T;ht 
wrong.  It  was  true,  they  bad  the  power  to  withhold  even 
appropriations  for  the  Preiident's  falary,  Senate,  &c*  but  if 
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fuch  oppofition  was  fupportedj  government  could  not  long 
exift.  That  houfe  had  power  over  the  Senate,  and,  vic^ 
verfa,  the  Senate  over  that  Houfe^,-— each  had  a  right  to 
think  and  do  as  they  pleafed,  but  it  would  be  wrong  in  one 
to  curtail  the  privilege  of  the  other  by  an  ill-timed  oppofition, 
this  v/as  merely  to  fhow  a  fpleen  which  could  not  but  be  to 
the  detriment  and  delay  of  buiinefs. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rofe  to  anfwer  fonie  obfervations  made  by 
ivlr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Venablc,  and  proceeded  to  fhew  the 
impropriety  of  tacking  the  bills  :  he  faid  it  v/ould  produce  in- 
furmountable  difficulties.  He  never  could  agree  to  this  tor^ 
tus  difccvdans  being  fent  up  to  the  Senate. 

"Mr.  Venable  anfwered.  The  queilion  was  then  put  for 
tacking  the  two  bills,  and  carried. 

Ayes  41,  ; 

Noes  36. 
The  Committee  then  rofe,  and  the  Houfe  took  up   the  a^ 
mendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  \  when 

Mr.  W.  Sniith  faid,  as  the  queftion  would  firfi:  be  taken 
on  the  amendment  and  then  upon  the  refolution  as  amended, 
a  member  who  wiftied  to  vote  for  the  finifhing  of  the  fri- 
gates, but  not  for  the  repeal,  would  not  have  an  opportuni- 
ty of  Ihewing  liis  fentiments  by  the  Yeas  and  Nays.  In  or- 
der that  members  who  thought  with  him  might  have  an  op^ 
pcrtunity  of  Ihewing  their  vote,  he  called  for  the  Previous 
Queilion  upon  the  propofition. 

The  Speaker  declaring  that  this  motion  was  not  in  order, 
Mr.  W.  Smith  called  for  the  Yeas  and  Nays  upon  the  a- 
mendment. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid,  rather  than  not  obtain  an  appropna- 
tion  for  finiihing  the  frigates,  he  ihould  vote  in  favour  of 
the  amendment,  though  he  was  of  the  fame  opinion  with 
the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina,  Mr.  W.  SiTiith,  as  to  the 
unfairoefs  of  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  Dent  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr,  Muhlenberg  {aid,  as  the  amendment  flood  annexed 
to  the  other  bill,  he  fhould  vote  againil  it ;  though  if  the 
fabjecl;  had  continued  in  a  feparate  bill,  he  ihould  have  vot- 
ed in  favour  of  it. 

The  queftion.  was  then  taken  by  Yeas  and  Navs  as  follow ; 
YEAS. 
Theodorus  Bailey^  •  Matthew  Locke. 

Abraharh  Baldwin^  Samuel  Lyman, 

David  Bardj  Wiliiara  Lyman^ 
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Thomas  Blount, 
Nathan  Bryan,  r 
Demiey  Burges, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton, 
Jolhiia  Colt, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
Wiliiani  Cooper, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
George  Dent, 
William  Findley, 
JeiTe  Franklin, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 
Albert  Gallatin. 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
Tames  Gillefpie, 
Chriftopher  Greenup, 
Henry  Glen, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
John  Hathorn, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon,  - 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
George  Leonard, 
Edward  Livingfton, 


Sam-ael  M^chj^ 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madifon, 
John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Anihony  New,  ^ 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Page, 
John  Patten, 
John  Richards, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Tompfon  J.  Skinner, 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifa-ac  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
Thomas  Sprigg, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
William  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 
Abraham  Venable, 
John  Williams,  and  ■ 
Richard  Winn.  ^g 


Thofe  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 
Theophiius  Bradbury,  Francis  Malbone, 


Daniel  Buck, 
Samuel  W.  Dana, 
James  Davenport, 
George  Ege, 
Abie!  Fofter, 
Dv/ight  Fofter, 
Chauneey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Grifwoid, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper^ 
Thomas  Hartley, 
John  Heath, 
William  Hindman, 

The   bill  was  then  recommitted 


Frederick  A.  Muhlenbergj 

William  Vans  Murray, 

JofialifPai-ker^ 

John  Reed, 

Samuel  Sewall, 

Nathaniel  Smith, 

Samuel  Smith, 

William  Smith, 

John  Swan  wick, 

George  Thatcher,  and 

Peleg  V/adfworth,  2 


to  a  Committee  of  the 


whole  in  order  to  have  the  blank  for  the  fiim  to  be  appre- 
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In  iated  for  finifhing  the  veffblsj  inferted,  knd  was  filled  with 
1725OOO  dollars. 

Mr.  Gallatin  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  acl  fdr  mak- 
ing appropriations  to  fatisfy  certain  demands  on  account  of 
the  late  infurre6lion,  and  to  increafe  the  compenfation  to 
jurors  and  witnefTes,  Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
oa  Monday. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill  in  addition  to  an  aft  for  recording  and  regiftering  vefTeisj 
and  to  an  adl  for  enrolling  veiTels  employed  in  fifheriesv 
Agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W,  Smith,  the  galleries  were  cleared^ 
in  order  to  go  into  the  unfinifhed  fecret  bufinefs  of  the  other 
day.     Adjourned. 

Mondajy  February  20. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  regiftering  of  fhips  and  veflels^ 
&c.  was  read  the  third  time  and  palTed : 

As  was  alfo  the  bill  for  completing  the  Frigates,  and  for 
repealing  that  part  of  the  former  a£l  which  related  to  the 
officering  and  manning  the  vefTels. 

^  Mr.  Harper  reported  a  bill  for  laying  certain  additional 
internal  revenue,  which  was  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  *,  but  he  afterwards  moved  to  have  it  recommitted, 
in  order  to  make  fome  alterations  therein,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  of  a  Se- 
lefl  Committee  on  the  propriety  of  making  certain  alterations 
in  the  law  providing  for  the  fale  of  certain  lands  North- Weft 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  Committee  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  a  refolution  to  the  following  effefl : 

"  Refolved,  that  the  acl  entitled  an  aft  providing  for  the 
fpile  of  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  territory,  north-v/eft 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river, 
be  fo  amended,  as  that  only  one-fifth  of  the  purchafe-mo- 
ney  for  the  fame  fliall  be  required  within  thirty  days,  and 
that  the  reft  be  paid  by  four  equal  annual  inftalments*" 

A  motion  was  made  to  ftrike  out  one-fifth  and  to  leave  it 
a  blank,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Van  Allen  next  moved  a  provifion  for  dividing  the 
quarter  townfhip  lots  into  lots  of  a  mile  fquare.  This  mo- 
tion vv^as  fupported  by  the  mover,  MefTrs-  Williams,  Hen- 
derfon,  and  Findley,  on  the  ground  of  accommodating  real 
fettlers,  becaufe  it  appeared  that  the  larsje  lots  would  not 
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fell,  and  becaufe  the  land  would  be  likely  to  be  difpofed  of 
for  a  higher  price  if  iojd  in  lots  purchafable  by  farmers  and 
perfons  who  bought  with  an  intention  of  cultivating.  It 
was  oppofed  by  Meffrs.  Cooper,  Nicholas  and  Kittera,  on 
the  idea  that  the  land  would  never  be  purchafed  or  fettled, 
except  through  the  niedlum  of  monied  men;  that  they 
would  firft  purchafe  the  land  in  large  lots,  and  then  parcel 
\t  out  to  realfettlers  ;  and  that  though  farmers  gave  a  grea- 
ter price  for  the  land  in  this  way,  it  would  eventually  be  bet- 
ter for  them,  fincc  the  monied  man  would  fipd  himfelf  in- 
terefted  in  getting  the  whole  of  his  tra£t  fettled  as  foon  as 
poflible,  and  thereby  greatly  enhance  the  val^ae  of  the  pro- 
perty ;  that  except  this  plan  was  adopted  fettlers  would 
choofe  here  and  there  a  lot  of  the  beft  land,  and  the  remain- 
der would  lie  on  hand. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  original  refolution  then  came  under  connderalion. 
It  was  fupportedby  Meffrs.  Nicholas,  Cooper,  and  Gallatin, 
It  was  urged  that  the  additional  time  given  for  the  payment 
would  induce  monied  men  to  embark  their  capitals   in  the 
purchafe  of  this  land  *,  that  if  it  were  not  foon  difpofed   ofj, 
perfons  who  had  no  authority  to  do  fo,  would  get  poiTeffiori 
of  it,  and  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  removing  them  : 
^and  that  it  was  neceffary  to  make  the  propofed  amendment, 
4n  order  that  the  terms  might  be  as  eligible  as  thofe  held  out 
by  any  of  the  States  which  had  got  wafte  land  to  difpofe  of. 
It  was  oppofed  by  Meffrs.  S.  Smith,  Coit,  Harper,  and  Yen- 
able.     It  was  faid  by  them,  that  it  was  probable   that  no- 
thing more  would   be  received  of  the  purchafers  than  the 
firft  depoiit,  if  fo  long  a  credit  was  given ,  that  it  would  cre- 
ate an  hoft  of  enemies  to  government  5  that  when  the  time 
of  payment  came,  inftead  of  money,  they  ihould  have  peti-- 
tions  fent  in  for  a  prolonging  of  the  time  of  payment ;  they 
would,  therefore,  rather  prefer  a  lowering  of  the  price  than 
an  extenlion  of  credit. 

The  refolution  was  put  and  negatived,  there  being  only 
24  votes  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  propofed  that  the  public  (lock  fhould 
be  received  in  payment  for  the  land  at  its  full  value.  The 
fcarcity  of  money  at  prefent,  he  faid,  had  reduced  the  value 
of  the  public  ftock,  and  it  would  therefore  afford  an  advan- 
tage to  purchafers,  and  no  difadvantage  to  the  United  States, 
lince  they  could  never  expe<St  to  pay  off  their  debt  at  lefs 
than  the  full  value.     If  any  foreigners  who  were  in  polirjf- 
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lion  of  the  public  ftock  of  this  country  chofe  to  convert  it 
into  land,  k  would  be  an  eafy  way  of  paying  oft  our  debt. 
Ill  tills  cafe  the  land  would  pay  the  debt  immediately,  and 
the  money  could  not  otherwife  be  appropnated.  He,  there- 
fore, propofed  a  refolution  : 

Refolved,  That  the  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  (hall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  all  the 
lands  that  may  be  fold  after  the  day  of 

next ;  the  fix  per  cent,  ftock  and  foreign  debt  to  be  receiv- 
ed at  their  nominal  value ;  and  the  rate  at  which  the  other 
fpecies  of  ftock  fliall  be  received,  to  bear  the  fame  proportion 
to  their  refpeiStive  market  prices,  as  the  nominal  value  of  the 
lix  per  cent,  ftock  fliail,  at  the  time  of  payment,  bear  to  its 
market  ])rice. 

Mr.  Coit  was  againft  this  micafure  as  reducing  the  land  2© 
percent,  in  the  price. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  in  favour  of  the  refolution,  but  wifhed 
it  to  extend  to  all  money  due  for  purchafes  already  made, 
otherwife  thofe  perfons  would  have  reafon  to  complain  of 
being  more  hardly  dealt  with  than  others.  This  motion 
Vv^as  feconded  by  Mr.  Heath;,  v  It  v/as  objected  to  by  Meffi-s. 
Nicholas,  W.  Smith,  and  G.  Jackfon,  as  unrcafonable,  and 
what  could  not  be  exp€<^ed  ;  they  had  agreed  to  give  the 
price  for  the  land  which  had  been  bargained  for,  and  hav- 
iDp;had  a  choice  of  the  beft  of  it,  it  was  probable  that  they 
had  made  very  advantageous  purchafes  ;  and  that  it  was  pro- 
bable, from  the  public  debt  being  taken  in  payment  at  its 
full  value,  the  land  which  might  be  fold  in  future,  v/ould 
command  a  proportioriably  higher  price. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  negatived,  and  then  the  re- 
folution was  put  and  carried. 

The  Committee  then  rofe,  the  Houfe  agreed  to  the  a- 
meniimento 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  purfuant  to 
the  faid  refolution;  and  that  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  .  Nathaniel 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Bard,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Butler,  and  others,  v\^as  prefented 
to  the  h.oiifc  and  read,  praying  that  a  re-furvcy  may  be  made 
of  certain  f^i'fdons  and  fradional  parts  of  feftions  of  land^ 
purclKifed  by  the  petitioners,  in  the  feveral  ranges  of  town- 
f;>ips  lying  on  the  weft  ftde  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  the  north- 
^veilv^rn  territorv,  ami  which,,  upon  acl:ual  meafurement,  are 
f?imd  l-o  be  deficient  in  the  quantity  mentioned  in  the  plat  of 
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•^.efiid  fe<^ions^  and  the  advertiiement  of  the    Secretary  of 
the  Treai'ury,  relative  thereto. 

Orderrdy  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee laft  appointed. 

Petitions  from  John  Black  and  William  Ervvin  were  pre- 
fented  by  Mr.  Locks,  praying  relief  for  fervices  rendered. 
Referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

On  motion  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  difcharged  from 
the  penfion  bill,  and  the  bill  recommitted. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  W  ai'?  •con- 
taining a  lift  of  Invalid  Applicants,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Dwight  Fofter,  from  the  committee  of  clairasj  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Reuben  Colborn,  which  was  ag.iirdt 
the  petitioner,  Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  from  the  delay  which  had  taken 
place  with  refpe^  to  the  Military  Ef.ablifiuiient,  they  had 
ht^Ti  prevented  from  making  the  necelTary  appropriations  for 
that  object ;  as  the  feffion  was  drawing  to  a  clofj,  it  would 
be  neceiiary  to  follow  the  plan  adopted  laft  fefhon.  He  there- 
fore propofed  a  refolution  to  the  following  eiretl: : 

"  Refolved  that  a  fum  not  exceeding  dollars 

be  appropriated  for  the  expence  of  the  Military  Eftabiifliment 
for  the  year  1797." 

This  refolution  was  twice  read,  and  the  houfe  immediately 
went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  upon  it ;  reported  it 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  to  report  a  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Lyman,  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair, 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  hito  the 
a£tual  ftate  of  the  Fortifications  of  the  ports  :rLid  harbours  o£ 
the  United  States,  and  to  report  whether  any,  and  v/bat  oro- 
vifon  w^as  neceiiary  to  be  made  on  the  fubject. 

The  report  haying  been  read, 

Mr.  W.  Lyman,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  faid  the 
committee  had  not  reported  a  refolution.  as  they  v/ere  un~ 
certaiji  whether  it  would  be  the  wiih  of  the  hciife  to  do  any 
thing-  towards  the  completion  of  the  works  at  New-York. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  w^ell  to  have  read  the  account  which  ac- 
/:ompanied  the  report  of  the  works  at  New-Tork,  which  they 
had  received  from  the  board  of  cdmmdftioners  and  the  en- 
gineer. [The  clerk  here  read  the  accounts,  by  whicJi  it  ap- 
prared  that  the  fortifications   on    Governor's    Illand,  would 
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require  30,968  dollars  to  complete  them  ;  thofe  on  Bedloe's 

Ifland  60,000,  and  thofe  on  Oyfter  Ifland  1,000  dollars, 
making  a  total  of  91,968  dollars].  Unlefs  regard  was  had 
to  New-York,  the  23,394  dollars  reported  as  neceflary, 
would  be  fufficient  to  finiih  iome  neceffary  buildings  and  com- 
plete certain  works,  indifpenfible  to  their  defence  and  pre- 
fervation. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  as  no  refolution  had  been  pro- 
duced,  he  would  move  one  j  he  moved  the  following — 

"  Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  -  be  appropriat- 

ed for  the  purpofe  of  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbours  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Smith  (aid,  the  reprefentation  of  the  fiate  from  whence 
he  came  had  received  a  communication  from  the  legillature 
of  the  ftate,  which  they  conceived  it  their  duty  to  lay  before 
the  houfe,  and  which  (hewed  the  neceffity  of  fortifying  the 
harbour  of  Chariefton,  more  than  any  thing  which  had  been 
heretofore  done.  [He  here  read  the  communication  which 
they  had  received.]  The  governor  wrote  that  the  only  fort 
they  had,  v.ras  nearly  carried  av*ray  by  the  undermining  of  the 
fea,  and  unlefs  ibme  repairs  were  foon  made,  would  be  entire- 
ly fwept  away.  Another  fort  had  been  projected,  to  be  placed 
on  Sullivan's  liland,  but  the  iituation  was  not  found  to  be  a 
proper  One,  the  foundation  only  was  laid.  Shooter^s  Mark 
was  the  place  contemplated  as  the  proper  fituation  for  a  fort 
to  protCiSt  that  harbour. 

As  they  were  upon  the  fubjecl,  he  would  obierve,  that  if  it 
was  their  obje^Sl:  to  preferve  ihe  peace  and  neutrality  of  this 
country^  is  was  neceiTary  to  have  our  fea  ports  well  fortified  ; 
whereas  at  prefer.t,  vefleb  of  war  which  come  into  the  port 
of  Charlefton,  might  violate  our  neutrality  with  impunity. 
And  if  at  any  time,  government  fhould  think  it  neceiTary  to 
lay  an  embargo,  they  could  not  do  it,  except  our  harbours 
were  better  fortified  than  at  prefent.  Mr.  S.  thought,  there- 
fore, a  liberal  fum  fliould  be  granted  for  this  objecl.  He 
ihould  move  that  50,000  dollars  be  appropriated  for  this  pur- 
pofe. 

Mr.  Dearborn  wiilied  to  kaov.',  whether,  iii  conformity  to 
the  atSl  for  that  purpofe,  the  ifland  at  Charleilon,  or  the  iilands 
of  Governor,  Bedloe  and  Oyfter,  at  Nevv-Yoric,  had  been 
ceded  to  the  U.  States;  he  believed  they  Nvere  net.  Money 
hadbeenrefuicJ.  for  the  fortifying  the  h?rbor  of  Bollon,  becaufe 
Ihe  declined  to  cede  the  foil  to  the  United  States.  He  ihould 
fuppofe,  therefore,  bsfor^  much  mare  jnoney  was  advanced  to 


(      5^3       ) 

either  of  thefe  places^  it  fhould  be  feen  whether  there  were  not 
other  places  equally  entitled  to  afliftance,  and  which  had  not 
yet  received  any.  He  hw  no  good  reafon  why  New-York 
and  Charlefton,  fhould  have  large  jTums  expended  upon  them, 
any  more  than  Bofton.  He  ha  i  no  obje(^ion  to  fortifying  our 
ports  in  the  vvay  propofeci  by  law;  though  lie  did  not  un- 
derftand  that  it  was  the  wifli  of  that  houfe  to  fortify  them  in 
the  fame  way  as  if  we  were  at  war.  The  ftate  of  New- York 
could  not  have  contemplated  more  extenfive  works,  if  we  had 
been  adually  engaged  in  war.  At  Chariefton,  it  feemed  as  if 
it  were  the  intention  to  eredt  works  not  only  to  keep  ofFiin- 
gle  veffels,  but  to  (iefend  themfelves  againfl;  any  naval  force. 
How  far  the  committee  might  judge  this  necellary,  he  could 
not  fay  ;  but,  before  they  went  on  to  expend  any  more  money 
he  wifhed  to  know  whether  or  not  the  ceflion  had  been 
made. 

..Mr.  Livingfton  faiil,  it  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  from  MalTachufetts  laft  up,  that  nothing  more 
Ihould  be  done  for  the  harbours  of  New- York  or  Charlsilon, 
until  ceffions  of  the  foil  upon  which  the  fortifications  ffand, 
wei-e  made  to  the  United  States;  but,  in  his  mind,  there  ap- 
peared ftrong  reaions  why  thefe  ceilions  fhould  not  be  ma  e. 
The  different  ffates  held  them  until  they  faw  whether  Con- 
grefs,  would  do  any  thing  for  them.  The  ftate  of  New- York 
held  three  iflands,  which  they  thought  capable  of  defending 
the  city.  They  were  aftced  why  they  were  not  ceded  ?  He 
would  anfwer,  becaufe  Congrefs  feemed  incUned  to  do  fo  little 
towards  the  ere^fion  of  thefe  works,  not  having  contributed 
more  than  would  place  one  tenth  part  of  the  cannons  neceffa- 
ry  to  defend  them  •,  and,  if  it  were  not  for  the  exertions  of 
that  ftate  itfelf,  that  city  v/ould  be  left  defencelefs.  "What, 
faid  he,  would  be  the  fituation  of  this  place,  if  the  iflands  had 
been  ceded  to  the  continent,  and  the  continent  fliould  refufe 
or  negle£t  to  defend  it  ?  The  ftate  having  given  up  the  power^, 
they  could  not  provide  a  defence  for  themfelves,  but  they  and 
their  pofterity  would  be  left  perfectly  defencelefs.  He  there- 
fore, not  only  thought  the  ftate  of  New-York  had  acled  wifely, 
but  that  it  v/ould  have  been  madnefs  to  have  done  otherwife; 
nor  did  he  think  it  a  fufficient  reafon  for  Congrefs  to  with- 
hold its  fapport,  becaufe  tliat  ceftion  had  not  been  made. 
The- ftate  of  New- York  had  done  more  he  faid,  than  any 
other  ftate  in  erecting  fortifications  5  the  ftate  had  expended 
a  great  deal  more  money  than  the  continent  on  this  objedt. 
The  buftnefs  had  been  carried  on  by  commiffioners  appointed 
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by  CoRgrefs  in  conjunction  with  thofe  appointed  by  thcfcate, 
with  the  greateft  harmony,  and  therefore  no  objection  could 
now  fairly  be  brought  againft  the  plan  of  the  works. 

He  therefore  hoped,  that  a  city  from  whence  fo  mu(^h  of 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States  v/as  drawn,  would  not  be 
refuied  a  fum  towards  the  completion  of  her  works,  and  that 
even  a  larger  fum  would  be  appropriated  than  had  been  men- 
tioned. - 

Mr.  Da37^ton,  the  Speaker,  faid  he  was  oppofed  to  filling  the 
blank  with  50,000  dollars.     He  believed  that  too  much  mo- 
ney had  already  been  thrown  away  for  the  purpofe  of  forti- 
fying poffs  and  harbours,  and  to  very  little  advantage.      As  to 
the  harbour  of  New-York  which  feemed  to  be  one  principal 
objecl  of  this  expenditure,  he  fliould  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
peating what  he  had  declared  on  the  fame  occaiion  laft  feffi- 
00,  that  the  city  could  not  be  protected  from  hoftile  invafi- 
ons  from  the  fea,   by  the  works  on  the  three  iilands  in  the 
bay.     A  lingle  fhip  of  war,  taking  advantage  of  a  fair  wind 
and  tide,  could  pafs  them  in  proud  defiance  and  lay  the  city 
under  contribution.     The  narrows  were,  he  owned  well  cal- 
culated for  the  erecSlion  of  works  to  afford  complete  protecH:!- 
on,  but  the  expence  would  be  great.     He  was  not  in  favour 
of  grantmg  a  fiiilling  more  than  would    be   abrolutely     ne- 
ceffary  to  prevent  their  going  to  decay,  until  fome  judicious 
and  fkilful  nerlons  had  been  named  to  vifit  and  infpe^l;  all  the 
harbours  of  the  United  States,   and  report  as  well  the  pro- 
per places /or  forts,  as  the  plan  or  fcale,  and  expence  of  build- 
ing.    Congrefs  fhould  have  before  them  the  whole  eftimate 
in  one  view,  and  then  decide  to  what  extent  they  would  go, 
and  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  compleat  one  fortifica- 
tion at  a  time,  beginning  with  the  moft    important,   rather 
than  to  divide  a  luni  amongfl   ten  or  fifteen,  all   of  vvhich 
would  be  in  an  unfiniflied  fiiate,  and  require  annual  appro- 
priations to  prelerve  them  from  falling  into  ruin,  to  which 
many  were  much  expofed. 

As  to  "Weii- Point,  the  importance  of  which  is  to  preferve 
a  communication  between  the  eaftern  and  middle  ilates  in 
cafe  of  war,  could  not  bequeftioned,  it  was  provided  for  out 
of  another  fund,  under  its  appropriate  head.  No  fortificati- 
ons therefore  but  thofe  of  expofed  pofts  were  contemplated, 
and  from  fome  reprefentations  which  had  been  made,  it  ap- 
peared that  it  would  have  b<:en  better  to  have  thrown  the 
money  into  the  fea,  than  to  have  expended  it  in  bringing  to- 
gether and  piling  up  materials,  which  had  in  fome  inftances^ 
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lerved  rather  to  cboak  up  the  channel  than  prote<St  the  pla- 
ces. 

Mr.  Dayten  concluded  with  declaring,  that  he  had  alfo  an 
obje^lion  arifing  from  a  negledt  in  fome  ftates  to  make  a  cef- 
fion  to  the  Union,  of  the  iflandsupon  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  eredl  fortifications  at  the  general  expence.  This 
ought  certainly  to  be  done  before  the  United  States  made  anv 
further  appropriation,  or  at  leaft  it  would  be  proper  to  except 
from  the  benefits  of  it,  fuch  ftates  as  had  not  pafled  a^ls  of 
ceffion.  He  fhould  at  any  rate  vote  againft  the  motion  for 
50,000  dollars. 

Mr.  Williams  was  forry  the  gentleman  fhould  be  againft  the 
jj-eio  lution  altogether ;  if  the  committee  would  not  confent  to 
appropriate  money  to  finifh  the  works  at  New- York,  he  truft- 
ed  they  would  grant  fuch  a  fum  as  fliould  prevent  them  from 
going  to  ruin.  All  that  had  hitherto  been  appropriated,  he 
faid,  would  not  build  barracks  fufficient  for  the  foldiers  lying 
in  New- York.  That  ftate,  feeing  Congrefs  were  not  dif- 
pofed  to  appropriate  money  for  defending  the  city  of  New- 
York,  appropriated  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  for  build- 
ing the  fortifications  in  queftion,  and  protecting  their  fron- 
tier. They  had  expended  a  great  deal  of  money  on  thefe 
fortifications,  which  had  been  laid  out  by  an  engineer  ap- 
pointed by  the  United  States,  in  conjunction  with  commifii- 
oners  appointed  by  that  ftate.  It  might  be  fuppofed,  there- 
fore, that  they  were  not  wholly  ufelefs. 

But,  faid  Mr.  W.  admitting  the  gentleman  to  be  right, 
and  that  the  Narrows  was  the  only  place  for  erecting  an  ef- 
fe^ual  fortification  for  that  port,  ought  they  not  to  appro- 
priate money  for  that  purpofe  ?  Which  was  the  proper  time 
for  doing  this  ?  Should  it  be  done  in  a  time  of  peace  or  v/ar  ? 
He  believed  in  peace;  peace  was  the  feafon  to  prepare  for 
war,  Befides,  when  they  reflected  that  all  the  money  which 
had  been  expended  would  be  loft,  if  a  fum  was  not  appropri- 
ated either  to  finifli  or  keep  the  works  in  repair,  they  certain- 
ly could  not  hefitate  a  moment. 

Mr.  W.  faid,  he  was  himlelf  formerly  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  inefFeChial  to  fortify  the  iflands  in  queftion ;  but  he 
was  now  convinced  that  thofe  fortifications  would  be  a  great 
protection  to  that  city,  which  was  of  fo  great  importance  to 
the  Union,  as  to  pay  four-fifteenths  of  the  whole  revenue  of 
the  United  States.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  50,000  dol- 
lars at  leaft,  would  be  appropriated.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treafury  had  reported  23,394  dollars  as  wanted,  to  put  the 
forts  already  begun  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  not  to  go  to  decay  5 
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It  became  tliem,  therefore,  to  be  careful  that  money  was  voted 
for  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  Sherborne  never  conceived  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
United  States  to  fpend  monev  in  fortifying  places  which  were 
not  ceded  to  them.  It  vrould  be  the  height  of  imprudence 
to  do  fo  j  but  it  v/as  quite  otherwife  with  refpe<fi-  to  thofe  pla- 
ces which  had  ceded  the  fpots  upon  which  fortifications  were 
erefted,  fince  they  had  given  the  power  from  themfelves  of 
doing  the  buiinefs,  and  therefore  the  United  States  v/ere 
bound  to  do  it  for  them^  otherwife  fuch  individual  ftates  put 
themfelves  in  a  worfe  iltuation  than  they  were  in  before  the 
cellion.  It  was  underfiood,  at  the  time  the  law  was  pafTed, 
that  the  United  States  fhould  completely  fortify  thofe  places 
which  made  cellions  to  them;  therefore,  though  he  fhould  be 
eir;amft  doing  any  thing  for  thofe  ports  which  had  not  made 
the  neceffary  ceiiion,  he  fhould  be  for  fupporting  thofe  who 
had.  . 

Mr.  Havens  f^id,  the  obfervatlons  of  the  gentleman  from 
New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Dayton,  lafl:  year,  which  he  had  now  re- 
peated, went  to  fnev/  the  fortifications  now  ere^lino;  on  the 
iSIew-York  iilands,  would  be  of  no  kind  of  ufe,  or  very  little. 
The  propriety  of  the  obfervation^  he  (aid,  would  depend  up- 
on the  force  brought  againft  th?t  city.  They  might  not  be 
fufncient  to  defend  the  city  againft  a  large  fleet;  but  he  be- 
lieved they  would  be  ufeful  in  defending  it  againO:  three,  four, 
fiveor  ilxvelTels  oi  v/ar;  for  he  did  not  believe  the  largeftforce 
of  thefe  would  eafily  lay  tlie  city  under  contribution,  when 
thefe  fjrtifications  were  connected  and  manned,  and  in  a  pro- 
per ftate  of  defence. 

When  they  took  into  confideration,  Mr.  Hfaid,  the  bu- 
fmefs  of  fortiiication,  they  muft  calculate  tlie  expence  and  the 
force  likely  to  come  againft  the  forts  to  be  eredted.  The 
gentleman  from  New-Jerfey  had  faid,  tlie  only  place  for  fe- 
curity,  was  the  Narrows;  but  to  build  a  fuitable  fortification 
there,  would  coil  from  2  to  3  millions  of  dollars,  which  was 
a  fum  of  money,  he  believed,  wlrich  would  not  be  granted, 
either  by  the  general  government,  or  by  the  flate  of  New- 
Tork.  AfortiBcation  upon  this  large  fcale,  was  therefore 
out  of  the  quefcion  ;  as  to  make  it,  would  require  an  ifland 
~^o  be  raifed  in  the  channel,  and  a  fort  on  Staten  Ifland,  and 
even  then  it  would  be  in  the  povrer  of  a  force  fufliciently 
large  for  the  purpofe  to  take  the  city.  He  thought,  there~ 
fore,  that  the  objections  to  the  fortifications  now  partly 
erected,  had  not  ail    the    iorzc   whkh  the  gentleman  whq 
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made  them  feemed  to  think  they  had.  He  believed  they 
were  mthe  beft  poffible  Htuation  for  defending  the  place 
againft  2,  3  ormore  fliips  of  the  line.. 

With  refpe^tto  the  ceffion  ofthejunfdi^Stion  of  this  place, 
he  believed  the  ftate  of  New-York,  though  it  "vvoukl  in 
fome  degree  be  inccnvenient,  would  gladly  make  the  cefficn, 
provided  the  general  government  would  do  any  thing  towards 
completing  the  works,  which  were  fo  far  advanced  ;  but  it 
was  generally  believed,  that  all  which  had  been  faid  about 
the  c^ffipn  of  thefe  iflands  was  more  a  pretence  than  any 
thing  elfe  5  and  if  this  were  granted,  then  objections  would  be 
brought  againft  the  Situation,  and  no  money  would  begriinted 
to  complete  works,  which  they  would  fay  would  be  of  no 
ufe  Vi^hen  completed.  Not  having  confidence  therefore,  thai: 
governm^erit  would  do  any  thing  e5e<Si:ual.  they  vvere  not 
difpofed  tomxake  any  ceffion  \  nor  did  he  believe,  if  the  cef- 
iion  was  made,  they  would  do  any  thing  for  them. 

Mr.  H.  was  of  opinion  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  fhould  be  candid  with  them.  If  they  could  not  iparc 
the  money,  they  fhould  fay  fo,  an(l  make  this  the  ground 
for  not  coming  forward  in  the  buiinefs,  and  not  plead  the 
want  of  a  ceffion  of  the  land  as  the  caufe.  Whenever  Con- 
grefs  were  difpoled  to  grant  them  money  for  completing, their 
fortifications,  there  v/ould  be  no  fcruple  to  make  a  ceffion 
of  the  foil.  For  his  part,  he  fhould  vote  for  the  lum  pro- 
pofed,  in  order  that  government  might  do  fomething  more 
than  they  had  done  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Ports  and  Har- 
bours of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  the  report  gave  fome  account  of  what 
23,394  dollars  were  wanted  for,  but  he  did  not  know  what 
the  50^000  dollars  were  to  be  expended  in.  They  ought  to 
know,  he  faid,  how  far  difcretiori  was  to  go  in  the  cj^pen- 
diture  of  it,  and  alfo  what  might  be  likely  to  be  the  extent 
of  the  demand.  They  went  on  giving  by  little  and  little,  in 
a  manner,  he  thought,  fcarcely  coniiitent  with,  their  duty. 
They  knew  there  were  many  claims  upon  them.  i\ew-l;  crk 
had  a  claim  5  they  were  told  that  city  might  be  completely 
defended  for  two  millions  of  dollars.  But  he  beiisvtd  they 
were  not  in  a  lltuation  to  encounter  iuch  an  espence,  and 
therefore  that  it  was  not  their  duty  to  undertake  it.  Jf  they 
were  to  agree  to  appropriate  the  50,000  dollars,  they  knew 
not  what  fum  they  fhould  be  pledging  themfelves  jiereaiter 
to  find;  before  they  entered  into  the  expence,  i^^e  v/iihed  to 
know  fbmethinp  more  about  it.     He  believed   it    miiiht    h:: 
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proper  to  prevent  any  works  going  to  decay  which  had  been 
erected ;  but  before  he  entered  upon  any  bufinefs,  he  wifhed 
to  have  fome  eftimate  before  hirn.  He  fhouid  be  for  voting 
for  the  fum  reported,  but  Ihould  not  wifh  to  go  any  further, 
until  he  had  more  information  on  the  fubjedt. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  faid,  with  refpeft  to  the  ceffion  of  the 
foil  upon  which  different  fortifications  were  erefted,  he  be- 
lieved the  United  States  had  a  right  to  make  fortifications 
where  they  pleafed,  whether  a  ceffion  was  made  or  not,  in 
the  fame  way  as  they  had  a  right  to  make  a  public  road 
through  private  property.  All  the  advantage  of  ceffion  arofe 
from  its  giving  to  the  United  States  exclufive  jurifdicllon  \ 
but,  in  a  variety  of  inftances,  the  United  States  had  taken 
ceffions  qualified. 

With  refpeil  to  the  furas  already  expended,  he  was  far 
from  thinking  with  the  gentleman  from  New  Jerfoy,  Mr. 
Dayton,  He  thought  the  works  at  New  York  very  well 
calculated  for  the  defence  of  that  city ;  as  it  would  be  out 
of  the  power  of  any  fmall  number  of  veffels  (as  had  been 
juftly  ftated  by  Mr.  Havens)  to  annoy  that  city.  He  would 
not  fay  the  defence  was  complete  ;  he  believed  it  was  not  fo 
complete  as  if  the  fortification  had  been  made  at  the  Nar- 
rov/s ;  but,  as  far  as  it  went,  the  works  were  executed  in  a 
manner  which  did  credit  to  thofe  concerned  in  the  execution, 
and  was  an  honour  to  the  ftate. 

With  refpect  to  the  fortifications  of  other  places,  he  be- 
lieved there  were  only  oiie  or  two  inftances  in  which  a  ceffion 
had  been  made  of  the  property.  Mud  Ifland,  in  the  Dela- 
ware, and  he  believed  Baltimore^  had  been  ceded  j  but  thefe 
were  all  that  he  knew  of.  He  ihould,  however,  be  againft 
voting  for  any  larger  fum  than  reported  by  the  fecretary  of 
war  as  neceifary,  viz.  23,394  dollars  ;  except  they  were  to 
determine  upon  completing  the  fortifications  at  New  York ; 
in  that  cafe,  he  iliouid  be  for  a  larger  fum.  He  believed 
completely  to  fortify  New  York,  would  coft  three  mi'Hons 
of  dollars,  and  perhaps  not  lefs  than  ten  millions  for  all  the 
other  parts  of  the  United  States.  He  fuppofed  they  fiiould 
not  think  of  engaging  in  fo  extenfive  a  bufinefs  at  prefent. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  had  moved  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  50,000  dollars;  bccaufe  it  was  neceffary  to  keep  the 
prefent  fortifications  in  repair.  Great  part  of  that  fum,  he 
faid,  would  be  wanted  for  Cliarlcfton  alone,  and  the  com- 
mittee had  reported  upwards  of  23,000  dollars  as  neceifary 
for  other  purpofes.     He  beheved  their  information  had  not 
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be^ri  fo  complete  as  it  ftiould  have  been;  if  it  had,  they 
v/ouM  have  found  50,000  dollars  at  leaft  neceflary.  Great 
fums  of  money,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  had  been  expended  in  gain* 
ing  experience  ;  but  ha^Hng  learnt  wifdom  thervtfrom,  in  this 
r€fpe6t,  he  trufted  it  would  be  of  future  fervice.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  be  found  neceflary  to  fortify  all  the  ports  of 
the  United  States ;  Charlefton  was  very  deficient.  The 
fummer  before  laft,  he  faid,  a  French  flobp  of  war  came  in 
there,  and  committed  fome  diforders,  and  though  they  at- 
tempted to  flop  her,  fhe  bid  them  defiance  and  failed  away. 
Indeed  any  veflel  of  war  might  come  in  there,  and  commit 
depredations  with  impunity;  they  had  no  means  of  prevent- 
ing them.  He  believed  they  ought  to  go  much  farther ;  but 
he  knew  the  temper  of  the  houfe  was  againft  voting  large 
fums  for  this  bufinefs ;  this  fum  he  conceived,  however,  to 
be  abfolutely  necefliary  to  preferve  the  little  fortifications 
which  they  had  from  going  to  ruin.  Indeed,  if  20  or  30,000 
dollars  were  not  appropriated  for  the  purpofe  of  repairing 
Fort  Johnfton,  it  muft  be  entirely  deftroyed.  And  though 
this  fort  was  a  fufficient  defence  againft  fmall  vefl^els,  yet  if 
was  not  calculated  for  a  permament  defence.  Shooter's  mark 
Was  the  proper  place  for  making  an  effeftual  fort  againft  the 
power  of  large  velTels.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  when 
they  agreed  to  this  fum,  they  fhould  go  on  to  authorife  the 
prefident  to  appoint  commiflioners  to  enquire  into  the  proper 
fcites  for  forts  throughout  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
efFe£t  a  complete  defence  of  the  Union. 

With  refpe£l  to  the  fortifications  at  New  York,  he  thought 
them  upon  a  noble  fcale,  and  that  it  would  be  difgraceful  to 
the  United  States  to  fufrer  them  to  go  to  ruin  ;  but  the  port 
of  New  York  was  in  a  better  ftate  than  that  of  Charlefton ; 
it  v/as  true  the  ftate  of  New  York  had  done  much,  but  they 
were  able  to  do  it :  Charlefton  had  alfo  done  fomething,  they 
had  expended  20,000  dollars,  yet  their  harbour  was  in  a  very 
defencelefs  ftate; 

Mr.  Coit  wifhed  to  know  what  was  become  of  the  20,000 
dollars^  which  were  laft  year  reported  as  unexpended.  It 
was  then  underftood  that  that  money  was  to  go  to  the  pro- 
tection of  New  York  and  other  fortifications.  He  was  doubt- 
ful whether  more  was  wanting.  He  believed  they  undertook 
too  much.  He  beUeved  the  bufinefs  of  fortification  was 
begun  r2.dAc2.llj  wrong.  It  was  not  in  our  power,  he  faid, 
to  provide  for  fo  many  forts  at  prefent ;  befides,  the  works 
were  made  vaftly  too  extenfive,  and  required  forty  times  the" 

4C  ^    ' 
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money  that  Congrefs  had  an  idea  of  appropriating  to  them. 
He  believed  they  had  better  let  the  works  go  to  ruin,  than 
appropriate  more  money  to  the  obje6l. 

.  Mr.W.  Smith  faid,  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Connefticut  had  not  been  in  congrefs  when  this 
bufinefs  of  fortification  was  agreed  upon.  Every  thing  would 
doubtlefs  then  have  been  right ;  but  it  would  always  be  ^he 
cafe,  that  young  members  would  think  their  predeceffors  had 
done  wrong.  It  was  thought,  at  the  time,  the  beft  plan  that" 
could  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Coit  could  inform  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina that  he  had  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  that  houfe 
wben  the  bufinefs  of  fortifications  pafled.  He  believed  him- 
felf  as  liable  to  miftake  as  he  believed  others  •,  he  was  now 
fatisfied  he  was  miftaken  on  that  fubje61:,  and  he  befieved  a 
majority  of  the  houfe  was  alfo  miftaken. 

Mr.  Gilbert  faid,  if  it  was  a  good  reafon  now  for  refufing 
an  appropriation  to  the  works  at  New  York,  becaufe  the 
iflands  were  not  ceded  to  the  United  States,  the  fame  reafon 
would  have  held  good  heretofore.  He  did  not  believe  it  was 
then  founded  as  an  infuperable  obje<flion ;  nor  did  he  believe 
there  would  be  any  difiiculty  in  gaining  a  ceiTion  of  the  ter- 
ritory, provided  the  United  States  were-  inclined  to  give  the 
affiftance  wanted  to  finifh  thofe  works. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid  the  matter  was  plainly  before  them  in 
the  report  of  the  committee.  The  balance  wanted  appeared 
in  the  ftatement  of  the  fecretary  of  war.  The  whole  fum 
necefiary  was  divided  between  the  forts  which  were  garrifon- 
ed,  and  thofe  which  were  without  troops,  and  amounted  to 
23,394  dollars.  He  faid  he  was  upon  the  committee  on  a 
former  occafion,  and  he  believed  there  was  fufficient  infor- 
mation before  them  upon  which  to  form  an  opinion.  He 
was  on  the  firft  committee  on  the  bufinefs  of  fortifications, 
and  was  at  that  time  againfi;  going  into  it,  thinking  their  then 
difficulties  might  pafs  over  without  taking  thefe  meafures, 
and  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  appropriated- the 
money  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  It  was  however 
carried, 

H€  was  of  opinion  with  gentlemen  who  thought  care  had 
not  been  taken  in  the  expenditure  of  the  money  appropriated 
for  this  obje^l;,.  He  believed  it  was  a  misfortune  that  we 
had  not  had  a  better  engineer  j  there  might  have  been  fome 
bad  judgment  ♦,  and,  if  the  bufinefs  were  now  to  be  done, 
it  mi^ht  doubtlefs  be  improved,  and  whether  there  were  too 
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many  undertaken  muft  be  determined  by  that  houfe.  In  the 
foYtiiications  at  New  York,  he  believed  there  would  be  found 
no  defe£l  in  the  plan ;  they  were  going  on  with  a  complete 
plan,  and  the  work  was  executed  in  a  very  durable  manner. 
It  was  a  bufinefs,  he  faid,  which  might  take  fifty  years  to 
complete  it. 

Mr.  B.  faid  he  fhould  vote  for  the  fum  of  23,394  dollars, 
which  was  intended  only  to  keep  the  works  from  getting 
worfe  j  if  m.ore  was  given  it  would  go  to  a  new  obje^l.  The 
engineer  and  commiifaries  from  New  York  wifhed  much  for 
30,000  dollars  in  addition,  for  making  a  parapet  to  Govern- 
or's iiland  ;  they  thought  not  to  have  this  parapet  was  a  bur- 
lefqu-"  upon  fortification.  The  committee,  however,  re- 
comm.ended  nothing  but  what  was  intended  to  prevent  the 
works  going  to  ruin.  There  was  no  provifion  for  Charleilon 
in  this  eftimate  •,  indeed,  if  they  could  have  brought  them- 
felves  to  have  agreed  to  recommend  any  thing  further,  it 
would  have  been  the  30,000  dollars  above  mentioned  for  the 
parapet. 

Mr.  S.' Smith  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  CGnne6li- 
cut  (Mr.  Coit)  that  the  bufinefs  of  fortifications  was  begun 
radically  wrong;  too  many  forts  had  been  undertaken,  and 
they  w^ere  undertaken  on  too  large  a  fcale ;  but  this  was  no 
reafon  why  they  fiiould  be  fufi^ered  to  go  to  decay.  Some 
good  had  been  done.  He  thought  he  had  taken  care  that 
the  fortifications  at  Baltimore  had  not  been  too  large.  How- 
ever, the  engineers  engaged  in  that  bufinefs  feemed  not  to 
know  that  no  larger  veflel  than  one  of  36  guns  could  come 
into  Baltimore-,  he  had  made  it  too  large,  and  in  the  place 
where  it  ought  not  to  have  been  erected.  Where  the  forti- 
fication ought  to  have  been  made,  little  had  been  done  *,  bar- 
racks had  been  erefted,  but  there  was  no  place  for  preferving 
powder,  and  when  the  commiander  of  the  fort  arrived  there, 
he  found  twenty-feven  barrels  lying  above  his  barrack.  The 
cattle  had  alfo  free  intercourfe  with  the  barracks,  nor  was 
there  any  defence  againil  them.  The  fecretary  of  war, 'he- 
believed,  contemplated  the  ere£lion  of  a  proper  fence  and 
powder-houfe.  He  {hould,  therefore,  be  for  voting  a  fum 
for  keeping  the  prefent  works  in  repair,  and  for  making  them 
as  ufeful  as  poilible.  He  did  not  think  they  fliould  refufe  a 
fmall  fum  to  keep  them  in  repair. 

Mr.  Dayton  believed  that  the  unpleafant  hiftory  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  fortifications  near  Baltimore,  with  which 
they  had  juft  been  entertained  by  the  member  §tom  Mary» 
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land,  would  be  found  to  be  that  of  many  others  which  had 
been  commenced  in  other  places.  Injudicious  pofitions  had 
been  taken,  and  plans,  that  were  fo  extenfive  as  to  require 
more  money  to  finifh,  and  niore  troops  to  garrifon  them,  than 
could  be  fpared,  had  been  adopted  by  many  of  the  agents 
and  engineers.  He  thought  it  proper  to  review  the  prefent 
fyftem  before  they  proceeded  farther. 

He  rofe  principally  to  correal  a  mif-flatement  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  WilUams)  who  had  faid 
that  only  I2,00Q  dollars  of  the  money  of  the  United  States 
had  been  expended  upon  fortifications  in  the  harbour  of  their 
city.  If  that  gentleman  had  attended  to  the  official  reports 
of  the  laft  year,  he  would  have  feen  that  17,500  dollars  had 
been  expended  upon  thofe  fortifications  out  of  the  appropri-r 
ations  for  the  two  years  only  of  1794  and  1795.  Nearly 
170,000  dollars  had  been  appropriated  in  thofe  two  years  for 
the  general  purpofe  of  fortifying  ports  and  harbours,  and  it 
appeared  that  about  8,000  dollars  only  remained  unexpended* 
To  grant  50,000  dollars  additional  at  this  time  would,  Mr, 
Dayton  faid,  be  in  his  opinion,  an  unwarrantable  wafte  of 
rnoiiey  upon  obje6ls  from  which  few  advantages  would  arife 
to  the  public.  He  hoped,  however,  that  if  any  grant  fhould 
be  made,  the  ceffion  of  jurifdi(ftion  would  be  infilled  upon 
as  an  indifpenfible  preliminary  to  its^  expenditure. 

The  queftioi^for  filling  the  blank  with  50,000  dollars,  was 
put  and  negatived,  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Livingfton  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  committee  had 
the  information  before  them  refpe^ling  the  flate  of  the  for- 
tifications at  Chariefton,  which  had  been  laid  before  the  com-^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  5  if  not,  he  thought  a  fum  of  money 
fhould  be  allowed  for  that  port,  and  he  did  not  fee  how  geur 
tlemen  who  wifhed  to  preferve  th^  prefent  works  from  ruin, 
could  decline  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  believed  this  information  was  not  before 
the  committee.  He  moved  that  the  blank  fliould  be  filled 
with  40,000,  which  being  alfo  negatived,  without  a  divifion, 
the  queftion  was  put  upon  24,000,  and  carried,  42  to  36. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wifhed  to  move  an  amendment  to  confine  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  which  they  had  juft  voted,  to 
thofe  fpots  which  had  been  ceded  to  the  Union.  His  reafon 
for  making  this  motion  was,  that  thofe  places  which  had 
ceded  their  fortifications  to  the  United  States,  were  prevented 
from  doing  any  thing  for  themfelves.  Pennfyivania,  for  in- 
ftance,  was  at  the  mercy  of  the  general  government  j  if  it 
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.icfufed  to  fortify  Mud-IIland,  Philadelphia  would  be  lef; 
expofed  to  the  attacks  of  any  armed  force  which  chofe  to 
come  againft  it.  As  only  a  fmall  fum  had,  therefore,  been 
appropriated,  it  fhould  be  applied  to  thofe  ftates  who  had 
made  ceflions  of  their  works.  If  they  adopted  this  princi- 
ple, fiich  ftates  as  chbfe  to  intrufl  the  United  States  with 
their  fortifications  would  do  fo  ;  and  thofe  who  chofe  rather 
to  take  care  of  themfelves  would  a<^  accordingly.  His 
amendment  was  to  follow  the  refolution  in  thefe  words: 
"  provided  that  no  part  of  the  above  mentioned  fum  fliall  be 
appropriated  on  any  fpot  which  has  not  already  been  ceded 
to  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Potter  faid,  the  flate  of  Rhode-Illand  had  laid  out 
confiderable  funis  upon  their  fortifications ;  but  with  a  view 
of  their  being  better  prote«f^ed  by  the  general  government 
than  by  themfelves,  they  had  been  ceded  to  it,  and  fince  that 
time  they  were  going  to  deftru^^ion.  Before  they  were 
ceded,  they  had  their  v/orks  mounted  with  guns  and  men, 
but  now  they  had  neither  ;  and,  if  the  United  States  did 
not  mean  to  keep  thefe  works  in  repair,  it  would  be  much 
better  for  them  to  return  them  again  into  the  hands  from 
Wiiich  they  got  them. 

Mr.  Livingft:on  faid,  if  an  amendment  could  be  added  to 
the  provifion,  he  fhould  have  no  objeftion  to  vote  for  it. 
They  v/ere  told  the  public  money  fhould  only  be  expended 
upon  fuch  fortifications  as  were  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
He  would  wifh  to  add,  "  if  the  United  States  ihall  pledge 
themfelves'  to  make  fuch  places  a  complete  defence."  The 
information  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Ifland  had  weigh- 
ed much  with  him.  What  was  it  ?  They  had  ceded  the 
only  place  proper  for  defence ;  they  had  laid  out  a  fmall 
fum,  and  left  it  deficient,  and  prevented  them  from  doing 
any  thing  for  themfelves.  Mr.  Livingfton  then  propofed  an 
amendment  to  the  above  effect. 

Mr.  V/illiams  was  oppofed  to  both  motions.  He  would 
only  afk  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  what  would  be 
the  fituation  of  New-York,  fuppofing  they  were  upon  the 
eve  of  a  v/ar,  if  thefe  iflands  were  ceded,  and  the  general 
government  refufed  to  do  any  thing  towards  their  defence  ? 
Would  he  ¥/i{h  to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  individual  States 
from  defending  themfelves  ?  When  he  was  up  before,  he 
had  Hated  that  the  general  government  had  only  appropriat- 
ed 12,500  dollars  towards  the  fortifications  at  New-York, 
in  the  firfl  inftance  ;  the  legiflature  of  that  fi: ate  finding  that 
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fum  only  appropriated  for  that  object,  and  knowing  the  ex* 
pofed  fituation  of  the  city  of  New-York,  agreed  to  advance 
near  200,000  dollars  for  that  objeft  and  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers.  He  believed  that,  in  the  whole,  17,500  dollars 
had  been  appropriated  by  the  United  States  to  thefe  works  ; 
but  if  they  will  not  complete  them,  the  ftate  ought  not-  to 
tie  up  its  own  hands  from,  doing  fo.  The  conftitution  placed 
the  power  of  the  defence  of  the  nation  in  the  general  go- 
vernment ;  but  if  they  woud  not  defend  it,  individual  Hates 
muft  defend  themfelves. 

Mr.  Sherborne  fuppofed  that  other  ftates  feeing  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  United  States  neglected  to  protect  thofe 
places  which  had  ceded  their  fortifications,  prevented  them 
horn  making  ceflions  of  theirs. 

:i  Mr.  W.  Lyman  faid  he  fhould  vote  for  the  latter  amend- 
ment, becaufe  it  would  render  the  former  lefs  exceptionable  ; 
fori  without  it,  he  fhould  expe(5f  to  fee  the  whole  of  the 
money  expended  on  Mud-Ifland  and  Prefqu'  lile ;  becaufe 
-he  believed  no  ceflion  had  been  made  of  any  other.  He 
was  not  certain  with  refpecl:  to  Baltimore. 

.  Mr.  Havens  was  againit  the  amendment  of  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Livingfton)  as  altogether  nugatory.  The  government 
of  the  United  States  would  always  judge  of  their  own  fitu- 
ation, and  what  was  neceffary  to  be  done.  He  did  not  fee 
how  it  was  pofTible  to  prevent  the  government  from  judging 
and  ailing  in  fuch  cafes  as  they  thought  proper.  Nor  did 
he  think  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylva- 
nia  wasat  all  proper.  He  believed  when  the  gentlem.an  from 
Connecticut  faid  the  bufinefs  was  begun  radically  wrong,  he 
meant  that  the  United  States  were  not  equal  to  the  expenfe 
of  the  undertaking.  If  this  were  the  cafe,  they  fhould  fe- 
\e£t-  thofe  places  which  were  of  the  greateft  importance,  and 
give  afhitance  to  them ;  but  if  this  amendment  were  to  pre- 
vail, their  affiftance  v/ould  be  confined  to  thofe  of  leafl  im- 
pbrtanee.  If  a  flate  had  not  m.ade  a  cefTion,  if  it  were  ever 
fo  much  in  need  of  fupport,  it  could  not  receive  any.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  propontion  v/ould  not  be  agreed  to. 

Gentlemen  feemed  to  make  it  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance that  a  cefTion  fhould  be  made ;  but  did  gentlemen  feri- 
oufly  believe  tliat  this  was  the  only  objeftion  to  afFbrding  fup- 
port  to  the  ports 'which  afked  it  ?  If  they  were  not  unwilling 
to  do  it,  had  not  government  the  power  to  give  afnftance, 
though  cefnon  was  not  made  ?  Or  was  it  right  that  they 
fnould  place  the  defence  of  the  Union   upon  [o  flender  a 
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foundation,  as  that  the  refufal  or  neglect  of  a  firigle  flate' 
legiflaturCj  to  cede  a  proper  fcite  for  fortifications,  fhould 
expofe  it  to  the  utmoft  danger  ?  It  was  obvious  that  it  was 
not.     - 

Mr.  Sv/anwix:k  faid,  much  difficulty  arofe  from  two  bo- 
dies having  the  fame  power  in  this  buHnefs  *,  it  did  not  follow, 
that  becaufe  one  power  did  not  do  what  was  necelTary,  that^ 
the  other  ought  not.  He  thought  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Nev/  York  well  calculated  to  bring  the  matter  to 
a  point.  In  Pennfylvania,  he  faid,  they  had  ceded  the  im- 
portant fort  of  Mud-Ifland,  and  they  had  a  ftrong  claim  upon 
government  for  protection  •,  and  if  they  did  not  do  their  duty, 
it  would  evince  the  imbecility  of  government.  Indeed,  he 
was  very  forry  to  hear  fo  much  of  the  imbecility  of  govern- 
ment as  he  had  that  day  h-eard.  What  a  ftrange  idea  would 
it  give  to  foreign  countries,  that  we  were  not  able  even  to  pre- 
ferve  our  fortifications  from  ruin  5  that  in  one  place  they 
were  undermined  by  the  fea,  and  in  another  were  fubjedt  to 
abufe  from  cattle  ?  V*^hat  a  ftrange  idea  it  was,  to  think  of 
a  fort  which  fliould  be  impregnable,  being  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  cattle  !  Thefe  were  thcmoft  extraordinary  fpecimens  of 
good  government  he  had  ever  heard.  Whether  they  were 
upon  the  fubje£l  of  a  navy  or  upon  fortifications,  their 
finances  were  wholly  unequal  to  the  bufinefs.  Where  fhould 
they  ftop  at  laft  ?  Could  fuch  a  fyftem  as  this  prevail  ?  He 
thought  it  could  not.  He  believed  fuch  representations  of 
our  weaknefs  were  well  calculated  to  provoke  aggreffion. 

Mr.  Sv/anwick  could  not  help  being  furprized,  that  Vv^hilft 
they  were  taking  great  care  of  their  pofts  at  the  Natchez, 
Detroit,  &c.  where  nobody  came,  they  vi^ere  leaving  their 
fea-coaft 3  where  danger  could  only  be  apprehended,  expofed 
to  every  danger  ;  for  he  did  not  expert  an  enemy  would  at- 
tack them  where  nothing  was  to  be  got ;  they  would  ftrike 
at  our  large  cities,  v/here  lay  the  great  capital  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Nicholas  fpoke  againft  both  amendments. 

Mr.  Dearborn  thought  it  was  proper  the  queftion  fliould 
be  brought  to  iiTue,  whether  places  which  did  not  cede  their 
fpots  upon  which  their  fortifications  were  ered'ed,  fhould  be 
^  fupported  or  not.     He  thought  this  amendment  Vv^as  calcu- 
lated to  determine  this  point. 

The  queftion  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  v/as 
put  and  negatived,  without  a  divifion. 

The  queftion  then  recurred  upon  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr,   Gallatin  j   and  after  a  few  obfervations   from  Mr. 
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Gilbert,  in  oppofition  thereto,  it  was  put  and  negatived,  38 
to  36. 

Mr.  W.  Sniith  then  propofed  a  refolutibn  to  the  following 
effea  : 

«  Refolved,  That  a  farther  funi  of  15,737  dollars  and  19 
cents,  be  appropriated  to  reimburfe  to  the  ftate  of  South 
Carolina,  the  expenfes  incurred  in  fortifying  the  city  of 
Charlelion." 

The  queftion  was  put  and  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

The  committee  then  rofe,  and  the  refolution  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

AmeiTagewas  received  from  the  Senate  informing  the 
houfe  they  had  pafled  the  Military  Eftablifhment  Bill  with- 
out aimendment. 

A  .Report  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  war,  inclof- 
ing  an  account  of  the  deficiencies  reported  to  the  houfe  on  the 
loth  inftant,  intimating  at  the  fame  time,  that  there  would 
be  a  further  deficiency  for  MiHtia  Service  on  the  frontiers 
of  Georgia  of  1 12,413  dollars,  which  would  belaid  before 
them  as  foon  as  made  out.  Referred  to  the  fame  committee 
of  the  whole  to  whom  was  referred  the  former  commu- 
nication on  this  fubjedl. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
committed the  bill  for  mitigating  and  remitting  fines  and 
penalties  under  the  revenue  Laws,  reported  a  bill,  which 
was  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Venable  afked^  leave  of  abfence  for  the  remainder  of 
the  feflion,  for  his  colleague,  Mr.  Hancock. 

Adjourned^ 


Tuefday,  February   21. 

Mr.  Heath  afked  leave  of  abfence  for  Mr.  Prefton  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  feflion,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  report 
vsrhat  State  had  agreed  to  the  amendments  propofed  to  the 
Conftitution,  refpe^ling  the  Suability  of  State,  made  a  report. 
It  recommended  that  the  Prefident  be  requeiied  to  enquire 
what  States  had  agreed  to  the  faid  anienciiriCnt.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to-morrovv^. 

Mr.  D wight  Fofter,  from  the  comniitt^^e  of  claims,  re- 
ported in  favour  of  Samuel  Abbott  and  others,  non-com- 
miffioned  officers,  and  foldiers  who  had  not  been  paid  by 
reafonofpaymafters  and  agents  who  had  been  entrufted  by 
the  public  vdth  the  money,  having  erther  failed  or  run  away. 
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The  report  recommended  a  refolutlon  providing  relief  in 
fuch  cafes.  Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Harper  reported  a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on 
certain  articles  ®f  impoft.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Dearborn  moved  to  go  into  a  committee  of  the  wholi 
on  the  Militia  Bill. 

He  obferved  it  was  not  a  new  fyftem,  but  an  alteration  of 
the  old  one ;  he  fuppofed  it  could  not  take  long  time,  its 
principles  having  already  been  difculled. 

Mr.  Sherburne  fupported  the  motion  as  it  had  been  fe- 
veral  fetSons  under  confideration. 

Mr.  Williams  hoped  as  the  prefent  feiHon  was  fo  near  a 
clofe,  the  houfe  would  not  think  of  it. 

Mr.  Rutherford  thought  it  better  not  only  be  put  alide  at 
prefent,  but  never  revifed,  as  it  was  taking  a  power  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  feveral  fovereign  States,  which  they  could 
beft  fuit  their  own  location  in;  belides,  he  thought  the 
United  States  had  nothinar  to  do  with  the  Militia  until  in 
adlual  fervice. 

Mr.  Varnum  faid  it  was  well  known  the  United  States  had 
paffed  laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  Militia,  and  it  was  as 
well  known  that  thofe  laws  did  not  do  any  fervice  in  the 
eaftern  States  J  the  benefits  of  a  new  regulation  would  be 
confiderable :  during  the  Weftern  Infurredlion  affiftance 
was  obliged  to  be  obtained  from  feveral  States,  this  wa3 
not  compulfary.  He  hoped  the  United  States  would  not 
expofe  tbemfelves  to  danger  and  expence,  when  a  fhort  bill 
would  prevent  it.  He  therefore  thought  it  a  very  neceiTary 
fubjecV. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  lamented  the  time  v/hich  was  every  day 
taken  up  to  know  what  bulinefs  fhould  be  entered  uponj  he 
-hoped  every  private  buiinefs  would  bend  to  public,  of  which 
he  thought  furiiclent  prefented  itfelf.  He  hoped  the  pre- 
fent would  be  poRponed. 

Mr.  Harper  v/as  furprifed  that  gentlemen  could  prefs  a 
buiinefs  which  there  was  no  probability  of  doing,  he  would> 
therefore,  to  gratify  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  m.ove  a  poiftponment 
Hncil  the  4th  of  March. 

4l> 
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Mf^  Parker  thought  it  more  proper  to  dlfcharge  the  com- 

riuttee  from  the  conlideration  of  that  fubje<ri,  which  he  moved, 

and  after  an  obferYation  againft  it  by  Mr.  Freeman,  it  paffed^ 

Ayes  4:2, 

Noes  32* 

On  motion  of  Mr  Bearbornj  the  houfe  refolded  iifelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  for  reviving  and  con- 
tinuing in  force,  the  a(5t  of  the  30th  of  May,  1796,  to  re- 
gulate thecompenfation  of  Clerks,  which  was  agreed  to>  the 
Committee  rofe,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroiTed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  pf  the  fame  gentleman,  the  bill  for  augmenting, 
the  faiary  of  the  Attorney-General  went  through  the  fame 
form,  and  was  difpofed  of  in  the  fame  way.  Before  the 
queftion  was  taken  in  the  houl^e, 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  add  a  claufe  to  it  to  inereafe  the 
falaries  of  all  the  Heads  of  Departments. 

The  Speaker  faid  the  bill  muft  be  recommitted  to  admit 
of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Kittera  moved  to  have  it  recommitted.  The  motion 
was  negatived,  there  being  only  15  votes  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
Appropriation  Bill ;  the  houfe  accordingly  went  into  a  com* 
mittceof  the  whole  on  that  fubje^t,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the^ 
ehair  •,  and  the  item  of  50,000  dollars  for  Foreign  Intercoufe 
being  under  conflderation, 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  felt  himfelf  very  much  at  a  lofs  on 
thisfiibje<Pc.  They  were  told  this  feffion,  that  the  objedt 
of  this  appropriation  might  coil  300,000  dollars.  V»^hen  he 
voted  on  this  fubje£llaft  feffion,  he  thought  there  was  no 
need  to  go  beyond  the  fum  then  appropriated,  and,  from 
the  fmallnefs  of  that  fum  he  did  not  make  the  neceflary  en- 
quiries, but,  as  the  Secretary  of  State  had  faid  the  faith  of 
the  country  was  pledged  to  pay  the  debts  for  which  perfon* 
had  ftepped  forward  as  fecurities,  he  felt  himfelf  much  em-* 
barraffed.  The  country  would,  by  this  means,  be  muchin- 
volved^  and  how  they  could  be  excufed  from  paying  it,  with- 
out difgrace,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know,  though  he  did  not 
think  they  were  bound  to  pay  it.  It  went  1,0  eftablifli  a 
principle  that  whatever  property  was  thus  loft  they  would  be 
bound  to  make  good,  however  great  the  fum,  or  bear  the 
expence  of  fuits  to  recover  it,  which  was  a  dangerous  prin- 
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Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  agree,  with  the  gentleman  \u^ 
fat  down,  that  by  this  a6t  we  pledge  the  United  States,  to 
make  good  any  deiiciencies  of  our  citizens;  on  the  Gontrary_, 
he  thought  there  would  be  a  reimburferaent  of  this,  as  he 
thought  conliderable  fums  v/ould  be  recovered,  and  when 
recovered  would  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  Statrs^. 
and  if  not  recovered  he  could  not  lee  how  the  United  Stages 
ftood  pledged  for  its  payment :  he  thought  the  appropriation 
ihould  be  made ;  it  was  paiTed  and  he  could  not  fee  how  it 
could  be  prevented;  the  Preiident  had,  he  thought,  good 
reafon  for  advancing  thefe  fums,  or  he  would  not  have 
done  it,  and  having  done  it,  it  could  not  be  recalled.  All  they 
had  now  to  do  was  to  prevent  the  like  again,  by  raifing  a 
iufficient  armament  to  protedl  our  flag  and  deter  Foreign 
powers  from  infulting  or  injuring  our  commerce  in  future; 
he  trufted  it  would  be  a  warning  to  us  to  make  ourfelves  fo 
refpe6rable  as  to  guard  againft  th-e  necefiity  of  indemnifi'^a'' 
tion  in  future. 

Mi  Nicholas  faid  that  the  appropriations  fiiould  be  kept 
feparate,  that  thofe  for  the  fervice  of  government,  and  thofe 
which  was  of  a  diiputable  nature,  might  not  be  introduced, 
as  it  could  not  be  elientially  different  whether  the  item  now 
under  confn deration  be  introrluced  in  this,  or  in  a  feparate 
bill.  He  did  not  think  with  the  gentleman  laft  up,  that  be- 
caufe  much  money  was  to  be  fpent,  that  more  ihould  be 
fpent  to  prevent  it  in  future ;  he  was  not  at  all  fatisfieci  Vvith 
thcbulincfs;  it  feemed  a  matter  of  furprife  on  the  houie, 
and  he  beUcved,  done  without  authority  ;  he  did  not  believe 
there  was  power  in  the  executive  ro  ufe  money  m  thi-s 
manner:  at  any  rate,  bethought  the  appropriation  might 
remain  until  the  laft  in  the  feilion,  and  therefore  he  would 
move  to  ftrike  out  the  item. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  that  upon  examining  the  documents 
fent  the  other  day  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Se- 
cretary of  Treafury,  he  found  that  having  been  under  the 
neceflity  of  giving  fecurity  for  the  C0ii:s  of  the  fuits  of  our 
citizens  in  Great  Britain,  and  being  authoriied  to  do  fo, 
Mr.  Bayard,  om*  agent,  had  pledged  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  for  the  payment  of  them:  on  this  accoi-iiit  fevcrai 
merchants  in  London  came  forward  and  were  fecurity  for 
him,  and,  though  the  fum  of  50,000  dollars  was  Imall,  it 
could  not  be  obtained  without  pledging  the  faith  of  the 
United  States.  By  recurring  to  the  lav^,  it  would  be  found 
that  there  had  been  a  general  appropriation  of  one  million  to 
defray  an  extra  expence  of  intercourfe  with  Foreign  powers  $ 
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and  though  it  was  the  Intention  of  the  legiflature  that  this 
fum  fhoLild  have  been  excluiively  appropriated  to  obtain  a 
peace  vAth  Algiers,  yet  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  loofe 
manner  in  which  the  a6l  was  worded,  might  be  fo  conftrued 
as  to  cov'cr  the  purpofe  for  which  200,000  dollars  of  that  ap- 
propriation was  expeniied,  viz.  to  profecute  the  claims  of 
our  citizens  whofe  property  had  fuffered  fpoliation,  as  it  was 
an  extra  expence  of  intercourfe  with  Foreign  nations;  yet 
he  did  not  think  the  conftruftionvvhich  had  been  put  upon 
It  was  perfectly  natural,  but  he  would  not  nov/  difpute  that 
queftion,  he  would  allow  it  was  a  legal  appropriation.  But, 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  whenever  appropriations  were 
m^de  in  fuch  a  loofe  manner,  they  could  not  cover  the  ex- 
pence  farther  than  the  money  would  go»  If  the  legiflature, 
indeed,  had  authorized  an  expence,  and  appropriated  a  fum 
of  money  for  that  purpofe,  and  this  money  had  fallen  fliort 
ofthe  expence,  it  might  have  been  faid  the  expence  was  au- 
thorized, and  therefore  the  money  muft  be  procured.  In 
fuch  a  cafe  the  Prelident  v/culd  have  been  authorized  by  law 
to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  he  would  be  authorized  to  call  out  tlie  Militia;  for,  though 
no  appropriation  was  made  for  the  purpofe,  they  fliould 
feel  themfelves  bound,in  a  certain  degree,  to  pay  the  expence: 
they  might,  indeed,  fay  he  had  expended  too  much  money, 
yet  they  would,  in  fome  degree  be  bound  to  pay  it.  But  the 
cafe  now  under  conlideration  ws^s  altogether  different  :  the 
obje6):  of  expence  was  not  authorized,  and  the  only  reafon 
why  the  money  had  been  legally  expended,  was,  becaufe  a 
kind  of  general  appropriation  had  been  made,  of  which 
advantage  had  been  taken.  He  conceived  that,  the  Pre- 
lident might  have  gone  on  to  have  expended  the  money 
as  far  as  it  went,  he  had  not  the  power  to  pledge  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  farther.  Upon  this  ground  he  had  pre- 
pared a  refolution  which  he  intended  to  have  offered  to  the 
houfe  th's  morning,  viz. 

"  Refolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  propriety  ofthe  United  States  either  advancing  or  de- 
fraying the  whole,  or  part  of  the  expences  of  profecuting  the 
claims  of  their  citizens,  whofe  property  has  been  captured 
by  the  belligerent  powers,  and  of  authorifing  the  Prefident 
ofthe  United  States  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
for  the  purpofe  ;  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  authorifed 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwife." 


cSi 


Being  an  entire  new  fubjeft  Mr.  G.  faid,  it  was  proper  they 
begin  the  buiinefs  afreili.  Thej,^  oiight  not,  by  appropri- 
ating in  this  bill,to  countenance  >tie' expenditure  of  money  for 
an  objeiSt  not  authorized  by  the  houfe  :  they  ought  firft  to 
authorize  the  expence,  and  thsn  appropriate  the  money,  he, 
therefore  was  for  ftriking  cut  the  iteiii  in  qucirion.  Ke 
would  not  wifh  to  be  underfiood  to  fay,  that,  thcnsbthe 
Prefident  had  not  the  power  to  incur  the  expence  alkided  to, 
that  the  necefiity  of  the  cafe  might  not  warr^n^  it,  and  that 
they  might  not  be  induced  to  legalize  it :  but  if  thev  made  an 
appropriation  without  any  enquiry  on  the  fiibjett,'  it  vcguld 
be  taken  for  granted  that  the  expence  was  perfeclly  regular 
and  warranted  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  broucrlit  "^in  a 
bill  by  itfelf,  it  would  fliew  that  they  alone  was  the  only 
branch  of  government  which  had  the  power  of  ereclin^  ex- 
pence. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  it  was    not  very    material   whether 
this  appropriation  was  in  this  bill,  or  in  any   other    iince 
the  gentleman  laft  up  admitted,  it   was  necelfarv  to  appro- 
priate for  it ; — this  gave  him  confiderable  pleafure.      Gentle- 
men admitted,  he  faid,  there  might  be  cafes  wherein  to  juftifv 
the  executive  in  incurring  expences,  unknown  to  the  houfe'. 
Mr.  S.  thought  this  may  be  a  cafe  of  that  kin  d,  and  that  he 
was  juftified  from  the  urgency  of  it:  however,  every   ac-r.f]p^ 
man  would  judge  for  himfelf.     There  would  have  been  more 
propriety  Mr.  S.  faid,  in  bringing  forward  this  meafure   lall: 
feffion  than  now,  as  then  a  certain  fum  was  voted   for    this 
purpofein  the  appropriation  bill; they  therefore,then  did  what 
gentlemen  now  faid  ought  not  to  be  done  ;  lafl  feffion,  faid 
Mr.  Smith  we  received  a  communication  from  the  executive 
informing  us  that  fome  n^oney  was  wanted  for  the  purpofe  ° 
we,  then  without   legahzing  the  expence,  confidering   the 
neceffity  of  the  fum  to  be  granted  extraordinary  to  the  di- 
plomatic department,  it  was  done,  and  conlidered  as  a  proper 
meafure.  ^  Mr.  S.  had  no  objeaion  to  the  mode  propofed, 
provided  it  was  done,  if  it  had  been  done  lafi:  feffion. 

The  queftion  for  ftriking  out  the  item  was  then  put  and 
carried. 

The  other  article  of  appropriation  were  then  gonethrough, 
the  committee  rofe,  and  the  houfe  took  it  up,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engroiTed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  on  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  repeahng  the  limiitation  of  the  acl  for  the 
puniffiment  of  certain  crimes  againft  the  United  States,  and 
to  continue  in  force  the  fame. 
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Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  in  looking  over  this  aftj  he  faw  Httk  in 
it  which  might  not  with  propriety  be  made  a  permanent  law; 
thoiigh  he  thought  there  v/ere  fome  few  things  in  the  two 
firft  feciions,  which  were  not  fo  fit  for  a  permanent  law.  He, 
therefore,  thought  it  would  be  beft  to  extent  the  a6:  for  two 
years  longer,  by  which  time  the  fituation  of  this  country,  and 
o£  the  public  mind,  might  be  fuch  as  to  allow  the  repeal 
of  thofe  particular   parts.     He  made  a  motion  to  this  ef- 

Mr."  Murray  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
PeBulyivaniaj  would  not  fucceed.     From  what  he  laiew  of 
the  lawj  he  was  impreffed  very  favourably  towards  it;  he 
thought  it  well  explained  the  duty  of  the  citizens  of  this  coun- 
try, as  a  neutral  nation,,  towards  this  government  and  towards 
other  countries  ;  thefe  were  permanent  duties,  he  faid,  y/hich 
HO  time  could  change^  they  were  duties  inherent  in  the  law 
of  Kature,  and  agreeable  to  the  law  of  nations.     The  obje£t_ 
was  to  create  fuch  a  ^iifpofition  in  the  people  as  fliould  be 
friendly  to  our  neutral  iituation.     The  ciaufe  which  forbade 
the  iittiog  out  of  privateers  was  fan<5i:ione<i  by  the  laws  of  mo- 
rality and  juftice.     Mr.  M.  hoped,  therefore,  this  laty  would 
be  conlidered  as  a  perm.anent  law,  efpecially  when  great  evils 
had  arifen  from  the  Vv^ant  of  the  knowledge  of  the  duties 
hereJii  contained,   and  had  nearly  forfeited  our  neutral  cha- 
racter.    If  the  duties  laid  down  in  this  a£l,  were  fuch  as 
ihould  be  generally  known  and  pra6lifed,  it  was  neccffary  the 
law  iihould  be  conlidered  as  permanent:  indeed  he  had  heard 
DO  argument  againft  its  permanency,  either  now,  or  at  the 
thneof  its  paffing.     It  was  necelTary  the  duties  of  neutrality 
Ihould  be  well  imprelTed  upon  the  mind  of  every  citizen.     It 
haJ,  indeed,  been  the  pride  of  this  country  to  keep  hitherto 
that  neutrality  inviolate.     And  in  truth,  if  the  law  fhould  not 
now  be  male  permanent,  it  would  exhibit  a  flu<ftuation  in  our 
coanfels,  that  would  not  fail  to  produce  a  bad  eiFe6lupon  the 
people. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  there  was  the  fame  reafon  for  continuing 
the  limitation  now,  that  there  was  for  originating  it  when  the 
law  paffed.  The  law  was  fuitable  for  our  prefent  fituation, 
'  and  whilft  the  European  war  continued,  it  might  be  well  to 
continue  this  law  in  all  its  parts.  Indeed,  if  it  continued  no- 
thing but  an  expolltion  of  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations,  as 
!he  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  faid  it  was,  he  would  fully 
agree  with  him  that  it  Ihould  be  permanent  *,  but  he  beheved 
it,  in  a  few  inftanees,  contrary  to  both. 
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When  he  was  up  before,  he  had  faid,  he  did  not  fee  2tnj 
thingj  except  in  the  two  firft  fe£lions  of  the  bill,  that  appear- 
ed to  him  improper  f@r  a  permanent  law,  but  thofe  fections  he 
did  not  think  were  proper.  He  fhould  be  juftifiec]  in  fayingj 
that  they  were  i  n  flat  contr3di(^ion  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
which  was  the  reafon  he  did  not  wifh  it  to  be  inferted  as  a  part 
of  a  permanent  law  of  the  land,  without  further  inveftigati- 
on  tham  they  had  now  time  to  give  it.  One  of  the  paffages  in 
the  law  was  to  the  following  effe£t:  "That  if  any  citizen  fhall, 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  accept  of  any  com- 
miffion  in  the  fervice  of  any  foreign  power  or  ftate,  he  fhall 
be  guilty  of  a  high  mif demeanor,  &c."  In  no  other  nation,  he 
faid,  was  it  confidered  as  a  high  mifdemeanor  to  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  a  foreign  power.  The  United  States  them- 
felves  had  a  number  of  foreign  officers  during  the  laft  war. 
No  nation  ever  yet  forbid  the  practice;  yet  he  would  fully 
agree,  that  owing  to  the  temper  of  the  public  mind  at  the 
time,  the  regulation  was  a  proper  one;  it  might  be  fo  now; 
but  he  was  not  prepared  to  fay  it  would  always  be  fo,  becaufe 
there  might  be  conliderations,  which,  whilft  we  were  at  full 
peace,  would  induce  us  to  wifh  our  citizens  to  learn  the  a£l  of 
war;  yet,  he  would  not  fay  that  this  confideration  might  not 
be  over^balanced  by  other  confiderations.  He  would  rather 
leave  this  fubje<ft,  which  was  not  conformable  to  the  law  of 
nations ;  but  a  kind  of  novelty,  until  the  expiration  of  the 
prefent  European  war.  With  refpe£t  to  fitting  out  priva- 
teers, the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  Mr. 
Murray,  was  perfe<rtly  right.  He  agreed  that  the  law  on  this 
fubjedt  ought  to  be  permanent*,  but  the  reflections  which  that 
gentleman  had  made,  were  moftly  derived  from  the  objecti- 
onable clauf'^s. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wifhed  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania, 
Mr.  Gallatin,  had  confined  his  motion  to  the  two  claufes 
t^hich  he  had  mentioned  as  objedlionable,  as  he  feem.ed  not  to 
carry  his  objetStionsto  any  other. part. — The  two  feclions  might 
be  cnac'led  for  two  years,  and- the  remainder  be  permanent. 
The  law,  he  laid,  was  a  valuable  one;  and  by  making  its  du- 
ration for  two  years  only,  they  fhould  run  the  ri&  of  bring- 
ing the  lav»^  under  confideration  every  two  years;  at  a  time 
when  perhaps  the  minds  of  the  people  might  be  in  a  fituati- 
on,  which  would  render  the  difcuilion  improper.  They  knew 
now  what  was  the  duty  of  citizens;  and  as  it  eould  not  pof^ 
fibly  be  known  what  our  fituation  might  be  at  the  end  of  two 
years^  it  was  proper  to  liave  a  permaneatt  law.     The  gentle- 
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iiran  fliid  it  migbt  be  that  our  iituation  at  that  time  would  he 
fiicii  as  not  to  require  a  continuance  of  that  law.  Bat  this 
they  knew,  that  the  fyftem  was  valuable  j  one  of  the  effefts  of 
it,  he  believed,  was  our  peace,  whilft  other  nations  were  em- 
broiled in  war,  by  preserving  our  neutrality.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  ihe  gentleman  would  at  leaft  let  all  the  other  caufes 
of  the  act  be  permanent,  if  he  fhould  choofe  to  have  the  pe* 
riod  of  duration  of  the  two  firft  confined  to  two  ye^rs.  He 
would  do  well  to  confine  his  motion  to' thsm. 

Mr.  Coit  did  not  think  it  material,  whether  the  law  was 
made  permanent,  or  extended  for  two  years  more.  If  he 
had  had  the  fame  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn* 
fvlvania,  he  fhould  have  come  to  the  fame  concluiion  that  it 
would  be  beft  to  make  the  law  temporary.  But  he  thought, 
the  exprellion,  ''  if  any  citizen  within  the  territory  or  jurif- 
diclion  of  the  United  States,"  did  not  mean  what  he  made  it,- 
There  was  no  prohibition  of  any  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
from  going  out  of  the  country  to  fervc,  "  by  taking  and  ac- 
cepting of  employment  within  the  United  States*" 

Mr.  Murray  faid,,  not  having  read  the  law  lately,  lince  her 
was  up  before  he  had  looked  it  over,  and  he  owned  he  was 
not  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  making  it  a  permanent 
law,  by  any  thing  which  had  been  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennfylvania.  That  gentleman  would  doubtlefs  admit 
that  from  neutral  fituation  certain  duties  im^med lately  arofe; 
but,  that  when  we  declared  our  neutrality,  they  became  much 
ftronger,  and  that  it  would  be  a  breach  of  neutrality,  if  thefe 
duties  were  to  be  neglected.  The  offence  which  was  forbid- 
den by  the  firft  feclion  of  the  law,,  was  an  offence  againft  the 
law  of  nations,  fince  it  would  be  to  allow  a  part  of  the  nation 
to  affume  a  mxilitary  charadler,  which  the  law  of  nations  was 
averfe  toj  what  was  prohibited  in  the  fecond  fe<Sl:ion,  viz. 
'^  that  no  perfon  (hall  himfelf  enlill,  or  enlift  any  other  into 
the  fervice  of  a  foreign  power,"  was  equally  improper  ;  as  a 
nation  which  allowed  itfelf  to  be  a  place  of  recruiting,  could 
not  retain  its  character  of  neutrality,  indeed,  if  one  power 
had  the  liberty  of  beating  up  for  recruits  amongft  us,  another 
rnuft  have  the  fame,  fo  that  we  fhould  lofe  altogether  our  neu-- 
tral  character.  If  we,  therefore,  confidered'ourfelves  as  a  free 
nation,  and  did  not  chufe  to  open  our  doors  to  the  recruit- 
ing parties  of  any  other,  it  became  us  to  make  provifion  by 
law  againft  the  practice  *,  and  were  they  to  repeal  a  law  of  this 
kind  which  had  been  already  made,  or  give  a  limitation  to  it, 
they  would  fiiy  this  was  a  duty  which  might  ceafe — -forthe 
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law,  fi^Id  he,  does  not  create  duties,  but  enforces  them.  The 
law  of  nations  enjoined  upon  neutral  nations,  peaceable  man- 
ners towards  ail  other  nations.  This  flowed  from  principles 
of  honour  when  applied  to  nations.  If  the  proviiion  was 
ji:iade  only  a  temporary  one,  the  law  of  nations  was  put  in  the 
power  of  a  mere  majority  of  that  houfe  to  do  it  away,  which 
was  certainly  improper,  as  the  fan^lion  fliould  be  as  perpemal 
as  it  was  obligatory. 

Mr.  Swanwick  faid,  there  feemed  to  be  obfervations  intro- 
duced into  this  fubje^l,  which  were  foreign  to  it;  the  quefli"^ 
on  was,  whether  they  would  agree  to  limit  the  law  before 
them  to  two  years,  or  make  it  a  permanent  one.  From  any- 
thing he  had  heard,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  limitation  ;  as 
he  was  not  iefs  inclined  to  think  favourably  of  the  wiftlom  of 
our  faccelTors,  than  of  their  own;  nor  did  he  fear  that  houfe 
would  at  any  time  do  what  it  ought  not  to  do.  He  doubted 
not  their  fucceflors  would  do  the  bulinefs  of  the  nation  as  well 
as  they  di'l  it — perhaps  better.  What  did  experience  fay  in 
this  refpedl  ?  Were  they  not  in  the  habit  of  frequently  alter*- 
ing  their  laws  ?  Did  they  not  often  hear  of  "an  a£t  fupple- 
mentary  to  an  a£t,  &c.'*  vv^hick  did  not  look  as  if  their  laws 
■  were  made  like  the  lav/s  of  the  Medes  and  Perlians,  which 
changed  not ;  en  the  contrary,  every  opportunity  was  given 
to  revife  and  make  our  laws  as  perfect  as  poflible.  It  was  no 
evidence  of  the  wildom  of  a  law,  that  its  advocates  wifhed  it 
to  be  made  permanent ;  it  would  appear  more  confident  in . 
them,  to  leave  it  to  the  conlideration  of  a  future  legillature, 
becaufe  it  was  really  a  wile  and  excellent  law,  there  could  be 
little  doubt,  that  a  majority  of  that  ho^jfc  fhould  iniift  upon 
a  repeal  of  it.  For  his  part,  he  was  much  in  favour  of  limi* 
rations,  and  widied  they  were  more  frequently  introduced. 

Much,  Mr.  S.  faid,  had  been  faid  about  nations,  and  the 
law  of  nations.  He  believed  the  great  variety  of  buflneis 
which  lay  before  them,  would  not  allow  them  to  difcufs  the 
extenfivc  foHo  of  the  law  of  nations;  and  therefore,  he  be- 
lieved, it  v/ould  be  much  better  to  pafs  the  law  before  thein 
for  a  limited  terra,  and  leave  it  to  thofe  "who  came  after  thrm, 
who  probably  would  have  ro.ore  time  to  do  it,  to  difcufs  this 
law  of  nations.  So  far  as  paffion  might  be  fuppofed  to  be 
engaged  on  one  ude  or  the  .other,  with  relpe«51:  to  the  bel%"- 
rent  powers  of  Europe,  he  did  not  think  they  w^ere  fo  compe- 
tent to  the  palling  of  a  permanent  law,  as  they  might  be  fup- 
pofed to  be  fome  years  hence,  when  the  preient  conteft  fh?ii 
have  come  to  a  clok.     But  this  law  of  nations,  of  v/hicli  thej 
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hzQ-i'd  ib  much,  was  fo  flexible  a  things  that  It  was  become 
difficult  to  know  w^hat  it  was.  It  feemed  to  be  a  law  of 
force  v/hich  a  llirong  pov/er  always  interpreted  for  a  weak  onCo 
We,  lie  faid,  had  complained  to  other  nations,  that  the  law  of 
nations  bad  been  violated  in  their  condudt  towards  us;  but 
knowing  us  to  be  weak,  they  told  us  we  were  miftaken— it  was 
ito  fuch  tiling;  whereas,  if  we  had  been  ftroftg  enough  for  it, 
we  fliould  have  Ihewn  that  we  underilood  that  law  as  well  as 
them.  So  laughable  a  buiinefs  was  become  this  law  of  nati- 
ons. If  a  gentleman  could  not  find  his  opinions  Supported  by 
Vntte!^  he  turned  to  Martin^  and  if  not  by  him  it  would  not 
be  diiiicult  to  find  fome  other  author  agree  with  him  in  fenti- 
ment ;  indeed,  he  thought,  this  famous  law  of  natbns  Was  be- 
come little  more  than  the  law  of  ftrength. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Murray,  faid",  if 
this  law  v/as  made  permanent,  it  would  have  a  good  appearance 
to  foreign  nations;  it  Would  fliew  them  that  oiir  neutrality 
was  fixed;  that  they  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  us;  we 
iliould  be  as  peaceable  as  lambs.  For  hfs  part,  he  did  not 
think  this  fo  very  dellrable  a  thing;  and,  if  the  limitation 
claufe  would  produce  a  contrary  efFe6l,  he  fhould  think  it  a 
conliderable  recommendation  for  adopting  it.  But,  it  was 
faid,  thefe  limitation  claufes  kept  the  people''s  minds  in  con° 
tinual  flu£luatlon;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed,  no  laW 
they  could  pafs  would  fluctuate  their  opinion.  He  was  con- 
vinced  they  would  think  for  themfelves.  Indeed  their  opi- 
nion might  be  found  to  flu6luate  concerning  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  and  they  might  tell  them  they  had  no  farther 
need  of  their  fervices.  There  was  no  certainty  that  the 
people^s  opinions  would  approve  the  condu£i:  of  their  repre^ 
fenta  ives. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  he  remembered  the  time  xvheri  a  permanent 
Prelident  was  talked  of  ;  and  fomething  of  permanency  was 
heard  about  another  branch  of  the  legiilature,  which,  if  it 
were  examined,  it  would  be  founri,  meant  no  more  than  that 
two  branches  of  government  fhould  have  power  of  the  third; 
It  was  faid,  that  though  the  law  before  them  was  a  good  law, 
and  now  approved,  yet  a  future  houfe  might  repeal  it  if  it 
were  palled  under  a  limitation.  Mr.  S.  faid  he  had  often 
heard  apprehenfions  about  what  other  branches  of  the  go- 
vernment might  do,  but  that  they  fhould  become  apprehen^ 
five  of  what  they  themfelves  might  do  was  extraordinary ; 
for,  though  the  wifdom  of  the  other  branches  was  often 
reiterated,  yet  he  would  rather  trufl,  their  own  body  thaa 
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jthein,  efpecially  as  they  were  returned  by  the  people  every 
two  years  ;  therefore,  if  the  opinion  of  that  houfe  flucluated, 
it  would  be  a  fiu£luation  favourable  to  the  interefts  of  the 
country,  iince  it  would  receive  its  bias  from  the  voice  of  the 
people,  which  might  not  be  altogether  fo  in  the  other  branches 
as  they  were  not  fo  frequently  brought  to  the  teft  of  public 
opinipnc  And  though  he  did  not  wifh  to  make  difcrimina- 
tions  betwixt  the  merits  of  the  different  branches  of  govern- 
ment, if  he  did  make  theni,  it  would  be  in  favour  of  that 
houfe.  Why,  then,  fhould  they  wifh  to  abridge  their  owri 
powers  ?  This  vvas  a  fingular  conduct.  He  Ihould  be  for 
cautioufly  upholding  that  power  ;  becaufe,  he  believed  the 
other  branches  would  take  care  of  themfelves,  and  that  there 
was  no  occafion  for  that  houfe  to  take  care  for  them,  yet  he 
was  fometimes  afraid,  that  in  the  abundant  zeal  of  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  for  the  powers  of  the  Prefident  and  fenate, 
they  fhould  lofe  fight  of  their  own.  As  he  h^d  no  doubt  of 
the  virtue  and  wifdom  of  a  future  legiflature,  he  wiihed  the 
limitation  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gilbert  faid  there  were  certain  things  which  were  im-^ 
mutable  in  their  principle ;  and  this  was  the  cafe,  iie  thought, 
witii  refpeO  tO;  the  provifions  of  this  bill ;  and  therefore, 
they  ought  not  to  put  upon  an  uncertain  footing,  what  was 
eternal  and  true.  He,  therefore,  was  of  opinion  that  what 
had  been  remarked  with  refpe£t  to  laws  in  general,  had  no 
weight  with  refpe6l  to  this  law. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  if  he  were  of  opinion  with  the  gentlemen 
from  New-York  and  Maryland,  that  the  wdiole  of  this  law 
was  founded  upon  permanent  principles,  he  fhould  agree 
with  them  that  its  exiitence  fhould  not  be  limited  ;  but  he 
ilill  inlifted  that  the  fir  ft  andfecond  fedions  of  this  law  were 
not  fo  grounded  ;  for,  notwithftanding  the  v/ord  exercifdy 
which  moderated  the  word  accept,  fbill  he,  would  fay,  that  it 
was  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  that  citizens  of  the 
United  States  fliould  fo  enter  into  foreign  fervice.  As  he  did 
not  mean,  to  recur  to  Vattel,  on  this  occafion,  he,  would  ref es: 
to  a  fa6i;.  A.  few  years  ago,  it  would  be  remembered,  tbat 
whilft  the  Ruflians  and  Turks  were  engaged  in  war,  the 
Britifh  authorifed  officers  to  go  into  the  Ruffian  fervice^ 
they  v/ent  to  Rufiia,  and  when  the  fleet  of  that  empire  v/ent 
round  to  the  Mediterraneaiv,  they  anchored  within  the  jurif- 
diclion  of  Great  Britain.  This  was  never  looked  upon  as  an 
infraclion  of  the  law  of  nations.  He,  therefore,  infifted, 
that  hov/cver  proper  in  itfelf  the   firft  fe^lion  of  this  law 
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might  be,  as  it  refpefted  the  fituation  of  our  own  country^ 
it  was  not  the  laM^s  of  nations,  nor  did  it  flow  from  it.  If 
they  turned  to  the  fecond  fe<51ioD,  he  agreed  that  that  part 
which  forbade  the  inliftirig  of  perfons  into  foreign  fer vice" was 
perfectly  well  founded,  as  fuch  a  practice  was  not  only  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations,  but  alfo  an  encroachment  upon  the 
juriididion  of  a  fovereign  country.  He,  therefore,  did  not 
objedl  to  that  provifion  being  made  a  permanent  law  of  the 
land.  But  to  iniiift  a  punifhment  upon  a  perfon  for  enlifting 
himfelf,  was  not  confonant  to  the  law  of  nations,  though 
they  certainly  had  the  power  of  making  it  an  offence  againft 
the  law  of  the  land.  In  order  to  prevent  an  invafion  of  our 
neutrality,  it  would  be  fufficient  to  prevent  foreigners  from 
recruiting,  and  there  was  little  danger  of  our  own  citizens  en- 
lifting,  though  they  had  a  right  to  do  fo,  accor.iing  to  the  law 
of  nations,  except  forbidden  by  a  poiitive  law.  He  conckid 
ed,  therefore,  it  would  be  bell:  to  enaft  the  law  for  another 
limited  time.  This  legiflating  by  the  lump,  was  not  conve- 
nient. This  was  a  long  a^t,  and  as  the  fellion  was  near  a 
clofe  there  would  not  be  time  for  difcuffing  it  ie6i:ion  by 
fection ;  the  law  m.uft,  therefore,  be  re-enafted  without  un- 
dergoing much  difcuffion.  If  it  were  to  continue  in  force 
two  years  longer,  it  teight  then  be  taken  up  fedtion  by  fec- 
tion, and  they  would  fee  whether  it  could  not  be  amended, 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  befides  the  ^objecSlions  which  had  been 
■  made  to  the  a6t,  there  was  a  principle  in  it  dangerous  and 
new.  It  was  the  execution  of  law  by  military  force  5  not 
only  with  refpe^l  to  fhips  or  vefTels,  but  with  refpe£l  to  per- 
fons who  came  under  this  law.  He  thought  this  alone  would 
be  fufficient  to  lead  them  to  chufe  rather  to  enact  the  law 
for  a  limited  term,  than  as  a  permanent  law.  It  v/ould  be 
recoUefted  that  this  particular  occaiioned  m.uch  difcuilion 
when  the  law  palTed,  and  that  it  was  carried  only  by  a  fmall 
majority. 

Mr.  Holland  was  in  favour  of  the  limitation.  It  had  been 
obferved,  he  remarked,  that  experience  had  ihewn  the  law 
to**  be  a  good  one  ;  if  fo  it  would  continue  to  do  fo.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  was  certain  that  it  was  agreeable  to 
the  fixed  law  of  nations  5  it  might  be  fo,  but  he  ought  not  to 
wifli  to  pafs  it  without  giving  gentlemen  time  and  opportu- 
nity to  examine  it  for  themfehes. 

Mr.  Murray  believed,  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania 
(Mr.  Gallatinj  would  recollecl  in  the  cafe  of  the  Britiih  offi- 
cers, they  obtained  fome  authority  from  their  government 
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before  they  entered  into  the  fervlcc  of  Ruflia;  fo  completely 
were  that  people  bound  up  by  allegiance  to  their  go- 
vernment (and  fuch  a  conduct  was  very  patriotic  and  exem- 
plary) that  no  ftep  of  that  kind  would  be  taken  without  au- 
thority. 

Mr,  M.  faid  we  had  the  authority  of  France  for  this  pro- 
viiion  by  a  famous  author  of  that  country,  written  114  years 
ago,  viz.  Coldbear.  In  fpeaking  on  the  maintenance  of  Or- 
dinances he  fays,  that  no  fubjecTt  of  France  can,  during  a  fo- 
reign war,  take  or  accept  a  commiffion  from  any  foreign  coun- 
try whatever,  without  permiliion  being  firft  obtained  from 
government ;  but  the  ordinance,  as  commented  by  Valhine, 
declares,  that  no  citizen  of  France  could  take  a  commiflion 
from  a  foreign  power,  though  in  alhance  with  that  country. 
They  had  therefore,  the  examples  of  both  Great  Britain  and 
France  in  favour  of  the  regulations  in  this  bill. 

With  refpecl  to  the  charge  brought  againft  him  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Swan  wick)  he  had  en- 
tertained him  fo  agreeably,  in  paffing  as  it  were  in  a  circle 
from  Pole  to  Pole,  that  he  was  obliged  to  lofe  light  of  him 
in  the  duft  that  he  himfelf  had  kicked  up.  He  had  wander- 
dered  abroad  fo  widely,  that  he  fuppofed  he  was  mifbakeu  as 
to  the  fijbjecl:  j  he  doubtlefs  fancied  he  was  upon  fome  com- 
mercial builneis.  He  fcarcely  knew  what  to  think  of  him  ; 
becaufe  he  was  generally  as  clofe  to  the  pole  as  a  v/ell  bred 
race-horfe  ;  he  never  knew  him  fo  completely  out  of  the 
way.  The  gentleman  muft  have  been  thinking  upon  the 
frigates,  or  fome  commercial  fc heme,  as  there  was  no  other 
way  of  accounting  for  his  wanderings  upon  this  occaiion.  He 
fliould  not  attempt  to  follow  him. 

Mn  Swanv/ick  faid,  it  was  no  wondcrtjie  gentleman  fhould 
have  loft  light  of  him  after  defcribing  him  as  turning  the 
pole.  He  could  alTure  him  he  fliould  not  follow  him  in  his 
-notice  of  Coldbear  and  Valliene^  nor  into  his  enquiries  of  what 
France  di !  during  her  defpotic  government.  And  he  thought 
it  would  be  acknowledged,  however  foreign  he  might  have 
been  from  the  fubjedt,  he  was  not  farther  out  of  the  way 
than  he  was,  in  going  back  to  the  mufty  records  he  had  re- 
forted  to.  To  tell  them  what  was  the  pra6«:ice  of  Francs  1 14 
years  ago,  v/as  indeed  idle  j  they  all  knew  v/hat  a  wonderful 
revolution  of  fentiment  had  taken  place  lince  that  time  \  they 
alfo  knew  that  they  had  alfo  lately  treated  Vattel^  and  other 
writers  upon  the  law  of  nations,  fome  what  roughly.  For 
his  own  part,  when  he  read  fome  of  thefe  works,  he  thought 
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the  authors  of  them  had  fpent  their  time  to  very  little  pur- 
pofe.  He  believed  we  lliQuld  underfland  the  law  of  nations 
very  well,  if  we  had  20  ihips  of  the  line  to  back  our  interpre- 
tation of  it  J  but  whilft  v*'e  remained  without  fliips,  we  {liould 
have  to  receive  the  law  of  nations  from  others.  Our  cjtizens 
had  been  buoyed  up  with  the  idea  of  the  liberty  and  iride-= 
pendeace  of  their  country;  hut  we  had  feen  them  plundered 
an  I  enfiaved.  We  ha<{  alfo  feen  our  peaceable  conduct  ever- 
laftingly  repaid  by  injur5^  He  believed  the  people  would, 
liowever,  begin  to  think  for  themfelves.  In  two  years,  he 
was  of  opinion,  the  people  would  not  aik  what  was  the  opi- 
nion of  •C^^/^/i'^^^r^  F^/A>';/ir,  or  Fattel  W2LS,  but  would  think 
for  themfelves.    : 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  there  was  a  law  on  the  fubjedt,  wherein 
it  was  admitted  that  our  citizens  may  go  into  other  countries 
to  iight  if  they  chofc  ;  the  prohibiting  claufe  only  went  to  pre-= 
vent  them  entering  into  the  fervice  of  other  nations  within 
the  United  States.  His  colleague  (Mr.  Murray);  was  right 
as  It  refpe<5ted  Ruffia,  fome  Britilh  officers  did  this  who  had 
commiiiionsj  but  fome  he  knew  had  not.  How  far  he  was 
right  in  his  reference  to  Coldbear,  he  knew  not,  but  he 
thought  it  had  no  force,  for  he  believed  the  Marquis  La 
Fayette,  and  other  French  officers  who  afl^fted  us  during  the' 
war,  had  no  authority  from  their  government  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Buck  faid  it  could  not  be  a  matter  of  much  confe- 
quence  whether  the  amendment  took  placeor  not;  no  onecould 
jay  there  was  any  thing  inapplicable  to  our  prefent  fituation, 
but  it  has  been  faid,  that  there  is  proTifion  in  the  law  which 
may  hereafter  be  continued  in  force^  and  therefore,  there 
was  no  need  to  reftrift  it  to  two  years;  it  could  then  be  re- 
confidered,  for  he  could  not  fee  that,  according  to  the  ideas 
of  fome  gentlemen,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  houfe  to  make 
v/hat  they  called  a  permament  law  to  bind  any  future  le- 
giilature,  if  he  confidered  that,  he  faid  he  fliould  be  againft 
paffing  any  a<Sl:s,  and  for  repeahMg  this,  and  leaving  its  ex- 
teniion  to  a  future  houfe  :  as  he  thought  it  almoft,  if  not 
quite  impoffible  to  look  forward  and  fee  what  would  take 
place.  He  fuppof^^d  it  always  in  the  power  of  a  legifl^ture 
to  make,  alter,  or  repeal,  as  they  pleafed ;  it  might  be  left 
to  their  difcuffion  and  judgment,  and  if  they  faw  it  not  ne- 
ceffary  to  extend  or  limit,  it  might  be  left  to  go  on  as  it  now 
is.  He  could  not  fee  any  inconveniency  in  the  law,  nor  had 
the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  convinced  him  of  any,  he 
only  faid  it  was  confiftent  with  the  law  of  nations,  and  under 
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t-fic  exifting  circumftances  of  our  government.  Then  if  he 
cannot  fhow  why  injurious  now,  why  fliouid  he  anticipate  its 
alteration  71  the  end  of  twd  years  ?  Seeiiig  no  ufe  in  the 
amendment,  but  the  contiraryj  he  fliould  vote  againfl  it. 

The  queftion   was  put    for    continuing  the   act  in  force 
two  years,  inftead  of  making  it  permanent,  and  carried. 
Ayes  52. 

The  committee  rofe  and  the  houfe  agreed  to  th^  reported 
refolution,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Swanwick  reported  a  bill  to  fufpend  in  part  the  act 
laying  duties  on  fnuff  and  refined  fugan  Committed  to  the 
whole  houfe,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  moved  the  refolution,  of  which  he  had 
this  day  given  notice  to  the  houfe,  at  the  end  of  the  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  Swanwick  prefented  a  petition  front  Pierre  Jofepli 
Flamend  for  Louis  Le  Guen  of  New- York,  praying  an  cx- 
tenfion  of  the  time  allowed  for  receiving  drawbacks  on  goods 
re-exported,  on  account  of  a  cargo  of  Indigo  configned  to 
him,  but  which,  by  a  failure  in  the  receipt  of  the  Invoice, 
had  only  lately  come  to  his  hand.  Referred  to  the  committee 
of  commerce  and  manufadtures. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  entitled  a  bill  to 
accommodate  the  Prefident.  This  bill  enadls,  "  that  after 
the  3d  of  March  next,  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  to  caufe  to  be  fold,  fuch  articles  of  furniture 
prefented  to  him  by  the  United  States,  as  may  be  decayed, 
out  of  repair,  or  not  fit  for  ufe,  the  proceeds  of  the  faid  fale^ 
and  a  fum  not  exceeding  14,000  dollars,  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  accommodation  of  the  Prefident,  to  be  laid  out  for 
fuch  articles  of  furniture  as  he  may  diredl.  Referred  to 
the  fame  committee  of  the  whole  to  whom  was  referred  a  re- 
port on  this  fubject. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  reported  a  bill  for  making  an  appropriation 
forthe  Military  and  Naval  eftablifhmentsfor  the  year  1797. — 
Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to-morrcw. 

Mr.  Gallatin  calleci  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill 
providing  certain  expences  incurred  in  the  infurreftion. 
They  went  into  a  committee,  and  reported  the  fame  with- 
out any  amendment,  the  houfe  paiTed  it  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  that  the  houfe  fhould  go  into  a 
committee  on  the  bufinefswhich  would  require  the  galleries  t© 
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be  clofedj  tbxe  Speaker  accordingly  put  the  queftion  for  going 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  ne- 
gociationwith  the  Mediteranean  Powers,  which  being  carried, 
the  galleries  were  cleared  accordingly. 

After  the  galleries  were  cleared  the  bill  was  agreed  to 
with  amendments,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

On  motion  that  the  houfe  come  to  the  following  refolution 
"  Refolved,  that  the  injunction  of  fecrecy  upon  the  members 
of  this  houfe,  fo  far  as  relates  to  that  part  of  the  communi- 
cation made  by  the  Prefident,  by  his  meffage  of  January  9, 
which  has  been  printed,  be  taken  off,  and  that  all  future  de- 
bates and  proceedings  tl^ereon  be  had  with  open  doors." 

A  motion  was  made  to  infert  after  the  words  be  taken  offy 
"  together  with  the  letter  of  Meflrs.  Barlow  and  Donaldfon, 
of  April  5,  1796-  The  queftion  on  the  amendment  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  loft 

Yeas   19. 
.  Nays  65. 

The  main  queftion  was  then  taken  hy  yeas  and  nays. 
Yeas  50* 
Nays  36. 

Adjourned. 

The  following  report  has  been  obligingly  prefented  to 
public  view  byMr.Livingftonof  Ne  w- York,  which  he  vouches 
the  authenticity  of. 


Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea'- 
fury,  relative  to  the  prefent  filiation   of  affairs   with  the  Diy 

and  Regency  of  Algiers ;  accompanying  a  Confidential  Mef- 
fagefrgmthe  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  received  the  igtJ^ 

of  January,   1797. 

^0  the  Prefde?it  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State  re-- 
fpeBftdly  makes  the  folloiuing  brief  reprefsntation  of  the  affairs 
of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  Algiers. 

When  Colonel  Humphreys  left  America,  in  April  1795. 
he  v/as  accompanied  by  Jofeph  Donaldfon,  Efq.  who  had 
^en  appointed  Conful  for  Tunis  and  Tripoli ;  and  him  CoL 
Humphreys  W2.2.  authorized  to  employ  in  negociating  a  trea- 
ty with  Algiers  j  while  he  ftiould  proceed  himfelf  to  France, 
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for  the  piirpofe  of  obtaining  the  cc-operation  of   that  go- 
vernment in  this  negociatron. 

They  arrived  at  GibraUar  the  1 7th  of  May.  Goh  Hum- 
phreys concluded:  that  it  v/as  expedient  for  Mr.  Donardfon 
to  go  nrll  to  Ahcant,  rather  than  Algiers,  in  order  to  be 
near  at  hand  to  afcertain  fafts  and  profit  of  occafionSo  Ke 
gave  him  inftrucTcions  accordingly  j  and  having  alfo  inilrucl- 
cd  Mr.  Simpfon,  our  Conful  at  Gibraltar,  to  renew  our 
peace  with  the  Emperor  of  Pvlorocco,  Col.  Humphreys  fail- 
ed fi^m  Gibraltar  the  24th  of  May,  and  arrived  at  Havre 
de  Grace,  the  26th.  of  June  ;  from  whence  he  fet  off  im- 
mediately for  Paris.  The  objeft  of .  his  feiiflion  was  com- 
municated by  our  nainiiler,  Col.  -Mirnroej.  to  the  committee 
of  pubHc  fafety.  On  the  ill  of  July  he  had  received  only 
a  verbal  anfvver,  that  the  French  government  was.  difpofed 
itr  intereil  itfelf, .  and  to  do  every  thing  in  its  power,  to . 
promote  the  accomplifhment  of  our  willies  on  the  fubje<ft 
in  cueftion.  On  the  28th,  affurances  were  received,  that 
immediate  meafures  fhould  be  •  taken  for  giving  particular 
inilruclions  to  the  Agents  of  the  Republic,  to  ufe  its  influ- 
ence in  co-operation  with  us*  The  multiplicity  of  affairs 
wnth  which  the  officers  of  the  government  were  occupied, 
and  the  getting  from  London  a  lum  of  money  neceffary  to 
purchafe  the  ufual  peace  prefents,  prevented  a  conelufion  of 
this  arrangement  at  Paris,  until  September.  It  had  been 
judged  expedient  by  Col.  Humphreys,  and  Col.  Munroe, 
that  Joel  Barlovv',  Efq.  iliould  be  employed  in  the  negocia*. 
tion  with  the  Barbary  States  9  and  his  confent  had  been  ob- 
tained* By  the  nth  of  September,  ail  the  writings  on  the 
part  of  Col.  Humphreys  were  prepared  for  Mr.  Barlow  to 
proceed  with  the  inftructions  and  powers  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  French  Republic,  to  its  agents  in  Barbary,  in 
favour  of  our  negociations. 

Col.  Hum.phreys  left  Paris  the  12th  of  Septemiber,  and. 
reached  Havre  the  t4th,  where  he  found  the  mailer  and 
mate  of  the  United  States  brig  Sophia,  bcth  Tick  wnth  fe- 
vers. Wliile  waiting  there  impatiently  for  their  recovery, 
he  received  intelligence  from  our  Conful  at  Marf^illcs,  that 
Mr.  Donaldfon  had  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  widi  the 
Dey  of  Algiers,  neverthelefs  Col.  Humphreys  tliought  it. 
expedient  that  Mr.  Barlow  fliould  proceed  with  the  prefents 
prepared  and  preparing  at  Paris ;  for  if  not  needed  at  Al- 
gieis,  they  would  be  wanted  in  the  negociat'on,  with  Tuxm 
and  Tripoli. 

4  F 
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About  the  5th  of  Ocloberj  Col.  Humphreys  failed  from 
Havre,  and  after  a  ftormy  palTage  of  more  than  forty  daySj 
arrived  at  Lifbon  the  17th  of  November.  There  he  found 
Capt.  O'Brien,  v/ho  had  arrived  about  the  ill  of  Otlobeij. 
v/ith  the  treaty  with  Algiers. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  Mr.  Donaldfon  arrived  at  Al- 
giers_>  on  the  5th  the  treaty  was  concluded,  and  the  peace 
prefents  immediately  given,  by  a  loan.  Mr.  Donaldfon 
knowing  that  funds  had  been  lodged  in  London,  to  anfwer 
his  ftipulations.^  engaged  to  make  the  payments  in  three  or 
four  months. 

Col.  Humphreys  had  received  advice,  under  date  of  the 
30th  of  July,  from  the  Meflrs.  Barings,  in  London,  to 
whom  the  funds  had  been  remitted,  that  having  made  pro- 
grefs  in  the  fales  of  the  United  States'  ilock,  they  flrould 
hold  at  his  difpofal  the  whole  of  the  value  of  So 0,0 00  dol- 
lars, meaning  to  furnifh  by  anticipation,  the  value  of  that 
part  v/hich  remained  unfold,  if  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States  required  it.  Col.  Humphreys  counting  on  the  mo- 
ney as  always  ready,  after  this  period,  fent  Capt.  O'Brien 
from  Lifbon  to  London,  in  the  brig  Sophia,  to  receive  it- 
Owing  to  contrary  winds,  flie  did  not  leave  Lifbon  till  the 
24th  of  December.  The  other  details  relative  to  the  pecu- 
niary tranfaftions,  appear  in  tlie  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treafury. 

The  difappointments  in  the  pecuniary  negociations,  put 
the  treaty  in  jeopardy  :  the  Dey  threatened  to  abandon  it  3 
and  it  was  v/ith  extrem.e  dithculty  that  it  was  prevented. 
Mr.  Barlov/  did  not  a.rrive  at  Aiicant  until  February  1 796", 
where  he  propofed  to  v/ait  the  arrival  of  the  funds  j  but  af- 
ter a  little  time,  his  intelligence  from  Algiers  fliowing  that 
our  affairs  were  in  a  critical  fituation,  he  determined  to  go 
thither  immediately,  with  the  hope  of  foothing  the  Dey. 
He  arrived  there  the  4th  of  March :  they  had  before  pro- 
longed the  time  to  the  8th  of  April,  for  the  payment  of  the 
ftipulated  funis.  On  the  3d  of  this  month,  the  Dey  de- 
clared what  fiiould  be  his  final  determination — that  in  eight 
days  Mr.  Barlov/  and  Mr.  Donaldfon  Ihould  leave  Algiers  \ 
and  if  in  thirty  days  after,  the  money  was  no.t  paid,  the 
treaty  fhould  be  at  an  end,  and  his  cruifers  fiiould  bring  in 
American  vefTcls.  Under  thefe  circumftahces,  and  as  the 
lafi  hope  of  faving  the  treaty,  they  were  induced  to  offer 
the  prefent  of  a  frigate  this  fortunately  fucceeded.  For  the 
particulars  of  this  tranfadion,    the  Secretary  begs  leave  to 
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refer  the  enclofed  letter  from  Meflrs.  Barlow  and  Bouald- 
fon. 

Col.  Humphreys  not  deeming  himfelf  authorized  to  con- 
firm this  promife  of  a  frigate,  referred  the  matter  to  tlie 
Executive  of  the  United  States  -,  and  for  this  end  difpatched 
Capt.  O'Brien,  in  the  Jjrig  Sophia,  to  America.  There 
%ras  evidently  no  alternative  ;  and  the  promife  was  confirm^ed. 
The  frigate  is  now  building  in  Portfmouth,  New-Hamp- 
ihire,  and  is  expefted  to  be  finiflied  in  the  fpring.  Capt. 
O'Brien  returned  to  Lifbon,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
of  July.  Col.  Humphreys  had  advantageoufly  negociated 
bills  on  London  for  225,000  dollars  :  This  fum  was  embark- 
ed on  board  the  Sophia,  and  on  the  3d  of  Auguft,  Capt. 
O'Brien  fet  fail  for  Algiers.  He  has  not  fmce  been  heard 
of ;  and  there  is  room  to  fear,  that  fome  misfortune  has 
befallen  him.  The  m.oney  was  infured,  at  a  fmali  premium^, 
againft  the  danger  of  the  feas :  againft  all  rifles  they  de- 
manded fo  high  a  premium  as  Col.  Humphreys  judged  it 
Inexpedient  to  give,  feeing  the  Sophia  was  a  veflel  of  the 
United  States,  having  a  fpecial  paflport  from  the  Prefident, 
as  well  as  a  paiTpoit  in  the  Turkiih  language,  under  the 
f^al  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

Such  arrangements  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Barlovv^  and 
Mr.  Donaldfon,  at  iVlgiers  and  Leghorn,  as  will  doubtieis 
enfure  the  payment  of  the  400,000  dollars,  originally  ex- 
pelled from  the  latter  place ;  and  the  fame  houfe  have  be- 
com.e  engaged  to  the  Dey  and  Regency  for  the  refidue  of 
the  money  due  as  the  price  of  peace,  without  which  he 
Vv'ould  not  agree  to  die  redemption  of  the  captives.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury  eftimates  thefe  further  fums  to  be- 
pro  vided,  to  fulfil  the  terms  of  treaty. 

Dolls.     255,759 
For  two  years  annuities  to  the  Dey,  99,246 

To  which  are  to  be  added  the  lo^ooo  lequins 
promifed  by  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Donald- 
fon, mentioned  in  their  letter,  18,000 
And  the  expences  of  the  captives  performing 
quarantine  at  Marfeilles,  and  tranfporting 
them  to  America,  eflimxated  by  the  Conful 
at  Marfeilles,  at  about  6,500 


On   the   3ifl;   ult,  I  .received   a  letter  from  Mr.    Barlow 
ited    the    13th   of    July,    informing    that  the   agent,   Mr. 
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Famin,  at  Tunis,  who  had  been  recommended  to  him  by 
the  French  Conful  Herculias,  had  concluded  with  the 
Bey  of  that  Regency,  a  truce  for  fix  months,  from  the  15th 
day  of  June  laft,  and  this  without  any  prefents. 

TIMOTHY  PICKEPJNG, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Department  of  State.y   January  6th,    1797. 

^he  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  in  obedience  to  dire Bions  from  the 
Prefident  of  the    United  SlateSy  refpeBfully  makes  the  follow- 
ing reprefentationj   refpe^ing  the  application  of  the  funds  def- 
iined  for  the  execution  of  the  'treaty  ivith  Algiers. 
In  purfuance  of  an  a£f  palled  on  the  21ft  day  of  Febru- 
ary,  1795,  the   fum  of  800, ooq   dollars  were   borrowed  of 
the  bank  of  the   United  States,    which  was  paid  in  fix  per 
cent,  ftock.     A  convi£lion  of  the  cafe,  and  a  difpoiition  to 
Accommodate  the  government,    alone  induced  the   bank   to 
confent  to  tlie  loan,  as  the  ftock  was  then  faleable  in  large 
quantities,   at   par,    including  interell.      Bills   of    exchange: 
were   not  readily  obtainable,  and  the  fudden  exportation  of 
fo  confiderable   a  fum  of  fpecie,    would  have  been  attended 
v/ith  inconvenient  effefts.     Indeed  no  alternative  offered  but 
to  renounce  the  negociation,  or  to  remit  ftock  as  a  fund. 

Various  caufes   operated  to  produce  a   depreiTion  of    all 
kinds  of  public   ftock,  foon  after   the  remittances  had  been 
made  :  The  rates  at  which  fales  have  been   affeifed,   are  as 
follow  : 
560,000  dollars,  fold  for  fter- 

iing,  -  ^.111,053   13    o 

230,000  remained  unfold  at  the 
date  of  the  lateft  ad- 
vices, which  may  be 
eftimated  at  80  per 
cent,  or  -  43,200     o     o 


80O5OOO  dollars  in  ftock,  will 
therefore  produce  in 
fterling  money,      -       154j253    15    3  or  dols. 

685^572  ^% 
Of  the  fum  of  396,911  37-100  dollars,  appro- 
priated for  treaties  with  Mediterranean  pow- 
ers, by  the  a<ft  of  May  31ft,  1796,  there 
was  an  eftimate  for  a  deficiency  on  account 
of  the  treaty  with  Algiers,  the  fum  of     dols.  51,132 
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The  whole  of  the  grants  for  the  Algerine  treaty 
may  therefore  be  Gonfidered  as  equal  to  an 
effe£llve  fund  in  London,  of         -  doh.   736,704  22 

The  expenfes  of  carrying  the  treaty  into  effeft, 

are  eilimated  at  -  -  -  525^000 

To  which  are  to  be  ad4ed5  agreeably  to  Mr. 
Donaidfon's  calculation,  for  per  centage  on 
the  captives,  -  ,  _  _     27,000 

Other  expenfes,  -  -  '  -  90,000 


Amount  of  money  to  be  paid  in  Algiers     dels.  642,500 
The  expenfe  of  remitting  the  fum  laft  mentioned,  from 

London  to  Algiers,  according  to  the  beft  ellimate  which  can 

be  formed,  will  be  as  follows : 

140,000  dollars  procured  at  Le- 
ghorn by  bills  on  Lon- 
don, 00^4/10  55-100 
flerling,  per  dollar,  or 
fleriing  -  ^.34,110     o     o 

260,000  dollars,  expefl:ed  to  be 

obtained  at  ^s.  wnll  be  65,000     o     o 


^.99,110     o     o  or  dols, 

440,488  8S 
40,000  dollars     remitted     to 
Hamburg,     cod    fler- 
iing, -  ^,9,200   18     8  or  dols. 

40,013     4 
225,000  dollars  procured  at  Lif-  ■ 
bon,  for  which  drafts 
have  been  pafled  for 
fterling,  -  £.  50,007   16     o  or  dols. 


222,256  89 


665,000  dollars  placed  in  Le- 
ghorn, Hamburg  and  '  , 
Lifbon,  and  fuppofed 
to  be  fufhcient  to  dif- 
charge  the  pecuniary 
obligations  of  the  trea- 
ty, will  probably  coffc           -          dols.   702,758   81 

Payments  m.ade  to  Col.  Hum- 
phreys, fterling,  -  ^f- 3>47i     o     o 

Payment  to  Capt.  O^Brien,  3 1 
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Sterling,  £.  3,502     o     o  or  dols. 

15,564  44 


The  naval  ftcres  ftipulated  by  Mr.  Donaldfon, 
were  ellimated  at  57,000  dollars,  but  which, 
agreeably  to  his  enumeration  of  the  articles, 
will  coft,  agreeably  to  the  eftimate  of  the 
purveyor,  marked  (A)  -  -         -  124,413 

The  freight  of  the  faid  (lores  is  computed  at         50^000 
The  expenfe  of  the    frigate    lately    promifed, 
agreeably  to  the  eftimate  of  the  fecretary  at 
war,  herewith  tranfmitted,  (marked  B)  will  be    99,727 


The  whole  expenfe  of  fulfilling  the  treaty  ac- 
cording to  the  eftimate,  therefore  is         dols.  992,446  25 
From  which  fum  the  efFeftive  value  of  the  pro- 
vifions  already  made  being  deduced,  as  be- 
fore eftimated  -  -  -  736^704  22 


There  will  remain  to  be  provided,        --        dols.  255,759 


The  annexed  paper  marked  (C)  is  a  copy  of  a  reprcfenta- 
tion  from  IMeffrs.  Barings  and  company,  to  the  minifter  of 
the  United  States  in  London,  dated  Auguft  29th,  1796; 
the  accuracy  of  which  is  confirmed  by  the  correfpondence 
therein  referred  to  \  there  is  therefore  no  room  to  doubt  but 
that  the  delays  and  confequent  accumulation  of  expenfes,  are 
to  be  attributed  folely  to  the  extraordinary  events  of  the  v/ar 
in  Europe,  and  to  other  caufes  over  which  the  government 
of  the  United  States  have  had  no  contrcul. 

By  the  laft  article  of  the  treaty,  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  pay  an  annuity  of  12,000  Algerinie  fequins  in  ma- 
ritime ftores  f  the  coft  and  freight  of  the  articles  required  by 
the  Dey  for  the  firft  two  years  annuity,  will,  agreeably  to 
the  purveyor's  eftimate,  marked  (D)  be  dols.  144,246  63 
From  which  the  appropriation  made  by  the  a£l; 
of  May  6,  1 796,  for  two  years,  being  de- 
ducted, -  -  -  -  48,000 


There  v/iil  ,  remain  to  'be  provided  on  this  ac- 
count the  fum  of  »  -  -         96^246  63 
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AH  'which  is  refpeHfiiUy  fubmitted  by 

OLIVER    ViTOLCOT,    jun. 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury, 
Tnafury  Department, 
Jan.A,l-gn. 

An  ejlimate  of-  the  probable  coji  of  the  articles  for  the  Algerine 

'Treaty. 
500  barrels  powder, 
66  tons  of  lead, 
20;,ooo  cannon  ball, 
5jCoo  double  headed  ihot, 

200  pieces  of  canvas, 
2  000  gun  barrels, 
50  inafts, 
100  fpars, 
10  cables  and  cordage,  45  tons, 
3,000  pine  and  oak  plank,  9  inch  thick  and  50  feet 

long,  - 

2,000  barrels  of  tar, 
200  pieces  of  fcantling, 
100  barrels  of  pitch, 
10  cannon,   &c. 


Equal  to  Do's.    124,413 

TENCH  FRANCIS,  Purveyor, 
Dec.  29,   1796. 

(^)  ,  ■ 

Eftiinate  of  the  fum  necejfary  to  build  and  equip  a  frigate^  to 
carry  36  gu?is,  for  the  dey  of  Algiers.  To  ivhich  is  added  an 
efiniate  of  Jiavigathig  the  fame  to  Algiers. 

Carpenter's  bill  for  building  the  hull,  launching 
the  fame,  together  with  a  complete  fet  of' 
mails  and  yards,  per  ton,  -         dols.  45 

Joiners,  fmitlis,  plumbers,  boat-builders,  carv- 
ers, coopers,  block-makers,  fail-makers,  rig- 
gers and  rigging,  with  fliip-chandler's  bill,   55 

Ship  complete,  of  538  tons,  at  per  ton  100  dol- 
lars, is            -              -              -         ~     -  53>Boo 
Copper  fheathing,                  -             -              -  4, 1 1 8  40 
Cannon,           -             -                -             -  8^428  ^o 


at  15/. 

40/. 

276/. 

L 

.  7,500 
2,640 
2,760 

- 

590 

- 

- 

1,100 

- 

2,000 

100/. 

- 

.5,000 

40/. 

- 

4,000 

k  and  50 

feet 

^0.575 

- 

9,000 

- 

- 

200 

- 

540 

- 

- 

150 

- 

£' 

500 

4^.^55 
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Copper  pintles  and  braces,                  -             -  1,240 

Powder^  fhjtj  and  other  military  ftoreSj  ^3^5 5^ 
40  men,  including  officers,  their  pay  and  fubfirb- 

ence  for  5  months,          .              -              -  8,589 

Contingencies,              -              -                -  10^000 


Dois.  cf^rm 


(Signed)  JAMES   MCHENRY. 

War  Office f  26th:  Dec.  l']<^6. 


■    (C)        

In  -the  execution  of  the  bufmefs  with  wliich  Baring  and 
Co.  have  bsen  entrufled,"  they  have  communicated  to  Mr. 
Finckney,  from  time  to  time,  every  material  circumllance 
which  has  occurred  ;  but,  as  the  prefent  pofition  is  extremely 
critical  and  important,  they  will  endeavour  to  ilate  as  concife 
a  narrative  as  poiTible,  from  the  commencemicnt  of  the  bufi^ 
hefs,  for  the  confideration  and  determination  of  Mr.  King. 

[The  7th  March,  1795.]  THE  preiident  of  the  bank 
remxit  to  Baring  and  Co.  dols.  800^000  in  certificates  of  fix 
per  cent,  (lock,  v/ith  orders  to  fell  the  fame  without  caufing 
a  deprellion  in  the  prices  and  thus  injuring  the  credit  of 
American  funds.  The  net  proceeds,  after  deducing  the 
ufual  commifltons,  are  to  be  held  at  the  difpofal  of  Colonel 
David  Humphreys ;  and  we  are  dire£i:ed  to  inform  C  :lonel 
Humphreys  of  the  progrefs  wc  may  make,  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  fales  of  the  flock,  and  alfo  of  the  terms  upon  which 
remittances  can  be  made  to  Cadiz  and  Leghorn.^^ — This  con- 
tains nearly  the  v/hole  of  our  orders,  or  at  ieail  the  wliole 
cf  what  we  conceive  to  be  neceffary  for  the  information  of 
Mr.  King,  in  the  prefent  moment  5  the  furt^ier  letters  from 
America  being  almoft  v/holly  anfwers  to  our  numerous  let- 
ters, and  do  not  contain  a  fyllable  of  difapprobation,  with 
regard  to  our  condu£l:,  but  the  reverfe. 

[31ft  March,  1795.]  Col.  Humphreys  writes  from  Phila-^ 
deiphia,  that  \ve  would  furnifli  him  wi!:'!i  inf  jrmation,  affifc- 
ance,   oce.  directed  to  him  at  Lifbon. 

[28th  April,  1 795.]  We  wrote  very  fully  to  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys •,  the  letter  contained  every  inform.ation  relative  to  the 
probable  fale  of  the  iloek,  and  the  various  means  by  M^hich 
he  could  execute  his  comminion  through  London,  Lifbon, 
Cadiz,  and  Italy  in  general. 
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[iptli  May,  1795.3  Vv^e  wrote  Hill  more  fully,  in  anfwer 
to  his  letter  of  the  31ft  of  March,  wherein  we  offered  to 
anticipate  a  confiderable  fum,  on  the  value  of  the  effects  in 
our  hands,  for  which  there  was  no  demand  at  the  moment. 
We  explained  to  him  the  value  of  the  Italian  coins,  thofe 
of  fpain  being  v/ell  known  :  mentioning  that  it  w;is  eafier  to 
procure  money  at  Leghorn,  where  there  was  no  reitraint, 
than  at  Cadiz,  where  dollars  were  more  plentiful ;  but  the 
exportation  was  exclulively  in  the  bank  of  St.  Charles,  from 
whom  it  was  difBcult  to  obtain  permiffion.  That  we  could 
procure  any  quantity  in  London,  to  which  we  added  the 
names  of  our  correfpondents  -at  the  different  places,  oifering 
every  fervice  in  our  power,  dire61;  or  indirect. 

[i8th  May,  1795.]  Colonel  Humphreys  advifcs  his  arrival 
at  Gibr-altar. 

[21ft  July,  1795.]  Vv^e  advife  Colonel  Humphreys  that  we 
had  fold  300,000  dollars  j  that  we  were  ready  to  pay  100,000 
to  his  order ;  and  if  he  wanted  a  farther  fum,  we  defired 
to  be  informed. 

[27th  July,  1795.]  Col.  Humphreys  directs  us  to  pay 
40,000  dollars  to  Mr.  Doas,  for  Mr.  Andrews,  which  was 
immediately  complied  with,  by  a  credit  on  Hamburg  for  that 
value. 

[30th  July,  1795.]  We  inform  Colonel  Humphreys  that 
having  m.ade  further  progrefs  in  our  fales,  we  Ihould  hold 
the  whole  of  the  value  of  the  800,000  dollars  at  his  difpofal ; 
meaning  to  furnifh,  by  anticipation,  the  value  of  that  part 
which  remained  at  that  time  unfold,  if  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States  required  it. 

[28th  Nov.  1795.]  Is  the  next  letter  from  Col.  HumpreySj 
and  the  commencement  of  our  difficulties: — he  informs  us 
that  he  fhould-fend  the  Sophia,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving 
Portugal  gold  and  Spanifli  dollars  in  London,  to  the  amount 
of  650,000  Spanifh  dollars.  He  further  opens  credit  in  fa*- 
vour  of  MelTrs.  Dohrman  of  I^ifbon,  which  were  punftually 
paid,  aud  he  defires  remittances  on  Lifbon,  which,  from 
the  fcarcity  of  paper  at  the  time,  was  effected  to  a  very  tri- 
fling  amount. 

,  This  letter  was  followed  and  confirmed  by  others  from 
Colonel  Humphreys,  dated  the  i6th,  22d  and  24th  Decem- 
ber, of  a  fimilar  tenor,  or  very  nearly  fo,  and  the  arrival  of 
the  brig  Sophia  from  Lifbon. 

Although  Colonel  Humphreys  has  not  mentioned  to  us 
the  reafons  for  this  proceeding,  we  may  impute  it  to  the  ad« 
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vice  contained  in  our  letter  of  the  19th  of  May,  and  indeed 
to  the  v/ell  known  facihty  with  which  a  fum  of  that  defcrip- 
tion  could  be  procured  in  London,  of  Spanifh  dollars,  hav- 
ing ourielves  never  experienced  the  leaft  difiiculty  in  difap- 
pointment,  for  large  fums. 

[22d  Dec.  1795..]  We  anfwered  thefe  letters,  advifmg 
Colonel  Humphreys  of  the  impoflibility  to  procure  Portugal 
gold,  none  having  been  received  for  many  years.  Of  the 
extraordinary  turn  which  had  appeared  with  regard  to  bul- 
lion, in  confequence  of  the  immenfe  drains  upon  this  coun- 
try, for  carrying  on  the  war,  and  which  has  finally  compelled 
the  minifter  to  abandon  his  favourite  project  of  a  fecond  loan 
to  the  emperor  \  but  as  the  difficulty  had  only  began  to  ap- 
pear, we  hoped  that  with  fome  delay,  we  fhould  be  able  to 
coliefi:  the  dollars  for  the  purpofe  of  executing  the  orders 
of  Colonel  Humpheys. 

[17th  Jan.  1796.]  Finding  it  impoffible  to  procure  gold, 
and  no  fiiver  arriving,  we  fubmitted  the  whole  of  the  orders 
and  correfpondence  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  when  it  was  deter- 
mined to  purchafe  fuch  fiiver  as  might  arrive ,  but,  at  all 
events,  to  detain  the  Sophia,  which  could  not  be  wrong, 
as  the  wefterly  winds  would  have  prevented  her  failing. 

In  the  mean  while  we  wrote  to  Mefirs.  Parifh  and  Co.  of 
Hamburg,  to  know  whether  Portugal  gold  or  Spanifn  dollars 
could  be  obtained  in  that  place. 

[January  19,  26, — February.  2,  12,  i79<5.]  Are  letters 
we  wrote  to  Colonel  Humphreys,  wherein  we  acquaint  him 
with  our  profpefts,  from  time  to  time,  that  Parifli  and  Co. 
gave  us  reafon  to  hope  for  the  execution  of  a  part  of  the 
order,  but  that  no  fiiver  had  arrived  in  London. 

[February  16,  1796.]  Having  detenPxined,  with  the  ap- 
-probation  of  Mr  Pinckney,  to  fend  the  Sophia  to  Hamburgh 
in  confequence  of  the  encouragement  of  Mefirs.  Parifli  and 
Co.  on  applying  to  Capt.  Crandon,  he  obferved  that  it  was 
contrary  to  his  inftrucfions,  which  were  to  return  to  Lifbon  : 
and  as  confiderable  doubts  exifted  about  proceeding  to  Ham- 
burg, Mr.  Pinckney  declined  giving  a  pofitive  order  to  Capt. 
Crandon,  which  proved  fortunate,  as  immediately  after  ad- 
vice was  received  from  Mefirs.  Parifli  and  Co.  that  the  dol- 
lars they  had  in  view  had  been  purchafed. 

On  this  occafion,  and  under  this  date,  we  wrote  to  CoL 
Humphreys,  by  the  brig  Sophia,  and  by  the  packet,  acquaint- 
ii:ig  him  Vvitli  our  difappointment  in  toto  ;  which  we  accom- 
panied,  at  the   intimation  of  Mr.  0*Brlen,  with  letters  of 
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credit  on  Madrid  and  Cadiz  ;  and,  in  order  to  finifli  this  part 
of  the  fubjeft^  as  a  juftification  for  permitting  the  Sophia 
to  return,  we  fhould  obferve,  that  if  fhe  had  been  detained 
for  fix  months,  we  could  not  have  procured  one  half  of  the 
quantity  of  Spanifh  dollars  required. 

[March  lil,  i79<5.]  We  advife  Colonel  Humphreys,  that 
we  had  received  a  large  fum  in  bills,  drawn  from  Leghorn, 
on  the  Britifh  governm.ent,  being  for  money  fent  to  Algiers, 
and  which  appeared  afterwards  to  be  for  the  releafe  of  the 
Ccrfican  prifoners. 

[March  22,  29,  1796.]  Are  anfwers  to  letters  from  Col, 
Humphreys,  relative  to  our  accounts,  chieily  dated  27th 
February,  and  9th  March,  which  we  do  not  notice,  con- 
cluding that  he  was  fatisfied,  as  nothing  appears  in  reply  to 
us  j  but  as  there  w^as  reafon  to  fear  the  bufmefs  could  not  be 
executed  in  Spain,  the  government  there  refufmg  a  licence, 
notwithftanding  the  endeavours  of  MeiTrs.  Joyes  and  Sons, 
aided  by  the  American  minifter  or  refident. 

[April  I  ft,  1796.]  We  wrote  to  MeiTrs.  Fonnereau,  of 
Leghorn,  not  only  to  open  the  neceflary  credit,  but  to  ex= 
plain  to  them,  in  a  full  and  confidential  manner,  the  nature 
and  extent  of  our  preceding  difappointments ;  requefting 
(with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Pinckney  and  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys) that  they  would  convey  to  Algiers  fuch  information 
as  fhould  fatisfy  the  Dey,  that  the  delay  in  paying  the  money 
did  not  arife  from  the  want  of  funds,  credit  or  endeavours 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  but  muft  be  folely  attri- 
buted to  the  political  convulfions  in  Europe,  which  had  an- 
nihilated the  ufual  channels  or  modes  of  procuring  the  coin 
for  the  purpofe. 

It  is  unneceflary  to  quote  dates  of  letters,  as  there  appears 
but  one  opinion  on  the  fubjecl,  namely,  "  that  the  bufmefs 
muft  finally  be  done  at  Leghorn,"  and  both  Mr.  Pinckney 
and  colonel  Humphreys  recommend  moft  earnefdy,  that  the 
information  alluded  to  fhould  be  conveyed  to  Algiers. 

[29th  April,  1 796.]  Fonnereau  anfwer  o'ur  letter  of  the 
I  ft,  promifing   to  follow  the  orders  of  colonel  Humphreys, 

and  that  would  com-municate  to  Algiers,  every  thing 

We  had  defired. 

[17th  June,  1796.]  Fonnereau  advife  the  delivery  to 
them,  on  that  day,  of  the  orders  from  colonel  Humphreys, 
to  pay  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Donaldfon,  400,000  Spanifh 
milled  dollars,  vdiich  they  acquaint  him  fliall  be  immediately 
complied  with. 
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[19th  June,  1796.]  Mr.  Doiialdfon  acquaints  Meflrs, 
Fonnereauj  that  he  fhould  accept  the  fum ;  and  on  a  meet- 
ing between  them  and  — : — ,  the  price  of  the  dollars, 

with   that  of  agio,  was  fettled  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  — — 

[June  2otli,  24th,  1796.]  Fonnereau  drew  for  what  mo- 
ney they  could  procure,  and  on  the  24th,  v/rite,  "  enclofed 
you  have  Mr.  Donaldfon's  receipt  for  140,000  dollars,  paid 
to  him  by  order  of  colonel  Humphreys :  this  bufmefs  might 
have  been  completely  finiihed  by  our  giving  to  Mr.  Donald- 
fon  bills  on  you,  or  on  Hamburg,  for  the  remaining  2<5o,ooo 

dollars,  which  • — — offered  to  negotiate  for  him,  and 

to  give  him  a  receipt  for  the  whole  400,000  dollars,  which 
he  engaged  to  fhip  to  Algiers  y  but  a  certain  diffidence  on 
his  fide  would  not  permit  him  to  fign  receipts  to  us,  for  more 
than  he  had  abfolutely  received  in  cafh." 

[Jufte  27th,  1796]  The  French  entered  Leghorn,  and 
Fonnereau  embarked  on  Board  an  Eiiffliih  frigate. 

[July  15th,  1796]  Mr.  Donaldfon  draws  on  us  for  the 
fum  of  dollars  10,000, -under  the  fame  date,  en- 
quires about  Mr.  Donalfon's  credit  on  us,  and  v/hether  we 
lia/e  orders  for  more  than  dollars  400,000. 

This  queflion  leads  to  a  Hate  of  the  account,  with  an 
eftimate  of  the  effe6fs  in  our  hands.  Of  the  original  fum 
fent  to  us,  we  have  only  fold  560  m.  dollars,  the  price  hav- 
ing fallen  at  one  time  fo  low  as  82,  and  believing  that  go- 
vernment would  feel  reluctant  to  fell  under  90  we  had  de- 
termined to  anticipate  on  the  value  of  the  remainder,  wait- 
ing for  our  reimburfement  in  the  due  time. 

The   560   m.  dollars   above,    have  produced  ^.111,052 

Some  part  was  fold  above  90  per  cent  and 
none  below  that  price,  which  leaves  circe  3/ 1  li 
per  dollar. 

The  prefent  price  is  86,  v/ith  little  demand ; 
fuppofe  die  remaining  240  m.  dollars  produce 
ijg  per  dollar,  the  amount  will  be  45,000 

Total  amount  of  fales  and  efFecls,  £.  156,053 


The   great   defalcation  in  the  nominal  dollars  arifes  from 
the   remittances  being  made   in  funds  which  fell  at  10  per 

cent,  under  par^,— and  the  paymeiits  being  made  in  foreign 
money,  at  a  rate  very  m.uch  above  par, — that  oi  Leghorn  in 
particular  has  advanced  16,  18  per  ce;it.  above  what  it  was 
not  a  ions;  while  iince. 


(       60S       ) 

Our  payments  are  as  follow. 

Credit  on  Hamburg,  dollars  40  m.          -  ^     £'  9002 

Drafts  on  Dohrman,              -              -         -  SOjOoy 

Remittances  to  Col.  HumphreySj           -  -          3>o3^ 

His  draft  12th  of  December,        '  ^  ''      -  -         435 

Paid  O'Brien,               -          -          -          -  -          -       31 

Paid  fundry  perfons,  for  the  dividends  on 

ftock  fold,            ^         _         -          -         -  ^      2,497 
Dollars  140  m.  paid  by  Mr.  Donaldfon,  we 

calculate  circe  4/10  55-100  each      -  -         34^1 10 


^.99,118 


Suppofe  the  remaining  dollars  260  m.  which 
includes  Mr.  Donaldfon's  drafts,  calculated 
at  the  fame  rate,  the  amount  will  be,  at  ^f.  65,000 


Total  amount  of  payments,  '  164,118 

Ditto  of  falcs  and  efFefts,  156,053 


The  fum  of  £.  2,497  paid  for  us  by  dividends,  will  be 
received  again  by  us  from  America,  and  of  courfe,  app€!ar 
ultimately  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

Under  all  the  circumftances  which  have  been  ftated,  it 
is  fubmitted  to  Mr.  King, — -what  ought  to  be  done  in  the 
prefent  moment  ? 

Mr.  Fonnereau  fays,  that  reliance  may  be  had  on — hav- 
ing conveyed  to  Algiers  the  information  requefted ;  and 
moreover,  that  it  will  be  thoroughly  fatisfaftory  at  that  place. 

Ik  the  prefent  fituaticn  of  Leghorn,  there  is  in  fa6i;,  no 
exchange ;  and  the  drafts  of  Mr.  Donnaldfon  muft  be  ne- 
gociated  elfewhere — The  Italians,  moreover  know,  that  biiils 
drawn  from  Leghorn,  fubfequent  to  the  entry  of  the  French, 
cannot  be  paid  in  London,  without  a  licence  &c. 

Baring  and  Co.  can  have  no  difficulty  with  regard  to  tliem- 
felves  j  they  are  directed  to  hold  the  proceeds,  or  value 
(which  they  conceive  to  be  equally  the  intention  of  the 
United  States)  at  the  difpofal  of  Colonel  Humphreys,  who 
dircfls  them  to  pay  dollars  400,000  to  the  orderof  Mr.  Do- 
nalfon,  which  will  be  pundlually  complied  with,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  fales,  and  value  of  what  remains,  under  a  proper 
licenfs  •,  But  that  zeal  VvMiich  has  induced  them  to  follov/  this 
bufinefs  into  foreign  parts,  without  any  other  motive  for 
their  fo  doing,  induces  them  to  fubmit  the  diihculties  which 
occur  v/iui  regard  to   tlie   adiual  pofition  of   Leghornj— I 


(       6o6     ) 

cioul3t  whether  the  biiiinefs  can  be  executed  from  thence,  at 
prefent, — and  ftill  more,  the  defalcation  which  muft  arife 
refpe61:ing  the  funds,  to  the  confideration  of  Mr.  King,  for 
his  better  judgment ,  and  which  they  truft,  will  ferve  as  an 
appology  for  the  detail  with  which  they  now  trouble  him. 
£.  156,053  Sales  and  fuppofed  value. 
2,497     Dividends. 


158,550 

5,568  Deficient,  fuppoiing  Mr.  Donalfon  can  ne- 
gotiate the  remaining  dollars  266  m.  at 
5/.  thofe  of  Mr.  Fonnereau    having    cofc 

4/.    10   55    100. 


164,118 
2^th  Auguff^    1 796. 

As  Eftimate  of  the  probable  coft  and  freight  of  the  maritime 
Stores  neceflary  for  paying  the  iirfh  and  fecond  years  an- 
nuities to  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  algiers. 


3^ 

2C 

1 

)oo  Barrels  of  powder,                              £. 

)oo  Pine  and  oak  plank, 

)oo  Pine  boards 

)oo  Pipe  ftaves, 

[OO  Dozen  long  tar  brufhes, 

15,600 
6,000 

4,500 

100 

34  Cables,  80  tons 

10,800 

10  Coils  white  rope,    11,200  lb. 

500 

] 

5  Tons  yarn, 
:oo  Bolt  of  canvafs. 

975 

3  Tons  lead. 

120 

55  Tonsfpikes, 
2000  Bomb  fhells, 

3i597   io 
650 

£' 

42,842   10 

T 

Equal  to  dollars, 
0  tranfport  the  above  to  Algiers,  fuppofe 

1 14,246  63  100 
30,000 

Dollars.      144,24663  100 
TENCH  FRANCIS,  Purveyor. 
29th  December  1 796. 


(    6o^     ) 

Wedfjefday,  February  22. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  compenfation  of  Clerks: 

The  bill  for  advancing  the  falary  of  the  Attorney  General; 

The  Appropriation  bill  ; 

The  bill  for  defraying  expences  incurred  on  account  of  the 
Weftern  Infurre^tion,  and  for  allowing  conjpenfation  to 
Jurors,  WitnelTes,  &c. 

A  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  a6t  for    the  punifbment  of 
certain  crimes,  againfi:  the  United  States  ; 
'  Were  feverally  read  the  third  time  and  pafTed. 

The  bill  for  making  appropriations  to  defray  the  expence 
of  Negociations  with  Mediterranean  Powers,  was  alfo  read 
the  third  time. 

The  provifions  of  this  a61,  (which  has  been  the  fubje<5t  of 
the  various  difcuffions  w^hich  have  lately  taken  place  with 
clofed  galleries)  are  to  the  following  eiFecl  : 

«  That  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorifed  to  apply  a  fum  not  exceeding  255,759 
dollars  and  3  cents,  to  the  expences  which  may  have  been 
incurred  in  any  negociations  with  Mediterranean  Powers, 
beyond  the  fums  heretofore  appropriated  ;  and  that  the  faid 
fum  of  255,759  dollars  and  3  cents,  be,  and  the  fame  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  th  at  a  further 
fum  not  exceeding  96,246  dollars  and  63  cents,  be  and  the 
fame  is  hereby  appropriated  for  difcharging  the  two  firfl  years 
annuity  to  the  Dey  and  regency  of  Algiers,  purfuant  to  treaty, 
in  addition  to  the  fum  appropriated  for  that  purpofe  by  the 
ad  of  the  fixth  of  May,    1 796." 

On  the  queftion  being  put  that  the  bill  do  pafs,  Mr, 
Greenup  faid  he  never  liked  the  bill  in  anyfh  ape  whatever, 
he  v/ould  therefore  exprefs  it  now,  he  then   called  for  the 


Yeas  and  Nays,  which 

were  taken  as  follow  : 

YEAS, 

Fillier  Ames, 

Matthew  Locke^ 

Abraham  Baldwin, 

Samuel  Lyman, 

Theophilus  Bradbury, 
Nathan  Bryan, 

James  Madifon, 
Francis  Malbone, 

Daniel  Buck, 
Demfey  Burges, 

John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore, 

Thomas  Claiborne, 

Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 

Jofhua  Coit, 
Ifaac  Coles, 

John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 

(.     6o8 


Wiliiam  Coopef, 
James  Davenport^ 
Henry  Dearborn^ 
George  Dent, 
George  Ege, 
William  Findley, 
D wight  Softer, 
JelTe  Fran  kiln, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 
Albert  Gallatin. 
Ezekiel  Gilbert^' 
Henry  Glen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Grifwokl. 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Carter  B.  Harrifi^n, 
Thomag  Hartley,  ■ 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
Thomas  Henderibnj 
William  Hindman, 
Aaron  Kitir-hell, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
George  Leonard, 


David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount, 

Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Gabriel  Chriftie, 
John  Clopton, 
James  Gillefpie, 
Chriftopher  Greenup 
JobnHathorn, 
Job-'  Heath, 


John  PagCj 
Joiiah  Parker, 
Elilha  R.  Potter, 
John  Richards, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Tompfon  J.  Skinner, 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
Thomas  Sprigg, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas, 
Mark  Thomfon, 
Phillip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 
Peleg  Wadfworth,  and 
John  Williams, 


NAYS. 

Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
William  Lyman^ 
Samuel  Ma  clay, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  Strudwick, 
John  Swanwick, 
Abraham  Venable,    and 
Richard  Winn.  19 


63 


James  Holland, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  the  title  was  changed  to  *'  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  to  apply 
further  fums  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  negociation  with 
the  Dey  and  Pi.egency  of  Algiers." 

Mr.  Wadfworth  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Marflial  of 
the  DiftriiSl  of  Maine,  for  an  increafe  of  compenfation.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Attorney  General. 


(       6^9       ) 

Mr.  Dwight  Fofter  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  triads 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Fenton,  widow  of  J.  Fen- 
^ton,  which  was  againft  the  petitioner,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  the  following  refolutlons  : 

Refohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  be  directed 
to  lay  before  Congrefs,  annually,  until  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  a  ftatement  of  the  amount 
of  duties  and  drawbacks  for  each  year,  from  1792,  inclulive  5 
and  after  tile  year  one  thoufand  £tv&n.  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  limilar  annual  ftatements,  each  to  include,  refpeftively^ 
the  fix  years  immediately  preceding  the  year  in  which  it  is 
made. 

Refohedy  That  in  the  ftatements  required  by  the  foregoing 
r'efolution,  the  amount  of  duties  and  drawbacks,  after  the  pre- 
fent  year,  on  each  of  the  enumerated  articles,  paying  a  rate 
of  duty  ad  valorem  ;  and  alfoj  on  woollens,  ihall  be  feparate- 
\y  ftated  ;— that  woollens  fhall  be  diflinguifhed  into  three 
clalTes  ;— and  that  the  faid  amount  oh  all  unenumeratcd  ar- 
ticles pa3^ing  fuch  rate  of  duty,  (wdollens  excepted)  fhail  be 
comprifed  in  one  item,  containing,  however,  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  articles  of  which  that  item  may  be  compofed. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  motion  be  committed  to  MeiTrSi 
Harper,  Coit,  and  Venable  \  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  fame; 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved,  That  the  meriiorial  of  George 
Turner,  v/hicli  lay  on  the  table,  together  with  the  petition 
of  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  St.  Giair,  in  the  ter- 
ritory north-weil  of  the  river  Ohio,  prefented  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  April  laft,  and  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General 
thereon,  made  the  tenth  of  May,  be  referred  to  MelTrSi. 
Braabiiry,  Giim.an,  Hartley,  Heath,  and  Orr  •,  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gallatin^  the  Houle  took  up  the  bill  in 
addition  to  an  acl  for  granting  certain  lands  to  John  Cleves 
Symmes  and  his  aiTociates  ^  when  Mr.  Coit  moved  to  flrike 
out  the  firft  fedtion.  His  object,  he  faid,  was  to  gain  infor-^ 
mation,  particularly  with  refpecl  to  tlie  furvey.  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, who  was  chairman  of  the  committee  who  made  the  re- 
port, gave  a  concife  hiftory  of  the  buiinefs,  which  fiitisfied 
Mr.  Coit,  he  v/ithdrew  his  motion,  and  the  bill  v^ras  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

-  4  H 


(    ^I^     ) 

The  particulars  of  this  bufinefs,  as  nearly  as  we  can  recol- 
ItSii  are  P5  follow  :  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  alTociates, 
entered  into  a  contra<5l  with  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1737,  for  a  million  acres  of  land  in  the  north  weftern  terri- 
tory j  at  a  time  when  the  geography  of  that  country  was  not 
well  iinderflood.  The  tra6t  was  to  extend  20  miles  up  the 
Great  Miami  to  the  little  Miami  y  but  when  this  line  came  to 
he  meafured,  it  was  found  that  it  cut  the  Little  Miami  in 
feveral  phces  on  land  which  had  been  referved  by  Virginia 
at  the  ceffion  of  this  territory  to  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Symmes  was  down  in  the  country  before  he  knew  the  line 
thus  drawn  \vould  thus  cut  into  the  lands  of  Virainia.  The 
firft  thing  he  did  was  to  take  poiTellion  of  the  country  which 
is  between  Fort  Wafhington  and  the  Littk  Miami,  and  to 
fell  as  much  as  he  could  of  it»  General  Sinclair,  the  Go- 
vernor of  that  Territory,  threatened  to  drive  Mr.  Symmes 
and  the  fettlers  off  this  territory  to  which  he  had  no  righti 
The  innocent  fettlers,  who  had  purchafed  the  la  nd  of  Mr* 
Symmes,  fent  forward  reprefentations  of  their  cafe  to  the 
Prefident,  which,  together  with  the  reprefentations  of  the 
Governor,  produced  an  a61:  to  change  the  boundary  line  of 
the  purchafe,  which  was  paffed  April  12,  1792.  This  z€t 
defcrlbes  the  boundary  line  of  the  tradt  of  land  to  be  be- 
tween the  two  Miamis  and  the  Ohio.  Mr.  Ludlow  was 
fent  to  furvey  it  in  1 793,  when  it  was  found  that  inftead  of 
there  being  one  million  of  acres  there  were  only  543)95o> 
winch  was  duly  furveyed,  and  the  furvey  lodged  in  the  trea- 
fury  office  on  the  loth  January  1794.  Here  arofe  the  firft 
difficulty.  The  a61:  palled  to  change  the  boundary  line  could 
not  take  place  without  the  confent  of  Mr.  Symmes.  In 
confequence,  the  law  was  faid  to  be  enabled  at  the  requeft  of 
Mr.  Symmes.  In  1794,  Mr.  S.  had  not  made  any  requeft, 
confequently  the  law  was  a  nullity.  He  might  at  that  time 
have  faid,  he  would  not  have  the  land  upon  any  other  than 
the  original  contract,  and  that  it  was  the  buiinefs  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  make  up  the  deficiency  ;  and,  if  he  had  fo  a<51:- 
ed,  it  is  probable  Congrefs  would  have  been  obliged  to  have 
found  him  One  million  of  acres  of  land  agreeably  to  his  eon- 
tradl ;  but,  at  that  time,  lands  were  not  raifed  to  fo  high  a 
price  as  they  were  now,  and  Mr.  S.  did  not  think  it  neeeflary 
to  avail  himlelf  of  his  contra6l.  On  the  i  ith  April,  1792, 
a  petition  was  prefented  in  his  name,  ftating,  that  from  an 
advance  in  the  price  of  certificates,  refulted  the  impoffibility 
of  fulfilling  his  contract,  and  prayed  that  an  abatement  might 


(   <i"    ) 

be  made  in  the  price  of  the  land.     On  the  27th  Sept.  1 794^ 
inftead  of  faying  he  would  not  abide  by  the  new  boundary^ 
he  requefts  an  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  boundary. — 
Notwithftanding  this  requell,  Mr.  8.  now  fays,  he  did  not 
know  any  thing  of  the  furvey,  though  more  than  nine  moatbf 
hnce  it  Avas  made.     At  firft  light,  it  would  be  fuppofed  the 
contract  was  void  for  want  of  fulfillment ;  but  as  he  fays  he 
never  received  from  the  public  a  counterpart  of  the  contrat51: 
(though  it  is  generally  fuppofed  he  had  in  ibme  way  got  pof- 
feffion  of  a  copy)  but  no  proof  exlfting  of  it,  the  claim  was 
not  forfeited.     A  circumftance  was  mentioned  whicJi  feemed 
to  convey  a  ftrong  fuppofition  that  Mr.  S.  was  acquainted  with 
the  furvey.     The  day  following  the  requeR  he  had  made  for 
the  new  boundary,  was  iflued  to  him  a  patent  for  300^000 
acres,  referring  to  that  furvey.     Mr.  S.   now  objects  to  the 
releafenient  which  was  given  of  his  firft  purchafe  as  not  being 
complete.     It  was  flated  that  he  had  taken  poiieflion  of  land 
to  which  he  was  no  way  entitled.     The  neceility  of  the  a<St 
being  immediately  paffed  appeared  from  an   advertifernent 
(which  Mr.  Gallatin  read  from  a  newfpaper  of  that  country) 
inviting  perfons  to  coma  and  purchafe,   under  an  alTiirance 
that  his  original  purchafe  would  be  completed.     Mr.  G.  laid 
that  he  had  been  offered  fome  part  of  the  land  at  a  dollar 
an  acre,  he  was  informed  that  it  vv^ould  fell  for  tv^o  to  fettlers. 
Mr.  G.  faid  he  knew  it  to  be  very  capital  land,  and  if  the 
450,000  acres  which  remained,  would  fell  for  9oOjOoo  dol- 
lars, whilft  he  only  gave  300,000  for  the  whole,  he  would 
have  made  a  good  bargain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Karper,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfsif  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  report  of  a  fcle£t  commit- 
tee on  the  refolution  from  the  Senate  rcfpe6ling  certain  a- 
mendments  to  the  conftitution,  which  ha^dng  been  read,  a 
motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rife,  flating  that  the 
report  was  important— that  the  noife  from  without,  and  the 
indifpofitipn  which  there  feemed  to  be  in  members  to  at- 
tend to  bufinefs  [the  noife  alluded  to  was  the  firing  of  can- 
non, drums  beating  and  fifes  playing,  in  comniemoration  of 
the  Prefident's  birth  day]  it  was  doubtful  whether  it  would 
iTieet  with  proper  attention.  The  committee  rofe  accord-j 
ingly. 

Mr.  Livingfton  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  a£l  for 
the  Tehef  and  prote6lion  of  American  feamen,  which  wa? 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  v/hole? 


(       ^^2         ) 

On  motion  of  Mr,  S.  Smith,  the  Houfe  took  up  the  bill 
for  regulating  the  compenfation  of  coiledtors,  &c.  at  the  ports, 
and  harbours  of  the  United  States  ;  when  after  having  part* 
ly  gone  through  the  fame,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  t^ 
Adjourn, 

^hurfda'^i  February  23 •  ^ 
.    Mr,   Livingfton  prelented  a  petition  from   the   Cuftom^ 
Houfe  bargemen  of  New^York,  praying  for  an  increafe  of 
falary.  -  ? 

Alfo  a  petition  from  Reuben  Smith,  of  New-Yorkj  praying 
for  a  drawback  upon  beef  and  pork,  landed  in  a  foreign  coun-^ 
try,  but  for  the  doing  of  which  a  regular  bond  had  not  been 
entered  into  the  cuftom-houfe.  The  firft  lay  upon  the  table, 
and  the  lad  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufaftures, 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  tlie 
memorial  of  Antonio  Carmichael,  v/idow  of  the  late  William 
Carmichael,  praying  for  compenfation  for  her  late  huibaild's 
fervices  as  Charge  des  Affaires  to  the  court  of  Spain.  The 
Secretary  reported  it  as  his  opinion  that  Mr.  Carmichael  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  Charge  des  Affaires  from  May,  1782,'  to 
Apriri79o,  and  that  his  widovs^  fliould  have  been  paid  for 
thatfervice  loool.  fteriing  a  year,  and  81,000  doUars  for  ex- 
traordinary fervices.  The  report  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Swanwick,  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and  ma^ 
nufadtures,  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
profecution  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  property  captur- 
ed by  the  belligerent  powers.  Referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  to-morrow, 

Alfo,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jofepli  Fir.mend,  in  be^ 
half  of  Louis  ie  Gucn,  on  the  fubjeft  of  an  allowance  of 
drawback  for  12  ca&s  of  indigo,  which  had  not  been  re-ex- 
ported in  due  time.  The  report  was  tavourable.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Coit,  who  was  not  perfe6lly  fatislied  with  refpe^l 
to  thfe  deciiion,  a  deciiion  was  poftponed  till  to-morrov>% 

Alfo,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  North  and  Vtfey  of 
Charlefton,  South  Carolina,  praying  for  a  reimburfement  of 
duty  on  ceitain  fugar  deftroyed  by  the  late  lire.  The  cafe 
appears  to  have  been  this.  North  and  Vefey  were  agents 
for  the  French  privateer,  which  brought  in  the  Engiifh 
prize  fbip,  Amity,  the  cargo  of  which  was  prohibited  by 
t]^e  admiralty  from  b^ing  fold ;  but  the  veffel  not  proving 
fea-worthy,  permiiliion  was  given  to  land  the  cargo.     Leave 
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was  ^Ifo  aflced  to  re-export  it,  which  was  at  firil  rcfufed, 
but  afterwards  granted  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  hte 
iire  happened,  and  52  hhds,  of  the  fugar  were  confumed, 
and  the  Collector  feized  the  rum  to  pay  the  duties  upon  the 
fugar  confumed.  The  committee  reported  it  as  their  opi^, 
nion,  that  as  the  goods  were  not  permitted  to  be  fold,  no 
duty  ought  to  have  been  charged  upon  them,  and  recom- 
mended  that  a  bill  fhould  be  brought  in  to  grant  relief  to 
the  petitioners.  Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to- 
morrow, 

Aifo,  a  report  upon  the  petitions  of  fundry  manufacturers 
of  foap  and  candles,  of  manufacturers  of  cordage,  and  of 
Stephen  Addington,  calico-printer,  who  feverally  prayed  for 
regulations  in  their  favour  with  refpeft  to  duties  and  draw- 
backs. "  The  manufacturers  of  foap  and  candles  labour   un- 
der difadvantages  from  no  drawback  being  allowed   upon 
foap  and  candles  manufactured  from  foreign  tallow,  though 
there  be  a  drawback   allov/ed  on  foreign  candles  when  re- 
exported.    The  committee  mentioned  three  modes   of  re-^ 
medying  the  grievance;  the  firft  by  taking  off  the  duty  on 
tallow  imported ;  the  fecond   by  refuling  a  drawback  to  fo- 
reign foap   and  candles  re-exported  ;  the   third  allowing  a 
drawback  on  foap  and   candles  manufactured  from  foreign 
tallow,     The  iirft  mode  was  preferred  j  but  from  varisus 
confiderations  they  thought  it  beft  to  defer  making  any  re- 
gulations with  refoect  to  the  bulinefs  this  feflicn.     Similar 
reafons  influenced  the  fame  conclulion  with  refpeCt  to  the 
other  petitions.     The  report  v/as  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  sCt  for  granting  certain  lands 
to  J.  C.  Symm^es,  was  read  a  third  time  and  paffed. 

The  Treafurer  of  the  United  States  tranfmitted  his  Spe- 
cie Account  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper  the  houfe  then  wen^  into  com- 
mittee on  the'  bill  laying  additional  taxes  on  articles  im- 
ported, Mr.  Dent  in  the  chair. 

Mr,  Harper  faid,  he  had  moved,  in  a  former  flage  of  this 
bufinefs  that  one  cent  fliould  be  fubftituK^d  oil  brown  |.hgar, 
inftead  of  half  a  cent ;  that  motion  had  been  rejcCted  •,  but 
he  fuppofed  many  gentlemen  had  voted  againit  it,  becaufe 
they  thought  another,  and,  in  their  view,  a  preferable  mode 
would  be  adopted  this  fefhon  ;  that  not  being  to  be  brought 
forward,  he  had  now  thought  to  renew  the  propoiition. 
There  had  been  great  difference  of  opinions  on  the  fubje^ 
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of  additional  revenue  :  fome  gentlemen  had  {aid  it  could  be 
done  without,  while  others  thought  an  increafe  abfolutely 
necelTary  to  fupply  the^current  wants  :    it  was  indeed  a  pre-? 
dominant  opinion  at  one  time  that  it  was  wanted;  but  many 
of  thofe  gentlemen  now  thought  a  very  little  might  fully 
anfwer  the    demand.     The  iaft  idea,    he    prefumed,'  was 
founded  on  the  fuppoiition  that  the  revenue  of  the  prefent  year 
would  be  as  productive  as  the  Iaft.     They  were  informed 
that  the  duties  of  the  year  1796  exceeded  thofe  of  17953 
400,000  dollars,  and  it  was  prefumed^  the  prefent  ^X'^ould  be 
adequate  to  the  Iaft  ;  but  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  the  ex- 
pences  of  1 79S  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  duties  colleCled  in 
1797,    which  revenue  is   quite    uncertain,    and   from  two 
caufes  :  the  great  fall  of  American  produce  in  the  European 
markets,  which,  in  almoft  all  articles,  our  merchants  have 
felt  to  amount  to,  from  30  to  40  per  cent.     Such  a  lofs  muft 
be  feverely  felt.     Secondly,  The  great  depredations  com- 
mitted on  our  trade  by  the  French  Republic  during  the  pre- 
fent year  more  than  the  year  1 796,  was  another  feripus  in- 
jury to  ©ur  revenue.     The  revenues  received  in  1796,  which 
arofe  from  the  importations  of  17955  were  very  little  injured 
byBritifti  fpoliations,  thefe  having  taken  place  in  1793  and 
1 794.     The  receipts  of  1 795,  from  the  importations  of  1 794, 
were  aiFefted,  but  thofe  of  1796  were  not,  as  in  [795  our 
produce  bore  a  very  high  price  in  Europe,  and  found  a  rea- 
dy market,  either  of  which  would  prevent  the  fmall  depre- 
dations committed  from  af?:e£l:ing  the  revenue  that  year,  and 
that  not  having  been  fo  much  applicable  to  1796,  the  reve- 
nue of  1797  would  not  be  fo  productive,  at  Icaft  it  might  be 
fairly  conceived  fo.     In  addition  to  this,  great  part  of  thq 
capital  of  our  merchants  has  been  detained  in  foreign  coun- 
tries.    By  this  capture  we  know  that  it  has  been  the  cafe  tq 
take  the  cargo  of  our  velTels,  and  draw  bills  for  this  cargo, 
fome  few  of  thofe  drawn  at  the  commencement  of  this  prac- 
tice have  been  paid,  but  a  great  part  not.     The  amount  of 
property  fo  captured  was  computed  at   4  or  5  million  dol- 
lars, and  this,  though  it  did  not  much  aftect  1796,  will  ma- 
terially affedt  1797.     For  thefe  reafons  it  would  plainly  be 
feen,  that  the  revenue  of  the  prefent  year,  which  was  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  1798,  could  not  nearly  equal  that  of  1796 
for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year. 

If  this  be  fo,  faid  Mr.  Harper,  the  whole  foundation  on 
which  gentlemen  build  their  opinion,  without  additional  aid, 
will  be  taken  ^way,  and  their  fchemes  fall  to  the  gfoundl 
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He  meant  only  to  fliow  gentlemen  the  precarious  nature  oi 
commerce  at  prefent,  thisthofevery  gentlemen  had  anticipated 
him  in,  and  their  arguments  were  then  ib  forcible  as  almoft 
to  incline  him  to  reiinquifh  his  fupport  to  a  revenue  from 
external  taxation  at  prefent ,  but  thofe  gentlemen  flnce  tell 
us,  notwithftanding  their  former  arguments,  that  we  are  not 
to  calculate  upon  the.revenue  of  1795  but  1706,  and  then 
we  fliall  have  enough  :  that,  Mr.  Harper  faid  was  the  moil 
profperous  year  that  ever  was  known  to  American  commerce; 
then  the  depredations  of  the  Britifh  had,  in  a  great  manner 
ceafed,  and  thofe  of  the  French  were  fcarcely  known  •,  this 
t^as  a  propitious  period!  They  could  not  therefore  count 
upon  future  revenue  equal  to  that.  He  had  no  doubt  but  the 
revenue  from  commerce  could  be  made  very  great ;  but  there 
might  be  room  to  doubt  whether,  at  prefent  it  might  be  pru- 
dent to  go  to  thofe  lengths  which  may  hereafter  be  requiiite  ; 
all  the  inveftigation  of  the  fubje£l,  he  had  heard  tended  to 
confirm  him  in  that  opinion  :  but  were  they  to  reckon  upon 
the  revenue  to  be  received  in  any  one  year,  the  eflimate 
fhbuld  not  be  at  the  rate  of  that  only,  but  make  the 
calculation  updn  a  more  regular  foundation  :  the  great  fluc- 
tuation of  commerce  would  render  it  injudicious.  Suppofe 
for  inftance  we  were  to  calculate  the  revenue  of  1797,  at 
6,200,000  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  revenue  of  1796,  and 
by  the  reflux  of  our  commerce  3  or  400,000  dollars  fhort 
of  that  fum  were  to  come  into  our  treafury,  this  deficiency 
would  leave  the  finances  of  the  country  in  a  iituation  of  the 
moft  ferious  embarraflment :  it  was  well  known  that  foreign 
loans  could  not  be  obtained,  as  Great  Britain  give  extraor- 
dinary fums  of  money  to  carry  on  the  war ;  and  Holland  is 
fo  drained  from  the  fame  caufe  that  no  hopes  can  be  built 
there  ;  nor  can  loans  be  obtained  in  this  country ;  they  had 
tried  to  fell  the  6  per  cent,  ftock,  on  very  advantageous 
terms^  but  could  not  difpofc  of  it :  even  bank  fhares,  which 
would  ufually  bear  a  good  market  had  been  obliged,  to  the 
large  advances  it  had  made,  to  be  facrificed  :  indeed  it  v/as 
well  known  that  exifl:ing  circumftances  called  for  it,  and 
therefore  no  veryeflcffual  alliflancewastobeexpedledthence- 
No  doubt  but  the  Bank  would  drain  all  its  power  to  affift 
the  government,  but  it  would  be  improper  to  depend  on  its 
will  alone  ;  and  if  there  fhould  be  a  deficiency  of  400,000 
dollars  it  would  be  too  late  when  Congrefs  again  meet,  to 
pafs  a  law  for  raifing  farther  revenue  :  No,  faid  he,  we  muft 
do  it  nowj  or  we  fball  leave  our  finances  in  this  ftate  of  un- 
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certainty,  to  whicllit  is  conftantly  liable,  except  a  more  certaio 
proviiion  is  eftabliflied. 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  that  by  the  propofed  taxes  300,000  dol- 
lars  might  be  eftimated  :  the  feereitary  of  the  treafury  only 
eftimated  120,000  or  200,000  :  this  he  thought  would  not 
meet  the  probable  expences  of  govei'nment ;  no,  as  he  {iiid 
before,  there  would  be  a  reflux,  and  therefore  to  provide  a 
fecure  fliificiency  they  muft  have  4  or  ^00,000  dollars,  for 
v/hich  reafon  he  Ihould  renew  his  motion  to  raife  the  article 
of  fugar  from  a  half  cent,  as  propofed,  to  one  cent.  Iil  addi- 
tion to  what  he  had  remarked  he  would  fay,  that  they  had 
failed  in  the  propoiition  of  a  tax  on  fait )  it  was  thought  a 
tax  might  as  well  be  put  on  that  article  as  on  fiigar,  that 
having  failed,  he  therefore  hoped  that  perfons  who  voted 
a[gainftthis,  to  introduce  that^  would  nowfupport  the  amend- 
ment. He  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to:  fhould  it  take 
place  it  would  be  neeelTary  to  make  fomc  alterations  in  the 
bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Cjrallatin  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail,  indeed 
he  thought  it  fo  inexpedient  to  advance  the  duty  on  brown 
fugar  in  fo  large  a  proportion,  that  that  reafon  alone,  hehoped, 
excluiive  of  any  other,  would  be  fufficient  to  induce  the 
committee  to  reject  the  motion  -,  nor  would  he  have  again 
troubled  the  committee  on  this  fubjecl,  but  have  left  the 
propoHtion  unnoticed,  had  not  the  gentleman  from  S.  Ca- 
rolina made  fome  obfervations,  which,  he  fuppofed,  were 
meant  to  be  applied  to  him,  he  had  reference  tof  thofe  re- 
lating to  ^  dereliction  of  opinion  refpe£ting  a  direct  tax. 
He  believed,  iie  was  the  only  perfori  who  had  faid,  that 
he  was  not  deiiroas  that  the  bill  laying,  a  direct  tax  fhould 
pafs  this  fellion.  For  it  was  true,  that  although  he  was  a 
il:rong  advocate  for  a  dire6t  tax  ;  although  he  thought  a 
fufficient  permjiiient  revenue  could  not  be  drawn  from  any 
other  four^e,  y^t  he  did  not  wifh  the  law  to  pafs  during  the 
prefent  feflion  ;  and  the  realbn  was,  becaufe  he  had  riot  a 
fufficient  reliance  upon  his  own  opinion,  to  wifli  a  fubjedt 
of  this  fort  to  come  into  being  againft  the  opinion  of  fo  ma- 
ny members  of  this  houfe  as  appeared  to  be  oppofcd  to  it. 
When  the  United  States  fliall  think  it  neceffary  to  go  into 
the  meafure,  he  trui4:ed  it  would  pafs  with  great  unani- 
mity. At  prefent,  he  doubted  whether  a  majority  of  the 
country  was  not  againft  the  meafure,  efpecially  when  he 
not  only  faw  fo  great  a  divilion  in  that  houfe,  but  apparently' 
3  local  divifton,  as  he  believed  only  four  members  eaft  of 
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Huvtfon^s  river,  and  but  five  fouth  of  Virginia  had  voted 
for  the  meafurc,  by  which  it  appeared  to  be  a  mode  defired 
only  by  tiie  middle  flates.  Until,  therefore,  gentlemen 
from  thofe  parts  had  returned  home,  and  confuited  their 
conftituents  upon  the  fubjeft  5  until  he  knew  that  the  law 
could  be  carried  into  efFedl:  with  more  unanimity  than  at 
this  time  appeared,  he  did  not  wifh  to  prefs  it.  He  wa^ 
willing,  therefore,  to  take  all  the  blame  which  was  impu- 
table to  this  circumftance,  upon  himfelf.  He  never  wiihed 
the  powers  of  Gongrefs  to  be  exercifed  in  a  way  which 
Ihould  not  meet  with  pretty  general  concurrence.  Yetj 
had  he  thought  the  fituation  of  the  United  States  had  been 
fuch,  that  additional  revenue  was  abfolutely  heceflary  to  fup- 
port  the  p^iblic  credit,  and  it  could  not  have  been  conveni- 
ently raifed  from  any  other  fource,  every  other  conliderati- 
on  would  have  given  way  to  that  neceffity.  But  he  did  not 
think  that  any  thing  which  had.  been  faid  by  the  gentleman 
from  S.  Carolina  fhewed,  that  there  would  be  any  deficien- 
cy in  the  revenue  for  the  prefent  which  vi^ould  require  ad- 
ditional taxes  to  fuppiy  it. 

He  would  jufl:  oblerve,  that  the  great  argument  in  fa- 
vour of  dire61:  taxes — an  argument  which  had  almoft  wrought 
convifhion  upon  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  himfelf — was  the  uncertainty  of  a  revenue  derived 
from  commerce  ;  and  yet  from  this  circumftance,  the  friends 
of  indire6l  taxes,  Vv'ifii  to  extend  that  plan  to  the  Utmoft, 
and  raife  every  thing  from  it.  He  fhould  have  drawn  dif- 
ferent concluiions  ;  and  from  that  uncertainty,  he  fhould 
have  wifiied  never  to  have  gone  beyond  thofe  bounds  which 
they  knew  were  fafe. 

As  to  the  receipts  of  1797,  Mr*  Gallatiri  faid,  we  were 
well  afcertained  of  them,  becaufe  they  arofe  from  the  im- 
portations of  179-5,  which  they  knew  amounted  to  6,200, 
000  dollars,  and  which  fum,  with  the  internal  duties,  would 
be  fully  adequate  to  the  expences  of  government  for  this 
year.  Yet  fome  gentlemen  thought  the  calculation  too 
clofe,  and^  therefore  the  additional  duties  before  theni  had 
been  confented  to,  which  he  believed  every  one  muft  acknow- 
ledge would  be  fully  equal  to  any  deficiency  that  could  pof- 
fibly  ariie.  The  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Si  Caro- 
lina applied  to  the  year  1798.  He  faid  we  did  not  know 
*vvhat  might  be  the  amount  of  the  importations  of  the  pre- 
fent year  5  that  it  might  he  lefs  than  iaft  year,  and  there- 
fore', thdt  revenue  ought  to  be  provided  to  fuppiy  the  den- 
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ciency  if  there  ihould  be  any.  The  arguments  would  be 
good,  if  the  gentleman's  data's  \vere  true;  but  he  had  for- 
gotten that  the  expences  of  1 798  would  be  lefs  ihan  thofe 
of  the  prefent  year  by  700^000  dollars,  including  not  only 
the  current  expences,  but  the  inftalment  of  the  Dutch  debt,, 
which  in  that  year  would  only  be  100,000  dollars.  The 
inftalment  this  year  is  400,000,  fo  that  in  this  item  there 
will  be  a  difference  of  240,000  dollars^  in  the  next  place 
the  280,000  dollars  which  this  year  has/been  agreed  to  be 
paid  to  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers,  will  not  occur 
again;  and  alfo,  the  180,000  dollars  appropriated  for  fi- 
nifhing  the  frigates  would  not  be  to  provide  another  year. 
Thefe  three  items  made  the  700,000  dollars  which  he  had 
mentioned.  In  addition  he  would  add,  that  this  year  there 
had  been  a  charge  of  200,000  dollars  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontier  in  1795;  but  perhaps  fomething  might  be  want- 
ed in  that  quarter  another  year,  and  therefore  he  would 
pafs  over  that  fum.  But  he  thought  there  could  be  no  .dan- 
ger of  a  want  of  revenue  in  the  year   1798. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  he  would  not  pretend  to  fay  that  it 
would  not  be  defirable  to  increafe  the  revenue,  in  order-.that 
they  might  pay  a  part  of  fuch  inftalments  of  the  foreign 
debt  as  would  become  due  after  the  year^  1801.  Certainly 
the  fooner  our  debt  could  be  paid,  the  better  ;  but  he  rneant 
only  to  fhew,  that  there  was  no  neceffity  for  increafmg  the 
revenue  for  1798.  If  it  were  neeeffary  to  raife  additional 
revenue,  it  would  be.  for  two  principal  objects,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Dutch  debt  and  the  8  per  cent,  deferred  ftpck  ^ 
but  as  thefe  did  not  become  due  till  the  year  1801,  they 
were  not  under  the  neceffity  of  providing  the  means  for  it 
at  prefent. 

During  the  next  feiTion,  Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  they  fhould 
have  time  to  compare  the  two  fyftems  of  taxes  together, 
and  to  difcover  which  offered  the  beft  and  mod  permanent 
fources  of  revenue.  For  the  reafons  he  had  given,  he 
fhould  be  oppofed  to  the  motion. 

■  Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  Ihould  not  adduce  many  argu- 
ments  to  fliew  the  propriety  of  advancing  the  duty  upon  thia 
article  any  more  than  that  upon  any  other ;  but  he  wifhed 
to  bring  before  the  committee  a  true  ftatement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
{hew  what  fum  of  money  would  probably  be  wanted  to  an- 
fv/er  the  demands  of  the  United  States.  As  he  diiTered 
confiderably  from  the  .gentlernan   from  Pennfylvania,    as  to 
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our  real  wants,  he  confidered  at  as  his  duty  to  lay  this  ftate- 
ment  before  the  committee.  He  had  inveftigated  the  fub- 
jeft  with  as  much  accuracy  as  poffible.  He  had  attended 
to  the  documents  which  had  been  laid  before  them,  to  the 
laws  which  would  probably  pafs  this  feffion,  and  to  the  pro- 
br.ble  increafe  of  revenue.  The  refult  of  this  examination 
was,  that  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  about  a  million  of 
dollars.  To  whst  the  additional  imports  already  agreed  to 
would  amount,  he  could  not  fay,  but  he  believed  they 
would  make  200,000  dollars,  which  would  leave  a  deficien- 
cy of  800,000  dollars.     He  made  the  following  ftatement : 

Expences  of  i'~i^']. 
Civil  lift,  -_---- 

and  penfions. 


Military  and  naval  eftablifh. 
Deficiency  of  1796, 
Algerine  appropriation, 
Intereft  of  domeftic  debt, 
Int.  Dutch  debt, 
Inftals  do.     do.      1797? 
Premium  remitt.   &c. 
Appropriations  for  frigate, 


'634,322 
1,284,532 

201,000 
376,500 

3>47i5972 
614,241 

400,000 

50,000 

171,000 


^5<^7 


impoft. 

Internal  revenues, 

Poft-office, 

Bank  ftock. 

Stock  redeemed. 

Sundries, 


Additional  impofts  in   179 


Revenues  of  1797. 


/> 


Probable  deficiency  of  revenue, 


5,588,961 

337.255 

35,000 

.    150,000 

88,636 

746 

6,200,598 

200,000 

6,400,598 
812,969 

7,213,567 


It  would  be  obferved,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  that  the  gentle- 
men from  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland,  had  calculated  the 
jmpofh  at  63200^000  dollars,  v.'hiiit  he  m.ade  it  only  at  ^^ 
5-88^961,  which  he  took  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafu*» 


(  620          ) 

yf^s  ftatement,  and  he  believed  this  was  the  fafefh  calcula- 
tion. He  would  not,  he  faid,  go  into  any  very  long  argu- 
ment on  this  fubjeftj  becaufe  it  had  frequently  been  under 
difcuflion. 

Mr.  Gallatin  enquired  from  what  document  Mr.  Smith 
took  his  calculations. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  anfwered,  from  tlie  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treafury,  which  v/as  calculated  upon  a  perma- 
nent plan.  In  calculations  on  the  fubje£l  of  revenue,  the 
iargeft  amounts  fhould  not  be  taken.  It  was  not  policy  in 
gentlemen  to  adopt  that  plan  •,  they  iliould  make  allowances 
for  deficiencies  and  accidents.  The  fituation  of  this  coun- 
try at  prefent  required  it,  and  it  would  be  fafe,  prudent  and 
difcreet  to  do  fo.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  had  efti- 
mated  the  internal  revenue  at  337,255,  dollars,  while  thofe 
gentlernen  made  it  469,579.  This  they  ftated  from  the  re- 
venue of  lafh  year,  which  it  was  probable  would  be  confi- 
derably  more  than  this.  He  thought  there  was  as  much 
reafon  for  taking  one  as  the  other  ftatement ;  and  the  go- 
vernment would  be  expofed  to  hazard  and  danger,  uniefs 
allowances  were  made  for  deficiencies. 

The  deficiency,  according  to  his  calculation,  was  1,012, 
g6^  dollars ;  and  after  deducing  from  that  fum  200,000 
for  the  additional  duties  in  the  bill  before  them,  there 
would  remain  a  balance  of  812,969  dollars.  Admitting  the 
gentleman's  own  ftatement  to  be  true,  there  would  ftill  be  a 
deficiency  of  10O3OO0  dollars,  and  this  without  making  any 
allowance  whatever  for  accidents  and  occurrences  which 
will  always  happen,  without  making  any  provifion  for  the 
purchafe  of  the  public  debt,  which  might  at  this  time  be 
purchafed  to  great  advantage.  If  there  had  been  mo- 
ney in  the  treafury  for  the  purpofe,  inftead  of  paying  the  debt 
at  par,  it  might  have  been  bought  up  at  16  or  17s.  in  the 
pound.  And  he  was  of  opinion,  from  the  prefent  fituation 
of  things,  the  public  debt  would  remain  low,  and  that  a 
furplus  in  the  treafury  might  be  well  employed  in  purchaf- 
ing  it. 

So  much  for  the  revenue  and  expences  of  the  prefent 
year.  With  refpeft  to  1798,  there  was  no  neceflity  to  go 
mAich  into  that  fubjeft.  The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania 
had  eftimated  the  infialment  of  the  Dutch  debt  payable  in 
this  year  at  160,000  dollars  only  5  but  he  afiied  v/hethcr  it 
would  be  wife  to  pay  only  that  fum  ?  And  whether  it  had 
pot  been  in  the  contemplation  of  that  gentleman,  as  well  aq 
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.others,  to  pay  as  much  as  they  could  yearly  ?  He  knew  they 
(hculd  not  be  obliged  to  pay  more  ;  but,  he  believed  it 
would  be  a  wife  policy  to  pay  an  equal  fum  every  year. 
That  gentleman  made  another  dedu£lion  of  280^000  dollars 
v/hich  had  been  granted  to  the  Dey  and  regency  of  Algiers 
this  year ;  but  might  they  not  expeifl  items  which  they  did 
not  contemplate,  to  this  amount  ?  Contingencies,  he  faid, 
occurred,  which  always  fwelled  the  expencts  greater  than 
were  contemplated.  There  was  always  fomething  of  an  ex- 
traordinary nature  occurring  to  call  for  rrioney  •,  either  an 
Indian  war,  or  infurrecSlion,  depredations  of  foreign  powers, 
or  attacks  by  the  Algerines.  There  v/as  no  guarding  with 
certainty  againil  them.  The  next  dedu(£rion  was  100,000 
dollars  for  the  frigates.  \¥hether  this  would  be  faved  or 
not,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  was  uncertain.  The  next  houfe 
might  agree  to  go  on  with  the  frigates. 

Upon  the  vdiole,  Mr.  S.  faidj  it  would  be  prudent  to 
provide  a  fuiTiciency  cf  revenue,  ■  and  there  was  no  profpe^l 
of  getting  it  from  any  other  than  the  cbjecfts  contained  in 
the  bill  before  them.  Land  tax  was  agreed  to  be  laid  afide 
for  the  prefent,  as  gentlemen  from  the  Eaftward  feemed 
wholly  againft  it,  and  thofe  of  the  middle  dates  feemed  to 
have  grown  lukewarm  upon  the  fubject.  The  duty  on 
ilamps  which  would  have  provided  confiderable  revenue,  was 
?Aio  laid  afide.  They  had  agreed  to  lay  low  duties  upon 
diftiiled  domeftic  fpirlts  ;  no  increafe,  could,  therefore,  be 
expe(f!:ed  from  that  quarter.  They  could,  then,  only  refort 
to  fuch  articles  of  im.poft  as  would  be  likely,  from  their 
general  demand  and  other  circumilances,  to  produce  addi- 
tional revenue.  As,  therefore,  no  profpeft  appeared  of 
getting  other  revenue  than  by  the  articles  before  them,  he 
ihould  be  compelled  to  agree,  though  with  relu6i;ance,  to 
the  advance  of  the  duty  on  fugar. 

With  refpeft  to  their  lands,  they  had  authorized  public 
ftock  to  be  received  in  payment ;  and,  though  he  thought 
this  a  very  valuable  regulation,  both  for  facilitatin;;^;  the  fale 
of  the  land,  and  for  paying  off  the  debt,  the  lands,  on  this 
account,  would  not  produce  much  calli  into  the  treafury. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  very  early  in  the  prefent  feffion  he 
read,  with  fom^e  attention,  the  report  of  the  fccretary  of 
the  treafury  on  the  fubjccl  of  direiSc  taxes.  He  call  his 
eye  upon  certain  articles  .which  he  thought  proper  fubje6ls 
upon  which  to  raife  further  funis  from  indirect  fources, 
amcn:jfL  v/hich  were  f.dt,  fur-ar,  tea,  :xnd  the  whole  of  the 
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10  per  cent  clafs  of  goods,  he  communicated  his  fentimenU 
to  other  gentlemen  and  they  had  been  brought  forward. 

He  fuppofed  the  houfe  would  have  gone  into  a  fyilem  of 
direft  taxes  :  this  he  had  always  confidered  as  a  difficult  fub- 
je£l,  and  he  never  could,  himfelf,  form  a  plan  adequate  to 
,  efFe6l  it ;  but  he  was  defirous  that  the  fubje£l:  fhouid  have 
bsen  taken  up,  that  in  cafe  of  extremity  it  might  be  called 
into  operation.  He  did  not  think  any  immediate  wants  of 
the  revenue  required  this  tax  to  be  put  into  execution,  but 
he  wiihed  to  take  it  into  confideration,  to  fee  what  could 
be  done  with  it.  He  had  flill  his  doubts  whether  it  could 
be  carried  into  execution ;  if  it  could  it  would  doubtlefs 
form  a  valuable  fource  of  revenue  which  could  not  be  in- 
jured. He  had  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  prefent  revenue 
being  equal  to  our  prefent  wants.  The  gentlemen  from 
8.  Carolina  (Mr.  W.  Smith)  had  taken  his  calculations 
from  the  report  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  ;  but  the  fecre- 
tary  went  into  a  permanent  calculation  for  a  period  qf  i8 
years,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  calculated  the  fniking  of 
the  whole  debt. 

The  trade  of  179^,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  would  give  near  a 
million  dollars  ;  of  courfe  there  could  be  no  apprehenfions 
upon  the  minds  of  gentlemen  that  the  receipts  of  1797 
would  not  be  equal  to  the  wants  of  government.  The  tax 
upon  fugar,  he  faid,  would  produce  300,000  dollars.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  was  correal  on 
this  fubje^l. 

The  gentleman ,  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  W.  Smith)  had 
faid  it  was  not  wife  to  calculate  upon  the  higheft  re- 
turns ;  but  Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  it  was  right  to  calcu- 
late upon  a  preceding  year,  and  when  they  k»ew  that  there 
would  be  received  in  this  year  from  700,000  dollars  to  one 
million,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  year  1798  falling 
far  fliort  of  that  fum.  For  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who 
thought  the  revenue  arifing  from  this  year  would  be  much 
inferior  to  that  arifing  from  the  lafl. 

The  gentleftian  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  had  fup- 
pofed that  the.  Britifh  fpollations  had  not  afFecled  our  re- 
venue, but  that  thofe  of  the  French  would  be  feverely  felt. 
He  faw  no  difference  between  them,  and  believed  they 
w^oiild  be  felt  alike  in  proportion  to  their  extent  [Mr.  Har- 
per explained]  He  believed  the  United  States  would  only 
confume  a  certain  portion  of  the  goods  imported  j  the  reit 
would  be    re-exported,     and  the  drawback   received   upon 
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them ;  and,  as  he  did  not  believe  the  conmmption  of  the 
United  States  had  been  leflened,  h  would  follow  that  it 
had  been  the  re-exportation  which  had  been  diminifhed,  and, 
of  courfe,  that  it  would  not  be  the  duties  which  would  be 
decreafed  but  the  drawbacks.  This  being  the  cafe  little 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  a  defalcation  of  the  revenue 
this  year. 

Indeed,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  revenue  arifmg   from 
the  prefent  year,   would  be   equal  to  any    preceding  year. 
The  expences  of  1797  would  be  as  follow : 
EJlimate  for  the  year  1797. 
Inflalment   due  on    part   of  the  Dutch   debt 

with  intereft  on  the  whole  debt,  together 

about 
Annuel  8  p.  c.  and  6  p.  c.  ftock, 
Annual  intereft  on  3  p.  c.  do. 
.  Ditto,  on  50.  p.  c.  do. 
,    Ditto,  on  /\\  p.  c.  do. 

Ditto,  on  fuppofed  unfunded  debt, 

Ditto,  on  Bank  loans, 


992,000 

2>324.i75 

587,926 

101,689 

7,920 

78,261 

372,200 


Internal  Expenditures  (as  below) 


5463.97^ 


6,719,226 


Civil  lift, 

Mint, 

Diplomatic 


ic,    3 


Agreeably  to  th.e  fecretary's 
report  eftimated  on  the  fef- 
^  fion  of  6  months. 
Deduft ,  .Savings  arifmg  on  the  fslTiOi^  of  4 
months  only,  < 


5^4>753 


.i^oo 


Bill  for  foreign  intercourfe^ 
Light  Hdufes, 
Mifcellan^ous  claims 


Military  Di'pariment^ 
Pay  4  regiments  and  artillery 

corps, 
Subfiftence, 
Cloathing, 
Bounties, 

Hofpital  Department, 
Ordnance, 


Sfi>953 

40,000 

455<^47 
1 2,000 

609,600 


256,450 
236,900 

75,000 
16,000 

2  5-,  000 
40,00,0 
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Two  inftni^lois,  J>45C) 

Qr.  Mafter  department,  150,000 

Deffwiiiivs 'protection,  60^000 

Indian   department,  90,000 

Gontingencies  of  war  department,  15^000 

■Repairing  fortificatins^  20,000 

Military  Peniions,  93>3j^ 

1079,150 


Naval  department,  190,000 

Balance  due  on  Algerine  buiinefs,  37^j505 


Internal  Expences  of  i  797,  2,255,255 


The  expences  of  the  Quarter  Mafter's  Department, 
would  in  future  be  confiderably  lefTened  ;  for,  he  faid,  "  here- 
tofore great  expence  had  been  incurred  by  land  carriage,  which, 
in  future  would  be  avoided,  as  the  forage  would  all  be  con- 
veyed by  water.  Indeed  it  had  not  been  an  unufual  thing 
for  the  horfes  employed  in  conveying  forage  fronr  one  poll 
to  another,  to  eat  thewhole  of  it  in  their  journey  to  and  from 
their  deftination,  and  fome  horfes  had  been  even  known  to 
die  from  want  on  the  road.  The  conveyance  being  now  by 
water,  a  great  deftruction  of  horfes  would  be  prevented,  and 
he  doubte-d  not  100,000  dollars  would  be  faved  under  this 
head. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  with  refpedl:  to  the  internal  revenue,  he  would 
call  back  the  recollection  of  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina, 
Mr.  YT.  Smith,  to  the  time  when  the  excife  fyftern  was  under 
conilderation.  400,000  dollars  at  that  time  was  the  fum 
eftimated  to  be  raifed  from  that  fource.  Beiides  this,  there 
had  been  a  new  duty  on  carriages;  yet  they  were  now  told 
that  337,255  dollars  only  could  be  expelled  from  this  quar- 
ter. Did  not  the  gentleman  know  that  till  lately  fome  parts 
of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania  had  fcarcely  paid  any  duty  at  ail, 
but  that  now  the  duty  was  generally  collecled  ;  and  fo  far 
from  its  being  IclFened  by  the  law  lately  palled,  he  trufted  it 
would  be  very  conliderably  increal'ed. 

It  might  be  a  pleafant  thing,  Mr.  So  faid,  for  gentlemen 
imconnc(Sled  with  commerce,  to  talk  about  the  c  mbarraif- 
mcnts  of  commerce;  but  he  rid  nor  believe  commercial  men 
would  feel  themfelves  much  obliged  by  fuch  Liojentablc 
views  of  their  iituation  as  were  taken  in  that  houM;^.  It  would 
not  have  been  a  very  agree:iblc  iound  in  a  foreign  country, 
to  hear  that  three  or  four  of  our  merchants  had  been  arrelkd 
for  their  debts,  this  was  not  a  very  pleafant  thing  to  become, 
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every  where  the  fubje£t  of  cdnverTatioa :  fuch  aiTertionsj 
he  faid,  went  to  deftroy  the  credit  of  our  merchants  abroad, 
although  it  might  happen  from  fome  temporary  embarrafl^ 
ments,  th?,t  the  bond  cf  a  meixhant  at  the  cuftom-houfs 
might  be  put  in  fuit,  becaufe  if  not  paid  the  moment  it  be- 
came due,  the  collector  was  obliged  to  put  it  in  fuit  •>  but  he 
telieved  the  American  merchants  had  always  honourably 
paid  their  duties— they  had  done  it,  and  they  would  continue 
to  do  it.  It  was  true  merchants  had  fufFered  much  from 
commercial  embarraiTments ;  but  they  were  now  nearly  got 
clear  of  them  V  they  were  doubtlefs  inconvenient  to  the 
merchant,  but  he  did  not  beheve  they  v/ould  at  all  injure  the 
revenue.  The  law  laid,  a  merchant  who  oiice  failed  in  the 
payment  of  his  duties,  would  have  no  credit  in  future  ; 
therefore,  v/haiever  cKe  went  unpaid,  a  merchant  would 
take  care  that  his  duties  were  paid. 

Much  of  the  einbarrafTments  which  had  ariferl  had  been 
ov/ing  to  derangements  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  moftly 
from  what  had  happened  in  this  city  ;  but  it  was  now 'found 
that  the  Banks  could  again  difcount  r;S  much  as  they  ought 
to  difcount,  Bank  Stock  had  rofe  3  percent.  6  per  cents 
were  at  i6/'4j  and  this  day  had  fold  for  l^f.  which  did  not 
bear  an  appearance  i^o  very  diftreifing  as  had  been  too  fre- 
quently painted  j  and  he  thought  gentlemen  fhould  be  better 
informed,  before  they  dwelt  fo  largely  on  the  embarraiTments 
of  merchants. 

The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  had 
ftated  an  expence  of  50,000  dollars  as  an  expence  for  pre« 
minms,  remittances^  &c.  in  the  payment  cf  the  i3utch  debt. 
This  was  eillmated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  when 
he  was  taking  into  account  his  18  years  plan  in  tile  coarfe  oi 
which  various  lofT^s,  &c,  might  be  expelled.  He  knew  the 
•Secretary  oi  the  Treafury  could  not  remit  at  par,  and  he 
would  not  be  charged  5  per  cent  for  doing  bulmefs,  which 
he,  or  any  other  merchant  could  have  done  for  one  half  per 
cent. 

Nothing  which  had  been  fald  upon  tllfs  fubjc*^;,  had  con- 
vinced him  they  (tood  in  need  of  additional  revenue  for  this 
year;  but  he  v/ould  confent  to  the  taxes  in  the  bill  before, 
the  houi"^j  but  to  ,^ro  farther,  he  believed  would  be  im- 
politic  ant  imprcper.  ^ 

Mr.  Wdllams  obi^rved  that  were  we  calculating  for  our 

o 

revenue  to  amount  to  a  certain  ium,  and  that  any  overplus 
^'.'odld  be  loir  to  government^  it  would  be  v>^orth  while  to  enter 

4  ^^ 
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kp6ti  the  fubje^  with  ail  the  accuracy  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
tvoilld  admit  of',  but  Ihould  the  revenue  amount  to  more 
Uxnn  was  necefTary  for  our  prefent  exigencies,  it  was  by  law 
to  be  applied  towards  the  redticiion  of  our  debt^  a  thing  fo 
delirable. 

He  had  read    a  book  publiihed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Penrifylvania,  Mr.  Gallatin,  who  Was  oppofed  to  the  motion, 
in  which  that  gentleman   endeavoured    to   fhew    that   our 
clebt  iiad  been  conftantly  increaling  under,  the  prefent  govern- 
ment; the  fame'  gentleman  had  alfo  faid  that  in  cafe  of  any 
defalcation  in  our  revenue,  the  commiffioners  could  fell  more 
B:ink  ilock.     Mr.  W.  faid,  he  would  aflv  if  this  was  a  pro- 
per itiode  of  finance— if  it  correfponded  with  that  gentle- 
iTian's  obfervations  heretofore  on  the  fubje^i:  of  the  national 
debl;  ?  V/ere  we  to  bring  our  Bank  Stock  into  market  for  fale, 
efpecially  when  ftock  is  fo  low  we  fhould  not  only  injure  the 
public,   but  individuals.     The  gentleman    from   Maryland 
(Mr.  S.  Smith)  had  faid  that  fix  per  cent  ftock  was  at  17s, 
The  papers  fay  16/4  fome  had  been   fold  at  i6f6.  The  low 
price  of  ilock  muft  operate  much  to  the  difad vantage  of  this 
country,  and  if  difficulties  did  hot  exift  in  Europe  by  which 
money  was  in  great  demand  there,  our  ftock  would  be  pur- 
chafed  by  foreigners,  and  a  lofs  of  whatever  it  fold  at  below 
par,  government  would  have  to  pay  for  it  at  par.    By  the  a<5t 
of  the  3d  of  March  i  fg^,  the  public  faith  was  pledged  for 
the  reimbiirfement  of  the  debt,  we  ought  therefore  not  only 
to  prevent  ftock  being  ferit  to  market,  but  ufe  our  endeavours 
to  keep  up  its  price-,  indeed,  had  Congrefs  two  years  ago  laid 
on  rtiorc  duties,  and  purchafed  up  a  part  of  the  deferred  ftock, 
they  would  have  a<Sted  wifely.     He  wifhed  the  gentlemen's 
calculations  who  oppofed  theraifing  of  more  revenue  to  come 
out  right,  but  he  doubted  it.     It  was  w^ell  known  that  our 
expenditures  over-ran  calculation.      A  few  days  flnce  they 
Were  called  on  for  201,312  dollars  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  ;  it  was  alfo  faid  that  upwards  of  1 00,000  dollars 
more  would  be  called  for,  to  complete  the  payments  for  fer^ 
vices  of  the  like  nature,  24,000  dollars  was  appropriated  for 
fortifications,  and  other  neeefiary  claims  were  before  them, 
ivhich  was  not  taken  notice  of  in  the  gentleman's  .caiculations* 
If  the  poft  office  bill  was  paflied  as  it  went  trom  that  houfe, 
there  would  be  a  great  diminution  of  the  fum  from  that  quar- 
ter, perhaps  not  a  dollar  would  be  raifed  by  it.-^But   faid 
Mr.-  W.  the  obje6lion  to  raifing  mone)^  by  indire^l  taxation, 
Wis  ia  confequence  of  the  wifties  of  gentlemen  for  direft 
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taxes.  He  wifhed  that  fyftem  to  be  kept  out  of  iight,  i^nili 
indirect  taxes  was  found  infufficient.  He  hopedj  thereforej 
the  motion  would  be  adopted,  which  would  bring  in  j  io,oqq 
dollars,  and  not  be  felt  by  the  coiifumer. 

Mr.  Thatcher  wiihed  to  fay  a  word  in  anfwer  to  what  ha4 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  lad,  up  with  refpeft  to  the  revenue 
ariilng  from  the  poft  office.  That  gentleman  believed  i>. 
^Dgle  dollar  would  not  a  rife  from  that  fourcej  if  the  prefent 
bill  paiTed;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  40,000^ 
if  not  50,000  dollars  would  be  received  from  thence_p  if  ths 
bill  palled. 

Mr,  Swanwick  faid  it  was  a  fmoit  extraordinary  thiiig 
in  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  that  article,  that  fugar  fliould  have 
been  fixed  upon  as  the  fitteil:  obje£t  from  which  to  increafe 
our  revenue.  It  was  well  known  that  moil  of  the  fugar 
brought  into  the  United  States  came  from  Britifh  iilands  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  that  the  French  were  now  conftantiy 
intercepting  our  vefTels  employed  in  that  trade.  The  com? 
munication  with  the  Havannah  was  at  prefent  almoil  dellroy-^ 
ed,  and  no  veiTels  were  going  thsre.  But  ths  gentlemen  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  S.  Smith)  feemed  to  be  of  opinion,  that  there 
would  always  be  fugar  enough  imported' for  home  confamp- 
tion ;  but,  in  forming  this  opinion,  gentleman  referred  to 
the  iituation  of  laft  year,  which  had  nothing  ^o  do  with  the 
prefent.  It  had  alfo  been  eftimated,  that  becaufe  6q,o,qoo 
dollars  were  produced  by  the  prefent  revenue,  the  duty  being^. 
incrcafed  one  third,  it  would  produce  200,000  dollars  more. 
This  was  by  no  means  certain.  In  the  firft  place,  from  tb§ 
grzat  augmentation  of  price,  owing  to  the  difcr:-"ff:;d  fituation 
of  the  Weft-Indies,  he  apprehended  fo  much  woul  1  not  be 
confjmed  ;  fince,  when  the  incomes  of  perfons  were  dimi-i 
nifbed,  they  would  endeavour  to  limit  their  expences.  And 
that  the  frequent  lofies  of  merchants  of  30,000  dollars  here, 
and  20,000  dollars  there,  would  not  aitect  their  own  circura^ 
fiances  and  OLhers,  could  not  be  beheved. 

It  had  been  obferved,  that  by  fpeaking  of  the  embarraifv 
ments  of  our  merchants,  their  credit  might  be  hurt  in  En^ 
gland.  He  did  not  think  it  would  have  that  efte<Sl\  The  En= 
glifh  were  in  great  want  of  a  market  for  their  manufactures j 
fo  much  fo,  that  if  a  dealer  in  dry  goods,  gave  an  order  to 
the  value  of  one  thoufand  ps)unds3  the  Englifii  merchant 
would  fend  him  to  the  amount  of  two,  on  his  own  riikj  not 
fo  much  from  a  'wiih  to  credit  the  American  merchant,  a§ 
froni  a  defire  to  find  a  market  for  his  Rood$.    No  emb?aTafI^ 
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merits  in  the  commerce  of  this  countiy,  therefore,  would, 
make  the  Britifli  merchant  fhip  lefs,  except  another  market 
fhould  open  to  him.  But  was  there  not  fome  danger,  he 
aiked,  even  in  this  trade  beingvintercepted  ?  There  certainl}^ 
was  ;  lince  the  greater  intereft  the  Brjtifli  had  in  fending 
their    manufa6tures   to   America,   the    greater   inducement 

'  o 

there  would  be  for  the  French  to  prevent  this  trade,  and  this 
might  not  arife  from  any  defire  to  injure  us,  but  to  afFe<5l  her 
enemy. 

Whether  a  peace  Should  take  place  in  Europe,  or  the  war 
fhould  continue,  our  revenue,  Mr.  S.  faid,  <:\'-ould  be  hkely 
to  fuffer.  If  a  peace  were  to  take  place,  England  would 
iind  other  markets  for  her  goods,  and  the  price  of  produce 
and  all  kinds  of  property,  falling  in  value,  people  would  be 
able  to  confume  lefs  of  foreign  produclions.  He  therefore 
thought  thofe  gentlemen  right  who  calculated  upon  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  an  increafe  of  revenue. 

Much,  Mr.  S.  obferved,  had  been  faid  about  the  embar~> 
raffments  of  commerce.  They  had  been  called  temporary, 
that  they  were  now  moftly  palTcd  over^  and  were  faid  to  have. 
chiefly  arifen  from  derangements  in  this  city.  He  did  not 
believe  this  was  wholly  the  cafe,  or  that  they  were  at  an  end ;  ■ 
and  he  thought  when  money  was  loaned  at  2'-  and  3  per 
cent,  per  month  on  good  fecurity  ;  it  could  not  be  faid  that 
the  Banks  were  able  to  give  fuilicient  difcounts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  the  money  for  which  2,  and  3  per  cent« 
per  month  was  paid  had  nothing  to  do  with  fair  commerce. 
that  kipd  of  buhnefs  would  always  go  on,  though  the  Banks: 
difcounted  ever  fo  liberally. 

Mr.  S  wanwick  was  certain  that  this  exorbitant  price  of  mo- 
ney was  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  embarraffi?ients  of  commerce  ; 
it  fhewed  that  things  were  not  found,  and  that  they  mull 
undergo  a  revolution.  The  Banks,  it  was  true,  would 
difcount  to  a  certain  amount  ;  but  they  fometimes  ufed  ve-- 
ry  curious  arguments  about  the  claims  which  dilferenl  per- 
fons  had  upon  them,  and  v/ere  by  no  means  certain  fourcesfor 
cafh.  .  •  .     ,  :  , 

It  was  neceffary,  therefore,  fometimes  to  have  recourfe 
to  brokers,  and  when  that  was  the  cafe,  however. good 
might  be  your  fecurity,  thq  price  was  paid  which  he  had  above 
ftated.     - 

Much  flrefs  had  ht^n  laid  upon  the  expences  of  govern- 
,  ment  being  lef;  in  the  next  year  than  .in  this.     He  did  not  be- 
lieve this  wo-ald  be  the  cafe 5,  he  believed  the  expencc  of  go« 
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vernment  would  increafe  every  year,  notwithftanding  ail  the 

economy  of  that  houfe  ;  for  though  foirie  gentlemen  might 

be  inclined  to  be  economical  in  one  article,  they  feemed  to 

have  no  objection  to  be  laviih  on  another  ^  for  every  e:ipcnce 

introduced  failed  not  to  find  its  advocates.  He  did  not  believe 

any  thing  would  tend  fo  much  to  introduce  economy  into  our 

fTovernment  as  a  direcl  tax :  becaule  a  man  would  then  know 
•J  .  >  ' 

what  he  paid  for  the  expences  of  government  ♦,  but  whilft 
the  revenue  was  wholly  paid  from  indire^l:  taxes,  perfons  ne- 
ver knew  what  they  paid  towards  the  public  expences,   and 
therefore  he  felt  eafy  about  public  expenditures. 

With  refpeift  to  the  propofed  additional  half  cent  on  fugar 
it  was  very  irtimaterial.  He' did  not  think  it  would  produce 
anything  into  the  treafory.'  ^  If  the  quantity  of  revenue  raifed 
upon  fugar  laft  year  could  be  continued,  it  would  be  as  much 
as  could  be  raifed.  He  doubted' ^  whether  if  the  advance 
were  made,  fo  inucfi  duty  would  be  raifed  as  heretoiore. 

It  vras  faid  if  there  were  any  deficiency  of  revenue^  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Bank  Stock  might  be  foldo  It  vv^as  to  be  re- 
gretted, he  obferved,  that  it  had  not  been  fold  fome  years 
ago,  or  at^  the  time  when  the  laft  were  fold  at  25  per  cent. 
above  par^  ■  Gentlemen  had  m.entioned  a  confiderable  rife  in 
our  flocks  ;  if  that  were  the  cafe,  he  fuppofed  it  arofe  from 
a  profpe^l  of  peace  in  Europe.  Such  an  event  might 
have  that  effect,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  the  probabi- 
lity had  pro.luced  the  change,  which  they  had  been  told  had 
,  taken  place. 

Mr.  Harper  faid  he  defired  no  better  arguments  than  thofe 
of  gentlemen  themfeh'es,  to  prove  the  propriety  of  his  obfer- 
vations,  anTl  of  adopting  the  amendment.  The  propriety  of. 
this  meafure  refted  upon  tlie  uncertainty  of  the  prefent  reve- 
nue. Some  gentlem.en,  who  would  juftly  lay  claim  to  accu- 
racy in  their  ftatements,  tell  us  that  the  revenue  arifing  from 
importations,  &c.  of  the  prefent  year,  would  be  fufScient  to 
the  necefiities  of  thenext:  while  fome  etjaally  v/ell  informed, 
tell  us  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  800,000  dollars:  while  ' 
fuch  a  great  difference  exhibited  itfelf,  he  would  a&,  was  the 
houfe  to  depend  upon  mere  opinion  for  the  fupport  of  the 
American  government  ?  If  fo,  faid  he,  and  we  fliould  come 
fhort  of  enough,  to  whom  are  we  to  refort?  Shall  we  applv 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  ?  It  is  his  opinion,  that 
ethers  are  quite  wrong,  and  he  quite  right,  but  this  is  not  a 
foundation  on  which  to  build  the  financial  credit  of  the  coun- 
try.    According  to  fome,  we  fliall  have  money  eDoii?]is  but 


(       ^3°      ) 

fhis,  lie  faid,  was  a  mere  conjsclure— quite:  an  uncert^nty  i 
^Ir.  Harper  could  not  think,  any  gentleman  would  wifli  to 
}et  the  finances  and  credit  of  the  country  remain  expofed  to 
a  deficiencv,  and  not  have  any  funds  provided  to  replace  it. 
When  the  queftion  was  on  the  different  mode  of  railing  tax- 
es, he  faid,  then  it  muft  be  left  to  reft  on  every  man's  opini-* 
on :  but  when  on  the  quantity  to  be  obtained,  then  gentlemen 
ought  to  doubt,  every  one  his  own  opinion,  and  refpecfl  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  who,  from  his  exa-» 
mination  of  the  fubjeft  can  beil  judge.  Suppofe,  he  faid, 
gentlemen  fhould  not  be  righfj  no  foreign  or  domeftic  loans; 
the  bank  already  ftrained  enough,  we  fliouldthen  be  reduced 
to  great  embarrallments ;  but  if  we  are  wrong  in  our  idea,  and 
the  money  is  not  wanted,  it  might  go  to  reduce  the  public 
debt^  and  no  injury  be  fuftained;  otherwife,  the  public  faith 
might  be  violated ;  which  he  hoped  woul4  never  be  the  mis- 
fortune of  this  country. 

He  would  obferve,  that  the  gentleman  from  Peanfylvania^ 
was  not,  as  he  fuppofed,  exclusively  alluded  to',  he  did  not 
know  that  gentleman  was  the  only  perfon,  who,  after  having 
preached  a  long  time  in  flivoiir  of  a  direct  tax  and  the  defici-^ 
ency  of  the  revenue,  that  fhould  quietly  give  it  up  at  laftand 
fay,  we  now  want  no  money  !  As  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
fyftem  of  dire<^  taxation,  Mr.  Harper  thought  it  was  impoffi-^ 
ble  to  carry  it  into  efFe^l ;  he  thought  the  difficulties  infupe- 
rable,  and  therefore  it  would  always  remain  fo.  Some  gentle- 
men faid,  that  before  they  went  to  decide  upon  the  abftra(Sl 
principle,  they  ought  to  know  upon  what  principles  it  fhould 
be  founded,  but,  no  j  it  was  thought  proper  to  decide  upon  it 
without  looking  into  the  detail:  the  very  moment  the  bill 
made  its  appearance  in  the  houfe  ;  after  having  been  examin- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury;  and  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  had  fpent  a  fprtnight,  thofe  who  before  were 
its  warmeft  friends,  abandoned  it  as  radically  bad :  they  faw 
the  impra6licability  of  it.  What  then,  he  would  afk,  does 
this  teach  us  ?  Why,  that  we  cannot  look  to  this,  becaufe  it 
cannot  be  efFe<Sted;  confequently  we  mirft  apply  to  other 
means.  Mr.  H.  hoped,  that  what  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland, Mr.  S.  Smith,  faid,  was  truth,  viz.  that  our  merchants 
are  not  much  embarraffed,  he  could  lincerely  wifh  no  embar- 
ralTments  did  exift,  but  when  he  was  informed  by  at  leaft  a 
dozen  of  the  grcateft  merchants  in  this  city,  he  mufl  beg  leave 
to  differ  from  him  j  Mr.  Harper  thought  there  was  much  em- 
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tarraffment  attending  commerce,  but  he  alfo  thought  the 
country  would  foon  get  over  itj  although  much  revenue  muft 
be  loft  by  it. 

With  refpect  to  fpoliation,  and.  detention  in  foreign  portSj 
he  fliould  not  enter  into  a  detail,  as  that  gentleman  was  a 
mercantile  man,  and  doubtlefs  underflood  it  beftj  but  this  he " 
knew,  that  if  merchandize  which  ought  to  arrive  in  our  ports, 
were  carried  into  a  foreign  capital,  it  muft  pro(]Uce  a  bad  effect 
on  oiir  revenue  j  and  though  you  may  raife  a  revenue  frorn 
domeftic  fources,  yet  the  ruination  of  commerce  will  have  2 
ferioas  effect  on  that  internal  fource. 

As  he  did  not  believe  this  deficiency  of  revenue  would  be 
permanent,  Mr.  Harper  faid  he  only  wanted  aid  to  it,  until  a 
returnofmoreprofperousdays.  He  would,  even  notwithftanding 
very  great  obje£lions,to  the  fyftem,  agree  to  a  land  tzx,  rather 
than  fall  fhort  of  the  preffent  wants,  from  the  impoft  fyf- 
tem; it  was  fo  very  precarious.  As  to  the  article  of  brown 
fugar,  the  committee  had  fixed  on  it  as  a  propel*  objeel  fot 
exteniion,  and  by  a  proper  advance,  he  thought  there  would 
be  no  neceffity  to  attempt  to  encounter  the  difHculties  attend- 
ing a  direft  fyftem. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  negatived,  there  being  on* 
ly  2^  in  favour  of  it. 

'  Mr.  Coit  faid,  there  had  been  a  report  from  the  committee 
of  commerce  and  manufgclures,  which  was  referred  to  this 
tommittee,  recommending  the  duty  on  cocoa  to  be  lowered 
from  four  cents  to  two  cents  per  lb.  He  wiihed  the  report 
to  be  read;  it  was  read  accordingly.  This  report  was  ground- 
ed upon  the  petition  of  fome  chocolate  manufa<ilurers  who 
complained  of  the  hardfhips  they  lay  under,  from  this  heavy- 
duty.  The  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures  were 
of  opinion  that  this  additional  duty,  by  depreffing  the  ma- 
nufa«£ture  of  chocolate,  and  encouraging  the  re-^exportation  of 
eocoa  upon  which  a  drawback  was  confequently  received, 
iraifed  very  little  more  duty,  than  when  at  2  cents.  After 
fome  few  remarks  by  MelTrs.  Coit,  S.  Smith  and  Swanwick^  in 
its  favour,  and  Mr,  Gallatin  againft  it,  ths  queftion  was  car- 
ried, without  a    divilion* 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  an  additional  fe<Stion  to  the  following 
effe^: 

"  And  be  it  further  ena^te'J.  that  the  money  ariflng  from 
thefe  duties,  fhall  bs  folely  appropriated  for  the  ijollowing  pnr- 
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pofes,  v'z.  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  forelgi 
debt  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  principal  of  the  debt 
now  due  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States."     Agreed. 

Mr.'Henderfon  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  words  relative  to 
White  cotton  goods,  and  to  infert  "  all  that  clafs  of  goods 
which  pay  lo  per  cent,  ad  valorem."  He  thought  that  the 
whole  of  this  clafs  of  goods  would  beaf  an  additional  2  and 
a  half  per  ceftt,equally  with  the  white  cotton  goods,and  would 
at  the  fame  time  bring  a  very  conliderable  fam  into  the  trea- 
fury. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  agj-eed  with  the  gentleniah  from  N.  Jcrfey, 
that  if  they  increased  the  duty  upon  all  the  i  o  per  cent  clafs 
of  goods,  it  would  be  mofe  produftive  to  the  revenue,  and 
be  no  more  obje6lionable  than  the  duty  on  white  cotton  gotjds. 
He  would,  however,  rather  not  go  into  thefe  duties  at  all,  as 
nothing  was  more  deceptions  than  theidea  of  thefe  duties  being 
cheaply  colle<51:ed.  It  v/as  geiierally  thought  that  the  duty  on 
impofls  was  colle<Sled  for  2  and  a  half  per  cent;  but  was 
this  the  fa<5t  ?  If  it  were,  lie  would  acknowledge  it  was  the 
beft  mode  of  CQllefTting  revenue.-  Before  the  formation  of 
the  prefent  government,  he  faid,  individiial  States  were  in 
the  habit  of  colle^irig  dire^  and  indirect  taxes;  but  there 
tras  not  a  folitary  inftanee,  whcre^  when  indirect  taxes  a~ 
mounted  to  5  per  cent,  they  had  not  refOft  to"  direft  taxes. 
He  called  gentlemen's  recollection  to  the  fa£t,  that  the  ori^ 
ginal  plan  of  the  general  go vernrtieht  was  caufed  by  a  5  pei^ 
cent,  duty  being  laid,  which  different  ftateS  were  averfe  to, 
and  which  caufed  gentlemen  to  turn  thdir  attention  to  the 
original  of  this  government.'  If  individual  liates  did  not 
think  it  right  to  pay  5  per  cent,  upon  their  im'pcfts,.it  ought 
to  caution  us  againft  attempting  to  raifs  all  our  Revenue  from' 
jhat  fource. 

Mr.  S.  faid,'  he  had  already  obferved;,  that  perfons  gene- 
rally believed  that  an  impoft  duty  only  cod  2  and  a  half  per 
cent,  in  the  collecting.  He  had  made  a  calculation  upon  the 
fubjeft,  c,nd  found  it  to  be  the  moft  expenfive  of  all  other 
taxes  in  the  collection.  It  would  be  found,  from  the  various 
banc's  through  which  it  went,  that  every  1331-  collected  from 
an  impoft  of  12  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty,  only  95'1.  found 
its  way  into  the  treafury.  This  would  fhew  the  irnpolicy  of 
raifing  all  our  revenue  from  this  fource ;  for  though,  faid  hcj- 
the  people  do  not  know  that  they  pay  the  tax  at  fo  dear  a 
rate,  we  know  it,  and  ought  not  to  proceed  with  it.  The 
people  were  of  opinion  the  merchants  paid  this  tax  ;  but  we 
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know,  added  lie,  that  they  are  merely  the  Iniurers  and  col-* 
ie^brs  of  the  duty.  They  pay  no  more  of  this  duty  than  any 
other  clafs  of  men,  whoconfume  a  like  quantity  of  imported 
goods.  The  people,  he  believed,  had^been  deceived  in  this 
refpe£t,  and  he  thought  fome  members  of  that  houfe  had  alfo 
been  deceived.  The  following  ftatement  would  how  the 
matter  in  a  clear  light. 

A  viw  of  the  operation  of  direEi  and  indireEi  taxes. 

tool,  fterling  coft  of  goods,  ufually  fold^ 
(before  duties  were  known)  to  the  retaileri 
for  currency  £.   200,  o  0 

The  ufual  profit  required  by  the  retailer,  is 
25  per  cent,  on  what  the  goods  coft  him  50,  o  o 


Coftof  lool.  fterling  to  the  confiimer  250,  o  6 

Suppofe  a  duty  of  12*  per  cent  to  be  laid 
on  the  fame  goods; — the  importer  will  expe(St 
to  get  for  the  lool.  fterling,  225I.  at  the 
leaft  2i22>   10  O 

Retailers  profit  thereon   25  per  cent  SS^   ^'^  ^ 

Coft  to  the  confumer  will  then  be 

Dedu£t  the  amount  the  confumer  would 
pay,  if  free  of  duty 

A£lual  difference  to  the  confumer 

Thus  then,  on  every  lool.  fterling  coft  of  goods,  which 
pays  a  duty  of  1 2I.  10  fterling  or  20L  i(5  8  currency,  the 
conftimer  pays,  on  the  moft  moderate  calculation  2 7I.  2  6 
or  for  lool.  currency  paid  to  the  collector  of  the  cuftoms,  the 
people  actually  pay  above  133I. — Dedu6l  the  expences  of 
collecting'  from  the  lOol.  paid  to  the  colle«5tor,  fay  5  per 
cent,  ar^you  then  have  but  95L  currency  paid  to  the  trea- 
fury,  for  what  cofts  the  people  133!. 

The  dire£l  tax  v/ill  be  /   160,  o  o 

Coft  of  afleftinent,  averaged  on  ten  years 
and  the  annual  charges  of  coiIe(rting  cannot 
exceed  7i  per  cent  7,   10  o 


277> 

2 

6 

250, 

0 

0 

27> 

2 

6 
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Then    every    lool.    paid    by  tbe  people, 
brings  into  the  treafury  p2,   i<5  & 

lool.  paid  by  the  people,  indireflly,  pays^  , 
•agreeably  to  the  above,  into  the  treafiiry  71,  8  6 


DifFercncCi     £.  21,   i   6 

Belides  the  vaft  difference  in  the  expenfiveneis  of  collec- 
tion of  an  indirect  tax  even  that  of  a  direft  tax,  there  was 
another  ierious  obje<Stion  to  increaiing  the  former.  It  could 
notbefiidprecifely  to  what  extent  thefe  duties  might  be  carried 
before  fmugghng  fhouldbe  invited^  but  this  might  be  certain, 
that  tiie  moment  the  duties  were  fo  high  as  to  offer  a  fuffi- 
cient  temptation,  fmuggling  would  be  entered  into  upon  trade 
caicuiations  with  refpedt  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it.  This  might  be  looked  upon  as  certain ;  for  though 
there  Vi^ere  many  of  our  citizens  who  had  too  much  honour 
to  enter  into  a  bulinefs  of  this  kind,  there  were  others  who 
would  not  fcruple  to  do  it  ;  and  as  it  had  before  been  ob- 
ferved,  when  the  practice  had  once  been  begun,  it  could 
fcarcely  ever  be  got  clear  of.  Of  what  vaft  importance  faid 
he,  is  it  then  to  keep  off  this  great  evil  from  intruding  itfelf 
betwixt  the  fair  trader  and  the  government. 

Mr.  Skinner  faid,  if  the  ftatement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  wasjuft,  the  merchants  would  have  no  reafon  to 
complain  on  account  of  an  advance  of  duty.  Though  he 
eould  fcarcely  believe  that  they  received  a  profit  of  30  per 
cent,  upon  the  duties  paid  on  goods  imported.  It  was  well 
known  that  merchants  fometimes  got  good  profits  upon  their 
their  rifles,  but  at  other  times,  they  only  received  a  very  low 
profit,  and  fometimes  they  were  obliged  to  fit  down  with  a 
lofs.  He  believed  the  gentleman  was  miftaken  with  refpe<5l 
to  what  he  had  faid  refpe£ting  the  individual  ftates  being  dif- 
fatisfied,  on  account  of  the  impofts  being  advanced  to  5  per 
cent.  It  was  not  from  the  amount,  but  from  other  cauies. 
He  did  not  think  any  thing  could  be  drawn  from  the  doings  of 
the  ftates. — Mr-.  S.  faid  he  was  not  alarmed  at  the  profits  of 
the  merchants.  If  they  could  always  fell  goods  as  they  pleaf-* 
ed,  they  fhouid  all  be  for  going  into  the  trade;  but  he  be- 
lieved from  the  number  who  were  already  engaged  in  this  bu- 
finefs,  no  more  than  a  reafonabie  profit  could  be  got. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  faid  it  was  a  reafonabie  profit  only  which  ht 
had  fpoken  of. 

Mr.  Kitchell  doubted  not  the  ftatement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  might  be  true  ;  but  he  believed  that  25  per 
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cent,  would  be  better  paid  in  this  way  in  addition  to  the  duty 
than  the  duty  witliout  the  25  per  cent,  would  be  p  lid  in 
any  other  v/ay.  Farmers,  however,  were  in  the  habit  of  bar- 
tering their  produce  for  goods ;  and  he  believed  the  mer- 
chant would  not  give  them  fo  much  by  25  per  cent  in  caili, 
as  if  he  paid  him  in  goods. 

Mr.  Holland  faid,  thatirhe  gentleman's  arguments  went 
to  fliew  that  merchants  were  laot  more  afiecled  by  indirecl: 
taxes  than  others;  they,  therefore  ftood  feeure  either  from 
impofts  or  direct  taxes.  If  any  mode  could  be  adopted  by 
which  they  might  be  called  upon  to  contribute  an  equal  pro- 
portion of  the  public  burdens,  he  fliould  be  glad  to  adopt  it ; 
but  as  he  knew  of  none  which  would  do  it  more  equally  than 
an  indire£\  tax,  he  fl:^ould  be  for  agreeing  to  that  mode  of  do- 
ing it. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  glad  the  gentleman  laft  up  had  been  in- 
duced to  Tote  for  any  tax;  but  for  the  fatisfa<5lion  which  he 
feemed  to  enjoy,  of  exercifing  his  talent  a  little  againft  mer-- 
chants,  he  would  not  he  believed,  have  voted  for  this  tax. 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  an  inconvenience  would  attend  theadoptr^ 
ing  of  one  article  out  of  a  clafs,  and  not  the  others,  in  the 
cuftom-houfe  books.  He  had  alfo  converfed  with  men  well 
able  to  give  him  information  on  the  fabje61:,  who  had  inform- 
ed him,  that  if  it  was  thought  to  be  expedient  to  raife  the 
duty  on  the  article  of  white  cotton  goods,  it  might  as  well  be 
done  upon  the  v/hole  clafs.  He  had  converfed  witji  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treafury  on,  this  fubjedl,  and  endeavored  to 
learn  from  him  why  he  had  fettled  white  cotton  goods,  from 
the  other  articles  of  the  fame  clafs;  but  he  could  not  dlfcover 
that  he  had  any  particular  reafon  f6r  the  choice.  He  feemed 
to  have  apprehenfions  of  augmenting  the  impofts  atprefent; 
but  he  did  not  fee  why  they  fliould  have  apprehenfions  for 
this  clafs  of  goods  more  than  any  other.  He  had  alfo  en- 
quired  in  the  houfe,  and  commercial  gentlemen  had  faid  that 
it  would  be  as  proper  to  advance  the  whole,  as  white  cotton 
goods.  If  it  were  extended  to  the  whole  clafs,  hel}elieved 
it  would  raife  250,000  dollars.  This  was  a  large  fimi,  and  it 
would  be  raifed  free  from  the  embarrafTments  to  which  dirc<£t 
taxes  would  be  fabje(51:.  For  Jje.zn  Swift,  did  not  fay  that  tv/o 
and  two  did  not  make  four  at  the  cuftom-houfe;  but  that 
they  did  not  always  do  fo.  He  trufled  this  was  one  of  the 
cafes  in  which  two  and  two  would  make  four. 

The  qucflion  was  put  and  carried.  46  to  29. 
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Mr.  Madifon  thought  it  was  worthy  of  con fi deration,  whe^ 
ther  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  make  an  exception  in  favor 
of  white  cotton  goods.  He  underftood  there  was  a  manu- 
faftory  of  fome  confequence  eftablifhed  in  this  country,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  was  to  print  thefe  wljite  cottons,  and  if  this  excep- 
tion was  not  made,  this  additional  duty  might  go  to  thedef- 
tru6tion  of  it.  Indeed,  as  the  printing  of  this  article  added  as 
he  was  informed,  two-thirds  to  its  value,  it  might  be  conii- 
dered  as  a  raw  material.  He  believed  this  manufactory  was 
carried  on  by  perfons  who  came  from  foreign  countries.  If 
their  manufactory  fucceeded,  it  might  induce  others  to  follow 
them,  to  exercife  their  feveral  profellions  amongft  us,  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  of  advantage  to  the  country;  but  ii  the 
prefent  manufactory  fliould  be  deftroyed  by  one  of  our  laws 
bearing  hard  upon  its  proprietors,  it  would  have  quite  a  cotl^ 
trary  effect.  He  owned  he  was  not  much  acquainted  with 
the  manufactory  in-queftion,  nor  had  he  made  much. calcula- 
tion upon  the  fubjeCty  but,  from  the  face  of  it,  it  feemed  to 
require  an  exception..     He  therefore  made  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  v6ted  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New- Jerfey,  Mr.  Henderfon,  becaufe,  he  believed 
printed  goods  wer^  included;  he  ih ould,  therefore,  be  in  fa- 
vour of  the  amenc]mcnt.  If  this  exception  did  not  take  place^? 
the  duty  would  be  more  oppreffive  than  befpre.  He  thought 
it  fhould  be  confidcred  as  a  raw  material.     - 

Mr.  Buck  faici,  tlie  advanced  duty,  would  leave  thefe  goods 
upon  the  fame  ground  as  before,  as  the.  duty  upon  printed 
cotton  goods  .was  alfo  increafed,:  ' 

Mr.  Swanwick  laid  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  this  raw 
material  imported, -and  if  > the  man^ufaclory  in  quellion  was 
properly  proteCled,  v;e  might  have  cotton  goods  fufhcicnt, 
printed  in  our  qwn  cou^ntry.  to  fatisfy  the  demand,  without 
being  indebted  to  foreign  countries. -  If  a  drawback  could  be 
allowed  on  exportation,  perhaps  it  might  anfwer  a  good  pur- 
pole.  He  trulted  the  exception  would  be  made;  for  he  was 
lorry  to  fee  laft  night,  the  fale  of  one  of  thefe  manufactories 
advertifed  by  the  Sheritiv  Ingenious,  iiiduftrious  men,  he 
faid,  deferved  better  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Skinner  would  be  glad  if  any  mode  co'j.ld  be  hit  upon, 
by  which  the  manufactory  mentioned  might:- be  excufed  from 
the  duty,  without  letting  that  part  efcape  free,  .from  duty 
which  was  not  printed,  and  hs  believed  one-tenth  nor  one- 
twentieth  part  of  the  white  cotton  goods  imported  werc  print- 
ed; and  this  part  lie  believed  woutd  bear  an  additional  duty 
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as  well  as  any  articles  imported  into  the  United  States.  He 
thought  feme  regulation  might  be  fixed  upon,  by  the  manu- 
fadturers  making  entry  of  ail  that  was  printed  by  them. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  that  difcriminations  in  favour  of  ma- 
nufaOurers  were  in  general  bad  policy.  ■  It  was  offering  a 
bounty  to  one  fpecies  of  indufirry  at  the  expence  of  another. 
If  the  people  of  this  country  found  it  profitable  to  employ 
themfelves  in  printing  cotton  goods,  they  would  do  fo.  He 
thought  it  beft  to  lea%^e  thefe  things,  to  themfelves.  He  did 
not  beheve  one^hundredth  or  one-thoufandth  part  of  the  cot- 
ton goods  imported  were  printed;  great  part  of  thefe  goods 
being  of  a  r.ne  and  valuable  kind,  and  fi.ich-as  were  worn  by 
perfons  of  the  firfb  fafhion.  If  any  regulation  were  made  at 
all,  therefore,  it  Ihould  be  done  on  thofe  a£lually  printed. 

Mr.  Swanwick  beheved  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, had  no  accurate  ground  upon  which  to  make  the  afferti- 
on  which  he  had  made,  that  only  one-hundredth  or  one- 
thoufandth  part  of  the  cotton  goods  imported,  were  printed 
in  this  country.  With  refpeft  to  the  Eaft  India  commerce, 
(the  benefits  arifing  from  v\^hic|i  they  had  heard  fo  much  lail 
feffion)  if  it  were  to  be  of  any  confiderable  value  to  us,  large 
quantities  of  thefe  goods  would  be  imported,  andif  they  were 
not  printed  here,  they  would  be  re-exported  to  be  printed  in 
foreign  countries,  and  the  drawback,  of  courfe,,  received  from 
them;  but,  whilfi:  there  were  ingenious  and  induftrious  peo- 
ple here  who  carried  on  this  branch  of  manufactory,  would  it 
not  be  a  wife  policy  to  give  them  every  encouragement,  in  or- 
der that  thefe  goods  might  be  printed  at  home?  He  thought 
it  would.  "A  moderate  duty  might  ftill  be  paid  by  the  manu- 
faclurer,  as  it  was  agreed  that  12^  per  cent,  fiiould  be  pard 
on  printed  goods  imported ;  whereas,  if  the  duty  was  conti- 
nued as  high  upon  white  cotton  goods  as  thofe  printe.^,  the 
manufacturer  here  would  not  be  enabled  to  ftand  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  foreign  manufafburer,  from  the 
high  price  of  labour  which  he  mufi:  neceiTarily  pay.  This  bu- 
finefs  fiood  upon  the  fame  ground  as  Refined  Sugar  manu- 
factories, who  were  allowed  a  draw  bnck,  on  fine  fugar  ex- 
ported v  and  if  a  drawback  could  not  be  conveniently  allowed 
in  thiscafe^  he  thought  there  ihould  be  an  excepting  chufe 
in  its  favour. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  faid,  gentlemen  feemed  to  think  it  was  the 
wiih  of  the  friends  of  this  mealure,  to  give  manufa<5tories  an 
advantage  from  the  duty.  This  v^'as  not  the  cafe  •,  they  willi- 
ed  only  that  it  fiiould  not  be  fo  high  as  to  crufh  them,  'Would 
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any  gentleman  fay  it  was  not  better  to  have  cur  cotton  goods 
printed  at  home^  than  in  foreign  countries  ?  Certainly  not^ 
And  if  an  advantage  was  given  to  our  own  manufaclures,  in 
this  refpe6tj  there  v/ould  doubtJefs  be  lefs  imported.  When 
regulations  were  made  in  other  governments  to  favour  their 
manufactories,  it  was  our  bulinefs  to  counterad^  them.  Thefe 
applications  had  been  made  to  the  legiflature  for  two  or  three 
years  paft;  they  afked  not  for  a  bounty,  but  only,  that  they 
might  ftand  upon  an  equal  footing,  their  difference  of  iitua- 
tion  confidered,  with  the  manufacturers  of  other  countries. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  faid,  it  would  be  evident  if  there  were  no 
duty  at  all  either  upon  white  or  printed  goods  imported,  that 
they  flood  upon  an  equal  footing,  and  he  could  not  fee  how 
it  could  be  fuppofed  to  he  otherwife,  wljen  each  paid  the  fame 
duty. 

Mr.  Harper  again  fpoke  at  fome  length  agalnfl  the  arncnd- 
mcnt;  when 

Mr.  Cooper  rofe,  and  faid  he  fliould  vote  againft  the 
nmendment.  He  was  fb  tired  of  hearing  about  manufadtur- 
i  ig — that  gentleman  had  manufaclured  fo  many  long  fpeeches 
that  he  fhould  never  like  the  word  manufaBory  again .  He 
thought  it  ungenerous  and  infulting  to  the  common  fenfe 
ofthehoufe:  ungenerous,  becaufe  it  takes  up  fo  much  of 
our  time;  and  infulting,  becaufe  Jt  impofes  upon  our  fenfe, 
and  is  only  telling  us  we  are  a  parcel  of  blockheads. 

Mr.  Madifon  explained  to  Mr.  Harper,  and  then  the  quef- 
tion  was  put  and  negatived.  Ayes  23. 

The  committee  rofe  and  reported,  and  the  Houfe  ad« 
journed. 

Friday^  February  24. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  compenfation  of  Colle£lors,  &c. 
wns  read  the  third  time  and  pafTed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Claiborne,  the  Houfe  took  up  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  claims,  on  the  petition  of  Ami  Dar- 
din,  who  prayed  for  the  fcttlement  of  a  claim  for  fupplies  fur^ 
niflied  the  army  during  the  war.  The  report  was  againft 
the  petitioner,  but  was  dilagreed  to  by  the  houfe,  34  to  27, 
when  Mr.  Gallatin  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bringin  a  bill  in  her  favor*   This  motion  occafioned  fome  debate. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  he  rejoiced  in  the  vote  which  had  pafTed, 
in  refpedl  to  the  report  before  them,  as  it  was  a  prece  lent 
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againft  the  a<^  of"  limitation*  Where  a  claim  was  clear,  it 
was  a  denial  of  juftice  not  to  pay  the  debt.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  more  juftifiable  in  a  government  to  refufe  to  pay 
its  debts,  than  it  was  in  individuals  to  do  fo*  Though  an  a6t 
of  limitation  had  been  pafied,  they  ought  only  to  confider  h 
in  a  modified  fenfe,  as  a  guard  againft  fraud ;  but,  in  cafes 
where  they  Were  convinced  a  debt  was  juftly  due,  he  did  not 
fee  upon  good  principles  they  could  refufe  to  pay  it.  He 
was  fure  there  was  not  a  member  on  that  floor  that  would  do 
fo  in  his  individual  capacity^  Nor  did  he  believe  they 
needed  to  be  operated  by  the  fear  of  a  number  of  thefe  claims 
being  brought:  he  believed  their  number  Was  fmalL  But, 
faid  he,  fhall  we  fear  that  we  ihall  be  called  upon  to  pay  a 
few  m.ore  juft  debts  ?  He  trulled  fo  unworthy  an  apprehen- 
lion  would  not  prevent  them  from  doing  what  was  right.  The 
aft  of  limitation  was  produced,  he  faid,  by  an  incapacity  to 
pay  the  claims  which  was  made  upon  government,  and  now 
they  took  advantage  of  that  capacity,  by  refufing  to  pay  the 
juft  demands  which  were  made  upon  them.  Tlie  certificates 
which  had  been  given,  not  worth  more  than  one-eighth  of 
their  nominal  value,  had  been  fcattered  all  over  the  United 
States,  and  the  diftance  from  the  feat  of  government  had 
been  the  reafon  application  had  not  been  made  for  payment. 
He  fpoke  from  his  own  knowledge.  He  had  fome  of  theia 
put  Into  his  hands.  Some  of  them  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  get  paid  before  the  a<£l:  of  limitation  palTed  ;  others  went 
yet  unfettled.  It  was  only  fince  the  eredtion  of  this  govern- 
ment, which  had  given  them  the  ability  to  pay,  that  thofe 
claims  were  brought  forward;  for  fix  or  {even  years  every 
kind  of  claim  was  muilered,  and  the  public  debt  was  conlide- 
rably  fwelled  by  them ;  but  nov/  a  contrary  extreme  was  ob- 
ferved,  and  no  claim,  however  juft,  had  a  chance  of  being  ia- 
tisfied.  He  had  never  troubled  the  houfe  on  a  fubjedl:  of  this 
kind  before;  but  he  had  taken  advantage  of  the  fortunate 
decifion  of  this  morning,  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  fubje<5t. 

MefTrs.  Heath,  Macon,  Williams,  and  D.  Fofter,  were 
againft  a  committee  being  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill ;  rhey 
hoped  nopartialregulationwould  take  place,  but  thatif  any  ex- 
ception was  made  from  the  operation  of  the  aft  of  limitation, 
it  would  be  done  in  a  general  way,  as  there  was  a  great  nmn- 
berof  claims  equally  well  entitled,  with  Mrs-  Dardin's  to  pay- 
ment. Indeed,  Mr.  D.  Fofter,  chairman  of  the  committee^ 
of  claims,  (v/ho  was  notprefent  when  the  queftion  was  taken 
upon  the  report)  {^rA  if  this  claim  was  granted,  it  would  bring 
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forward  a  thoufand  oihtrs.  He  alfo  added,  that  he  had  a  rf- 
port  in  his  hand  on  the  fubjetSl  which  was  referred  to  them, 
rerpe(^ting  the  propriety  of  making  exceptions  in  favour  of 
certain  cafes,  from  the  operation  of  the.adl  of  Uraitation. 

«  Th2it  the  moft  iraportarit,  and  all  the  material  fa«^s  ref- 
pefting  this  claim,  are  ftated  in  the  former  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appoi'nted  to  confider  the  faid  petition.  To  that  re- 
port the  committee  now  alk  leave  to  refer.  Whatever  juf- 
tice  there  might  originally  have  been  in  this  claim  againft  the 
United  States,  it  is  now,  and  for  many  years  paft,  has  been  as 
clearly  within  the  ftatutes  of  limitation,  as  a  multitude  of  others 
which  have  been  rejected*  The  committee  regret,  that  no 
relief  can,  with  propriety,  be  granted  to  the  petitioner,  up- 
on her  applicationi  So  many  evils  would  refult  from  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  limitation  adis,  for  the  admiflion  of  claims  fi- 
milar  to  the  one  under  consideration,  the  committee  cannot 
recommend  that  meafure  to  be  adopted :  They  are  of  opini- 
on, the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted." 

The  report,  petition,  and  papers,  were  committed  to  the 
whole  houfe  on  Monday. 

A  petition  from  James  O'Brien  and  James  Aylv/ard,  late 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  now  at  Plymouth, 
in  Maflachufetts,  wasprefented  to  the  houfe  and  read,  pray- 
ing a  remiffion  of  the  duties  of  tonnage  on  two  fmall  fchoo- 
ners,  the  property  of  the  petitioners,  which  th^y  have  deli- 
vered, together  with  the  regifters  belonging  to  the  fame,  to 
the  colledlior  of  the  port  of  Plymouth,  as  fecurity  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  aforefaidj  and  alfo,  that  the  faid  fchoonerai 
may  be  reftored  to  the  petitioners. 

Alfo,  a  memoriol  of  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Champlain,  in  the  ftate  of  New-York,  in  behalf  of  themf elves 
and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  the  town  of 
Plattlborough,  in  the  faid  ftate,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  praying,  that  a  cuftom-houfe  may  be  eftablifhed 
as  near  the  line  which  divides  th-e  faid  ftate  of  Nev/-York 
from  the  province  of  Canada,  as  a  convenient  fttuation  can  be 
found  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  and  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures.. 
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The  Houfe   took   up    for   conlideratidn  tKe  amenc^nients 

of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  to  the  bill  for  laying  certain 

additional Indircifl  Taxes;  when  the  amendment  enabling 

an  additional  duty  of  2'  percent,  on  the  lo  per  cent,  clafs 

of  goods,  being  under  view> 

Mr.  Harper  willied  to  make  an  amendment '  with  refpe(Sfe 
to  goods  imported  in  other  than  American  bottoms;  to  make 
the  duty  fall  in  due  proportion;  he  faid,  goods  imported  in 
foreign  velTels  fhould  pay  2|. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  no  additional  duty  coiild  be  prdpofed  in 
the  houfe ;  it  muft  be  done  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  Speaker  fo  determined. 

Mr.  Nicholas  wiihed  fo  to  amend  the  refolutlon  as  to  leave 
out  white  cotton  goods. 

Mr*  Gallatin  thought  if  the  goods  were  fpecified,  it 
would  be  better  than  faying  fuch  a  clais  fliould  be  advanced, 
and  then  not  only  white  cotton  goods  but  a  few  articles  of 
brafs,  iron  and  l^eel,  which  were  included  in  that  clafs^ 
would  be  well  to  be  omitted. 

The  Speaker  declared  this  amendment  out  of  order* 

The  queftion  was  put  for  recommitting  the  bill,  but  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr*  Nicholas  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  words  <*  all  other" 
goods  not  printed,  ilained  or  coloured,  2f  per  cent,  ad 
valorem ;"  the  divifion  upon  which  was  36  and  36.  The 
Speaker  declared  himfelf  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Gallatin  again  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  which  was 
negatived  39  to  31. 

The  queftion  on  the  amendment  of  the  comtnittee  of  the 
whole  to  fkrike  out  the  words  '«  white  cotton  goods,"  and  to 
infert  all  the  10  per  centi  clais  of  goods,  was  about  to  be 
taken,  when 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  the  fubje^t  was  important ;  and  the 
varying  votes  of^^tlfs  houfe  fliewed  how  doubtful  was  the 
propriety  of  going- fo  any  extent  into  an  advance  of  the  Im- 
poft  duties.  The  hrfi:  intention  was  to  advance  white  cotton 
goods  alone,  this  was  palled  by  a  conllderable  majority;  a 
motion  to  include  all  the  10 per  cent,  clafs  was  negatived; 
Veflerday  the  fame  motion  was  introduced  and  carried  by  a 
large  majority;  to  day  they  feemed  again  to  be  nearly  divided. 
At  this  period  of  the  feffion,  he  believed  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  go  exteniively  into  an  advance  of  the  impoil  duties; 
for  tiiough  it  was  probable  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of 
revenucj  ret,  in  order  to  get  it,  he  ihould  not  chufe  to  run 
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llic  ri(k  of  putting  the  whole  in  jeopardy  by  railing  the  diitles 
fo  as  to  hazard  the  introdu^lion  of  fmuggling.  The  10  per 
cent  clafsof  good'^,  he  faid,  confiflied  of  a  great  variety  of  ar- 
ticles, fome  of  which  were  valuable  and  of  fmall  bulk,  and 
might  eafily  be  fmuggled,  fuch  as  filks,  fatirs,  velvets,  fine 
linen,  cambric,^  &c.-  No  reafon,  it  was  faid,  had  been  given 
for  fele<£ling  white  cotton  goods  for  an  additional  duty.  Hebe- 
lieved  there  was  good  reafon  for  doinjrfb.  Thev  were  fold 
at  a  low  price,  viz.  from  i5d.  to  3s.  a  yard,  and  it  was  not 
^tting  to  put  them  up  on  the  fame  footing  with  refpeft  to 
duty,  with  kerfeymeifes,  fine  linen,  &c.  a  large  aniount  of 
which  might  be  contained  in  a  very  fmall  compafs.  He 
would  illuftratethe  matter.  Suppofe  one  article  of  a  certain 
fize  paid  only  half  a  dollar  duty,  whilft  another  of  the  fame 
bulk  paid  roo  dollars,  was  it  right,  he  alkedy  in  regulating 
tTieddti^Sy  to  put  thofe  two  articles  upon  the  fame  ground  r 
He  believed  not ;  becaufe,  the  article  which  paid  1 00  dollar? 
held  out  a  temptation  to  fmuggling,  whilft  that-which  only 
paid  half  a  dollar,  did  not.  He  would,  therefore,  rather 
difagree  to  advance  the  duty  on  white  cotton  goods,  than 
run  the  riik  of  introducing  fmuggrmg  by  agreeing  to  this 
amendment.  Another  objection  to  it  was,  it  went  upon  the 
idea  of  raifing  all  our  revenue  from  commerce,  though  they 
had  directed  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  for  laying  a  direft  tax  on 
land.  He  thought  there  was  great  danger  in  doing  this;  for, 
if  in  the  next  fefiion  additional  revenue  was  wanted,  finding 
the  means  of  reforting  to  commerce  fo  eafy,^  recourfe  would 
not  be  had  to  any  other  fource,  and  whenever  a  war  fhould 
breakout,  the  whole  of  the  revenue  would  be  put  in  danger. 
He  was^  of  opinion  either  a  dire<Sl  tax  on  land,  ftamps,  or 
excife,  would  be  preferable  to  an  increafe  of  the-  impoft 
duties, 

Mr»  Harper  faid,  with  refpetTc  to  the'  varying  votes  of  the 
houfe,  the  reafon  M^as  palpable.  The , additional  duty  on 
the  10  per  cent  clafs  of  goods,  was  at  firfbf'ejedled,  from  an 
expectation  of  other  duties  being  impofed  ;  btit  this  expec-^ 
tation  being  difappointed,  they  had  recourfe  to  this  clafs  of 
articles.  As  to  the  vote  this  morning,  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  he  believed  feveral  members,  who  were  without 
the  bar,  and  who  had  come  in  to  vote,  had  mifunderftood 
the  queftion,  and  if  it  had  not  been  decided  as  it  was  by  the 
Speaker,  he  fhould  have  wifhed  it  to  have  been  put  over 
again.  When  the  vote  fliould  be  taken  in  the  houfe,  this 
would  be  feen. 
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Mr.  H.  fald,  he  knew  why  gentlemen  were  Co  ftrongly 
^»ppoled  to  this  advance  of  duty ;  it  was  becaufe  it  would  dg 
away  the  nece flit y  of  a  land  tax;  and  he  believed  a  decifion 
upon  this  queflion  would  decide  whether  they  were  to  have 
a  land  tax  or  not ;  for,  by  the  propefed  advance,  with  a  fmall 
addition  from  ftamps  or  excife,  fufficient  revenue  would  be 
raifed  for  every  purpofe  of  government.  If  no  other  v^ay  of 
railing  money  could  be  devifed,  he  would  agree  to  a  land 
tax,  but  not  elfe.  As  to  the  danger  apprehended  from 
fmuggiing,  he  would  afk  his  colleague  vyhy  thpfe  goods  which 
now  pgid  12^  per  cent  were  npt  fmuggled,  fmce  they  were 
much  the  fame  in  bulk  and  quality  with  the  IQ  per  cent, 
clafs  ?  He  had  no  fears  pn  this  head. 

Mr.  Nicholas  did  not  think  it  was  a  proper  fubject  of  dif- 
culllon,  to  notice  how  they  voted  yeRerday,  or  might  vote 
to  day  ;  but  it  feemed  to  be  the  obje^St  of  the  gentleman  laft 
up  to  fhew,  contrary  to  faft,  that  he  was  always  in  a  majori- 
ty. The  gentleman  had,  however,  miftakenthe  ftate  of  the 
l3uiinefs,  as  the  firft  decifion  upqn  this  article  was  after  the 
pther  taxes  had  been  agreed  upom  He  did  i^ot  know  where 
the  gentleman  got  his  information,  that  the  friends  of  a  dirc<5l 
tax  were  lefs  in  favour  of  that  fpecies  of  tax  than  heretofore. 
The  reafon  why  that  fubje^t  had  no,t  been  proceeded  with 
was,  that  the  committee  had  reported  a  bill  fo  late  in  the  CeC-. 
fion  as  not  to  allow  fufEcient  time  to  difcufs  and  mature  the 
meafure.  He  thought  the  fub]e6l  had  been  very  improper- 
ly introduced.  The  gentleman  himfelf  had  faid  he  would 
vote  for  it  if  it  were  found  neceflary^,  and  if  it  were  not,  he 
did  not  fuppofe  any  future  Congrefs  would  be  found  to  vote 
for  it. 

The  gentlcm.an  lall:  up  feemed  to  think  he  had  anfwered 
his  colleague  with  refpedt  to  the  probability  of  the  propofed 
advance  intj^oducing  Imuggling  *,.  but  he  thpught  what  he^ 
had  faid  fell  far  fhort  of  an  ani\ver.  The  goods  which  at 
prefent  paid  twelve,  and  an  half  per  cent,  were  of  fmall  extent, 
when  compared  with  the  lo  per  cent,  clafs,  wliicli  iiiGluded 
three  fourths  of  ail  the  cargoes  brought  infeo  this  countrv 
from  Great  Britain.  Thia  accounted  Iqr  Imuggling  not  be- 
ing  entered  upon  at  prefent.  He  did  not  know  whether  an 
additional  two  and  an  half  per  cent,  upon  this  molt  numerous 
clafs  might  not  prove  a  fuihcient  inducement.  On  this  fnb- 
jecl,  he  flood  upon  much  the  fame  ground  with  the  gentle-^., 
man  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper.)  He  had  no  prad-cal 
kiiowledge  upon  it. 
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Mr.  Gallatin  faid  there  appeared  to  be  a  variety,  and  u 
flu6luation  of  opinion  on  this  fubjeft.  As  to  himfelf,  he  had 
all  along  been  oppofed  to  additional  impofts  at  prefent ;  for, 
though  he  agreed  that  this  fpecies  of  tax  was  well  adapted, 
to  the  iituatiou  of  our  country,  yet  he  did  not  think  it  would 
be  fafe  to  extend  it  further  at  prefent.  But,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  S.  Carolina,  Mr.  Harper,  could  afiure  them,  that 
no  danger  would  enfue  from  fmuggling,  he  would  be  ready 
to  agree  to  the  amendment  before  them.  Friend  as  he  was 
to  a  direct  tax,  it  would  be  to  him  an  additional  reafon  for 
voting  for  this  amendment,  if  that  gentleman  could  prove 
to  the  houfe,  that  its  adoption  would  prevent  the  rieceffity 
of  a  land  tax  5  but  he  conceived,  for  both  thefe  politions, 
they  had  nothing  mare  than  the  bare  affertion  of  that  gen- 
tleman, and  he  muft  own  that  his  confidence  was  not  fo  blind 
(however  high  his  opinion  might  be  with  refpecl  to  the  ta- 
lents of  that  gentleman)  as  to  rely  with  perfe6l  confidence  up-^ 
on  this  aflertion. 

That  gentleman  had  yefterday  faid,  when  fpcaking  of  the 
infufiiciency  of  the  prefent  revenue  to  defray  the  expences 
of  government,  no  matter  what  gentlemen  calculated  on  the« 
the  fubjeft,  if  there  was  any  danger  of  a  deficiency  in  the  re- 
venue, if  there  were  a  fingle  doubt  on  the  fubjed-,  they  ought 
to  vote  for  an  increafe  of  duties;  It  would  be  v/ell  to  return 
his  own  argument  upon  him.felf,  and  fay,  that  if  an-y  gentle- 
man had  a  fingle  doubt  on  his  mind  that  this  increafe  of 
duty  might  introduce  fmuggling  [which  if-  once  introduced. 
could  never  be  done  away]  he  ought  to  vote  againft  the  mea- 
lure.  .■'•■'■  ■■''■■'.'--':,■'.:'  :  ■    ■  ^  ■ 

But  it  was  faid,  if  this  amendment  were  agreed  to  it  would 
prevent  the  neceliity  of-  a  land  tax.  How  could  this  be  ?■ 
No  gentleman  On  that  floor  would  think  of  recurring  to  a 
land  tax  except  about  a  niillion  of  dollars  were  wanted.  No 
one  would.think  of  incurring  an  expense  of  2  or  300,000- 
dollars,  milefs  he  meant  to  have  a  tax  to  the  amount  he  had: 
mentioned;  it  would  liot  even  be  propofed,  except  this  were 
the  cafe^^  'He  wiflied  to  know,  therefore,  how  a  duty  which 
was  calculated  to  -give  fr.om  -  2  to  300,00c  dollars,  would 
prove  a  fubftitute  for  a  tax  which,  was  to  raife  upwards  of  a 
mlUion  of  dollars.  .  it  woul  I,  indeed,  prevent  the  neccflity, 
as  far  as  it  went,  but  no  farther.  This  was  another  of  the 
gentleman's  alTertions  ^ ;  and  as  he  had  accufcd  him  with  be- 
ing againfttlic  prefent  amendment  becaufe  it  would  do  away 
the  neceffity  of  a  land  tax^  he  Jjiight  fay,  that  he  ufed  this 
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land  tax  as  a  weapon,  knowing  many  gentlemen  to  be  averfe 
from  it,  to  induce  a  vote  in  favour  of  his  impoft  duty.  But, 
as  to  the  danger  of  fmuggling,  which  he  confidered  as  the 
main  obje£tion  to  an  increafe  of  thefe  duties,  nothing  had 
been  obferved  which,  in  his  view,  leiTened  the  danger.  It 
might  be  faid,  that  the  2  and  a  half  per  cent,  propofed  would 
not  induce  fmuggling.  But  this  was  uncertain.  There  was 
a  line  beyond  which  they  could  not  go  without  encouraging 
fmuggling,  and  if  they  proceeded  in  advancing  the  duties 
from  time  to  time,  that  line  would  moft  certainly  be  pafTed, 
Mr.  G.  faid,  he  would  oppofe  the  opinion  of  the  fecretary  of 
the  treafury  on  this  fubje6l  to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina ;  and  though  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  placed 
implicit  confidence  on  the  opinion  of  any  of  our  executive 
officers,  yet  he  thought,  that  which  the  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury gave  on  this  occaiion,  was  entitled  to  very  coniiderable 
weight.  Every  member  in  that  houfe  certainly  wifhed  that 
our  revenue  ihould  be  equal  to  our  expenditure  *,  they  were 
in  fome  degree  refponfibie  for  its  being  fo ;  but  what  w^as 
the  refponfibility  of  any  member  in  that  houfe,  when  com- 
pared to  that  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  ?  It  would 
not  bear  a  comparifon  ;  therefore,  though  it  was  not  proper 
to  place  a  blind  confidence  in  him  when  he  requefted  an  in- 
creafe of  duty,  becaufe  his  fituation  would  naturally  lead  him 
to  wifh  for  ample  funds;  yet,  whien  he  gave  an  opinion  on 
the  contrary  iide  of  the  quefiion,  he  thought  it  ought  to  have 
Confiderable  weight.  '  If  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  thought 
it  fafe  to  increafe  the  lo  per  cent,  clafs  of  goods  to  I2  and  a 
half,  there  was  no  doubt,  but  he  would  have  recommended 
it,  fince  to  have  done  this,  would  have  required  no  pains  or 
calculation  ;  Jie  would  only  have  had  to  fay,  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  frequently  faid,  the  duty  now  pro- 
duces fo  much,  and  if  fuch  or  fuch  advance  be  laid,  fomuch 
will  be  produced.  -  The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  not 
finding  themfelves  able  to  come  to  a  conciufion  on  the  fub- 
je61:,  propofed  that  an  enquiry  fliould  be  made  of  him.  It 
was  done,  and  he  made  a  report,  which  was  fubmitted  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  they  had  reported  there- 
on, recommending  certain  articles  upon  which  an  additional 
duty  might  be  laid*  They  had  omitted  to  recommend  fait 
and  another  article  or  two,  from  an  idea  that  the  fecretary^s 
wifh  would  rather  lean  towards  increafing  the  duties  too 
high,  for  fake  of  revenue,  than  otherwife.  [Mr.  G.  here 
read  the  fecretary's  letter.]     He  thought  there  was  a  fenti- 
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yne-ai  in  ilii?  .letter  which  was  of  coniicierabk  importaiice  i 
\l  reiated  to  the  degree  to  which  a  vduty  might  be  advanced 
svithoLit  hazarding  illicit  trade,  which  was,  that  the  duty 
plight  to  bear  fome  proportion  to  the  mercantile  profits  of 
the  country  where  it  was  laid.  There  was  no  doubt,  that 
in  a  country  where  the  mercantile  profits  were  high,  a  high- 
er duty  might  be  laid  without  rifk  of  fmuggling,  than  where 
the  pr;ofits  of  trade  were  low  ;  becaufe  imuggling  was  car- 
ried on  as  a  trade,  and  would  fiourifh  in  proportion  as  it 
WAS  more  profitable  than  other  trades. 

Let  us,  faid  Mr.  Gallathi,  take  the  ground  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  wh6  had  reprefented  the  fituation 
of  our  trade  to  be  worfe  than  he  could  admit.  It  muft  be 
allowed,  that  whether  the  v/ar  continued,  or  a  peace  took 
place,  the  rates  of  merchants  profits  would,  in  fome  degree, 
be  leilened,  and  when  this  Ihould  be  the  cafe,  a  lefs  duty 
would  induce  fmuggling,  than  when  our  produce  bor£  a 
high  price,  and  every  thing  was  profperous  ;  for,  if  a  peace 
took  place,  the  natural  conlequence  would  be,  that  we  fhould 
iofe  our  carrying  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  price  of 
Gur  produce  would  immediately  fall  in  Europe.  Having 
nothing  but  the  affertion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina that  this  danger  would  not  take  place,  he  could  not 
run  the  riik  which  appeared  from  thefe  conliderations. 

Permit  me  to  allc,  faid  Mr.  G.  whether  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  has  given  us  complete  proof  that  he 
tmderftands  the  whole  of  the  fubjeft  ?  He  had  produced 
proof,  indeed,  that  he  had  confulted  feveral  documents  5  but, 
bad  he  not  fnewn  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  been  rather 
hafty  in  making  his  conclufions  ;  that  he  had  attended  only 
partially  to  the  fubjecl  ?  As  ^  proof  of  his  information,  he 
had  told  the  houfe  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  whole  cot- 
toii  goods  imported  was  of  a  line  quality.  They  all  knew 
this  was  not  fo.  They  all  knew  that  thefe  cotton  goods 
coniifted  chiefly  of  a  cheap  kind  which  was  ufed  inftead  of 
linen,  for  llieeting,  fhirts,  &:c.  and  it  was  on  account  of  the 
eheapnefs  of  thefe  goods,  that  they  had  been  fele6led  as  a 
proper  article  on  which  to  lay  an  additional  duty.  He  was, 
therefore,  totally  miftaken  on  this  head. 

That  gentleman  had  alfo  afferted,  when  the  duty  on  fait 
^^^;ls  under  confideration,  that,  admitting  a  duty  on  that  arti- 
r.le  would  fall  heavily  upon  the  frontier  inhabitants,  yet,  as 
they  paid  but  a  trifling  part  of  the  impoll  duties,  they  had 
no  resfon  to  complain ,     AmongR  other   things^  he  faid.^ 
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fhcj  would  pay  no  part  of  the  duty  which  was  contemplat- 
ed to  be  laid  on  white  cotton  goods;  and  if  they  paid  any 
duty  at  all  it  was  Upon  a  coaffe  linen.  As  he  had  not  at 
that  time  an  opportunity  of  noticing  this  aiTertion,  and  as  he 
did  not  wiih  it  to  go  unnoticed,'  he  would  inform  the  houfe, 
that  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontiers  paid  more  of  the  impoit 
duties  according  to  their  Wealth;  he  was  forry  to  fay  it,  than 
Were  paid  by  the  middle  parts  of  Pennfylvania-  As  to  their 
paying  no  part  of  the  duty  on  white  cotton  goods,  he  could 
aiTure  them,  that  one  fourth  part  of  the  ftock  of  a  ftore- 
keeper  in  that  country  muft  be  white  cotton  goods,  if  ha 
meant  to  get  any  profits  by  his  trade.  But  that  gentleman 
acknowledged  they  might  pay  fom«  duty  on  coarle  lineiii 
It  was  fomewhat  curious,  Mr.  G.  faid,  that  the  gentleman 
fhould  have  fixed  upon  almofl:  the  only  thing  which  they  do 
not  purchafe,  for  this  was  nearly  the  only  article  which  they 
made  for  themfelves^  >  . 

When,  faid  Mr.  G;  we  fee  fuch  aiTertioiis  as  thefemade* 
have  \^e  not  a  right  to  fuppofe  that  this  gentleman  may  hare 
been  miftakeii  in  hi^  fuppofition  that  no  danger  will  arlfe 
from  the  increafe  of  the  duties  in  queftion  ?  Was  it  not  bet- 
ter to  helltate,  before  they  gave  a  vote  which  might  endan- 
ger the  whole  revenue  ?  He  thought  it  waSi 

One  word  more  with  refpedt  to  revenue. — ■Whatever  dif- 
ference of  opinion  there  might  be  with  refpect  to  the  fuffici- 
ency  of  the  revenue  of  f  797,  to  defray  the  expences  of  1 798, 
the  prefent  amendment  did  not  apply  to  this  ;  becaufe  no 
part  of  this  revenue  would  go  to  that  year.  He  mentioned 
this,  left  the  deficiency  of  800,000  dollars,  which  had  been 
faid  to  exi fir,  (but  v/hich  he  did  not  believe)  might  inSuence 
the  vote  to  be  given  on  this  occalion. 

Mr.  Holland  hoped,  notwithftanding  all  that  had  been 
urged  againft  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania,  that 
the  am^endment  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  would  be 
a^greed  to.  If  it  were  not  he  fhouul  be  oppofed  to  the  whole 
bill.  No  other  obje<Slion  had  been  urged  againfi:  it,  hot  that 
It  might  be  the  means  of  introducing  fmuggling,  which,  if  once  " 
gone  into,  could  never  be  done  away.  He  did  not  believe  it 
would  have  this  effect;  but,  if  it  had,  he  believed  it  might  be 
done  away.  He  looked  upon  it  as  an  equitable  tax,  and  hoped 
it  v,'ould  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cooper  faid  it  was  unwife  to  think  of  raifingthe  du- 
ties upon  filks^  fatins^  printed  calicoes,  &c.  as  they  were  ar- 


(      648      ) 

ficles  out  of  fafhion ;  nothing  now  was  wore  but  muflins- 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid,  he  had  no  particular  objection  to  the 
Imail  advances  which  had  been  laid  upon  Sugar,  Tea,  &Co 
but  he  was  wholly  aga;inil:  advancing  the  duty  on  the  whole 
tlafs  of  lo  per  cent,  goods.  This  he  faid  was  a  part  of  the 
impoft  fyftem,  which  had.been  confidered  more  in  the  rough 
than  any  other  part  of  our  lav/s.  In  laying  the  duties  they 
had  not  defignated  the  articles,  but  faid  fuch  and  fuch  clafs 
ihould  pay  fo  much  per  cent.  They  foon  found  that  this 
was  a  rough  mode  which  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofe. 
They,  therefore,  begun  to  think  of  enumerating  the  arti- 
cles ;  but  this  amendment  inftead  of  defining  the  articles, 
went  upon  the  old  rough  plan,  and  propofed  to  advance  the 
u'hole  clafs.  Mr.  B.  faid  they  had  directed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treafury  to  lay  before  them  at  the  next  feffion,  a  newly 
digefted  plan  for  the  regulation  of  thefe  duties,  in  which  all 
the  articles  would  be  enumerated.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
they  fhould  not  anticipate  the  bufinefs  but  wait  until  that 
plan  came  before  them,  when  it  would  probably  be  found 
that  the  duty  upon  fome  of  the  articles  might  be  advanced 
with  propriety. 

The  duty  on  fugar  and  tea,  and  perhaps  that  on  white 
cotton  goods,  they  might,  without  inconvenience,  agree  to  ; 
but  he  could  not  confent  to  the  introduction  of  the  general 
mafs  of  lo  per  cent  goods  •,  nor  did  he  believe  our  neceffities 
required  it.  And  when  he  faid  this,  he  would  not  have  it 
nnderftood  that  he  wifhed  to  pave  the  way  for  a  land  tax  j 
nothing  but  danger  to  the  exiftence  of  the  country  would 
ever  bring  him  to  confent  to  a  land  tax.  But  the  reafon  why- 
he  oppofed  this  amendment,  he  thought  it  was  going  too  far  j^ 
for  he  fuppofed  if  it  were  agreed  to,  it  might  produce  an 
additional  half  million  to  our  revenue.  He  could  have  no 
objedlion  to  this  meafure,  provided  it  could  be  done  fafely  y 
but  it  appeared  to  hira  that  the  objections  which  had  been 
urged  againft  it,  had  great  weight.  He  could,  therefore, 
confent  to  its  going  only  to  white  cotton  goods.  He  thought 
they  fhould  place  fome  confidence  in  the  officer  who  had 
made  a  report  explicitly  on  the  fubjeft.  The  committee  of 
ways  and  means  had  alfo  done  the  fame ;  and  he  be- 
iieved,  if  any  mifchief  fliould  arife  from  their  augmenting 
the  duty  upon  all  that  clafs  of  goods,  gentlemen  would  not 
be  able  w  acquit  themfclves  of  blame,  in  having,  oppofed 
thefc  opmions. 
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Mr.  Harper  faU^  if  the  gentleman  frora  Pcnnfylvaiiia, 
Mr.  Gallatin,  had  contented  himfclf  with  giving  liis  rea^ 
Ions  for  his  own  opinions,  and  with  uiing/ arguments  to  refute 
thole  of  others,  he  fliouli  have  been  iilent,  becaufc  he  be- 
lieved the  labje^l  had  been  futiiciently  difculTed  ;  but,  as  he 
had  connected  with  his  obfervations,  a  perfonal  attack  upon 
himfelf,  in  order  to  lelTen  the  credibility  to  which  the  ob-:- 
fervations  which  he  had  fubtnitted  to  the  houfe  on  the  occa- 
iion  niight  feem  to  be  intitled,  he  could  not  refrain  from  giv- 
ing a  few  words  in  reply.  He  would  not  go  into  a  contefl 
v/ith  that  gentleman  to  ihew  which  of  their  affertions  were 
moft  entitled,  to  credit. 

He  never  wifhed  his  to  be  attended  to,  farther  than  rea^ 
fon  went  with  them.  Whether  this  was  the  C2{c  with  that 
gentleman,  and  whether  he  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  right  to 
be  believed  above  all  others*,  he  left  the  houfe  to  determine. 
If  the  gentleman  had  confined  himfelf  to  fadl,  his  remarks 
would  have  had  more  of  liberality  in  them ;  but  he  had  ai« 
cribe J  to  him  what  he  had  never  faid.  Whether  this  had 
been  done  intentionally,  or  from  mifappreheniion,  he  could 
not  fay  J  it  v/as  not  ufuai  for  men  of  attention  like  that  gen- 
tleman, to  mifapprehend  the  meaning  of  members.  That 
gentleman  had  alTured  the  houfe,  that  he,  Mr.  H.  had  difco- 
vered  an  ignorance  of  documents,  only  having  given  theni 
partial  ftatements,  and  that  therefore  he  rnufb  have  niifun- 
derftood  them.  The  gentlenian  had  not  ini1:anced  any  thing 
of  this  fort,  the  houfe  had,  therefore,  only  his  aflurance, 
which  would  have  its  proper  weight  with  them  and  with  the 
public.  If  he  had  fhewn  him  wherein  he  had  been  miftaken^ 
he  would  have  endeavoured  to  have  "profited  by  his  adinpni- 
tion^  In  other  inftances  he  had  been  more  explicit.  He 
had  charged  him  with  ftating  that  there  were  more  high  pri- 
ced than  low  priced  cotton  goods  imported.  This  th^  gentle- 
man aPierte  I  was  not  fo;  but  he  had  brought  no  proof  that 
it  v/as  not  fo.  He  lyad  no  objection  to  the  houfe  beheving  that 
it  was  not  fo;  he  believed  it  was,  from  his  enquiries  and  the 
documents  he  had"  feen  on  the  fubject.  Perhaps  mercantile 
nien  in  the  houfe,  who  were  bettar  acquainted  with  this  buii-:? 
aefs  than  either  of  them,  would  decide. 

He  had  mentioned  another  inflance  in  v^hich  he  faid  hs 
\v?,s  miftakei}.  He  charged  hiniwith  faying  that  the  people 
en  the  fi-ontier  paid  no  impoft  duty,  Mr.  H.  denied  having 
faid  fo.  He  laid  that  the  poorer  claffes  of  people,  more  ef- 
peciallv  thofe  on  the  fromier,   paid  but  a  ihiall  Hialk:  of  the 
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duties  on  impofts,  as  the  rich  paid  the  duties  on  all  liig& 
priced  good?.  He  did  lay  that  the  |K)ofer  clafs  of  citizens  on 
the  frontier,  on  whom  the  duty  on  fait  would  fall^  were  ex- 
empt from  that  on  thefe  kind  of  goods.  There  might  be 
perfons  of  wealth  on  the  frontier,  who  would  purchafe  thefe 
articles >  if  there  were,  they  doubtlefs  paid  a  part  of  the  du^ 
fy.  This  was  not  generally  the  cafe.  So  that  the  gentleman 
had  mifunderftoody  or  miftated  him  in  this  particular. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  no  perfon  wiflied  more  to  avoid  perfonaf 
difputes  than  he.  As  to  his  mifappre  hen  ding  or  miftating 
the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  he  left  the  members  upon  thag 
lioor,  to  determine  whether  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing  ei- 
ther. He  might  not  perhaps  always  feel  the  weight  which 
gentlemen  might  think  their  arguments  contained  j  but  he 
thought  he  could  not  be  juftly  charged  with  a  want  of  ean-^ 
dour  in  ftating  them. 

As  to  the  two  points  of  mifapprchenfion  and  miftatemcnt 
alluded  to-     The  iirft  was  in  relation  to  the  frontier.  He  be-^ 
iieved   the  gentleman*s  expreffions    were   as    he  had  flated 
them  ;  he    might  however  have  meant  them  to  convey  the 
idea  he  had  mentioned,— he  might  have  intended  his  obfer- 
vation  to  have  applied  to  poor  people  in  general,  and  that  as 
they  paid  no  part  of  the  impoft  duty,   they  had  no  right  to 
complain  of  a  tax  on  fait.     All  he  could  fay  was,  if  this  was 
his  meaning,  he  had  given  him  credit  for  a  better  argument 
than  he  had  ufed.     He  gave  him  the  credit  of  applying  his 
remark  to  a  certain  diftri£\  of  country  generally,   and  not  to 
poor  perions  in  particular.     He   underilood  him  as  anfwer- 
ing  what  had  fallen  from  him  with  refpeet  to  the  peculiar  ii- 
tuation  of  his  conftituents  in  reference  to  a  duty  on  fait;  and 
what  made  this  appear  more  clear,  was  fome  expreffions  which 
accompanied  the  alTertion,  viz.  that  the  people  on  the  fron^ 
tier  would  never  know  of  the  additional  duty,  if  fome  perfon. 
fliould  not  think  it  neceiTary  to  tell  them  of  it.     If  he  had  ^ 
mjftaken  the  gentleman,  he  fhould  be  forry  for  it ;  but  he  be- 
lieved he  had  not. 

As  to  what  he  had  faid,  that  the  gentleman  did  hot  al- 
ways draw  the  beft  conclulions  from  the  documents  which  lie; 
adduced;  that  they  were  fometimes  partial,  and  at  other 
times  incorredl,  he  did  not  reft  this  upon  an  affertion  or  opi- 
nion of  his  own;  but  upon  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  him- 
felf.  If  his  memory  ferved  him  right,  that  gentleman  had, 
at  three,  (but  he  was  fure  at  two)  different  times  gone  over 
his  calculation  on  the  probable   increafe  of  revenue  which 
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would  arlfc  from  the  propofed  Increafe  of  duty  on  fcyeral  ar- 
ticles; and  what  was  this  for,  but  becaufe  he  had  given  fo  ha^ 
ily  and  incorreict  a  ftatement  at  firft,  that  he  thought  it  ne^ 
ceffary  to  give  a  fecond  or  a  third  to  correct  his  former  er- 
rors and  miftatements.  This  was  what  he  aUuded  to  when 
lie  charged  him  with  having  drawn  hafty  and  imperfeiSl  con^ 
chifions  from  the  d,ocnment$  which  he  confulted.  As  to 
wiihing  more  credit  to  ,be  given  to  his  affertions  than  to  that 
gentleman^s,  he  did  npt  ihppofe  the  judgment  of  that  houfe 
could  be  influenced  by  either,  ft  was  true,  he  had  anfwer^ 
ed  an  affertion  of  his  by  one.of  his  own;  but  he  might  fay 
|:)\at  he  fppke  from  experience,  which  that  gentleman  could 
not  do  ;  he  knew  the  faft  to  be  as  he  had  ftated  \t,  and  that 
gentleman  could  not  know  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Williains  faidj  he  would  only  make  a  few  obfervations 
pn  what  had  fallen  frpm  the  gentlei?ian  frpm  Georgia,  Mr, 
Baldwin,  and  the  gentleman  juft  fat  down— The  former  had 
iaid,  that  if  the  report  of  ^le  committee  of  the  whole  was 
agreed  to,  it  would  make  an  addition  of  500,000  dollars  to 
our  pr^fent  revenue — but  yet  was  himfelf  oppofed  to  it.r — He 
would  afk  that  gentleman,  if  a  more  favorable  period  could 
be  expe<Sed  than  the  prefent,  to  call  forth  0^^^'  refources  to 
difcharge  our  debt .?  The  furplus  of  ouy  agricidtural  produc- 
tions, faid  Mr.  Vf ,  was  at  a  high  price,  and  this  being  the  cafe, 
the  duties  will  be  borne  without  difficulty,  ?ipd  the  500,000 
dollars,  might  be  applied  towards  the  purchafe  of  the  defer- 
red {lock.  The  gentleman  laft  fat  ('own,  Mr.  Gallatin,  had 
aiked  to  be  anfwered  in  two  proportions.  Th^  one  was,  if 
an  additional  duty  was  laid,  would  the  merchants  not  fmug^ 
gle.f^  and  the  other,  if  we  muft  not  eventwally  have  a  dire^Sl 
tax  ?  In  anfw^er  to  the  firft,  Mr.  W.  did  not  apprehend  dan^ 
gerfrpm  the  fmali  augmentation  of  the  impoft;  and,  from  th* 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  Mr.  Baldwin's,  own  obferyation 
that  the  augmentation  would  neat  ^ve  hundred  thoufand 
dollars,  this,  with  the  other  additions  which  would  be 
derived  from  the  bill,  might  he  eftimated  at  650  thoa^ 
fand  dollars.^ — —Add  to  this,  a  ftamp  tax,  which  would  be 
preferred  to  a  direct  tax,  would  bring  in  a  fum  to  make  up 
the  i,,ooo,ooo  dollars  per  annum,  which  would  be  the  fum 
wanted  in  the  year  iSoi,.  to,  meet  the  payment  of  the  defers 
red  flock:— J^et  us  now,  faid  he,  begin  to  draw  forth  the  re-'. 
venue,  and  purchafe  in  this  ftock.  The  fiim  expevSfced  to  arife 
from  the  fale  of  our  lands  will  greatly  diminilli  the  debt;  but, 
by  holding  out  the  idea  of  a  land  tax  they  would  injure  the 
lale  of  the  lands,  as  the  monied  men    would   not  inveit  ' 
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llieir  capitals  in  lands;,  fearing  the  land  tax:  they  would  vcl^ 
their  money  in  the  public  funds;  and  live  on  'the  intereil 
thereof.  We  cannot  therefore,  faid  he,  come  at  their  monci^ 
otherwife  than  by  taxes  on  confumption;  by  excifes,  cuftdms^ 
framps,  and  the  like.  A  land  tax,  faid  Mr.  W.  would  not 
operate  well  in  this  country,  and  will  coft  too  much  in  its 
colle(^ion.  In  England,  when  at  four  lliillings,  it  neated  only 
£.  2,000,000  annually.  The  ftamps  ^.  1,329,905  annu- 
ally, at  the  expence  of  £.  51,691  fo  that  the  neat  revenue 
on  iiamps  was  jf\  1,278,2  r4,. — The  average  of  the  national 
revenue  of  Great -Britain  for  five  years,  commencing  with  the 
year  1786,  and  ending  in  1790  inclnfive,  was^.  i73353j4<55- 
Hence  the  ftamp  duty  amounts  to  about  one-fourteenth  part 
of  the  revenue.  Were  we,  faid  he,  to  raife  the  like  propor- 
tion to  our  pf-efent  revenue,  it  would  amount  to  500,000  dols, 
but,  fuppofe  we  raifed  half  that  fum,  and  correcled  our  exciie, 
with  the  additional  duties  now  contemplated,  we  could  meet 
the  exigencies  of  government  v/ithout  a  direft  tax. 

Although  a  ftamp  tax  would  found  unpopular,  yet  it  would 
be  met  v^itJa  lefs  difficulty  than  a  land  tax.  In  the  firft  place/ 
it  would  reach  the  monied  man,  and  the  litigious,  as  all  lavvr 
proceedings  and  the  like,  would  be  taxed.  Taxes  in  England, 
he  obferved,  were  v.ery  various ;  mmch  more  {o  than  in  any 
other  country,  efpecially  in  the  articles  of  excife  and  ftamps; 
taxes  in  England  was,  according  to  their  population,  much  great- 
erthan  in  any  other  country,  yetborne  by  the  people  with  much 
more  eafe,  becaufe  the  taxes  were  laid  on  fo  many  different 
obje(5i:s.  The  mere  circumftances  of  taxes  being  numerous 
in  order  to  raifc  a  given  fum,  is  a  coniiderable  ftep' towards 
equalky  in  the  burden  falling  on  the  people. — A  good  fyfiem 
of  taxation  was  that  which  bore  lightly  on  an  infinite  number 
of  points,  heavily  on  none. 

On.  motion  of  Mr.  Elenderfcn,  the  yeas  and  nays  vv^ere  th.:n 
taken  as  follows : 

YEA  S. 

%^'heodorus  Eailey,  Roger  Grifwold, 

Danirl  Buck,  William  B.  Grove, 

Demfey  Burgcs,     '  Fobert  Goodloe  Harper^, 

Joiliua  Colt,  '  John  Hathorn, 

J  r.nies  Davenport,  Thomas  Hcnderfon, 

Abicl  Fofter,  James  Holland, 

James  Gillefpie,  Andrew  Jackfon-, 


(       ^^53       ) 


Aaron  Kitcheli, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
Elifha  Pv.  Potter, 
John  Reed, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Tompfon  J .  S kinner, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 


Ifaac  Smith, 
Zephaniah  Swift,  , 
George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas, 
MarkThomfon," 
John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Peleg  Wadfworth,  and 
John  Williams.  30. 


NAYS. 


Abraham  B^ildwin, 
David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Theophilus  Bradbury, 
Richard  Brent, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
William  Cooper, 
William  Craig, 
Sdfmuel  W.  Dana, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
George  Dent, 
George  Ege, 
AVilliam  Findley, 
D  wight  Fofter, 
JeiTe  Franklin, 
Albert  Gallatin, 
E^ekiel  Gilbert, 
Nicholas  Gilman, 
Henry  Glenn, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
Thomas  Hartley, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
John  Htath, ' 
William  Hindman, 
George  Jack  ion. 


John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
George  Leonard, 
Matthew  Locke, 
William  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madllbn, 
Francis  Malbone, 
John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray, 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr^ 
John  Page, 
J  oil  ah  Parker, 
John  Patten, 
John  Richards, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
Samuel  Sewall, 
Samuel  Sit^reaves- 

o 

Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
William  Strudwick, 
John  Swan  wick, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnura, 
Abraham  Venable,  and 
Richard  V/ion.  6c.' 


"The  propofed  advance  of  the  ten  per  cent,  clafs  of  goods 
rs  accordingly  done  away,  and  the  advance  is  made  only  up- 
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pn  the  white  cotton  goods.     The  bill  was  ordered  foi'  a  thi¥4 
reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  If  oufe  then  refolved  Itfelf 
\nto  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  report  of  the  fele6^ 
committee  on  the  relolution  fent  from  the  Senate,  authorifing 
the  ]?re{ident  to  make  enquiry  of  certain  States,  whether 
they  had  adopted  the  propoled  amendment  to  the  conftitutiqh 
with  refpecl  to  the  fuablhtyi^f  States. 

The  fele6t  committee  diet  not  confine  themfeives  to  this 
iingle  amendment,  as  reported  from  the  Senate,  but  went 
back  to  the  year  1789,  when  twelve  amendments  were  pro- 
pofed  by  Congreis  ;  for  though  they  ilate  eleven  States  out 
of  fourteen  had  ratified  ten  of  thele  amendments  in  the  year 
1 79 1,  yet  they  were  of  opinion,  that  a  doiibt  flight  arife 
whether  eleven  States  ought  to  be  conlidered  as  the  three- 
fourths  of  fourteen  ^  they,  therefore,  wifhed  the  President 
to  be  requeliel  to  make  enquiry  alfo  from  the  iion-ratify^ 
ing  States  on  the  fubjedt  of  thofe  ten  amendments. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  the  refqlution  of  i'tfelf  was  only  excep- 
tionable as  it  had  connection  with  the  ftatement  which  went 
before  it,  in  which  it  was  made  a  queflioh  whether  the  ten 
laft  amendments  of  the  twelve  propofed  by  Congi-efs  to  the 
States  in  March  1789,  were  ever  made  part  of  the  conftitu- 
tion..  He  did  not  wifh  a  doubt  to  be  expreffed  Qn  thisfub- 
jecl.  This  doubt  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  Teemed, 
refted  on  a  fuppofition  that  eleven  were  not  three-fourths  of 
fourteen.  He  could  not  conceive  how  any  doubt  could  arife 
on  this  fa bje^l:,  lince  it  muft  be  acknowledged  by  every  one 
that  II  was  more  than  three -fourths  of  14.  If  the  objec- 
tion arofe  from  14  not  being  diviiible  in  equal  fourth  parts, 
it  was  an  objeflion  to  the  conditution  as  originally  made.  It 
was  formed  by  thirteen  States,  which  was  no  more  diviiible 
into  fourths,  than  14.  On  this  ground,  an  ameridment  could 
never  have  been  made  to  the  conftltution.  He  hoped  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  would  give  them  fome  informal 
lion  on  the  fubje(Sl. 

Mr.  Harper  faid  it  was  not  of  much  importance  whether 
Hie  comliiittee  had  doubts,  or  whether  thofe  doubts  were  well 
founded.  The  committee  ftated  they  had  thefe  doubts. 
He  had  them :  not  whether  1 1  was  three-fourths  of  14, 
according  to  arithmetical  calculation :  every  fchool  boy  knew, 
that  in  that  view,  1 1  was  more  than  three-fourths  of  14  ; 
but  it  was,  whether  you  could  make  a  divifion  of  States.  He 
believed  it  could  not  be  done  -,  he  believed  there  muft  be 
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twelve  ratifying  States,  to  be  three-fourthis,  as  intended  by 
the  conffitutioDj  becaiifethat  number  would  be  three-fourthts 
of  iixteen,  which  was  the  neareft  number  to  fourteen  capa- . 
ble  of  four  equal  divifions.  Whether  this  doubt  was  well 
founded,  or  not,  there  could  be  no  harm  in  directing  the 
enquiry  to  be  made  ;  it  weruld  be  made  as  foon  for  thirteen 
amendments,  as  for  one,  and  if  any  other  State  fhould 
have  ratified  the  ten  amendments,  in  queflion,  all  doubt 
would  be  removed.  Mr.  H.  noticed  an  error  or  two  which 
had  efcaped  the  committee  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  the  refolution  under  confideration  went 
to  d\re£t  the  Prefident  to  apply  to  all  thofe  States,  by  v/hom 
as  far  as  can  be  known  from  the  official  documents  hereto- 
fore tranfmitted,  all  or  any  of  the  amendments  at  any  time 
propofed by  Congrtfs,  ftill  remain  to  be  ratified.  There  coidd 
be  no  occalion  to  make  the  enquiry  with  refpedl  to  all  thefe 
amendments,  unlefs  it  were  taken  for  granted,  that  none 
of  them  had  yet  been  ratified.  He  was  therefore  of  opi- 
nion with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  fijich  an  appli- 
cation would  be  very  improper,  as  bringing  the  ten  laft 
amendments  into  doubt>  which  he  believed  to  be  as  much 
a  part  of  the  conftitution,  as  any  other  article  in  it ;  he 
aUb  thought  them  a  very  valuable  part,  and  not  to  be  trified 
with. 

But,  upon  what  ground,  faid  Mr.  G.  do  the  advocates  of 
this  report,  prove  that  1 1  is  not  tlie  three-fourths  of  14  ? 
The  idea  was  fb  novel,  that  he  could  fcarcely  underftand 
what  principle  they  adopted  in  order  to  create  a  doubt  on 
their  minds  on  this  fubje^t.  To  him  the  pofition  that  1 1 
was  more  than  three-fourths  of  fourteen  appeared  to  be  one 
of  thofe  jfelf  evident  axioms  which  hardly  admit  of  a  proof. 
The  principle  on  which  the  doubt  arofe  muft  be  fo  very  nice, 
fo  abftra^t  that  he  did  not  know  whether  he  was  capable  of 
comprehending  it.  Anxious  as  he  was.  to  avoid  faying  any 
thing  which  might  be  conftrued  as  mifiatement,  he  would 
however  attempt  to  analize  what  h-^  conceived  to  be  the 
ground  of  the  gentleman  h*om  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Harper.) 

It  appeared  to  hnn  th?,t  that  gentleman  thought  that  three 
fourths  in  itfelf  was  not  a  fraction  of  the  unit,  was  not  a  num- 
ber conveying  to  the  mind  the  fimple  idea  of  a  fraftion  j 
but  that  it  was  a  compound  of  fractions,  and  that  the  only 
way  by  which  the  idea  of  three  fourths  could  be  conceived 
was  by  a  decompoiition,  Becaufe  the  idea  of  three  fourths 
was   by   our  numerical  mthmstic  exprefTed   by   the    two" 
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figures  ^-  tliut  gentlemati  was  unable  to  conceive  what  it 
meant  except  by  dccoinpoiltlon,  b/  dividing  the  unit  into 
four  equal  parts  and  niuitiplying  the  refalt  by  3.  And  if 
that  idea  of  three-fourths  had  happened  to  be  exprefied  by 
the  fraction  nine-twelfths  (which  was  the  fame  thing  as  |) 
that  gentleman  could  not  have  conceived  it  except  by  divid- 
ing in  the  iirft  place  the  unit  into  twelve  parts  and  then 
multiplying  the  refult  by  nine.  In  faft  he  denied  the 
exigence  of  any  number,  part  of  a  unit,  except  as  i:  con- 
iiftedof  an  aggregate  of  fuch  parts  as  the  unit  could  exa6tly 
be  divided  into. 

Thus,  when  fpeaking  of  fourteen  States,  although  he 
(Mr.  Gallatin)  could  at  once  underftand  that  three-fourths 
of  fourteen  was  ten  and  a  half,  and  therefore  (admitting,  as 
he  did  together  with  that  gentleman,  that  the  vote  of  a 
State  was  indivilible)  that  eleven  States  v/ere  more  than 
|ths  of  the  fourteen,  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  pro- 
ceeded in  a  different  way.  The  fourth  part  of  fourteen 
being  3  \^  he  fays  th'at  as  a  State  cannot  be  divided,  you  mufl 
take  4  States  inftead  of  32:  for  the  fourth  part  of  14^  and 
then  multiplying  thofe  4  States  by  3  in  order  to  get  the 
three  fourths,  he  concludes  that  twelve  States  are  the  |-  of  14, 
that  12  States  out  of  14  are  nec^ffary  to  ratify  the  amend- 
ments. He  believed  the  gentleman  would  allow  that  he  had 
not  miftated  his  opinion. 

Let  us  now  fee,  faid  Mr.  G.  how  this  doctrine  will  operate. 
It  would  go  to  prove,  in  fome  inftances  that  three-fourths  of 
a  number  is  greater  than  the  whole.  Suppofe  for  inftancc 
the  cafe  of  live  States.  One  fourth  of  five  is  i{- ;  but  as  the 
vote  of  a  State  cannot  be  divided,  you  mufc  call  it  2  ;  or,  as 
the  gentleman  expreffed  it,  5  not  being  diviiible  into  four 
equal  parts,  you  mult  take  the  neareft  number  to  5  capable 
of  fuch  divifion,  tliat  is  to  fay  8,  the  fourth  part  of  which 
iS  2  ;  two,  therefore,  niuft  be  coniidered  as  the  fourth  part 
of  five  States,  and  as  three  multiplied  by  two  is  fix,  it  follows 
according  to  that  gentleman's  doctrine  that  the  three-fcurtiis 
of  5  is  6  !  Suppofe  that,  in  the  conititution,  inftead  of  the 
exprefTion  three-fourths,  it  had  been  laid  that  nine-twelfths 
were  necefTary.  The  number  of  States  v/hen  the  conftitu- 
tion  was  framed  was  thirteen.  In  that  cafe  one-tv/elfth  of 
13  being  i  ij,  you  muft,  the  vote  of  a  State^ being  indivifi- 
blc,  call  it  2  ;  fo  that  in  that  way  of  reckoning,  nine-twelfths 
(which  is  the  fame  thing  as  three-fourths)  of  1 3  is  18! 
Confc<iuently,  the  confent  of  1 8  States  would  have  been  ije- 
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of  a  nation  coniiiling  only  of  13  States. 

Let  us,  fakl  he,  examine  a  little  farther.  The  fame  part 
cfthc  conftitntion  Vv'-hich  provides  for  amendments  of  the 
conftitution,  fays,  that  an  amendment  ihall  be  propofed  by 
two-thirds  of  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs  ;  but  he  fuppofed  the 
vote  of  a  man  was  no  more  divilible  than  that  of  a  State. 
He  wiilied  to  know  therefore,  how  the  gentleman  would 
on  his  principle  calculate  w'hat  were  the  two-thirds  of  the 
members  prefent  v/hen  their  v/hole  number  was  notdiviiibic 
by  three. 

In  making  treaties  he  wifhed  to  know  what  was  meant  by 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  prefent  ?  If  the 
number  prefent  happened  notto  bedivifible  by  three,  would 
that  gentleman  lay,  that,  in  that  cafe,  the  next  number 
above  the  number  prefent  miift  be  taken,  which  would  be  di-i 
viiible  by  3,  and  that  if  two-thirds  of  that  number  did  not 
concur  in  the  vote  for  the  treaty,  no  treaty  fliould  be  rati- 
fied ?  Oil  that  principle,  in  fome  inftances,  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  Senate  would  be  necelTary  to  ratify  a  treaty, 
than  had  been  ufually  underftood  according  to  the  gene- 
rally received  opinion  of  the  feni^  of  the  conftitution  in  this 
refpedl. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  believed  it  would  be  beft  to  reie-fl:  the 
report,  as,  befides  the'  objections  alluded  to,  it  was  con- 
feiTeJ.ly  inaccurate  in  fom.e  of  its  parts,  and  adopt  the  refo- 
lution  fent  from  the  Sen^ite,  which  applied  only  to  the  amend- 
ment refpecting  the  fuubility  of  States.  If  the  houfe  meant 
to  go  any  further,  they  might  introduce  the  firftand  fecond 
ip.mendmenCs  propofed  at  the  fame  timiC  with  the  other  xciii 
but  which  had  not  yet  been  ratitied. 

Mr.  Hnrperfaid,  he  would  add  a  word  or  two' to  what  he 
had  already  ofiered  on  this  fubjeCt.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther the  houfe  thought  with  him  on  this  fubjcft,  that  it  was 
a  doubtful  point  whether  the  ten  amendments  in  cueiliou 
had  been  ratified  according  to  the  fenle  of  the  conllitutioii. 
If  they  did^  they  would  of  courfe  vore  for  the  report. — The 
gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  he  acknowledged,  had  not 
only  uicwn  bis  knowledge  in  Arithmetic,  but  alio  his  Wir, 
vdikh  bad  not  until  now  been  brought  before  them*  In  the 
Le  hffc  he  had  participated  in  common  with 

Speaker)  .was  in  favour  of  rejecting  the 
d  by  the  felect  committee,  as  it  embrasafl 
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i#o  many  obje£ls,  and  held  out  a  khid  of  i]i-vitaLlQn*fo,r 
States  to  come  forward  znd  propofe  amendments  to  the  con- 
ftitution.  He  trufted  the  firft  of  the  amendments,  propof:^d 
in  1789,  relative  to  the  proportion  of  reprefentation,  never 
womI  i  be  agreed  to,  as  it  would  have  extremely  mifchievous 
erle<?rs.  Indeed,  if  any  thing  v^^ere  done  v/ith  refpeft  to  thi.t 
amendm.ent,  he  iliould  think  it  ought  to  be  to  requeil  thbfe 
States  which  have  not  adopted  it,  not  to  do  it,  and  tkat 
thofe  who  have  agreed  to  it,  to  revoke  their  vote  in  favour 
cf  it. 

The  refolution  reported  was  negatived,  v»dthout  diviiion, 
and  that  fent  from  the  Senate  was  agreed  to. 

Penalties, 

The  houie  revived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  bill  to  providefor  mitigatmg  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,' 

-  penalties  and  difabilities  accruing  in  certain  cafes  therein 
mentioned.  # 

Mr,  Livingftori  faid/  he  had  doubts  whether  they  were 
not,  by  this  bill  about  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treafury,  legiflative;  buiinefs.  He  had  other  doubts 
upon  the  flibjeft,  and  in  order  to  gain  inform.ation,  and  bring 
on  a  difcuffion,  he  would  move  to  ftrike  out  the  firft  fe<Stion 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sitgfe?i.ves  did  rrot  know  what  information  the  gen- 
tleman from  New-York  could  expect  from  a  difcuffion  of 
this  bill.  He  would  give  him  all  the  committee  had  in  their 
polTeffion.  A  power  iimilar  to  that  propofed  now  to  be 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  he  had 
had  froLTi  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  government.' 
It  was  a  power  co-exiftent  with  the  revenue  laws,  and  the 
bill  before  them  was  copied  from  din  a£l:  of  the  firll:  Gon- 
grefso  The  lavf  was  limited  to  two  years.  It  had  been  re- 
newed three  or  four  different  times;  but,  as  in  procefs  of 
time,  Gongrefs  found  themfeives  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  different  objec^b  of  taxation,  it  was  found  necelTary  to  ex- 
tend the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  to  other 
cafes,  and  wherever  tax:es  were  laid,  he  had  the  power  given 
him  of  remitting  penalties.  In  fome  cafes,  this  power  v^^as 
fuppofed  to  have  been  omitted  to  be  given,  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  ex^^mine  into  the  lubje(51:.  They  found 
provilions  on  this  fui^je<^t  mdilfei'ent  laws,  and  fome  of  them 
in  the  body  of  laws,  where  no  fuch  thing  could  have  been 
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^"xpe^ed.  Some  of  tliein  had  been  entirely  overiookcd  b^^: 
committees,  and  by  the  judiciary  department;  for  it  was 
extraordinary,  tliat  upon  a  petition  lately  prefented,  the  dif- 
tri<5t  judge  had  put  an  endorfement  upon  it,  that  tiiough  he 
thought  the  cafe  a  hard  one,  he  had  no  power  to  give  relief, 
notwithftanding  there  was  an  ai5l  paiTed  in  1794,  which  gave 
this  power.  The  intention  of  this  bill,  Mr.  S.  laid/ was  not 
tocreate  any  new  principle;  it  was  not  to  give  any  poVvertothe 
Secretaiy  of  the  Treafury  v>^hich  he  did  not  before  pofleis, 
but  to  cotleci:  together  all  the  different  laws  on  toe  fubjecV. 
an  !  to  extend  it  to  one  or  two  inftances  which  were  not  ar 
prefent  comprehended  in  exifting  laws,  viz.  to  the  regifiering 
and  iicenurig  of  veiiels,  &c.  on  the  fubjecl:  of  which  the  time 
of  the  houfe  had  been  confiderably  occupied  by  petitions  for 
remiliions  of  forfeii-iires. 

Mr.  S.  did  not  icnow  that  there  v/as  any  thing  dangerous 
in  the  principle:  he  did  not  expeci:  to  have  had  it  called  in 
qiieiiion.  It  ha.i  been  well  aiTerted  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.' 
Gallatin)  on  another  fubjetfi,  that  there  was  naturally  a  bias 
in  the  mind  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcaiury,  in  favour  of 
keeping 'up  the  revenue,  and  that  he  woulci  therefore  add 
to,  and  preferve  it  by  all  conftitutional  means  in  his  power. 
There  would,  therefore,  be  no  danger  in  placing  the  power 
of  remitting  fines  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  Livingilon  faid,  he  knew  there  was  a  law  fimilar  to 
this  in  exigence  ;  but  what  he  v/anted  was  adifcuflion  upon 
the  principle  of  the  law.  He  believed  the  power  they  were 
about  to  give  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  vvas  lodged 
in  them,  and  that  they  had  no  right  to  delegate  it  to  another. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennfylyania  had  fiid,  that  the  placing 
of  this  power  in  the  hands  propofed,  would  keep  from  that 
houfe  a  number  of  petitions  on  the  fubjecSl  of  penalties  and 
difabilities,  which  v/ould  otherwife  engage  their  attenLion. 
every  fefhon.  But  was  this,  he  aflced,  what  their  confti- 
tuents  fent  them  there  for?  Y/ere  they  to  get  rid  of  buii- 
nefs,  by  throwing  it  upon  their  ofricers?/ He  believed  not; 
he  thought  this  w^as  abuiinefs  wdiich  they  ought  then:irelvcs. 
to  do.  At  any  rate,  he  did  not'tliink  it  fliould'be  piaC'ed  in' 
the  hands  of  any  one  m.an.  ''  Any  forfeirure,'  penalty,  or 
difabiiity,"  were  very  cxrenilve  VN'ords,  and  it  v  as  not  eafy 
to  fee  all  the  cafes  to  which"  they  would  go.  Mr.  L/faid, 
he  recollected  a  particular  cafe,  vvhere  an  ov^aier  of  a  lliip' 
had  not  duly  regiftered  her:  He  was  himfelf  upon  th^ 
committee,  and  the  perfon  came  before  them  on  the  i'ubf 
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jecl'.  Relief  was  granted  J  but  it  was  flrongly  imprenedt  en 
his  mind,  that  the  houfe  was  not  inciined  to  give  it  in  fur 
ture.  If,  on  any  fjture  occafion,  a  limilar  cafe  ihould  come 
before  them,  the  houfe  would  determine  according  to  the 
cn-cumftances  of  the  cafe;  but,  if  t]..ey  delegated  this  power 
to  an  officer,  what  an  influence  it  gnve  hhn  :  Snppcfe  a 
'number  of  rich,  influential  merchants  had  been  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  bw,  what  an  influence  vrould  it  give  to  an  ofli- 
ceXy  to  put  it  in  his  power  to  remit  the  penahy  zittzchcd  to 
the  ofl?ence.  He  thought  it  too  exrenhve  a  power  to  be 
23laced  in  the  hands  of  any  individual,  and  hoped,  there-, 
fors,  the  law  would  not  pafs  fo  haftily  as  it  f^emed  to  be  the 
wifli  of  its  advocates  to  pafs  it. 

Mr.  Ames  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  gentlemen  would 
be  reduced  to  the  nccsflity  of  coniiJering  the    krrccmative 
which  fhould  be  prefented  to  the  houie  with  rdpect  to  the 
revenue  laws,  viz.  either   to  make  them  loofelyj  and  give- 
coniiderable   difcretion  to  the  officers  in   the   execudon   of 
them,  or  make  the  rules   xo  liri'fl  as  to  be  in   fome  degree 
rip'id..     If  this  latter  plan  were  adopted,,  it  would  be  ntCLf- 
faryfcr   them   to  provide  feme  relaxation   in  caies  which 
mipht  bear  hard  upon   in^dviduals.     He  thought  the  latter 
the  bed  mode.     The  Britiih   government  had  adopted  tliis 
mode  ;  they  made  their  lau'-   very   ilri<rt ;  but   they  gave  a 
board  of  excife  power,  to  relax  in  cafes  of  hardfhip.     This 
was  a  delicate  pov/er  •,  but  it  was   neceflary  to  reflde  fome- 
wliere.     And  he  believed  it  would  be  better  placed  in  one 
of  our   Executive   ofiices,  from  feveral  ccnfiderations,  than 
that   houfe   ihould    exercife  jt,  if  it  were  only   to  prevent 
that  fort  of  local  i}^mpathy  vv^hich   could    not  be  prevented 
from   entering,-  if  perions  were  to  come  forward  with  their 
cafes  before  tiiem.      For,   when   one   of  their   conhituent^. 
prenmted  a.dulreiled  ceie,  he  reHed  upon  it,  as  a  m<itter  of 
ccurie,  that  he  would  have  the  fipport  of  his  own  Repre-- 
fentstive.     Ke   believed  this  was.  a  iafe  reliance;,  and  how  ■ 
were  the  houfe  to  guard,  againft  the  influence  v.diich  would 
be  thus  raifedin  behaif  or  every  petitioner  v.  ho  nnight  come 
forward;  n  r  having  once  granted  relief^  it  would  be  pleaded; 
as  a  precedent,  and  any  one   v.  ho  ca:i:e  before   them  mufl-; 
be  attended  to. 

But  an  objection  to  placing  this  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury  had  been  brought  forv^ard,  and 
much  relied  on.  It  was  faid  to  be  legifUjtive,  and  not  ex- 
He  di&red  en'-iie'v    from   thii  ooinion. 
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They  niaue  rules  under  which  to  coilecl:  the  revenue;  but 
to  jftdge  whether  a  man  cJirne  under  them  or  not,  was  execur 
tive  bufinefs.  To-  apply  the  law  which  they  themfelyes 
jpade,  would  be  to  confound  the.leghlative  with  the  execu- 
tive powers.  It  was,  therefore,  proper,  from  every  con- 
uderation,  that  this  remiihon  of  forfeitures,  ihould  be  left 
in  executive  hands,  who  would  be  refponfible  for  its  due  ex- 
ecution. 

Mr.  S'.vanvvnck  faid,  though  he  was  one  of  the  committee 
wdio  brought  in  the  bill,  he  doubted  v/hether  the  power 
propofed  to  be  placed  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  were 
not  too  large  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  any  one  perfbn  ;  he 
Oiould  be  rather  in  favour  of  hxing  upon  a  board  for  this 
purpofe.  He  did  not  know  that  they  were  under  the  ne- 
ceihty  of  ualhng  the  law  this  fcffion*,  if  not,  a  plan  of  this 
kind  might  be  devifed  at  the  next. 

Mr.  Colt  thought  it  wculd  be  befl:  to  pafs  the  law  as  it  "was, 
but  wjth  limitation.  He  thought  if  the  gentleman  from 
New -York  had  attended  to  the  buimefs,he  needed  not  to  have, 
been  quite  fo  inuch  akrmed  on  the  cccalion.  On  the  adop*^ 
tlon  of  the  prefent  government,  it  v/as  found  impoflible  to 
get.  along,  without  having  a  power  placed  fomewdiere  to  remit 
penalties.  '  ,He  believed  the  experience  of  other  nation,  had 
ihewrj  the  neceihty  of  this.  Tbe  nrft  mitigation  law  was 
aaffed;  in  the,  .year  1790.  No  better  mode  could  then  be 
thought  of  than  placing  the  pov/er  in  the  hands  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  .treafury  j  but  the  i:g:uaturc  feemed  to  'have 
i)ad  feme  doubts  withrei]3ecl  to  the  propriety  of  th-e  law,  .as 
tjjiey  oaly  gave  it  a  temporary  cxifrence.  It  had,  however, 
been  renewed  from  time  to  time.  Perhaps  it  mdght  be 
better,  he  fhd,  to  hx  aboard  for  the  purpofe^  but  there 
v,^as  no  time,  for  doing  that  at  prefent.  The  only  queftion  for 
the  prefent  was  to  pafs  the  act,  leaving  the  fyftem  open  for 
improvement  at  any  future  day,  whenever  it  could  be  done.. 
^  A  rnctiou  was  made  for  the  ccmmitiee  to  rife  and  nega- 
tived 3"  to  Qo. 

j^oiVlr.  W  .  j^yrnan  thought  this  pov  cr  too  great  to  be  left  to 
'any  one  n:::n.  He  thought  it  wo^Ad  be  much  better  to  have 
no  law  en  the  thbfeA  than  to  pals  it  in  this  way  1  a  bad  law, 
he  faidj  wculd  be  worfe  than  any  evil  which  cculd  ariie  from 
the  want  of  a  lavi^.  ' 

Mr.  Livingfton  en qijircd,  whether  the  vrord  DifabUity  was 
in  the  old  law.  .  ' 
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Mr.  Sltgreaves  iaicl  it  was  notj  it  v^as  introduced  to  cover 
cafes  refpeding  the  regiltering  of  vefTels,  Sec.  which  were 
now  added  to  the  act.  '  ' 

Mr.  Livingfton  f.rid,  that  word  confiderably  extended  the 
power  propofed  to  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  treafury, 
which  was  not,  as  has  been  fuppofed,  of  a  judicial  nature. 
It  was  not  to  enquire  whether  a  perfon  was  fubje6t  to  the 
penalty  of  our  law,  it  v*ras  a  que ftion  whether  a  penalt]^  in- 
curred ought  to  be'remittedj  as  far  as  it  refpecied  a  parti-" 
cular  individua],  it  was  not,  therefore  a  judicial,  but  a  Ic- 
gillative  qucftion.  If  it  were  a  judicial  power,  it  could  not  be 
vefted  in  the  Secretary  of  the  treafury  ;  and  if  Legiflative,  it 
(hould  not  be  transferred  from  their  handsV  He  faid  it  was 
a  fortof  legifiative  budnefs  v/hich  they  thenifelves  fhould  ex- 
ecute ;  but  if  the  number  of  claims  was  too  great  to  be  at- 
tended to  by  the  legiilature,  it  fhould  not  be  put  into  the 
hands  propofed,  but  a  board  fhould  be  organized  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  from  whofe  judgment  there  fliould  be  an  appeal.  But,. 
as  the  bill  flood,  it  was  leaving  all  to  the  judgment  of  one" 
man?  it  was  a  power  of  a  magnitude  which  t^ie  houfc,  he 
thought,  were  not  av^^are  of.  The  gentleman  frorii  MafTa- 
chufetts,  Mr.  Ames^  had  a&ed  how  they  were  to  guard 
againft  the  local  fympathies  \vhich would  aiqfe  in  that  lioufe, 
if  the  bufinefs  was  left  to  them;  but,  faid  l)e,  "  if  this  be 
difricult  in  iiich  a  body  as  ours,  how  much  more  difficult 
would  it  be  for  an  individual  to  do  juftice  in  all  cafes,,  from' 
whofe  judgment  there  was  to  be  no  appeal  ?  When  he  firft 
rofe,  he  did  not  fee  all  the  length  which  this  power  would 
(TO  •,  but  the  more  he  inveftigated  it,  the  more  Qbje<ftionable 
It  appeared.-    ''     '■ 

Mr.  Ames  thought  himfelf  bound  to  fay  the  fubjccl  was 
not  without  difficulties;  but  they  did  not  get  rid  of  thefe 
diiBc5iltif!s  by  doing  the  buflnefs  themfeiVes-,  for  he  did  be- 
lieve that  the  operation  of  local  prejudices  and  favouritifm 
would  be  greater  in  that  houfe  than  in  an  individual.  But 
waving  this  argument,  he  afked,  whether  the  gentleman  lall: 
wp  could  fuppofe  that  any  thing  like  fyAetri  could  be- expelled-, 
ra  a  popular  body,  wliofe  proper  bufinefs  was  to  make  Ia\ys., 
on  a  fubje61  of  this  kind  ?  If  it  v/as  their  bufinefs  to  make  laws, 
why  not  make  them  perfect  at  hrft  ^^  This  v/as  found  to  be 
impoffible,  fmce  cafes  arofe  which  it  was  not  in  th^Ir  powrr 
tjo  forcfee,  and  whichcould  not  be  provided  for,  except  they 
were  to  provide  as  many  laws  as  there  were  paffions  in  the 
human   frame-     It  was  fomewhat  difficult  to  fay,  of  what 
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iielcription  jthe  power  pro pofed  to  be  lodgeJ  in  the'  Secretary 
of  the  treaiury  was;  it  was  neither  judicial  nor  legiilative  j 
it  feemed  to  be  more  properly  of  the  nature  of  a  chancery 
power.  It  w  as.  a  povv er,  however,  which  mii ft  fomewhere 
exift,  if  their  laws  were  made  ftrictly.  The  queftion  was, 
where  fliail  it  be  placed  ?  As  he  had  before  faiit,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  well  placed  in  that  houie  ;  it  would  be  to 
(iirty  their  fingers.  He  did  not  fuppofe,  indeed^  that  gen- 
tlemen would  be  bribed;  yet,  thoughthey  were  not  influenced 
by  money,  ftill  there  would  be  a  fort  of  infiuence  which 
could  not  t>e  prevented  ;  for  if  one  of  his  conilituents  were 
to  come  to  him  and  requeft  relief,  he  ihould  iind  himfelf  ne- 
ceiTarilyintereftcd  in  his  behalf;  but  if  this  power  were  pla- 
ced in  one  of  their  officers,  or  in  a  board,  there  would  be  a 
refponiibility  which  would  be  fome  fort  of  fecurity  for  proper 
condu6l.     Hej  therefore,  preferred  that  mode. 

Mr.  Coif  moved  an  amendment,  limiting  the  continuation 
of  the  bill  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  was  oppofed  to  the  limitation. 

Mr.  Swab  wick  was  in  favour  of  it ;  as  he  thought  the  fliort* 
iiefs  of  the  time  for  which  the  bill  was  enacted,  was  the' only 
thing  which  v/ould  make  it  in  any  degree  palatable. 
,  The  committee  rofe  ;  and  when  the  queftion  was  about 
io  be  put  on  the  bill's  going  to  a  third  reading. 
V  Mr.  Livingilon  moved  that,  inftead  of  the  power  being 
lodged  in  thehands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  treafury^  it  iliould 
be  placed  in  the  Vice-Prelident  of  the  United  States,  the 
Secretary  of  the  treaiury,  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
attorney  general.  No  gentleman,  he  faid,  had  fhewn  the 
propriety  of  placing  all  this  power  in  tlie  hands  of  one  perfon; 
he  thought  therefore,  it  woiild  be  fafer  in  thofe  of  four  or 
five,  as  there  wouH  be  a  better  guard  againft  local  aile^lion 
or  favour  ;  for,  notwithftanding  what  had  been  faid  to  the 
contrary,  it  was  certainly  more  diincult  to  influence  feveral 
men  than  one  m,an. 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  this  amendment  was  negatived, 
ther^ being  only  19  votcL  in  Its  favour.  The  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  beengrofied  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow.       » 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  gave  notice  that  he  ftiould  to-morrow  call 
tip  the  bill  for  thfi  accommodation  of  the  Freildent.  ** 

Adjourne  f. 
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Account  of  I^^eceipts  and  E^^ 

commencmg  on  the  lil  day  of  Oftober,  1795$ 


Doh.   Cis. 


Fof  amount  of  Expsiidltures  during  fald  period 
under  the  followiRg  heads^  viz. 

Civil  department              -              -              -              _     .         -  438,217  -67 

Military  department                -              -              -              -  1,263,275   69 

Diplomatic  department                   -              „              _              -  69,388   89 

Mifcellanecus  expenfes           ^„              -              _              -              -  39,445  03 

Contingent  charges -of  government           -              -              -  13,51897 

Support  and  eredion' of  light-houfes                r              -              -  39,92781 

Inter  eft  on  domeftic  loans             -              -              -              -  324,500 

Trade  with  the  Indians-         _              -              »              -             -  50,000 

Naval  department           -             -             -             -             -     .  310,906  07 

Fortifications  of  ports  and  harbours                  -              -              -  46,788   70 

Military  penfions           -              -              -              -              -  -97)367  45 

Anmiities  and  grants             _              -              _             _              .  2,652  21 

Intereft  on  domeflic  debt,  &c.                    -              -              -  2,808,200  24 

Mint  eftablifhment                -              -              -              -              -  46,330  I9 

Dutch  debt          .            -              -              -              -              -  991,649  47 

French  debt              -              -              -              -              -              -  181,500 

Debt  due  to  foreign  officers         -             -              -             ~  19,149  9  S 

Payment  for  unclaimed  merchandize               -              -              -  50  7S 

Protection  of  American  feamen                .i              -              -  5>ooo 

Temporary  Domeflic  Loans,  viz. 

1796,  Auguft  18.  On  account  of  the  loan  of  5^23 jj 00  dollars 
obtained  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  the  25th  May, 

1792                  --                 -                 -„                 »  I20,0G0^ 
Appropriation  for  carrying  into  efifeil:  the  treaty  between  the 

United  Spates  and  the  king  of  Spain           ...  4-030 
Apprc-pria'doil  for  carrying  into  c;ue(ft  the  treaty  between  the 

United  States  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain              -  -          7,555  54 
Appropriation  for  carrying  into  efr-tt  the  tre?.ty  between  the 

United  States  and  certain  hof- ilc  Indian  tribes,  north-weft  of 

the  river  Ohio 


0,500 


Balance  in  the  Treafurer's  hands  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1796         -  -  -       Dollars,  1,045,212    13 

:^rom  which  dedudl  v/arrants  remaining  unpaid 
on  that  day,  v/hlch  are  charged  as  expendi- 
tures in  this  P^atemcnt        -  -  -  6,918  62 


The  balance  lubje.fo:  to  warrants  on  the  ift  of  0*51obe.r,   1796, 

therrfore  wa-^ "  --"-■-  1,033,293  5 ^ 


Carried  for zi-ard.       7,911,248    2C 
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PENDiTUREs  of  the  United  States,  i  q.^ 

and  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1796.      5 

Dok,  Cts. 
By  balancq  in  the  hands  of  the  Treafurer,  on  the  30th  Septem* 
ber,  1795  -  -  -     Dollars,    447**7^:  9^ 

iDedud  warrants  drawn  on  him  previous  to 
the  ifl:  October,  179J,  which  remained 
unpaid  that  day  =,  -  ,     77»445  ^^i 

Balance  fubjedt  to  warrant  on  the  ift  OiSober,  1795,  369>3s,6  29 

Monies  received  into  the  Treafury  as  follow : 
For  duties  on  merchandize  and  tonnage,  in  the  quarter  end- 
ing 31ft  December,  1795  -  1,354,915 
31ft  March,        1796       -             -        1,177,882  13 
30th  June,           — -~              -               1,680,128  25 

30th  Sept.  ■        -  -       1,923,011  26 

— ■  6,1355936  64 

For  duties  on  fpirits  diSiiled  in  the  United  States,  and  on 
ftills ;  on  fales  at  auftion ;  on  licences  for  felling  wines 
and  fpirituous  liquors  by  retail;  on  carriages  for  the  con- 
veyance of  perfons ;  on  refined  fugar,  and  on  fnuff  and 
fnuff  mills,  in  the  quarter  ending 

31ft  December,  1795,  -  -  127,239  18 

3lil  March,        1796,       -  -  119,458   75 

30th  June,  -  '  97,151  95 

30th  Sept,  „  -  -       125,729  43 


For  poftage  of  letters,  in  the  quarter  ending 

31ft  Dec.  1795,         - 

30th  March,  1796,  -  18,760  27 

30th  June,       -  -       12,149  57 

30th  Sept.        -  a8,ooo 


For  dividends  on  capital  ftock  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  due  the  31ft  Dec.       1795,  -  80,000 

30th  June,    1796,      -         -     80,000 


For  fees  on  letters  patent,  in  the  quarter  ending  the 

31ft  December,  1795,  -  90 

3111  March,         1796,        -  -  360 

30th  June,   ^ .  -         330 

30th  September,— — ■       -         -     480 


Domeilic  Loans. 

In  the  quarter  ending  ^he  31ft  December,  1795,  on  account 
of  the  loan  of  500,000  dollars,  per  a<fl  of  3d  March, 
1795,  -  .  -  .  500,000 

In  the  quarter  ending  the  30rh  September,  1796, 
on  account  of  the  loan  of  320^000  dollars,  per 
act  of  3:fl  of  May  -  '  -  -  120,000 


469,579  31 

58,909  84 

160,000 

i,26q 


62o,oGa 


Carrlsd  fot'ivarJ,  Ji^iSyS  ^^ 

4P 


Dots.  €it 

Brought  Jortvard        7,8l5„5I2.      % 

ferances  ^yit  the  tJnited  States  under  late 
government. 

Jn.  the   quarter  ending   31ft  Dec.  1795.     From 

James  Lovell,  receiver  of  contiisental  taxes  far 

the  ftate  of  MaiTachufetts — Balance  due  by  him   1,766  1^4: 
In   the  (parter  ending  31ft  March,   1796-.   From 

Edward  CarringtqHi  late  deputy  quar ter-maf- 

ter  general,  for  public  property  ibid  -  37^ 

In  'C{ic-  quarter  ending, 30tV  June,  1 796;     From 

Rums  King,    on  account   of  balance  due  by 

John  AlfopaR<i  others  -  2,871  15 

Edward  Garrington,  late  deputy  quar- 

ter-mafter  general,  for  public  pro- 
'  party  Ibid  -  -  629  34 

3500  49" 

?n-  the  .quarter  ending  30th  Sept.  1796.     From 

the  truilees  in  behalf  of  the-  creditors  of  Tho- 
mas  Kuggins,    deceafed,    late  commilTary    of 

ijurchafes  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland  I)I7B   25 

Re-paymepts. 

In  the  quarter  ehdhig  the  30th  June,'  1796.  From 
Samuel  A.  Otis,  balance  of  monies  advanced  him 
for  paying  the  compenfations  due  to  the  Senators 
of '  the  United  States  -  -  -         4,088   S5 

In  the  quarter  endmg  30th  September,  1 796.  From 
Tohn  Jay,  late  envoy  to  the  court  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, balance  due  by  him  -  -  496  09- 


Cents  and  half  Cents  coined  at  the  Mint. 

In  the  quarter  ending  31ft  March,   1796'  -  3,058 

30th  June,  -•  -     2,923   70 

30th  September,  -  3,00 

^utjds  ariii^g  from  fix  per  cent,  flock 
loaned  and  purchafed  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

In  i*he  quarter  ending  31ft  Decern..  1 795  -  5 2: ,300 

30th,  June,      I79-6     -•  *       26,750 


6,819  7^ 


ba,. 


6y%Zl       7«' 


73,050 


Dollars  7,911,248    20 


JOSEPH  N0I7RSE,  RegiJIer. 


TaSA  sPRr    .Ov.PARTMF.NT, 

l^''gyl,'r''.--Offj:e,   2^.th  Nov.    179,6* 
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S).4layi  7,911,248   2fc 


(       66Z       ) 
Saturday  J  February  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D wight  Foftcr,  the  future  tirtib  of 
s:neeting  was  fixed  at  eleven  o'clock. 

The  bill  for  laying  additional  duties  upcxn  certain  articles  of 
impoft,  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  lipon  the  qneftion 
being  put  for  its  palling,  it  was  carried  by  Yeas  and  Nays  as 
follows  : 

YEAS. 


Fiflier  Ames, 
Theodorus  Bailey> 
Abi^aham  Baldwin, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Theophilus  Bradbury^ 
Daniel  Buck, 
Demfcy  Burges, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Gabriel  Chriftie, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton, 
Jolliua  Coit, 
'William  Cooper, 
William  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana, 
James  Davenport, 
George  Dent, 
William  Findley, , 
Abiel  Fofrer, 
Dwight  Foiler, 
JeiTe  Franklin, 
Nathaniel  Freeman^  jun. 
James  Gillefpie, 
Nicholas  Gilman, 
Henry  Glenn, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Chriftopher  Greenup, 
Roger  Grifwold, 
Wade  Hampton, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
Thomas  Hartley/, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
Thomas  Hcnderfon, 


William  Hindman, 
Andrew  Jackfon, 
Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
George  Leonard, 
Edward  LivingOron, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
John  Milled ge, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Page,  ' 

Eliiha  R.  Potter, 
John  Reed, 
John  Richards, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Tompfon  J.  Skinner, 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
Yv^ihiam  Sm.ith, 
Thomas  Sprigg, 
William  Struuvvick, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thom^as, 
MarkThomion, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Peleg  Wadnvorth,  and 
John  Williams^  67. 
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David Bard,  '                  Francis  Malbone, 
Nathan  Bryan,  Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg,, 
Ifaac  Coles,  Jofiah  Parker, 
George  Ege,  John  Patten, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Sitgreaves. 
John  Hathorn,  Samuel  Smith, 
John  Heath,  Richard  Sprigg,  jun^ 
James  Holland,  John  Swanwick, 
George  Jackfon,  Abraham  Venable,  and 
"William Lyman,  Richard  Winn.          2i. 
Samuel  Maclay, 

Mr.  Williams  laid  arefolution  upon  the  table  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  treafury,  for  information  refpecting  the 
lexpenditure  of  certain  fums  of  money  mentioned  in  his  late 
report  to  have  been  dravv^-n  from  the  treafury  for  defraying 
the  expences  attending  the  Intercourfe  with  Foreign  I^'ations. 
The  reafon  of  the  motion,  he  faid,  was  on  account  of  the 
intricacy  of  the  account  of  Mr.  Randolph. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  mitigating  or  remitting 
the  forfeitures,^  penalties  and  difabilities  accruitig  in  certam 
cafes  therein  mentioned,  was  entered  upon.        ♦ 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Livingfton  faid,  the  precipitancy  with  vv'hich  this  till 
was  paffed  through  the  houfe,  had  given  little  opportunity  to 
to  difcufs  its  merits.  There  was  a  new  expreiiion  in  it, 
%hich  was  nof  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  other  bills,  viz. 
^{D//iciZ'i/i/)',  which  would  have  a  very  extenfive  eirfedl.  It 
could  fcarcely  be  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  give  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  treafury  the  power  to  pardon  crimes  againft 
the  United  States.  Yet  if  this  bill  paiTed,  the  crime  of 
Perjury  might  be  pardoned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  treafury. 
It  would  alfo  be  in  his  power  to  pardon  crimes  of  conilderable 
magnitude,  which  difquallfied  perfons  from  holding  any 
office  un Jer  government.  A  recurrence  to  the  revenue  laws 
would '{hew  this  to  be  the  cafe.  Time  had  not  permitted 
him  to  go  through  the  wdiole  of  the  reveiras  lavrs,  but  he 
-wrould  enumerate  a  few  inftances  upon  which  this  power 
would  operate.  In  the  14th  fection  of  the  a^ft  for  fecuriDg 
the  duties  upon  foreign  anJ  domeftic  diitilled  fpirtis,  it  v/as 
enabled  that  no  fupervifor  orco'ietlor  ih  ould  carry  on  any 
trade  in  any  of  the  articles  upon  which  a  duty  was  laid  '^  and 
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if  any  fuch  ofEcer  iliouid  be  CQnvi£ted  of  fo  trading,  he  was 
to  be  difqualified  for  1 7  yearSj  and  fined  100  dollars  for  every 
month  he  iliail  have  been  fo  concerned.  *By  the  67th  fe(?tioia 
of  tiiQ  ace  for  providing  more  etFeflually  for  the  fecurity  of 
duties  on  goods  imported,  it  was  enafted,  that  in  all  cafes 
where  an  oath  was  required,  if  the  perfon  fo  fv/earing  fhall 
fv/ear  falfely,  he  fhall  pay  afum  not  exceeding  1000  dollars, 
er  be  imprifone:i  12  mpnths.  He  mentioned  another  in- 
flance  or  two  of  a  limilar  kind. 

By  the  bill  before  them  Mr.  L.  faid,  wherever  any  perfon 
incurred  any  pena'lty,  finej  or  difabihty,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treafury  would  have  the  power  to  remit  them  3  he  wQuld 
not  only  have  the  power  to  do  this,  but  alfo  to  pardon 
crimes,  and  perjury,  after  a  perfon  had  been  convicted  by  a 
jury  ef  his  country.  Such  was  the  .power  which  they  were 
about  to  put  into  the  hands  of  one  of  their  officers. 

Mr.  Coitfaid  it  was  extraordinary  that  the  gentleman  from 
New-York  iliould  be  fo  alarmed  at  this  bill  He  feenied  to 
have  attended  to  the  fabje6t,  but  not  fully.  This  bill  was  In 
all  refpe<51:s  the  fame  as  the  old  one^  except  that  the  word 
difabihty  was  added.  Let  uS,  faid  hcj  examii^e  the  cafes 
where  the  Secretary  of  the  treafuryfhall  have  power  to  remit, 
cf  Whe«ever^ny  perfon  fhall  have  incurred  any  ine,  &c.  he 
ihailprofei^his  petition  lo  the  chfi:ri6l;  judge,  praying  the 
fame  to  be  mitigated  orremitted,  the  faid  judge  fhall  enquire, 
in  a  fummary  mannsr,  into  the  circun^ftances  of  tshe  cafe, 
firfl;  cauflng  notice  to  \)e  given  to  the  perfon  clainaing  the 
iine,  and  to  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  fuch 
di{l:ri£t,  that  each  may  have  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  caufe 
againft  the  mitigation  or  remiffion  thereof,  and  fliall  caufe 
the  facls  to  be  ftated  and  annexed  to  the  petition,  and  diredt 
their  tranfmlffion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  treafury,  who  fhall 
h?.ve  power  to  mitigate  or  remit,  &c."  If  there  flioiild  be 
any  appearance  of  an  intention  to  defraud,  the,  penalties 
would  not  be  remitted,  but  only  where  tliey  fhall  have  been 
incurred  through  ignorance  or  miftake.  It  was  made  the 
duty  of  officers  to  profecute  in  all  cafes,  and  it  was  necefiary, 
therefore,  in  fome  to  remit  the  fines.  BJowever  extraordi- 
nary the  gentleman  might  think  this  power,  it  had  been  ex- 
ercifed  eight  years,  and  no  material  inconvenience  ha4  arifen 
from  it. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  apologized  for  occupying  the  time  of  the 
houfe  when  it  was  fo  precious  as  at  prefent ;  but  he  thought 
it  nscelTary  to  fay  a  fev^  words  in  anfwer  to  the   gentleman 


f>om  New- York,  With  reipe(St  to  the  powei*  given  to  remit 
Bnes,  &c.  under  the  law  laying  a  duty  on  fpirits,  and  on 
goods  imported,  that  power  exifted  at  this  time.  The  bill 
before  theiti  would  have  no  new  operation  on  thofe  cafes. 
Nor  would  this  bill  by  any  means  extend  fo  far  as  to  pardon 
Perjury  or  crimes  of  any  defcription.  Indeed  it  v^as  worthy 
of  obfervation,  to  fee  with  what  cars  the  power  was  guarded. 
There  was  no  reafonable  ground  of  apprehenfion  that  fi- 
vouritifm  could  at  all  offerate  in  this  bufinefs;  becaufe  the 
Secretary  would  only  have  power  to  pardon  or  mitigate  after 
a  petition  had  been  prefented  to  the  judicial  courts  and  the 
fa£ts  had  been  ftateJ  to  him-  from  a  judicial  enquiry;  fo  that 
there  could  be  no  danger  of  his  exerciiing  the  power  impro- 
perly, as,  in  cafes  where  there  was  any  intention  of  fraud, 
penalties  would  not  come  to  him  for  remiffion.  If  the  gen- 
tleman could  point  out  how  crimes  or  perjury  could  be  com- 
mitted, without  intention,  there  would  be  fome  weight  in 
his  argument,  but  not  otherwife. 

Mr^  Livingfton  faid,  the  anfwer  which  the  gentkman  from 
PennfyWania  had  given  to  his  obje^lions  to  this  bill,  might 
appear  to  his  own  mind  very  compleat  and  concludve  ; '  but 
they  did  not  appear  fo  to  him^.  He  told  them  the  law  now  in 
force  was  in  effect  the  fame  with  the  prefent  bill,  and  yet  he 
allowed  that  the  word  "  difability,"  was  introduced  here, 
though  not  in  former  bills.  He  had  fliewn  to  v/hat  an  ex- 
tent this  would  lead,  in  pardoning  crimes,  Perjury,  Sec.  But, 
fay  gentlemen,  the  Secretary  of  the  treafary  will  have  power 
to  do  this,  only  in  certain  cafes,  where  the  penalties.  Sec. 
have  been  incurred  without  intention  of  fraud.  But  who, 
he  afked,  v/as  to  judge  of  this  ?  The  Secretary  of  the  trea- 
fury.  Who  was  to  call  him  to  account,  in  cafe  of  improper 
conduct?  Nobody.  But  it  was  faid  the  matter  muft  firfc 
undergo  an  examinati-onof  the  diftri^t  judge  ;  but  fa  id  Mr. 
L.  in  this  cafe,  he  only  acfls  as  aninftrument,  and  not  as  a 
judicial  officer,  fince  he  only  collected  the  fa£ls  and  tram- 
mitted  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  treafary. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  there  was  more  in  the  objections  of  the 
gentleman  from  Nev/-York,  than  gentlemen  feemed  to. 
anfwer.  It  was  not  anfwering  thofe  objections  to  fliy  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  treafury  would  only  remit  fines  when  ofren^ 
ces  v/ere  not  wilfully  committed.  The  obje6tion  was,  thai: 
he  was  fet  over  the  judicial  power.  There  feemed,  to  be 
another  objection.  The  Conftitution,  he  faid,  had  given 
power  to  the  Prefident  to  pardon  crimes.     If  remitting  dif» 


(      672       ) 

nbiUties  were  tantamount  to  pardoning  crimes  it  was  giving 
to  another  perfon  a  power  which  belonged  onlj  the  Prefident, 
But  he  doubted  whether  the  mere  removal  of  difability,  could 
be  confidered  as  pardoning  crimes.  He  thought  they  fhould 
be -careful  of  introducing  new  words  into  laws,  fince,  by 
doing  lo,  too  great  powers  might  be  given.  He  fuppofed 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  re-commit  the  bill,  in  order 
to  alter  it  according  to  the  old  law. 

The  queftion  on   palling  the  bill  was  taken  by  Yeas  and 
Nays. 


^YEAS. 


FUiier  Ames, 

Abraham  Baldwin,, 

Theophiltis  Bradbury^ 

Daniel  Buck, 

Jofhua  Coitj 

Y/illlam  Craik, 

Samuel  W.  Dan^j 

James  Davenport.. 

George  Dent* 
George  Ege^ 

Abiel  Fofterj 
Dvvight  Fofter, 
Nathaniel  Freeman^  jub. 
Ezekiel  Gilbertj 

James  Giliefpie:. 
Henry  Glen^ 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Grifwoidj 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Flartleyj 
John  Hathorn, 
Thomas  Henderfon, 
William  Hindman, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
George  Leonard, 


Samuel  Lyman> 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
Francis  Malbone, 
John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenbergj, 
William  Vans  Murrsy^, 
Alexander  D.  Orrj» 
lofiah  Parker, 
Eliflia  R.  Pottfer, 
John  Reed, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves* 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smithv 
Ilaac  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Thomas  Sprigg., 
Zephariiah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher* 
Richard  Thomas, 
Mark  Thomfon, 
John  E.  Van  Allen^ 
Peleg  Wadfworthj  d.hd 
John  William  % 


HAYS. 


Theodorus  Bailcyj 
David  Bard, 
Tho  m  as  Blount, 


Nathan  BryaD, 
Demfey  Burges* 
Samuel  J.  CabeD. 
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jriionias  Claiborne,  Anthony  Ne^v^ 

tiaac  Coles,  John  Nicholas, 

JeiTe  Franklin  J  John  Page, 

Albert  Gallatin.  John  Patten, 

Chriftopher  Greenup,  John  Richards, 

Jonathan  N.  Havens j  Robert  Rutherford^ 

John  Heath,  John  S;  Sherburne, 

James  Holland,  Tompfon  J.  Skinner, 

Aridrew  Jackfon^  Ifrael  Smith, 

George  Jackfon,  Richard  Sprigg,jum 

Edward  Livingfton,  William  Strudwick, 

Matthew  Locke,  J^^-^  Swanwick, 

William  Lyman,  rhillip  Van  Cortlandt>       and 

Samuel  Maelay,  Richard  Winn.  34 

Mr.  D.  Fofter,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  Griffin  Griffith,  of  William 
Laken  by  Jeremiah  Smith  hk  attorney,  of  John  Rearden,  of 
Philip  Tabor,  and  of  John  Wooton,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported  a  bill  authorifing  the  receipt  of 
Evidences  of  the  Public  Debt  for  lands  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 
The  houfe  went  into  a  committee  upon  it,  made  a  report, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Swanv/ick  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Brown, 
and  another  providing  for  the  erection  of  certain  buoys  in  and 
near  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  which  v/ere  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  on  Pvlonday. 

Mr.  Brent  reported  a  bill  for  incorporating  the  Com- 
n^iffioners  of  the  city  of  Wafliington,  in  the  diftrivSl  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  was  difpofed  of  in  the  fame  way. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  V/.  Smithj  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  tb.e  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  profecution  of  the  claims  of  certain  citizens  oF 
the  United  States,  for  the  property  captured  by  the  Belli- 
gerent Powers,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  reading  of  the  refolution  v/hicli 
dire6led  the  bill  to  be  brought  in.  It  dlrecled  an  inquiry  td 
be  msAt  into  the  fuHjeft,  and  if  it  were  found  expedient  to 
pay  the  expence  incurred,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
expence;  but  the  bill  reported  v/as  merely  an  appropriatior^ 
bilh 

a  O 
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[The  Refoiution  not  being  found,  after  a  few  minutes 
ienrch] 

Mr.  Sewall  faid  he  was  upon  the  committee  who  made 
this  report.  The  committee  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  go 
Irto  the  enquiry  with  refpe£t  to  the  propnety  of  the  expence. 
r  ro  ii  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treafary,  it  feemed 
v*Sf  )lntel;'  neceifary  to  appropriate  the  fum  of  50,000  dollars. 
Yv^jta  re]  peel  to  the  expence  to  be  incurred  in  this  bullnefs,  it 
vras  not  likely  to  be  very  great,  as  our  agent  h^d  otders  to  de- 
c]u6t  the  expence  of  every  fuit  from  the  fum  recovered.  The 
cammittce  had  therefore  reported  a  bill,  which  in  the  fiffr  pa- 
ragraph, recognized  the  propriety  of  this  bufmefs,  legalized 
what  had  been  done,  and  appropriated  the  money  wanted  for 
this  year.  This  the  committee  thought  fulfilling  the  bufinefs 
which  was  referred  to  them.  The  other  queftion  relative  to 
the  conftitutional  pov/er  of  the  Preiident,  might  have  led  to 
coalider.ible  debate,  without  effecting  any  valuable  pin"pofe. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  readinjy  of  Mr.  Pickerino's  let- 
ter,  of  February  14,  1797.  It  was  read.  It  ftated  that 
about  20I.  fterling  had  been  advanced  to  the  Proiflors  on 
eachcaufej  that  the  whole  num.ber  of  caufes  under  Mr.  Bay- 
ard's care  in  September  laft,  was  about  300;  that  the  coft  of 
each  caufe  was  efiiimated  at  about  2 5 oh  that  it  had  been  pro- 
pofed  to  elafs  the  caufes,  and  fele6t  one  from  each  for  trial; 
what  the  eventual  ccft  to  the  United  States  would  be  was  un- 
certain; as  the  expence  was  to  be  deducted  from  every  caufe 
which  was  fuccefsful;  the  expence  of  thole  which  were  not 
fuccefsful,  would  of  courfe  fall  on  the  United  States;  and  that 
provifion  lliould  be  made  for  this  expence  was  indifpenfible, 
fince  Mr.  Bayard  had  pledged  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
to  difcharge  it. 

The  refoiution  which  had  been  before  called  for  was  prc- 
duceii  and  read. 

Mr,  Gallatin  faid,  it  woHid  be  recolie<Sled,  that  the  appro- 
priation contained  in  this  bill,  was  firft  brought  in,  in  the  ge- 
neral appropriation  bill.  It  was  ftruck  out  of  that  bill,  and 
the  refoiution  juft  read  v/as  entered  into,  in  order,  if  the  mo- 
ney \¥3,s  to  be  appropriated,  that  the  expence^ Ihould  at  the 
fj.me  tune  be  authorized. 

The  firH:  ieclion  ot  this  bill  was  in  the  fame  form  as  a  com- 
mon appropriation,-  and  the  item  might  as  well  have  remained 
in  the  general  appropriation  bill,  as  to  have  came  in  this  form.  . 
The  fecond  feftion  of  the  bill  eftablifhed  the  principle,  and  de- 
cided that  the  monev  whieh  mav  be  advanced  bv  the  United 
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States  for  paying  the  expence  of  the  fuits,  Ihoiild  be  refundr 
ed  in  a  certain  manner ;  but  they  have  not  uccidcd  upon  the 
principle  whether  only  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  expence 
fliould  be  paid.  They  have  only  authorized  the  Prefidcnt  to 
appropriate  the  money,  in  the  ufual  form  of  appropriations. 
They  have  faid  lb  mucli  money  fiiall  be  appropriated;  the 
manner  in  which  it  iliould  be  applied  was  not  determined. 
This  was  what  wzs  done  in  relation  to  the  Algerine  bufmefs, 
and  what  fliouhi  be  done  in  this  cafe.  He  thought  they 
fhould  take  the  Rib^ect  under  couiideration,  and  fay  how  far 
they  meant  to  go  in  the  bufinefs.  If  they  authorlfed  tl^e 
Prefi.ientto  expend  50^000  dollars,  as  part  of  the  expences, 
they  fliould  fay  whether  they  meant  to  appropriate  for  the 
whole  expence  to  be  incurred.  The  letter  which  had  been 
read,  informed  them  that  our  Agent,  Mr.  Bayard,  ha,l  pie;!g- 
ed  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  defray  the  Avliole  ex- 
pence,  and  if  they  appropriated  the  money  without  autho- 
rizing the  expence,  they  would  recognize  the  power  of  the 
Prefident,  or  of  our  agent,  to  do  this.  He  therefore  con- 
ceived, that  the  only  way  in  which  the  bufinefs  could  be  done 
was,  to  fay  how  far  they  would  authorize  thePreiiJenc  of  the 
United  States  to  pledge  the  faiih  of  tlie  nation.  If  they 
meant  to  defray  the  Vvdiolc,  to  fay  to ;  if  only  part,  to  fay  fo, 
and  not  appropriate  50,000  dollars^  which  would  not  be  one- 
fourth  of  the  expence,  but  which  would  ackncwiedge  the 
thing  itfeli  He  withed  the  bufmefs  to  be  done  in  a  ciired 
way. 

Mr.  G.  faid,  he  had  mentioned  the  other  day,  that  he 
conceived,  that,  under  the  general  claufc  of  appropriation  for 
foreign  intercourfe,  the  Prefident  was  authorized  to  apply 
die  money  thus  generally  appropriated,  to  that  fpecinc  ob- 
je£l  and  therefore  he  agreed  with  the  committee  in  laying,  in 
addition  to  the  fums  heretofore  appropriated,  &c.  But  let 
us,-  faid  he ,  inquire  into  the  expence.  They  had  been  told, 
th^t  in  September  Vail,  that  the  whole  number  of  caics  was 
about  306,  the  coil  of  which  would  be,  reckoning  them  &i 
250I.  fterling  each,  7c;, cool,  fterhng.  At  prcdent,  only 
20I.  fferiing  had  been  advanced  on  each,  making  a  fum  cf 
6,oool,  there  would,  therefore,  be  v»-anting  to  complete  t;h.e 
•whole  69,0001.  fterling.  We  might,  la.id  he,  ei^-her  deckire 
our  afTenttoit,  merely  becaufe  Mr.  Bayard,  or  our  execu- 
tive, has  pledged  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore put  us  under  the  necefiity  of  doing  this  acl ;  or  we 
might  authorize  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  not  only 
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in  this  cafe^  but  in  iill  others  under  his  direction.-  We  migb-t 
even  go  farther.  It  was  well  known  that  depredations  had 
been  committed  upon  the  property  of  our  merchants  by  ano- 
ther power.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that  fome  amicable  means 
of  fettlement  would  alfo  be  agreed  upon  with  that  power, 
for  the  purpofe  of  gaining  reftitution  to  our  citizens,  and  as 
the  Prelident  had  pledged  the  faith  of  the  nation  in  the  cafe 
of  Great  Britain,  he  might  alfo  do  it  with  France.  We 
might  therefore,  faid  Mr,  G.  adopt  the  principle  that  not 
having  a  naval  power  to  defend  our  commerce,  v/e  meant  to 
affift  our  merchants  in  getting  reftitution  for  the  property 
which  is  from  time  to  time  taken  from  them  by  the  Bellige- 
rent powers;  or  elfc  we  might  fay  that  we  are  not  under  the 
necefiity  of  doing  this  5  but  that  in  this  inftance  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  being  pledged,  though  without  authority, 
yet  being  done,  we  found  ourfelves  in  fome  degree,  under  a 
reftraint  to  pay  the  money.  One  or  other  of  thefe  opinions 
ihould  be  expreffed.  He  had  endeavoured  to  amend  the 
bill ;  but  he  found  it  difficult  to  introduce  the  ideas  he  wifli- 
ed,  by  an  amendment  on  the  floor.  He-fuggefted  the  amend- 
ment he.  had  thought  of,  but  which  did  not  altogether  meet 
his  ideas.  He  v;ould  rather  introduce  a  new  feclion  than 
amend  this.  He  therefore  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  firfl  fee-, 
tion  of  the  bill.  •  '. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  it' appeared  to  him  a  very  important  bu~ 
finefs,  independent  of  the  two  principles  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  fi*dni  Pennfylvania.  They  were  called  upon  for 
an  expencs  of  2  or  300,000  dollars,  which  was  never  be-^ 
fore  heard  of,  and  for  which  they  were  told  the  faith  of  the 
nation  was  pledged.  This  he  thought  very  extraordinary, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  on  his  mind,  that  the  Prefident  had  no 
right  to  make  this  pledge.  '  ' 

Pie  recollefted  when  Mr.  Bayard  went  from  this  countrys 
it  was  at  the  beginning  of  a  feffion  of  Congrefs ;  and  if  it  was 
known  during  the  fitting  of  Congrefs,  that  this  expence  was 
to  be  incurred,  it  was  remilTnefs  in  the  Prefident  not  to  have 
informed  them  of  it.  If,  indeed,  this  expence  was  contem- 
plated, or  the  pledging  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  at 
that  time,  he  did  not  think  the  legifiature  had  been  properly 
treated,  orthatthecondu^l  of  the  executive  was  juftifiable, 
He  was  not  prepared  to  fay,  that  the  United  States  fliould  be 
bound  to  pay  the  expence  of  profecuting  the  claims  of  our  cif 
tizens;  but,  as  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged  to  pay  the 
money,  (whether  juftly  or  not]  he  muil  fay  they  \vere  oblige 
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^d  to  pay  It- — they  had  no  choice— they  mufu  pay  the  mo- 
ney. 

He  thought  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures 
had  not  reported  fuch  a  bill  as  they  ought  to  ha\^  done. 
He  thought  it  ihoulci  be  re-committed.  The  report  m.lght 
be  made  by  Monday.  It  was  an  important  ib.bj eel;  and,  if 
the  ielTion  had  been  in  an  earlier  (lage,  he  fliould  have  wlllied 
to  have  made  fome  enquiries  from  the  executive  on  the  fub- 
jecl;  becaufe  he  thought  the  legiflature  had  great  reafon  to 
comiplain  of  not  being  confulted  on  the  occanon. 
'  '  Mr.  Sewall  faid^  the  two  gentlemen  laft  up  had  fuggefted 
feveral  important  quefticns  as  necelTary  to  be  decided ;  for 
his  own  part,  however,  whatever  thofe  gentlemen  might 
think  upon  the  bulinefs,  he  thought  the  Prefident  was  juili- 
fied  in  every  thing  he  had  done,  under  the  power  which  was 
placed  in  him  for  regulating  intercourfe  vdth  foreign  nation.*;. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  feemed  to  think  that  un- 
der this  power^  he  had  no  right  to  increafe  an  expence  be- 
yond the  appropriation ;  but,  he  faid  if  that  power  gave  him 
authority'to  expend  the  money  appropriated,  it  alfo  gave  him 
the  power  of  expending  whatever  was  neceffary  for  that  ob- 
jeel:.  It  was  true,  the  houfe  might  refufe  to  appropriate  for 
tlie  expence  after  it  was  incurred;  but  if  the  Prefident  had 
any  authority  at  ail  to  enter  into  any  pecuniary  engagements, 
he  muif  enter  into  ihch  as  app"?areri  to  him  proper,  In  this 
cafe  he  thought  the  Prclident  liad  acted  with  peculiar  pro- 
priety ;  for  he  knev/  nothing  vvhicli  was  of  greater  impor- 
tance with  refpecl  to  foreign  intercourfe,  than  what  related 
to  the  navigation  of  the  high  feas,  the  right  of  proteding 
which,  was  certainly  vehed  in  the  general  governm.ent.  They 
were  obliged  either  to  authorife  rcprifiis,  or  enter  into  fuch 
negociation  and  fettlemxCnt  w^ith  foreign  powers  who  commit- 
ted depredations  upon  our  citizens,  as  would  be  likely  to  ob- 
tain reth'eis  for  the  injuries  iuf^ained.  The  Preihient  had 
chofen  the  latter  way.  He  had  called  upon  citizens  to  bring 
forward  their  claims  ;  they  were  brr)nght  fhrward,  ani  an 
agreement  to  a  iettlement  of  them,  ba»i  been  ma.ie  a  part  of 
a  treaty  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  tliis  country. 
•  But  fvy  gentlemen,  the  expence  fl^oald  iiave  been  autho- 
rifed  by  the  legiflature,  and  the  ccmmitteCj  who  brought  in 
this  bill,  ihould  have  introduced  a  ciauie  to  authonie  the 
expence,  before  thev  had  appropriated  the  money.  It  this 
were  the  opinion  of  the  houle,  they  would  act  accordingly; 
t-hey  co).ild  approve  or  difapprove  cf  il>C'  bill  reported,     if 


th-ey  were  to  attempt  to  limit  the  power  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  this  refpecl,  he  believed  it  would  inter^ 
fere  with  aconftitutioDalqueftion,  for  the  difcuflicn  of  which 
lie  believed  they  had  not  time  ;  however,  if  the  houfe  chofe 
to  inftruft  them  to  bring  in  fuch  a  bill,  they  could  do  it.  If 
the  committee  had  not  done  all  that  they  were  direcled,  they 
V'/ere  not  difcharged,  and  could  proceed  in  the  buiinefs-,  they 
did  what  they  thought  was  fufficienr,  in  appropriating  the 
50,000  dollars  wanted.  If  more  Ihould  be  wanted,  a  furr 
ther  appropriation  would  of  courfe  take  place  j  if  not,  there 
was  no  occaiion  to  fettle  any  fartiier  ciueftion  upon  the  fub- 
je6i'.  And  if  the  propriety  of  this  expence  involved  a  con- 
iiitutional  quefiion,  it  iiq^ight  become  a  queftion  whether  the 
conftitution  fliould  be  altered  in  that  particular. 

But  gentlemen  faid,  this  a6t  might  imply  that  the  United 
States  were  bound  to  pay  whatever  tLe  Prefident  of  the  U- 
iiited  States,  or  his  agents,  might  pledge  the  faith  of  the  na- 
tion to  pay.     This  a6t,.  he  faid,  would  not  give  the  power 
to  the   Preiident  to  bind  the  nation,  if  the  power  did  not 
already  exift  in  the  Preiident  according-  to  the  conftitution. 
Gentlemen  magnifie4  exceedingly,  Mr.  S.  faid,   the  ex- 
pence  of  this   objedf.     One  gentleman  had  calculated   it  at 
75,oool.  fterling;  another  at  300,000  dollars^      In  order  to 
make  up  this  calculation,  they  reckoned  300  caufes  at  250I, 
each.     The  faft,  as  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  v.-as 
altogether  different.     He  fi:a|:ed  that  as  the  full  number  of 
caufes  ;  but  f ome  of  them  had  been  tried^  and  the  expence  of 
trial  repaid,  which  would  be  the  cafe  in  alj,  where  the  captures 
proved  illegal;  fo  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  matter,  as  a  money 
queftion,  diminifhed  to  a  fmail  fum  indeed. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  did  not  fee  that  the  committee  had 
pledged  the  houfe  to  do  any  thing  which  was  objeclion- 
able;  and  if  they  had  not  done  enough,  the  bill  could  be 
amended. 

Mr.  Venabie  faid,  this  bufjnefs  came  before  them  lall: 
year,  though  not  in  the  fame  form.  They  were  then  called 
lipon  for  20,000  dollars.  It  was  not  ftated  in  the  eflimate 
what  the  money  was  wanted  for.  Some  gentlemen  under- 
took to  ftate  what  was  the  objed:;  they  flated  it  as  wanted 
to  defray  the  expence  of  profecuting  the  claims  of  our  citi- 
zens. ,  At  that  time  the  Houfe  refufed  to  grant  the  money 
upon  that  ground.  It  was,  therefore,  brought  in  afterwards 
In  a  different  form.  It  was  always  underftood,  Mr.  V.  faid, 
Ibat  no  money  fliould  be  appropriated  for  any  cbje<St,  except 
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the  expence  wad  previoufly  authorized  by  law,  and  tiioGgh 
the  gentleman  froni  Mallachufetts  had  faidthls  expence  was 
authorized  under  the  general  power  gh^en  to  the  Prefident 
to  regulate  foreign  intercourie,  he  did  not  believe  it.  lie 
had  never  been  able  to  lay  his  linger  upon  that  part  of  the 
conftitutioii  which  could  give  colour  to  fuch  a  conilru^lion. 
Foreign  intercourfe,  meant  merely  diplom.atic  intercoufe, 
and  it  was  wrefting  the  words  to  extend  them  to  any  thing 
elfe.  SiiGuld  it  be  faid,  e:^vclaimed  Mr.  V.  that  the  Prefident 
of  the  United  States,  had  the  power,  whenever  a  velTel 
ftiould  be  feized  with  contraband  goods,  to  apply  the  public 
money  in  bringing  the  caufe  to  trial  ?  And  could  it  be  af- 
certained  that  three  fourths  of  the  veffels  which  had  been 
captured  by  the  Britifh,  were  not  legally  captured,  on  ac- 
count of  their  having  contraband  goods  on  board?  Was  there 
any  principle  upon  which  this  could  be  afcertained  ^  If  not, 
he  would  afk  upon  what  principles,  government  were  to  ftep 
in  and  pay  the  expence  of  profecuting  the  claims  of  private 
individuals.''  The  buiinefs  did  not  come  under  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  foreign  intercourfe,  but  was  merely  a  queftion  of 
commerce.  This  being  his  opinion,  he  never  could  agree 
to  provide  money  for  this  purpofe,  unlefs  a  law  was  paffed 
to  authorize  the  expence,  and  he  tiiought  that  all  money 
heretofore  ex:pended  on  this  bufinefs,  was  expended  con- 
trary to  law. 

Mr.  "Williams  faid,  from  the  llratcment  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  they  found  a  letter  to  him 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  advifmg,  that  the  public  faith 
was  pledged  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  cods  of  the  fuits  com.- 
menced,  becaufe  it  was  necelTary  that  our  agent  in  England 
fhould  procure  fecurities  for  the  cofts  in  each  cafe  before  the 
Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  Court  of  Appeals  ;  that  the  whole 
number  of  caufes  in  September  iaft  under  his  care  was  a- 
bout  300;  that  ;^2o.  fterhng  had  been  advanced  by  Mr* 
Bayard,  our  agent,  to  each  ;  that  ;^8o.  herling  would  foon 
be  called  for  by  the  proclors  for  each  caufe,  and  that  the 
amount  of  each  caufe  was  calculated  at  f'iso  fterling ;  that 
mealiireshad  been  taken  to  clafs  the  caules,  and  in  cafes  where 
coftsonly  were  in  quellion,  it  had  been  agreed  to  be  left  to  an 
arbitration.  I'rom  this  ftatement,  he  conceived,  they  muft 
appropriate  a  fum  equal  to  that  for  vrhich  the  nation  was 
pledged.  He  had  only  one  objection  to  the  claufe,  which 
was  that  of  its  being  general,  and  which  would  include  thofe 
who  had  carried  on  illicit  trade^  which  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
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videJ  for.  'rhere  w^xs  one  tliirlg,  however,  in  oiir  favour 
refpeil:ing  this  fobjecl  iince  Mr.  King  has  been  in  London,- 
our  agent  has  been  inftructed  to  coniult  him  in  ail  cafes.  And 
the  ci^:>Dlication  of  monev  in  carrying  on  tiie  fuits,  is  wholly 
under  Mr.  King's  cootroul.  Flence  from  the  abihty  of  thafe 
crentlemanj  we  may  reft  fatished  that  caufes  ariiing  from  car- 
rying contraband  goods,  will  not  be  admitted  by  him,  and 
we  ought  alfo  to  confider,  in  all  cafes  of  recovery,  the  agent 
has  been  dire61ed  to  dedu(^lthe  cofts  of  prolecution  ;  fo  that 
the  amount  will  not  be  eventually  fo  great  as  is  by  fome  im.a- 
gined.  Befides  the  v/ant  of  money,  to  commence  and  carry 
on  the  caufes  may  be  the  caufe  of  ioling  much  to  our  citizens ; 
and,  as  we  have  no  protedion  to  our  commerce,  we  ouglit  to 
appropriate  for  the  trial  of  all  caufes,  where  it  ihould  appear 
to  have  happened  by  the  fair  trader.  We  cannot  expeft, 
laid  he,  to  maintain  our  neutrahty  v\rithout  fome  expendi- 
tures of  this  nature.  He  was  oppofed  to  the  committee's 
rifing.  Whatever  amendment  was  thought  to  be  neceflary, 
h  could  now  be  done,  or  a  new  claufe  fubilituted.  "With  re- 
fpect  to  the  power  of  the  Executive,  he  would  only  refer  the 
committee  to  the  aa  pail  lad:  feilion  on  this  fubjea,  and  he 
believed  that  would  convince  them  that  the  Prefident  had 
been  fully  authorized  for  what  he  had  done. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  was  m.uch  furprized  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Venable)  declare  that  there 
had  never  been  a  determination  of  that  houfe  to  grant  money 
for  profecuting'  the  claims  of  our  citizens  on  actount  of  the 
fpoliations  committed  upon  their  property  by  foreigTi  powers*  jr 
he  was  the  m.ore  lurprifed,  becaufe  that  gentleman  had  him- 
ielf  oppofed  the  grant  of  money  for  this  purpofe  at  the  laft 
feilion,  when  not\'.dthfcanding  the  oppofition,  money  was 
granted  to  the  Executive  for  his  exprefs  purpofe. 

Mr,  Venable  denied  having  faid  there  was  so  bv/  for  the 
expending  of  20^000  dollars. ' 

Mr=  W.  Smith  find  he  had  clearly  underftood  the  gentle- 
man. The  faa  vv^as,  the  Prefident  had  fent  them  a  meliage 
at  the  bit  feffion,  ilating  a  deficiency  v.nth  refpe^  to  the  out-  ' 
iits  of  Minifters  &c.  but  he  added,  in  the  melTage  alfo  that 
the  extraordinary  expences  of  foreign  intercourfe  would  re- 
quire a  farther  fum  -/and  in  the  eilimate,  after  ftating  vari-- 
ous  iimis  which  would  be  neceflary  for  outfits,  and  the  pro- 
bable expence  of  obtaining  papers,  and  pvofecut'mg  the  claims 
of  our  citizens y  he  fcated  a  deficiency  of  23,000  dollars,  which 
iiim,  after  a  long  debate,  in  which   there  was   confiderable 
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cppofition  to  the  meafure,  the  Hoiife  voted  thefum,  thereby 
faii6tioned  the  expence,  and  pledghig  themielves  to  furmili 
whatever  further  fum  might  be  wanted  for  that  objeft.  It 
was  extraordinary  then  that  it  fhould  now  be  faid,  that  tlvis 
vp-as  never  underftood,  and  that  the  expence  ought  now  to  be 
legaKzed,  before  any  fartlier  grant  was  ffiade.  Such  a  difh- 
culty  might,  indeed,  have  been  brought  forward  at  the  laft 
f^llion,  with  fome  propriety ;  but  having  then  authorized 
the  expence,  by  palling  a  law,  predicated  on  the  eftimate  be- 
fore their  eyes,  it  was  very  extraordinary  that  gentlemen 
fhould  now  call  the  principle  in  qiieftioii.  At  this  late  period 
of  the  fellion,  to  gO  into  the  buiinefs  in  the  way  propofed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Penhlylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  would  de- 
feat the  bufinefs  entirely,  and  totally  prevent  our  citizens 
from  obtaining  the  advantages  fecilred  to  them  by  the  treaty^ 
of  obtaining  reftitution  for  the  property  which  hid  been  cap- 
tured from  them.  It  would  certainly  be  beft  to  appropriate 
the  50,600  dollars  now  afked  for,  and  leave  it  to  be  here- 
after ueterrained  what  further  fums  fhould  be  appropriated 
for  this  ^urpofe. 

It  had  been  ftated  by  the  gentleitian  from  Virginia,  (Mri 
Nicholas)  that  the  Executive  was  to  blame  for  not  having  in- 
formed the  houfe,  when  Mr.  Bayard  was  fent  to  London, 
that  it  was  intended  to  defray  the  expence  of  thefe  fuits.  If 
there  were  any  blame  in  this,  it  would  certainly  not  fall  upon 
the  prefent  Secretary  of  State  but  upon  his  predecelTori 
They  found  by  the  report  6^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury^ 
that  Mr  Randolph  had  drawn  from  the  Treafury  as  long 
ago  as  Feb.  i/pc,  io,coo  dollars,  for  profecuting  appeals  irt 
England,  and,  in  the  fame  month,  a  farther  fum  of  10,000 
dollar^,  and  in  the  April  following  a  farther  fum  of  10,000^ 
making  in  the  whole  30,000  dollars.  But,  fays  the"  gentle- 
man, Mr.  Bayard  was  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  a  feffion 
of  GonfJrefs,  and  therefore  Cbn^refs  fliould  have  been  con- 
fulted  on  the  occaiion  ;  but  it  would  be  recoiiecled  that  in 
1795,  they  adjourned  on  the  3d  of  March,  and  20,006  dol- 
lars had  been  drawn  from  the  Treafury  for  this  purpofe  ia 
February,  a  iliort  time  before Congreft  adjourned,  and  10,000 
in  April,  after  they  were  adjourned;  The  gentleman  was 
therefore  miftaken  in  faying  Mr.  Bayard  received  his  in- 
flructions  to  pledge  the  United  States  at  the  commencement 
.of  the  fjiTion,  for  the  monies  were  not  drav/n  from  the  '''''  ;>- 
fi'sry  till  about  the  dole  of  the  feillon. 

4R 
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With  refpe^l  to  the  objection,   tliat  by   voting  for  this  grarity 
they  fan(Stioned  the  principle  of  paying  the  expence  of  pro- 
fecutions  where  the  captures  had  been  legally  made,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  captured  vefTels  havirtg  had  contraband   goods  on 
board,  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  weight  in  it,  he  was 
frldeed  not  a  little  furprized  to  hear  thofe  gentlemen  now 
ft  ate  that  there  was   a  probability  that  a  great  part  of  the 
captures  were  legally  made.     On  a  former  oceafion^  it  was 
llforigly  contended  by  thenlthat  all  thefe  captures  were  vio- 
lations of  our  neutral  rights.     It  was  poffible,  however,  that 
fome  of  the  velTels  captured,  might  have  contraband  goods 
on  board  i   but  he  believed  it  would  be  the  be /I  way  to 
leave  the  fetflement  of  this  bufinefs  to  oiir  agent  and  minif- 
ter  ill  London.     The  objedt  of  fending  Mr.  Bayard  to  Lon- 
don, was,  that  he  might  fuperintend  this  bufinefs,  and   he 
doubted  not  that  no  cafes  of  this  kind  would  be  brotight  to 
trial.     Mr.  S.^then  mentioned  an  inftance  wherein  the  Pre-^ 
iident  had  excrcifed  a  fimilar  power  with  the  approbation  of 
CongrefS  though  lefo  in  extent,  which,  he  faid,  proved  this 
Was  not  a  new  bufinefs.     He  tfufted  the  fe(Sl;ion  would  not  be 
fkuck  out ;  but  if  it  could  be  amended  fatisfadlorily  he  had  n* 
objed^ion  to  amend  it. 

Mr;  Venable  faid,  the  houfe    refufed  to   appropriate   the 
money  aflted  for  5  the  efiiimate  which   the    gentleman   had 
read,  came  in  afterwards.     It  was  true  that  the   houfe  paf- 
fed  upon  it ;  but  that  did  not  conrinee  him  of  the  propriety 
of  the  expence.     But  the  gentleman  had  gone  further,  and 
fhewn  that  30,000  dollars  had  been  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
fury.     He  did  not  know  by   what  authority  this  had    been 
done.     It  was  true  they  had  appropriated  a  fum  for  the  ne* 
gociation  with  Algiers,  und'^r  the  general  head  of  Foreign 
Intercourfei     Under   this  head,  he  believed,  the  fums  in 
queftibn  had  been  drawn  from  the  Treafury,  though  it  was 
his  opinion,  and  always  had  been,  they   were    drawn   from 
thence  contrary  to  law,  aS  the  law  appropriating  a  million  of 
dollars  for  the  treaty  with  Algiers,  arid  did  not  contemplate 
any  other  expence^     Befides,  if  we   had  heretofore  appro- 
priated money  for  this  obje<St  it  made  no  difference  as  to  the 
propriety  ofmaking  the  prefcnt  appropriation,  which  he  could 
not  GCrrifetit  to  do  until  the  expence  w^?.s  authorized    by    law« 
He  thought  the  ftibjedl:  had  never  been  fo  fixed  as    to  war- 
rant this  appfoprisftion.     No  government  he  faid  ever  under- 
took to  make  good  captures  of  the  property  of  their  citizens 
^t  fsa.     There  might  be  inftaaces,  indeed,  in  which   fuch 
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captures  were  legal  ;  and  therefore,  though  he  felt  as  mucii 
for  thefe  violations  as  any  man  until  this  matter  was  fettled 
by  law,  and  fome  greater  check  was  put  upon  the  expen- 
diture of  the  money,  he  fhould  never  confent  to  an  appro- 
priation on  this  fubje£l. 

Mr.  'W.  Lyman  faw  nodifFerenee  betwxit  the  Ipfs  of  indi^ 
vidnal  property  of  real  eftate,  and  individual  property  lQf|: 
at  fea;  and  if  the  United  States  were  bound  to  make  up  the 
loiTes  of  one,  he  did  not  fee  what  was  to  prevent  them  froiu 
being  called  upon  to  make  good  the  other,  Inftead  of  their 
being  300  cafes,  he  fhould  not  wonder  to  her  of  3000,  if  the 
United  States  undertook  to  defray  the  expenc^s  of  every 
trial  brought  forward.  There  was  no  doubt,  that  in  many 
of  thefe  caufes,  the  prizes  would  be  condemned  as  legal,  iij 
which  cafe  the  United  States  would  havcxto  bear  the  v/hole 
of  the  expence ;  befides,  to  adopt  a  principal  of  this  kind, 
was  holding  out  an  inducement  for  perfons  to  co^le  forward, 
as,  if  nothing  was  gained,  there  was  no  rifk  of  lofs,  fmce 
the  United  States  were  pledged  for  the  whole  expence  j  and 
they  might  fuppofe,  from  a  failure  of  evidence  that  their 
goods  were  contraband,  they  might  ftand  a  chance  of  re-= 
covering  their  property. 

When  the  meiTage  of  the  Preddent  came  before  them  re- 
lative to  this  buiinefs,  Mr.  L.  faid,  the  pbje£lof  the  expence 
was  mentioned,  but  by  the  law  the  money  was  appropriated 
under  the  general  head  of  Foreign  Intercourfe ;  he  fuppofcd 
it  was  wanted  to  defray  the  expence  of  protecting  our  fea^ 
men.  The  houfe  never  fanctioned  the  payment  of  the  ex^ 
pence  oflhe  law  fuits  in  queftion. 

There  might  be  difference  of  opinion  with  refpe£l  to  the 
propriety  of  prote6ling  the  property  of  our  citizens  at  fea;  but 
the  fituation  of  the  bufinefs,  as  fettled  by  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  this  country  put  the  queftion  pppn  a  dif- 
ferent footing.  Great  Britain  had  authori2ed  the  perfons 
who  had  fuftained  loiTes  by  the  capture  of  their  property,  to 
come  into  their  courts,  and,  if  the  property  was  captured 
contrary  to  law,  they  engage  to  rellore  it.  Citizens  had 
made  their  election  •,  they  had  petitioned  for  this  treaty  tp 
be  carried  into  eiTeCl,  that  they  might  receive  back  their  pro- 
perty 5  but  where  the  United  States,  he  alked,  to  bear  the 
expence  of  their  fuits  in  doing  this  ?  He  could  not  agree  to 
it.  '  ' 

So  far  as  the  United  States  might  be  pledged  (though  he 
did  not  think  they  were  pledged)  he  would  agree  to  appro- 
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pi^iate,  as  far  as  the  cxpcnce  incurred;  but  no  farther.  Thcf^ 
perfons,  he  faid,  had  relied  upon  the  treaty  to  give  them 
every  thing,  and  he  hoped  they  would  get  all  they  expelled 
from  it,  but  he  did  not  wifh  the  United  States  to  be  at  the 
expence  of  their  fuits. 

Mr.  S.  Smith faidjthe  money  which  had  been  appropriated 
had  been  appropriated  under  the  general  head  of  Foreign  lu- 
tercourfe,  and  the  Prelident  ha4  difpofed  of  it  as  he  judged 
proper.  But  he  faidsaneftimate  was  laid  before  them  laft  feflion, 
in  which  it  was  faid,  that  afum  was  wanted  for  the  purpofe 
of  profecutingthe  claims  of  our  citizens  in  the  Britifh  courts. 
The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina;  Mr.  W.  Smith,  firft  pro- 
pofed  40,000  dollars  fho^uld  be  appropriated  for  that  purpofe; 
afterwards  20,000  were  agreed  to,  therefore,  it  was  as  well 
underiiood  by  the  lioufe  to  be  appropriated  for  that  object, 
as  if  the  purpofe  had  been  mentiqned  in  the  bjH.  So  he  un- 
derllood  it,  and  fo  he  Yoted  for  it. 

The  gentleman  laft  up,  he  faid,  had  cha^gecl  his  ground 
fnice  the  year  1794.  He  was  then  of  opinion,  with  himfelf 
and  many  others,  that  the  captures  were  illegal,  and  unjufti- 
fiable  ;  nothing  was  then  heard  of  their  being  jufiily  ,  con'- 
Uemned ;  {hat  ^hey  might  have  had  contraband  goods  on 
board. 

Gentlemen  fiid  no  other  nation  ever  came  forward  to 
pav  the  expence  of  the  law  fuits  of  their  citizens  in  fuch  a  cafe. 
He  believed  not.  Other  nations  had  power  to  defend  them- 
felves;  they  had  fhipsto  enforce  proper  refpecl  to  their  neu- 
trality ;  but  gentlemen  objedl  to  our  having  this  force,  and 
therefore  it  was  ho  more  than  reafonable  that  our  citizens 
fliould  have  redjefs  in  another  vv^siy.  Nor  did  he  tinow  how 
they  could  get  rid  of  the  expence,  iince  they  had  commit- 
ted themfelves.  '  Not  only  their  agent  had  pledged  the  faith 
of  the  nation;  but  they  had  pledged  themfelves  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  at  three  different  leflions.  They  had  given  merchants 
to  beiieye  that  th.ey  had  taken  the  bulinefs  into  their  pwn 
hands.  If  the  Prefident  had  done  wrong  in  talv.ing 'up  the 
fubjecl,  it  ihould  have  been  corre(Sted  in  its  firft  (lage;  but, 
inftead  of  that,  appropriations  had  been  gone  into,  and  the 
buiinefs  had  been  going  on.  Pains  were  taken  to  expend 
as  little  money  as  poflibie  on  the  occafion,  and  if  individuals 
had  been  obliged  to  proiecute  their  own  claims,  it  v/ould  have 
coft  them  ;!ouble  the  fum  which  had  been  cftimated.  The- 
300  caufis  which  had  been  mentioned,  included  claims  of 
every  defcription,  thofe  determined    by    arbitration   would 
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ieflen  tlie  number.  He  had  received  a  letter  from  the  mer.,. 
chants  at  Baltimore,  who  had  heard  from  Mr.  Bayard,  and 
it  appeared  that  many  of  the  caiifes  were  referred  for  fettle^ 
ment  to  Proctor  Nicholas  and  Mr.  Scott,  men  of  great  inteo-- 
rity  and  ability.  This  would  greatly  lelTen  the  expence,  and 
would- tiever  have  happened  had  not  government  taken  up 
the  bufinefs.  Citizens  muft  either  have  gone  through  all  the 
expence  of  the  Britilli  courts,  orhaveiat  down  with  their 
lolies.  He  fhould  have  chofen  the  latter,  as  the  leaft  of  two 
evils. 

Mr.  S.  faid  he  was  one  of  the  faiferers  from  Britifli  cap- 
tures. It  had  been  generally  fuppofed  that  he  had  laft  a 
great  deal  of  property  by  them;  but  he  had  not.  He  had 
recovered  in  every  inftance,  having  always  been  able  to  prov6 
himfelf  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  had  no 
claims  now  but  for  cofls,  which  amounted  to  i5,ooo  dol- 
lars. . 

If  government  had  not  taken  up  the  bufinefs,  it  would 
have  coft  the  United  States  ten  times  as  much  as  it  would 
now  do.  Under  thefe  impreffions,  he  had  no  doubt,  the 
houfe  would  agree  to  appropriate  the  money  required.  If 
any  other  words  were  liked  better  than  thofe  at  prefent  in 
the  bill,  he  fliould  not  be  nice  about  any  alteration,  provided 
the  money  was  given, 

As  to  contraband  trade,  he  did  not  think  there  would  he 
many  cafes  of  th;^t  kind;  for  he  di;i  not  believe  that  any  man 
who  had  been  engaged  in  that  trade,  would  expofe  himfelf 
by  making  his  claim  ;  but  there  were  many  thiiqgs  which  the 
Britilli  called  contraband,  which  we  did  not  allow  to  be  fo; 
but  he  thought  this  bufinefs  m.ight  be  fafely  left  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  there  were  two  difi:in«fl:  quefi:ions  ;  the 
one  as  to  the  propriety  of  incurring  certain  expences ;  the 
other  relative  to  the  power  of  authorifing  the  expence.  He 
was  in  hopes  no  other  queftion  than  that  of  the  propriety  of 
paying  tlie  expence  would  have  become  a  fubjeftof  difcufiion 
in  this  fiage  of  the  bufinefs.  He  thought  the  refolution  which 
had  paiTed  that  houfe,  directing  an  enquiry  into  the  pro- 
priety of  bringing  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  expence,  had  fliewn 
that  the  power  was  foiely  vefted  in  the  legifiature  to  autho- 
rize it. 

Two  different  grounds  had  been  taken  by  gentlemen  tp 
fupport  the  opinions,  that  the  United  States  fi:and  pledq;ed 
to  pay  the  expence,  and  that  therefore  only  an  appropriatlan 
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was  ncceitary.  The  gentleman  from  MafTachtirettr,  Mr.. 
Sewall,  feemed  to  think  there  was  an  inherent  power  in  the 
Prefident,  from  his  conftitutional  right  of  managing  inter- 
courfe  With  foreign  nations,  to  enter  into  a  buiinefs  of  this 
kind,  and  that  having  the  power,  the  neceflPary  means  muft 
be  furniflied  for  carrying  that  power  into  effech  He  feemed 
to  think  it  involved  a  coftitutional  qiieftion  to  limit  the  pow- 
er of  the  Prefident  in  this  refpedt ;  but  he  called  upon  that 
pentleman  to  point  out  to  him  that  part  of  the  conftituticn 
which  gave  to  the  Prefident  the  power  which  he  was  inclined 
to  give  him.  He  new  that  the  conftitution  had  given  pow^ 
cr  to  the  Prelident  and  Senate  to  make  treaties,  and  that  it 
had  been  contended  they  in  that  way  could  pledge  the  faith 
of  the  nation  ;  he  had  never  heard  afferted  before  that  the 
Prelident,  or  his  agent,  had  any  power  to  do  it.  He  knew 
alfo  that  the  Prefident  had  the  power  to  appoint  niinifters, 
iimbafTadors,  &c.  but  he  faw  no  general  power  given  to  him 
by  the  conftitution  to  carry  on  an  intcrcourfe  with  foreign 
nations,  either  direcStly  or  indire£lly,  which  could  warrant 
him  in  pledging  the  faith  of  the  nation.  Indeed  he  conceiyed 
the  power  of  granting  money  to  be  veftcd  folely  in  the  legif- 
laturc  ;  and  though  according  to  the  opinion  of  fpmc  gen- 
tlemen (though  not  in  his)  the  Prelident  and  Senate  could 
fo  binci  the  nation  as  to  oblige  the  legillature  to  appropriate 
money  to  carry  a  treaty  into  efFedl,  yet,  in  ail  other  cafes,  he 
did  not  fuppofe  there  had  been  any  doiibt  with  refped  to  the 
powers  of  the  legislature  in  this  refped. 

The  next  ground  was,  that  they  had  pledged  themfelves 
already  to  pay  this  expence;  and,  in  fupport  of  this  afTertion, 
various  arguments  were  produced.  In  the  firft  place,  it  was 
faid,  having  once  palTed  a  law  to  defray  certain  expences  of 
foreion  intercourfc,  and  the  Prefident  having  the  power  of 
apolying  the  money  thus  appropriated  towards  profecuting 
the  plaims  of  our  citizens  under  that  general  power,  the  ob-r 
jecl  of  expence  had  already  been  authorized.  He  could  not 
believe  this  alTertion  was  founded;  he  would  look  at  the  law 
which  had  been  paiTed  on  this  fubjeft.  He  believed,  indeed, 
that  by  the  general  manner  in  which  the  grants  lor  foreign 
'mtercourfe  had  been  made,  that  the  Prefident  had  the  powr 
er  to  appropriate  it  to  that  obje6t,  as  far  as  the  money  would 
.-0  -,  but  he  did  not  believe  he  had  the  power  to  go  further, 
OMr.  G.  here  read  an  extract  from  the  law).  He  faid  this 
miHion  of  dollars  was  not  only  granted  generally  to  defray 
the  extraordinary  expences  ofintercourfe  with  foreign  nations^ 
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but  tiie  law  direci:ed,  that  the  money  fliall  be  drawn  from 
the  treafury  on  a  bare  certificate  that  it  was  wanted  for 
foreign  intercourfe*  This  being  the  cafe,  though  probably 
it  was  not  the  inteiltion  of  the  legiflature  that  the  money 
fhould  go  to  any  other  piirpofe  than  for  fettling  a  treaty  with 
Algiers,  yetj  under  ):he  two circumftances  he  had  mentioned, 
he  believed  the-money  might  be  legally  applied  to  the  obje£l, 
tipon  which  a  part  of  it  had  been  expended. 

But,  although  he  beheved  that  by  approprirtions  made  in 
this  loofe  way,  fuch  an  expenditure  of  money  might  be  jui^ 
tified,  yet  he  could  not  fee  any  thing  which  could  authorize 
the  Executive  to  expend  money  beyond  the  appropriation, 
without  a  fpeciiic  power  given  for  the  purpofe. 

But  the  gentleman  fromS.  Carolina  fuppofed  this  expencc 
had  been  fan^lioned  laft  year,  and,  in  order  to  prove  his 
-afTertion,  he  had  taken  the  eftimate  which  had  been  laid 
before  them.  That  eftimate j  he  faid,  was  conveyed  to  them 
in  a  meflage  from  thePreiident  dated  May  28,  and  thd  law 
was  pafled  on  the  fir  ft  of  June.  Of  courfe^  no  certain  in- 
ference could  be  drawn  from  an  eftimate  laid  befbre  them 
only  three  days  previousto  their  adjournment,  and  which  had 
been  inferted  as  an  additional  claufe  in  a  bill,  without  havr^ 
ing  been  printed.  Butiwhat  did  that  meffage  fay?  It  faid 
20,000  dollars  were  wanted  for  the  purpolc  of  profecutmg 
the  claims  of  our  citizens*  Ko  other  information  was  given 
on  the  ftibje(ft.  They  knew  money  had  been  expended  in  the 
Weft-Indies  for  getting  certain  papers  relative  to  the  cap-r 
tures;  but,  except  this,  they  had  no  information.  They 
had  not,  at  that  time  bstn  informed  that  the  faith  of  tltC 
United  States  was  pledged  by  the  Prefident  for  the  payment 
of  the  expences  attending  the  fuits  inftituted  for  the  recovery 
of  our  citizens  property,  and  this  acSt  was  now  juftified  upon 
their  having  laft  feffion  voted  20,000  dollars  for  this  objecl, 
and  thereby,  it  was  faid,  pledged  themfeives  to  pay  the  whole 
expence.  This  argument  ftiewed  the  neceflity  of  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  objed  for  which  they  ap- 
propriated, before  they  voted  away  the  public  money ;  for 
he  fuppofed,  if  the  money  nowa&ed,  ¥/erc  granted,  15  or 
20  months  hence,  they  fhould  be  farther  informed  that  Mn 
Bayard  had  again  pledged  the  faith  of  the  United  States  for 
a  farther  fum,  which  muft  of  courfc  be  paid.  Therefore^ 
he  beUeved  he  was  authorifed  in  faying,  that  if  the  fum  now 
afked  for  was  granted  without  annexing  a  claufe  fpecifyirig 
the  authority  they  meant  to  give,  it  would  afteiiWards  beTaid 
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that  the  whole  *expence  to  be  inciirred  in  the  buiinefs  had 
been  legalized  ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  gentlemen  laid  that  be- 
caufe  20,000  dollars  were  laft  year  appropriated,  the:  whole 
^xpence  was  fanftioned.  This  liiewed  v/ith  what  caution  it 
was  necellary  to  ^Cc  in  a  bufmefs  of  this  kind. 

Concluding  as  he  did,  that  the  United  States  were  not 
pledged  to  pay  this  money;  that  whenever  the  Prefident  of 
the  United  States  flioid'i  undertake  to  pledoe  the  faith  of 
the  United  States,  he  thought  he  did  it  upon  Irs  own  ref- 
ponlibihty,  and  threw  himfelf  upon  the  merc^  of  the  Legifla- 
ture,  who  could  approve  or  difapprove  his  ztt.  If  they 
meant  to  appropriate  the  money,  it  was  neceiTary  firft  to  con- 
firm  what  he  had  done;  for  if  they  appropriated  the  money^ 
without  this  confirmation,  they  vvoiild  aci:  contrary  to  the 
conlfitution,  -they  would  fuppofe  a  power  of  {o  doing  pre- 
exifting  in  the  executive. 

As  to  the  propoiition  for  paying  the  expence  of  the  fuits 
in  queftion,  he  was  not  well  enough  acquainted  with  the  cafes, 
to  come  to  a  conclulion  upon  the  fubjedt;  he  could  not  fay, 
whether  the  Prelident  a6Ved  right  or  wrong  in  authorizing 
Mr.  Bayard  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  pay 
the  expence;  but  he  fully  agreed  v/ith  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  Mr.  Nicholas,  that  the  legiflature  lliould  have  been 
informed  of  the  tfanfa6tion  as  foon  as  it  had  be'en  done;  and 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  W« 
Smithy  with  refpedf  to  the  money  being  drawn  from  the 
treafury  by  a  former  Secretar)^,  did  not  amount  to  anything; 
they  did  not  know  the  fecretary  in  the  buimefs;  they  did  not 
authorize  the  thing  to  be  done;  it  was  the  Prelident  who 
gave  the  inliru£lions.  He  conceived,  therefore,  that  the 
Prelident  was  chargeable  with  negle£l  for  not  having  inform- 
edthe  legiflature  when  the  bufinefs  was  clone;  but,  at  pre- 
fent,  the  thing  being  done,  although  he  faw  many  difficulties 
in  the  way;  though  illegal  claims  would  be  favored,  and 
where  they  were  fo,  the  expence  v/ould  fall  wholly  upon  the 
United  States,  yet,  he  mult  cOnfeis,  he  agreed  in  a  great  de- 
gree in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Maflachufetts,  Mr.  ' 
Sewall,  that  they  ought  to  affift,  in  a  certain  degree,  citizens 
whofe  property  had  been  captured  by  the  belligerent  powers, 
in  their  endeavours  to  recover  it.  He  believed,  in  the  fitua- 
tion  they  were  in,  the  Prelident  of  the  United  States  having 
of  his  own  accord,  pledged  the  faith  of  the  nation,  though 
the  legiflature  was  not  thereby  pledged  to  find  the  money, 
yet  he  felt  the  propriety  of  doing  it. 


{      <589      ) 

The  motion-  which  he  made  to  ftrikc  out  the  firft  {c:£tlon, 
as  going  againfl  the  principle  of  the  bill,  might  be  effe£led  in 
a  more  direcl  wa}'',  by  the  committees  rifing  and  being  dil- 
charged  from  a  farther  conii deration  of  the  fubje<Stj  and  the 
bill  being  re-committed,  in  order  to  have  a  c]auie  inferted  au- 
thorizing the  expence. 

Mr.  Harper  belie\'ed,  that  if  the  objetft  which  the  gentle- 
man had  in  view  was  a  proper  one,  it  might  be  effected, 
without  ftriking  out  the  firft  claufe,  or  the  committee  riling. 

Mr.  H.  after  going  at  fome  length  into  the  bufineis  to  prove 
the  propriety  of  the  Prelident's  having  a6led  as  he  had  done, 
concluded  with  agreeing  that  it  would  be  well  to  pafs  a  law 
authorizing  the  expence,  but  that  it  might  be  very  well  done 
hy  way  of  amendment. 

The  quefliion  for  the  committee*s  riflng,  was  put  and  ne- 
gatived, 44  to  42. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  Would  make  one  or  two  obfervati- 
ons  in  anfwer  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Gal- 
latin. He  did  not  think  it  was  neceiTary,  at  this  late  period 
of  the  feilion^  to  go  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  conftitutional 
powers  of  the  Prelident,  as  fuch  a  difcuilion  might  occupy  the 
remainder  of  the  feflion.  He  fhould  not,  therefore,  take  this 
ground  becaufe  he  had  ground  fufKcientlyftrong  without  it.  The 
Prciiden  t  had  certainly  a  right  to  do  what  he  had  done,  if  he  con- 
conceived  it  indifpenfiblynecefTary  for  the  public  good ;  butfub- 
mitting  it  afterwards  to  Congrefs  to  fan(^ion  the  proceeding. 
They  had  already  fanftioned  what  he  had  done,  for  the  law  of 
lafl  feffion  fully  authorized  the  Prefident  to  a£l  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  a£ted.  Indeed,  upon  the  gentleman's 
own  doftrine,  he  muft  vote  for  this  appropriation,  becaufe  h© 
faid,  if  they  now  voted  for  this  money,  they  fhould  ftand 
pledged  for  the  whole  expence;  now  they  had  at  the  laft  fef^ 
flan  appropriated  money  on  the  fame  account,  and  therefore 
according  to  the  gentleman's  reafoning  ftood  pledged  to  fur- 
niih  the  remainder.  But  how  did  the  gentleman  get  over 
this  diinculty?  He  faid,  as  the  papers  alluded  to  came  into 
the  houfe  only  three  days  before  the  clofe  of  the  fefhon,  they 
were  not  entitled  to  much  coniideration.  According  to  this 
jirgumenr,  all  the  laws  which  they  might  now  pafs,  womW  be 
entitled  to  little  weight,  becaufe  there  was  not  fuiiicient  time 
to  coniider  them  fully.  His  next  obje6lion  was,  that  the 
meiTage  had  not  been  printed.  He  did  not  think  that  v/as- 
necelTaryj  i^ince  the  whole  item  conlided  but  of  three  or 
four  lines.     The  money  was  faid  to  be  wanted  to  defray  the, 

4  S 


(       6.>^       ) 

expence  of  gefting  papersj  and  profecuiing  the  claims  of  mir 
citizens.  When  this  eftimate  was  before  them,  they  voted  the 
money  iri  queilionj  they  could  not  thereforCj  be  ignorant  of 
thz  pLirpdlc  for  which  it  was  ,\vanted. 

It  was  ^vell  known,  Mr.  S.  faid,  that  when  the  appropri- 
at'.Qii  for  "foreign  intercourfe  was  under  coniideration, 
]ie  nio\'ed  an  additional  funi  of  40,000  dollars  for  contingent 
cxpciices.  He  was  called  upon  to  explain  for  what  thisfum  was 
wanted,  when  he  informed  the  houfeit  \"s^as  necelTaryfor  de- 
fraying^ fiindry  contingent  expenees  of  foreign  intercourfe, 
but  particularly  for  profecuting  the  claims  of  our  citizens, 
whofe  property  had  been  captured  by  the  beUigerent  powers. 
It  was  then  objected,  that  the  expenee  was'  Rot  authorized^ 
others  thought  the  fum  too  much  for  the  purpofej  but  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  Mr.  S.  Smith,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Swanwick,  wh^  were  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  expeniivenefs  of  Englilh  courts  of  juftice,  faid  it 
wa.T  a  fifiail  fum  for  that  obje<fi:.  The  houfe,  however,  re- 
fufed  to  appropriate  40,000  and  even  30,000,  and  agreed 
upon  2O5O00  dollars.  The  Preiident  two  or  three  days  after- 
wards fent  them  a  mSffagey  faying,  that  it  would  be  neceffa- 
ry  that  there  fhould  be  appropriated  a  farther  fum  for  de* 
fraying  the  expenees  of  foreign  intercourfe,  and  particularly 
for  pr6lecuting  the  claims  aforefaid.  On  which  eftimate  they 
paifed  a  law  granting  the  money  by  which  vote  they  fandtion- 
ed  the  expence,  and  it  was  too  late  nov-^  to  fay  it  was  a  new 
fubjeet.  He  therefore  took  it  for  granted,  from  the  argu- 
ments of  gentiemefi  themfelves,  that  the  houfe  flood  pledged 
to  pay  the  expence, 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought,  what  the  gentleman  laft  up  had  faid 
abotit  one  part  of  the  houle  thinking  the  fum  which,  he  had 
propofed  to  appropriate  laft  feffion  too  iarge^  and  others  too 
fmall,  v/as  a  proof  that  they  fuppofed  the  fum  then  afked  for, 
was  the  v^hole  of  what  would  be  required.  And  was  there 
no  cliiFerence,  he  aiked,  betwixt  voting  for  20,000  dollars, 
when  it  Wi?s  fuppofed  to  be  all  that  was  wanted,  and  voting 
for  50,000,  when  tliey  were  told  that  300,000  dollars  would 
be  neceffary  ?  befides  it  was  eftabUfhing  a.  principle  to  guide  all 
iiiture  congreiTes.  The  tirfi  thing  to  be  done,  he  faid,  was  to 
lan£i:ion  the  expence;  but,  if  there  w^s  a  majoj'ity  of  that 
houle  inclined  to  vote  againft  the  buftnefs,  they  ought  to  do 
it  without  fear  of  offending  any  man.  If  the  expence  ftiould 
be  authorized,  he  would  vote  for  the  money,  but  not  other- 
wife^ 


(         ^9!  ) 

Mr.  Buck  hoped  they  Ihouid  not  take  up  their  time  at 
isreient,  in  difcuffing  what  were  the  powers  of  the  difFeirent 
branches  of  government.  It  was  not  neceiTary  for  them  now 
to  enquire  whether  the  Preiident  had  a  right  to  pledge  the 
faith  of  the  nation,  or  v.diether  they  had  pledged  themfelvcs 
to  pay  the  expence,  or  not.  All  that  was  required  by  gen- 
tlemen oppofed  to  the  queftion  in  its  prefent  form,  feenied  to 
be  that  the  expence  Ihoulel  be  authorized.  He  thought  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  the  doing  of  this,  iince  if  thePrelident 
had  the  power,  it  would  not  be  diminiilied  by  fuch  ameafure; 
The  queftion  was,  whether  it  was  expedient  aiid  proper  to 
authorize  this  expence,  and  make  the  appropriation.  If  it 
were,  and  it  would  fuit  gentlemen  to  do  the  bulinefs  better  in 
this  way,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  objected  to,  but  that  the 
bill  wonl  i  be  iamended  and  the  appropriation  made. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid,  he  did  not  feel  ;uiy  of  the  fcruple? 
which  many  gentlemen  had  exprelTed  refpc6bng  the  tbrm  of 
the  fefbon  in  queftion  5  nor  did  he  feel  the  leaft  doubt  of  the 
legnlity  of  the  Preiident  exerciftng  a  difcretionary  power,  to 
do  what  he  had  done.  He  thought  the  difcuiiion  of  ilich 
great  conftitutional  queftions,  ought  to  be  avoided  as  much 
■as  poilibi^,  particularly  at  a  time  like  tliis,  when  v/e  have  fo 
much  to  do,  and  fo  little  time  to  do  it  in.  It  appeared  to  the* 
opinion  of  the  houfe  that  an  appropriation  Ihoidd  be  made, 
he  thought,  therefore,  that  it  couici  be  ealily  done,  as  the 
mode,  only,  was  the  prefent  fubje^l,  he  therefore  moved  a 
refolution  authorising  the  Preftdent  to  prcfecute  ^he  claims 
of  citizens  whofe  property  had  been  captured. 

Mr.  Gallatin   faid,    he    had  prepared   a    motion  to  that 
€ffe6l,  but  it  did  not  pleafe  him^,  he  had   therefore   now  fo 
amended  it  as   he  thought  would  annver  every  purpofe.    It 
was  as  follows, 
Refoived. 

"  That  the  Preftdent  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  advance  on  account  of  the  feveral  prize 
caufes,  before  the  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Courts  of  Appeal 
in  England,  a  fum  fufhcienr  to  defray  the  coft  thereof,  fo 
far  as  the  Agent  of  the  United  States  may  have  become 
furety  for  the  fame ;  and  that  £gv  defraying  the  expences 
during  the  year  1797,  and  that  which  niay  be  i:icnrrcd  m 
procuring  from  the  x\dmiralty  Courts  of  any  of  the  Belli- 
gerent powers,'  copies  of  papers  illative  to  the  ]:>roncrty  of 
American  citizens  captured  by  any  of  the  laid  pc^'-ers^  afuru 
not  exceeding  5 Ojooo  dollars,  iliiall  be  and  h'  hereby  appro- 
priated." 


(    ^2    ) 

Mr.  W*  Smith  role  to  reply  to  MrrNicholaSj  who  he  faid, 
had  not  rightly  ftated  his  obfervatians,  he  had  only  noticed 
part  of  what  Mr.  S.  laid : — He  faid,  that  laft  feiTion  a  cer- 
tain fum  v/as  objected  to  as  large,  and  a  fmaller  agreed  to 
by  the  houfe  5  but  he  alio  faid,  that  two  gentlemenj  who  had 
oppofed  the  larger  fum,  after  the  nlcffage  from  the  Prefident 
informing  the  houfe  it  was  too  fmall,  then  voted  for  the 
larger.     Mr.  Smith  did  not  obje£l  to  the  amendment. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Sitgreaves  motion 
2nd  loft.  That  on  Mr.  Gallatin's  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  The  houfe  then  took  it  up,  and  the  amendment  being 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on 
Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 
Prelident  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the 
chair  :  when 

Mr.  Henderfon  faid,  he  wifbed  for  information  on  this 
fubje<Sl:i  as  he  had  not  fufficient  to  convince  'him  of  the  pro- 
priety of  granting  14,000  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  furni- 
ture now  in  poiTeilion  of  the  Preiident ;  he  therefore  moved 
to  ftrike  out  the  14,000,  for  the  purpofe  of  inferting  5,000. 
'rhe  bill  informing  them  that  this  fum,  in  addition  to  what 
might  arife  from  the  fale  of  fuch  of  the  prefent  furniture  as 
may  be  decayed,  out  of  repair,  or  unfit  for  ufe,  was  to  be 
laid  out  in  furnifliing  the  houli^hold  for  the  Preiident,  It  v^as 
■very  lately  that  they  had  received  a  propdi^tion  from  the  Se- 
nate to  advance  the  falary  of  the  Preiident  5,000  dollars  5 
the  bill  was  rejected  by  that  houfe.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
this  bill  went  to  efFecl  the  fame  thing  in  a  different  way.  If 
the  obje<51:  was  merely  to  furnifh  the  houfehold  of  the  Prefi- 
dent, he  thought  a  much  lefs  fum  would  be  adequate  to  that 
purpofe.  He  thought  5,000,  with  the  proceeds  of  the  fale 
of  fuch  of  the  prefent  furniture,  as  was  unfit  for  fervice^ 
mJght  be  fufhcient.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  fum  would 
make  the  furniture  of  the  Preiident  for  four  years  to  come, 
equal  to  what  it  had  been  for  four  years  pafl:. 

Mr.  Nicholas  wiflied  the  gentleman  would  leave  the  lum 
blank,  inftead  of  inferting  5,000. 

Mr.  Henderfon  confented. 

The  queilion  wTiS  taken,  and  negatived  42  to  39. 

The  committee  then  role,  and  the  houfe  having  taken  up 
the  fubiccl,^- 


(       ^93       ) 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  as  a  majority  of  the  hoiife  was  againfi: 
flrildng  out  this  fum,  he  wiflicd  to  have  fome  information 
why  this  fum  was  fixed  upocj  and  for  whatpurpofe  it  was  to 
be  applied;.  No  one  wiflied  more  than  he  did  to  place  the 
Prefident  in  a  fituation  conformable  to  his  iiation ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  his  infoi^Tiation,  this  fum  was  more  than  was 
given  to  the  prefent  Prefident  on  his  entering  upon  the  ofiice, 
though  there  remained  the  whole  of  the  furniture,  moft  of 
which  was  worth  as  much  at  this  time  as  it  was  when  firft 
purchafsd. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid,  he  would  give  to  the  gentleman  all  the 

information  which  he  had  on  the  fubjedt.     In  the  year  1778 

or  1779,  by  a  refolution  of  the  old  Congrefs,  an  houfehold 

was  eiiablillied  for  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs.    This  remain- 

»_/ 

ed  until  the  prefent  government  went  into  operation  in  the 
year  1789.  It  was  then  refolved,  that  Mr.  Ofgood  fliould 
be  requefted  to  fit  up  the  houfe  in  a  proper  manner  for 
the  reception  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States.  In  that 
year  the  law  pafied  for  compenfating  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  which  enacbed  that  a  falary  of  25,000  dollars 
fhould  be  allowed  him,  together  with  the  ufe  of  the  furni- 
ture then  in  his  poiTefiion,  belonging  to  the  United  States. 
This  furniture  cofi:  the  United  States  I3,6c7  dollars,  83  cents. 
During  the  period  from  '1779,  when  the  Loufehold  was  firft 
efi:ablilhed,  until  1789,  when  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States  entered  upon,  his  office,  the  furniture  v/hich  had  been 
purchafed  for  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs,  v^^as  fo  much  de- 
cayed, that  it  required  nearly  14,000  dollars  to  replenifli  it. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  joint  committee,  therefore,  that  in 
2  lapfe  of  eight  years,  viz.  from  1789  to  the  prefent  time, 
the  furniture  then  purchafed  mnfl:  have  experienced  equal 
dilapidation  and  decay,  and  that  a  fum  at  leaft  as  large  as  Vv'-as 
theri  allowed  (particularly  when  it  v/as  conndered  that  the 
price  of  goods  was  very  m.uch  advanced  fince  that  time)^ 
lliould  now  be  allov-edfor  putting  the  prefent  houfehold  up- 
on the  fame  footing  of  refpe£tability  and  convenience  with  that 
at  New-York  in  1789.  Mr.  S.  did  not  know  that  he.. could 
give  any  further  inform^ation  on  the  fiibjecu  It  was  a  matter 
of  notoriety  that  a  great  part  of  the  goods  then  purchafed 
were  worn  out  and  deflroyed  i  fiich  as  the  houfehold  linen^ 
crockery-ware,  &c.  and  that  the  Frefi.ient  had  rcnev/ed  them 
'^kt  his  own  expence  -,  infomoch  that  if  he  v/ere  to  take  out  of 
the  houfe  the  furniture  which  he  had  fupplled,  there  would 
Jittle  reiyiain  in  it  betides  t3bkv.  chnirs^  bedfteadsj  and  a  few 


(       ^94       ) 

ftich  articles  :  iince  all  the  carpets  and  ornamental  furniture 
of  the  houfe  had  been  purchafeci  by  himfelf. 

Whilft  he  was  up,  he  would  wifh  to  obviate  the  only  ob- 
jeifi:ion  which  had  been  adduced  to  this  bill.  The  gentlemaii 
from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Henderfon,  had  fuppofed  that  this 
allowance  was  meant  to  carry  into  effe£l:  what  had  been  re- 
jecled  in  another  way,  alluding  to  tlie  propoCed  advance  of 
fakry.  That  gentleman  might  fee  a  very  obvious  diftin^lion 
between  the  two  things,  if  5,000  dollars  had  been  added 
to  the  falary  of  the  Preiidentj  he  could  have  difpofed  of  it 
as  he  pleafed  ;  but  the  money  noxv  propofed  to  be  granted, 
v/as  to  be  employed  in  the  purchafe  of  furniture,  &c.  which 
would  remain  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  vvoul4 
devolve  upon  the  next  Prelident.  Mr.  S.  faid,  he  would  add, 
that  in  the  joint  committee  there  was  not  a  diffenting  voice 
to  the  propoiition,  and  he  hoped  there  would  not  be  one  in 
the  houfe. 

The  queftion  was  put  for  engrofling  the  bill  for  a  third 
feading,  and  carried,  there  being  50  votes  in  favour  of  it. 
This  day  and  Monday  were  mentioned  for  the  third  readr 
ing,  the  queftion  was  carried  for  the  moft  diflant  day, 
40  to  35. 

A  meffage  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the 
lioufe^  that  they  had  refolved  that  the  bill  allowing  a  draw- 
back on  domeftic  fpirits  exported  by  the  Miflilippi  in  velTels 
of  lefs  than  30  tons  burthen,  fhould  be  poftponed  till  next 
feffion;  that  they  had  paffed  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  wi- 
dow de  Neufvjlle  :  the-  bill  for  allowing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaiury  to  remit  fines  in  certain  cafes ;  th-e  bill  for  con- 
tinuing in  force  the  laws  againft  certain  crimes  committed 
againS  the  United  States  ;  and  the  Poft  OfBce  bill  with 
ame-adrnents.  ■ 

A  petition  of  Elizabeth  Flagg  was  prefented,  praying  a  re- 
ronildcration  of  her  claim,  for  her  late  hufband's  fervices. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  houfe  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  incloimg  a  lift  of  invalid  peniioners.  Referred 
zo  the  comj-Tiittee  of  claims. 

The  houfe  went  into  committee  on  the  bill  to  fiifpend  in 
pa?t  the  duties  on  fnuft  and  refined  fugar,  and  reported  the 
lame  without  amendmeot,  when  the  houfe  took  it  up,  agreed 
to  it;,  and  ordered  it  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday.' 


(       <59S       ) 

Mr.  Brent  reported  a  bill  for  incorporating  the  commiffion- 
ers  at  the  Federal  City.  Referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  Monday  next.    - 

Adjourned, 


Monday,  February  27. 

The  bill  authorifing  evidences  of  the  public  debt  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  for  lands  •,  and 

The  bill  for  fufpending  the  a^l  for  laying  a  duty  upon  fnuff 
and  refined  fugar,  were  read  the  third  time  and  paffed. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  profecuting  the  claims 
of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  property  captur- 
ed by  the  belligerent  powers,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
after  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Kitchell  to  re-commit  it  in  order 
to  have  introduced  into  it  a  provifion  againft  paying  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  trials  in  cafes  where  the  property  was  legally  con- 
demned, from  the  veflels  having  had  contraband  goods  on 
board,  which  was  negatived  54  to  27,  it  paffcd  by  yeas  jmd 
nays  as  follow : 

YEAS. 


Fifher  Ames, 
Abraham  Baldwin, 
Theophiius  Bradbury, 
Demfey  Burges, 
Jofliua  Coit, 
William  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana, 
James  Davenport, 
George  Dent, 
George  Ege, 
D wight  Fcfter, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 
Albert  Gallatin, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
Henry  Glenn, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Grifwold, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley, 
John  Hathgruj 


Francis  Malbone, 
Andrew  Moor^, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg^ 
William  Vans  Murray, 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr^ 
Jofiah  Parker, 
John  Patten, 
Elifha  R,  Potter, 
John  Reed, 
John  Richards, 
Samuel  Set^all, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves. 
Tompfon  J.  Skinner^ 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith. 
Ifaac  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  Jan. 
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Joiiatlian  N /Havens', 
John  Heath, 
Thomas  Henclerfon, 
William  Hindnianj 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
George  Leonard ;, 
Samuer  Lyman, 


Thomas  Blountj 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton, 
Ifaac  Colesj 
Henry  Dearborn, 
William  Findley, 
JelTe  Franklin, 
James  Gillcfpie, 
Chriftopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
V/ade  Hampton, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
James  Holland, 


Thomas  SpHggj 
John  SvTanwick, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher, 
John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Peleg  Wadfworth,  and 
John  Williams.  540. 


KAYS. 


Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
Aaron  Kitchell, 
Mathew  Locke, 
William  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Maeoh,- 
John  Milledge, 
Anthony  New, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
William  Strudwick, 
Abraham  Venable,  and 
Richard  Winn..         27. 


Mr.  A.  Fofter  came  in  from  the  committee  of  enrolmenty 
juft  as  the  clerk  was  about  to  flate  the  votes,  and  wifhed  to 
have  been  on  the  afhrmative;  but  as  he  was  not  inthehoufe 
to  anfwer  to  his  name  when  called,  it  was  not  allowed. 

The  bill  to  accommodate  the  Preiident  was  read  the  third 
time;  when  Mr.  Heath  moved  to  have  the  bill  re-committed, 
for  the  purpofe  of  ilriki ng  out  14,000  to  infert- 8,000.  He 
thought  14,000  dollars  too  large  a  fum  to  be  given  to  pur- 
chafe  new  furniture;  8,006  he  thought  would  be  a  fufficiently 
handfome  fum  for  the  purpofe.  They  were  apt,  he  faid,  to  be 
too  lavifli  with  the  public  money  on  fome  occafions,  and  too 
fparing  on  others.  He  had  not  been  fatisfied  with  the  rea- 
fons  which,  had  been  given  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
for  giving  the  liim  now  in  the  bill.  At  a  time  when  our 
treafury  was  fo  much  in  want  of  money,  he  did  not  wifh  io 
large  a  fum  to  be  given  for  this  purpofe  ;  nor  did  he  think  it 
necelTary,  except  it  were  to  put  our  Preiident  in  the  ftyle  of 
a  potentate  or  prince.  And  this  he  was  fiire  the  Preiident  of 
the  United  States  would  not  wifli,  as  he  believed  he  was- s 
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gentleman  of  great  economy,  and  would  fpurn  at  any  thing 
like  tinfel  or  cxpence.  Five  thoufand  dollars  had  been 
thought  a  fufficient  fum  for  this  purpofe,  but  he  was  willing 
to  give  8,000.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  therefore  be  re- 
committed, and  this  fum  be  inferted. 

Mr.  Macon  feconded  the  motion  for  re-committing  the  bill. 
He  was  againft  it  altogether.  He  did  not  fee  why  they 
Ihould  furnifh  the  houfe  of  the  Preiident,  any  more  than  that 
of  any  other  of  their  officers.  He  thought  the  thing  impro- 
per at  firft,  and  that  it  was  wrong  to  continue  the  practice.  If 
the  falary  was  not  large  enough,  it  fliould  be  made  larger, 
though  he  thought  it  fufficiently  large. 

Mr.  Rutherford  concurred  with  his  colleague,  Mr.  Heath, 
in  this  bufinefs.  It  was  neceflary,  he  faid,  that  republicans 
fhould  be  conliftent.  If  we  thus  give  away  the  people's  mo- 
ney, laid  he,  fhall  we  not  be  charged  with  rapacioufly  put- 
ting our  hands  into  their  pockets  ?  Have  we  not,  added  he, 
refufed  to  redrefs  grievances  and  injuries,  and  to  do  juftice  to 
many  deferving  and  diftrelTed  citizens,  becaufe  our  treafury  is 
low?  And  {hall  we  now,  when  there  is  no  right  reafon  for  it, 
lay  holdof  the  public  treafury,  and  lavifli  away  14,000  dollars. 
For  what  ?  For  adding  new  furniture  to  the  houfe  of  the  Preii- 
dent. No;  he  was  willing  to  render  him  all  poffible  rei- 
ped;  he  remembered  well  his  letter  to  our  iifter  Republic  of 
Holland.  He  had  a  pretty  good  memory.  He  remembered 
well  his  patriotiim;  but  he  faw  no  reafon  in  giving  him  14,000 
dollars.  He  would  give  him  8,000,  which  he  thought  would 
be  a  very  pretty  compliment;  but  to  give  1 4,000  would  out- 
rage every  idea  of  thut  economy  and  republican  iimplicity, 
which  ought  to  characSlerife  the  American  nation.  Why> 
faid  he,  Aall  we,  who  are  a  confederacy  of  the  democratic  re- 
publics, everlaftingly  keep  our  eyes  upon  the  pageantry  of 
Eaftern  courts  ?  Let  us  rather  attend  to  our  own  chara6ter, 
than  to  that  of  any  defpotic  nation  on  earth.  He  hoped  the 
would  be  re-committed* 

The  queftion  for  re-committing  was  carried  45  to  40* 

The  houle  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  vrhole  on  this  bill,  when 

Mr.  Heath  moved  to  ftrike  out  14,000  and  infert  8,000. 

Mr.  Gillefpie  called  for  the  eilimate  which  he,  underftood 
■\Vasin  pofieiiion  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid  there 
was  no  eftimate  before  the  houfe  or  committee.  All  that  he 
had  feen  was  a  lift  of  the  furniture,  which  had  been  piirchaf- 
ed  for  the  PreiSdent  in  1 7  89.     He  himfelf  had  not  had  patience 

4T 
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through  It ;  but  if  the  gentleman  wijfhed  It,  It  might  be 
read  to  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Hartley  hoped  there  would  have  been  no  objection  to 
this  bulinefs.  He  thotight  the  chairman  of  the  committees- 
had  fidly  iLewn  the  propriety  of  granting  the  14,000  doU 
l;irs  to  the  Preiidcnt,  who  was  not  metely  an  officer  of  the 
governiiient,  but  a  branch  of  it.  It  was  not  giving  the  mo- 
liev  luvay,  but  merely  advancing  it  on  account  of  the  United 
States;  he  ivas  not  in  favour  of  high  falarieSi  but  he  wiflied 
the  fituation  of  the  Preiident  to  be  made  comfortable  and 
refpectablei 

Mr.  Heath  faid,  he  believed  a  great  part  of  the  furniture 
which  was  piirchafed  in  1 789,  was  at  prefent  as  good  as  when 
laid  in,  this  was  particularly  the  cafe  with  refpecl  to  the  ma- 
hogany furniture  j  and  he  thought  the  8,000  dollars  would 
be  a  fiifficient  fum  to  replace  all  articles  of  a  perifhable  na^ 
ture,  fuch  as  carpets,  linens,  &c. 

Mr.  Holland  v/as  in  favour  of  ftriking  out,  bccaufe  it  was 
only  neceffary  to  appropriate  as  much  as  might  be  neceflary 
whilft  government  remained  here,  as  when  it  fhould  be  re- 
moved, the  furniture  now  ufed,  might  not  be  fuitable  for  the 
houfe  at  Wafliingtorj.  At  that  time,  he  fuppofed  a  farther 
fum  would  be  called  for,  and  therefore  he  thought  a  lefs  fum 
than  14,00©  dollars,  would  be  fuflicient  for  the  prefent  pur- 
pofe. 

Mr.  William^  was  in  favour  of  the  bill  as  it  flood.  He  had 
been  told  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  to  make  an  offer  to  the  Preiident  of  the  houfe  which 
had  lately  been  ere<Sled  in  this  cityi  if  fo,  perhaps  the  furni- 
ture v/hich  might  be  purchafed  for  it,  would  be  fuitable  for 
the  houfe,  in  the  Federal  city.  He  had  before  faid,  that  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  augmented  the  fa/ 
lary  of  the  President  and  let  him  purchafe  his  own  furniture* 
But  as  that  had  not  been  agreed  to,  he  wifhed  the  committee 
now  to  rife  and  report  progrefs,  that  information  might  be 
gainetl  on  thefubje£l;  becaufe  he  thought  if  he  was  to  have 
that  houfe,  that  fum  would  not  be  too  large. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid,  he  did  not  know  whether  the  legifla- 
ture  of  this  ftate  would  conclude  to  make  the  Preiident  the 
oLfer  which  the  gentleman  laft  up  had  mentione;];  but  of 
this  he  was  fure,  that  if  they  did,  he  could  not  afford  to  ac- 
cept of  it.  For,  if  this  bill  paff^d,  he  was  certain  that  under 
fuch  circumftances,  he  could  not  remove  into  that  houfe,  be- 
caufe he  would  not  be  able  to  fqrnifh  it. 
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Mr.  3-  ^id,  he  was  fnrprifed  the  houfe  Should  fo  fuddenly 
fhange  their  opinion.  He  thought  he  had  given  fufficient  in- 
formation on  the  fubje£i:,  to  have  fhewn  the  neceffity  of  the: 
grant.  [Mr.  S.  here  repeated  what  he  had  before  noticed 
refpe£ling  what  had  been  allowed  on  a  former  occalion.] 
When  gentlemen  entered  rainutely  into  the  fubjeft,  they 
feemed  to  have  information  v^^hicli  was  not  very  correcl.  He 
believed  the  fum  mentioned  in  the  bill  not  mpre  than  fuilici- 
ent.  The  decay  'which  had  taken  place  in  the  President's 
hoiifeholdj  would  require  that  fum  to  make  it  good.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  fuppofed  there  were  many  articles, 
not  periiliable  in  their  nature,  which  could  not  have  been  in- 
jured by  their  ufe.  He  was  miftakenc  There  vv-as  nothing 
but  about  800  dols.  worth  of  plated  v.^are  and  the  mahogany 
furniture  which  could  at  all  come  under  this  delcription.  In- 
deed, any  gentleman  who  was  in  the  habit  of  paying  his  ref- 
pe<fts  to  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States,  mult  have  feen 
with  regret,  that  the  appearance  of  his  furnitare  was  io  far 
inferior  to  that  which  was  to  be  found  in  the  houfcs  of  any 
of  our  wealthy  citizens,  or  even  of  thofe  in  moderate  circum- 
ftances.  When  this  was  a  notorious  fa(?t,  what  ground,  he 
aike  J,  could  gentlemen  have  for  comparing  the  houfehold  of 
the  Prefident^  to  the  pomp  and  fplendour  of  Eaftern  courts  ? 
On  the  contrarvj  he  thought  there  was  a  humility  of  appear- 
ance in  the  houfe  of  the  Prefliient,  which  he  would  not  fay 
was  a  difgrace  to  the  country,  but  which  at  leaft  ni'oved  its  ri- 
gid economy. 

The  gentleman  from  N.  Carolina,  Mr.  Macon,  had  faid, 
he  knew  no  reafon  why  the  houfe  of  the  Prefident  fiiould 
be  furniihed  any  more  than  that  of  any  other  oiiicer  of  the  , 
government.  Perhaps  it  was  not  quite  corre<!^.  to  call  the 
Preiident  of  the  United  States  an  officer  of  government ;  he 
believed  he  was  an  independefit  bra,nch  ot  the  government. 
He  fuppofed  the  fame  reafon  exifled  now  for  furnifliing  the 
houfe  of  the  Prefident  which  exifted  Tor  furniihing  that  of 
the  Prefident  of  Congrefs,  and  afterwards  that  of  the  gentU^- 
man  now  going  out  of  oillce.  And  he 'thought,  at  a  time 
when  money  was  of  much  lefs  value  than  it  was  eight  years 
ago,  at  leaft  an  equal  fam  fliouldbe  allowed  for  this  purpofe 
to  what  was  then  allowed.  If  they  took  into  confideration 
the  private  fortunes  of  the  two  gentlemenj  the  reafon  for 
doing  foj  would  appear  ftronger. 

Mr.  S.  faid  he  was  forry  to  find  gentlemen  inclined  to   go 
more  particularly  into  this  bufinefs  than  the  committee   had 
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already  gone.  It  would  be  found  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
furniture  of  the  houfe  was  wholly  deftroyed ;  the  fa6t  with 
refpe6l  to  Carpeting  was  indifput able,  as  it  was  well  known 
the  whole  of  that  had  been  renewed  by  the  prefent  officer. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  he  trufted  the  houfe  would  not 
helitate  to  give  for  this  purpofe  the  fum  mentioned  in  the 
bill. 

It  was  an  unfortunate  circumftance,  Mr.  S.  faid,  that 
the  moment  they  were  called  upon  to  make  an  appropriation, 
gentlemen  came  forward,  and  fpoke  of  the  erabarrafiments 
of  our  Treafury ;  but  when  propoiitions  were  laid  before 
them  for  railing  revenue,  they  were  told  we  did  not  want 
the  money.  He  trufted  the  United  States  w^ould  never  be 
in  fueh  a  iituation  as  not  to  be  able  to  make  comfortable  pro- 
vlfion  for  their  Chief  Magiftrate ;  if  fo,  they  would  be  in  a 
more  degraded  ftate  than  their  worft  enemies  had  ever  re-^ 
prefented  them. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  voted  for  going  into  a  committee  of 
cfthe  whole  oa  this  fubject,  from  an  idea'  that  the  fum  pro- 
pofed  to  be  given  to  the  Prefident  was  larger  than  was  ne- 
cclTary,  though  he  confelTed  he  could  not  fay  what  that  fum 
ought  exa611y  to  be  •,  he  was  for  giving  enough,  and  rather 
too  much  than  too  little.  Indeed,  when  he  confidered  that 
the  whole  fum  was  not  to  be  expended,  except  it  (hould  be 
founcl  neceffary,  and  that  a  certain  ftyle  was  expelled  to  be 
obferved  in  this  flation,  he  was  not  for  ftinting  the  fum  to 
what  (hould  be  thought  juft  enough  for  purchafing  furniture. 
If  the  whole  of  the  money  granted  muil  of  necefnty  be  ex- 
pended in  furniture,  he  fhould  have  had  more  hefitation  on 
thefubjecl*,  but  as  the  expenditure  would  be  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  Prefident,  he  could  not  fuppofe,  from  the  well 
known  habits  of  econcrny  of  that,  gentleman,  it  v/ould  be 
improperly  difpofed  of.  He  therefore,  felt  no  difficulty  in 
agreeing  to  the  fum  in  the  bill;  for  though  he  thought  the 
fum  too  large,  yet  he  would  not  fo  confine  the  appropriation, 
^■is  to  oblige  their  officer  to  go  about  the  flreets  to  look  out 
for  che2.p  purchafes  of  furniture. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  the  gentleman  lafi:  up  had  put  the 
bufmefs  upbn  a  proper  footing,  in  faying  ti^^e  fum  ought  not 
to  be  contincd  to  wb at  was  abfolutcly  neceffiiry.  The  habits 
of  economy  of  the  gentleman  elecSted,  to  the  office  were  too 
vvell  known,  to  fuppofe  he  would  goto  any  extravagant 
lencrhths  in  the  purch^fs  of  furniture  for  his  houfe.  He 
thought  moreover  that   as  the  joint   committee  of  the  two 
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lioufes  to  whom  the  details  of  this  bufinefs  had  been  referred, 
after  the  bed  enquiry  they  could  maiie  upon  the  fubje6V,  had 
unanimcufjy  reported  this  fum  to  be  neceii^ry,  the  houie 
ought  not  to  helitate  to  give  it  without  better  reafons  than  he 
had  heard.  With  refpeft  to  the  articles  heretofore  pro- 
vided, he  had  no  doubt  a  great  part  had  been  deftroyed,  el- 
peciaUy  when  it  was  recolle<Ited  that  in  addition  to  a  fervice 
of  eight  years  they  had  been  removed  from  New-York  to 
this  city.  He  inferred  this  from  his  own  experience,  for  at 
the  time  the  government  removed  from  New-^^ork  to  Phila- 
delphia, he  alfo  had  beeni  obliged  to  remove  his  hou^Cioid 
efFe(Sts;  and  his  furniture  had  received  very  conliderable  in- 
jury by  the  removal.  Indeed  as  14,000  dollars  had  been 
allowed  in  1 789  for  furnifiiing  the  Pre/ident's  houfe,  he  could 
not  think  that  a  lefs  fum  ought  now  to  be  granted  when 
every  article  which  he  would  have  to  purchafe,  was  at  leaft 
50  per  cent,  dearer  than  at  that  time.  He  did  not  fuppofe 
the  houfe  wifhed  to  compel  the  gentleman  about  to  enter 
upon  the  office  to  hve  in  an  inferior  ftyle  to  that  of  his  pre- 
deceflbr. 

He  trufted,  therefore,  they  would  agree  to  the  fiim  -as 
it  ftood  in  the  bill,  efpecially  when  they  considered  that  the 
private  means  of  the  two  gentlemen  were  not  the  fame. — If 
they  erred  at  all  in  the  buiinefs,  he  wouKi  rather  that  it  fhould 
be  on  the  liberal  fide.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  committee 
would  rife,  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buck  faid,  previous  to  thefe  meafures  being  brought 
forward,  they  had  decided  againftany  advance  to  the  falary 
of  the  Preiident.  At  that  time  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  ftateof  the  Prelident's  houfehold,  and  to 
report  Vv'hether  any  and  what  farther  accommodation  v/as  ne- 
ceiTary  to  be  afforded.  He  conceived  that  it  was  the  wiili 
of  that  houfe  that  the  gentleman  who  was  coming  into  offices 
fhould  have  accommodations  equal  to  thofe  which  had  been 
given  to  the  gentleman  who  was  leaving  it.  The  committee 
had  exammed  into  facls,  made  a  report,  and  a  bill  had  been 
brought  in  accordingly.  The  committee  had  informed 
them^  upon  what  principles  they  had  acled;  and  it  did  not 
appear  that  they  either  intended  to  increafe  the  fplendour 
of  the  houfehold  of  the  Prefidcnt,  nor  to  add  to  his  falarv. 
If  any  member  could  come  forward  and  {hew  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  was  erroneous,  they  ihoidd  liave  fome 
ground  upon  which  to  reject  it.  He  had  heard  no  man  iliy 
this,  and  therefore  all  that  had  been  offered  on   tnQ  fubjed 
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ought  not  to  weigh  againil  that  report.  When  the  bill  was 
before  them  onSaturcjay,  there  was  a  Gonfiderable  majority 
in  favour  of  it,  and  as  they  had  no  new  information  on  the 
matter,  he  faw  no  reafon  for  a  change  of  opinion. 

Some  members,  Mr.  B.  faid,  had  held  out  an  idea  that 
they  were  about  to  give  this  money  away,  to  enable  the  new 
Prefident  to  live  in  the  ftile  of  Foreign  Courts.  If  the  in- 
habitants  of  this  city  had  adopted  this  ftiie,  then  it  would  be 
chargeable  againft  the  Prefident  j  but  not  othervyife,  fi  nee 
it  was  acknowledged  he  h'?.d  not  kept  pace  with  them  in  this 
refpe6t.  The  appropriating  this  money  would  only  be  con- 
verting it  into  fo  orach  public  property  ;  for  when  his  term  of 
office  iliould  expire,  he  could  not  carry  away  a  fingle  arti- 
cle. It  was  not,  therefore,  giving  away  a  farthing,  but 
merely  providing  for  our  own  convenience  to  enable  the  Pre- 
fident  to  fill  the  office  with  convenience  and  reputation  ;  and 
as  they  had  nothing  before  them  to  fhew  the  fum  too  large, 
lie  faw  no  propriety  in  rejecting  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  infert= 
ing  any  other. 

INlr.  Rutherford  taid^  if  the  houfe  had  committed  an  error 
one  day,  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  correct  it  another*  If 
they  were  to  give  14,000  dollars  away  on  the  prefent  oc- 
caiion,  he  thought  they  would  commit  a  very  ferious  error^ 
The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  had  faid 
many  of  the  citizens,  of  Philadelphia  had  lived  in  a  fuperior 
fcyle  to  the  Prefident.  If  fo,  he  would  fay  they  wxrc  very 
bad  citizens,  fmce  it  was  proper  that  the  citizens  of  this  rifmg 
Republic,  fhould  cultivate  a  fimplicity  of  Uving  and  of  map- 
pers. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  fome  of  the  arguments  introduced  on 
this  occalion  were  very  improper-,,  fuch  as  the  habits  of 
economy  or  private  fortune  of  the  gentleman  who  was  to 
fucceed  to  the  Prefidcntial  Chair.  They  were  about  to  fettle 
a  permanent  principle,  which  it  was  proper  to  do  at  this  time 
before  a  new Prefidency  commenced.  Heknewnothingofthe 
private  property  of  the  perfon  who  was  to  fill  the  office,  no 
had  it  any  thing  to  do  with  the  bufinefso  The  queftion  was, 
whether  they  were  to  go  over  the  fame  ground  every  four  or 
eight  years  of  furniflTiing  the  houfe  of  a  new  Prefident.  He 
did  not  wifli  that  it  fhould  be  fo  ;  he  wiflied;  the  falary  to  be 
the  only  confi deration  which  the  Prefident  fliould  receiv* 
for  his  fervices.  If  it  had  not  been  fettling  a  permanent  prin- 
ciple j  he  fliould  not  perhaps  have  oppofed  ir. 
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it  had  been  faid  that  the  old  Prefident  of  Congrefs  had  a 
houfeholJ  furnifhed  him ;  but  he  received  no  falary  from 
the  United  States,  except  his  houfehold.  He  confidered 
this  fum  as  an  advance  upon  the  falary  paid  to  the  Prefident 
by  the  different  ftates,  and  before  any  falary  was  fixed  by 
the  United  States ;  but  now,  as  an  ample  falary  was  paid  to 
the  Prefident,  he  did  not  think  inch  a  provifion  fhould  be 
continued.  It  was  fometimes  faid,  that  it  was  no  matter 
what  fum  was  appropriated,  as,  if  it  was  not  wanted,  it 
would  not  be  expended  ,  but  he  believed  whatever  fum  was 
appropriated  would  be  expended  j  for  he  was  not  one  of 
thofe  who  thought  that  revenue  could  not  be  found.  He 
^elievedif  the  money  was  granted,  it  would  be  both  found 
and  fpent. 

Mr.  Sitgreay,es  wifhed  to  corredl  the  gentleman  lafl:  up 
with  refpect  to  one  fa<Sl.  He  had  faid  the  Prefident  of  the 
old  Congrels  had  no  falary.  It  was  true,  that  he  did  not 
receive  any  thing  under  that  name;  but  there  was  a  provifion 
not  merely  for  the  furniture  of  his  houfe,  but  for  the  con- 
flant  provifion  of  it,  and  this  was  fo  confiderable  that  from 
1778  to  1779,  in  one  year  83,000  dollars  were  paid  for  that 
purpofe. 

Mr.  Macon  wifhed  to  know  what  fort  of  money  this  was; 
he  fuppofed  it  was  in  depreciated  paper. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  was  not  certain  what  kind  of  money-  was 
meant. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith  faid,  in  fettling  a  bufinefs  of  this 
kind,  it  was  proper  to  have  refpe6t  to  the  office,  and  not  to 
the  man  who  was  to  fill  it.  He  could  himfelf  confider  the 
eftablifliment  of  the  Prefident's  houfhold,  in  no  other  light 
than  in  the  nature  of  a  compenfatlon  for  his  fervices^  in 
the  fame  way  that  he  confidered  the  privelege  of  franking, 
ftationafy  and  newfpapers,  allowed  the  members  of  both 
houfes,  to  be.  fuch  j  becaufe,  if  they  were  not  allowed  to 
them,  they  would  have  to  purchafe  thofe  articles  themielvesj 
and  if  furniture  were  not  provided  by  government  forthehoufc 
of  the  Prefident,  he  mufi  himfelf  furnifh  it  out  of  his  ialary, 
or  from  his  private  purfe.  To  refufe  to  provide  the  necef- 
fary  furniture,  would  therefore,  be  to  re. luce  his  falary  ;  for 
it  was  true  that  tliis  plan  of  prelenting  furniture  to  the  Prefi- 
dent, was  adopted  before  the  falary  was  fiXQcl,  fo  that  it 
muft  have  been  confidered  as  being  additional  to  the  falary. 
And.  was  that  falary,  he  afked,  near  fo  valuable  now  as  it 
was  wheu  fijced  ?  Certainly   not.     He    trufted^  therefore^ 
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^Itey /lioulci  not  reduce  it.  It  was  impoffible  to  fay  exa6i:iy 
what  fum  would  put  the  furniture  in  the  faine  ftate  as  vvheri 
it  was  preieuted  to  the  Prefident  hi  1789;  for,  though  he 
was  upon  the  joint  comiiiittec,  he  was  incapable  of  making 
a  calculation  on  the  bulinefs  as  it  related  to  dollars  and  cents. 
It  was  thought  that  14,000  dollars  would  not  be  more  thatt 
fufficient  to  put  it  in  complete  order.' 

This  fiun,  Mr.  S.  faid,  was  mentioned,  from  a  confide- 
ration  that  four  years  hence  the  feat  of  government  would 
be  removed,  and  that  then  the  furniture  would  be  in  a  great 
degree  ufelefs.  They,  therefore,  only  recommended  fuclt  a 
fum  as  they  thought  would  be  fufEcierit  to  put  the  furniture 
in  a  proper  [fate  for  that  term.  He  believed  the  I4500(» 
dollars  would  not  do  more  than  that. 

Mr.  Macon  faid  he  was  always  oppofed  to  the  privileges 
allowed  to  members  of  franking,  &c.  Gentlemen  talked 
about  a  ftatement  ;  he  did  not  know  what  that  might  con- 
tain, he  had  not  feen  it  j-  but  he  did  not  know  ho  vv  it  could 
require  14,000  dollaris  to  repair  furniture  which  at  firft  coft 
only  13,000. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith  faid  the    gentleman  la  11  up'  was    in- 
accurate in  his  ftatement.     Tiie  13,000  dollars  which   were 
allowed  for  furniture  for  the  late  Prefident,  v/as  in  acidition 
to  the  furniture  which  had  already  been  in  polTeffion  of  the 
Prefident  of  Congrefs. 

Mr.  Sherborne  faid,  the  queftion  was  with  refpec^  to  the 
quantum  of  money  to  be  granted,  as  every  one  feemed  to 
allow  that  a  certain  fum  was  necelTary.  By  having  recourfe 
to  what  was  done  for  other  oiRcers  of  governmentjthey  might, 
perhaps,  form  an  eilimate  of  what  wouK  be  reafoaable  on 
the  prefent  occalion.  A  practice  had  been  cftabliflied  of 
allowing  ourminifters  to  foreign  countries,  a  fum  as  an  outfit 
equal  to  one  year's  falary  ;  fo  that  9,000  dollars  were  allov/ed 
a  minifter  for  this  purpofe^  tliough  it  might  happen  that  he 
would  not  be  employed  more  than  a  few  months  in  the 
fervice.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  ^4,000  dollars  could 
not  be  thought  too  large  a  fum  for  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  whofe  term  of  fervice  was  for  four  years^ 
and  which  would  go  to  his  fucceilor  in  office;  whereas  the 
9,000  dollars  allowed  to  a  foreign  minifter  were  entirely  at 
his  difpofal,  though  he  might  not  be  in  the  fervice  more  thai>. 
^  month. 

Mr.  Ames  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  defi- 
rable  to  proceed  according  to  precedent  in   this   bufinefs  as; 
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nearly  as  they  could.  It  was  not  delirable  to  innovate,  or 
change  the  eftablilhed  order  of  things,  except  ftrong  reafons 
exifted  for  the  change.  On  enquiring  what  had  been  the 
practice  heretofore,  they  found  the  Preudent  of  the  old  Con- 
grefs,  as  well  as  the  Prelident  now  going  out  of  office  had 
Jiad  eftabliiliments  made  for  their  houfehold,  fimilar  to  that 
now  propofed.  If  they  looked  forward  to  that  period  when 
the  feat  of  government  was  to  be  removed,  and  coniidered 
the  furniture  wliich  would  be  necelTaryfor  the  houfe  in  the 
Federal  city,  it  would  be  {ctn  that  there  would  be  a  ne- 
cefQty  for  a  new  eftablifliment  at  that  time,  as  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  prefent  furniture  or  what  might  be  purchafed 
with  the  fum  now  contemplated,  would  be  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  furnifhing  of  that  houfe.  He  fuppofed  an  additional 
grant  of  12  or  15,000!.  would  be  neceffary  for  thatpurpofe. 

This  having  been  the  practice  eftablilhed,  it  apped^red  to 
him  fomewhat  ftrange  that  the  gentleman  from  North-Caro- 
lina, Mr.  Macon,  fliould  have  oppofed  the  meaiijre  as  an 
innovation  and  as  a  dangerous  principle,  whereas  they  were 
going  to  do  now  only  what  they  had  done  in  former  inftances* 
And  not  to  do  which  would  lay  them  under  the  charge  of 
verfatility.  It  would  be  faid  that  nothing  \v-as  certain  under 
our  government,  but  tiiat  every  thing  w^as  fubje6l  to  change. 
If  this  uncertainty  was  objectionable  in  general,  it  was  par- 
ticularly fo  when  it  related  to  an  independent  branch  of  go- 
vernment. What  -vvas  eftablifhed  ought  to  he  refpeCted. 
If  they  were  to  conlider  what  would  by  ajuft  principle  in  an 
eftabliiliment  de  novo,  they  might  fay  it  fhould  be  fettled  ia 
this  way  or  that  ;  but  in  coniidering  what  vras  already  ef-^ 
tablilhed,  they  muft  have  refpedt  to  the  rules  upon  which 
it  w^as  founded.  And  lliall  the  iirft  citizen  in  the  United 
'States,  and  perhaps  the  firft  citizen  in  the  Yt^orld,  faid  he, 
be  placed  in  a  lituation  confiderably  below  our  private  citizens, 
in  point  of  furniture  and  ftyle  of  living  ?  He  trufted  he  v/ould 
not,  though  he  had  hitherto  fcarcely  been  placed  upon  a 
level  with  them.  Notwithftanding  this  the  propofed  cita- 
blifhment  had  been  compared,  with  what  view  he  could  not 
fay,  to  the  fplendor  of  European  courts ;  if  this  comparifon 
was  made  with  an  intention  to  deceive?' the  people,  fuch  an 
affertion,  with  io  little  foundation,  was  unvv^orthy  of  the  re- 
prcfentative  of  a  free  people,  and  betrayed  a  mean-  opinion 
of  his  conftituents  to  believe  they  could  be  fo  eafily  deceived. 

We  have  chofen  an  eledive  government,  faid  Mr.  A. 
and  if  it  were  meant  to  be  kept   pure,  they  m.uft  encourage 
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the  people  to  laake  choice  of  fucli  men,  without  refpeft  ts. 
iort^uic,  as  they  think  will  ferve  them  beft,  but  if,  inftead 
of  providing  afuitable  houfehold  for  the  Prelident,  they  left 
him  to  provide  for  himfelf  in  thisrefpect,  men  of  large  for«^ 
tun.e  only  could  engage  in  his  part  of  the  public  fervice. 
Ard  would  this,  he  ailvcd,  be  doing,  honour  to  the  re- 
piiblicafi  government  ?  He  thought  not. 

Some  gentlemen  who  were  oppofed  to  the  giving  of  143003 
dollars,  were  yet  inclined  to  give  a  fmaller  fum.  They  feemed 
to  have  two  reafons  for  this  ;  one  arilmg  from  economy,  the 
Other  from  a  kind  of  diftruft  of  a  mifpcnding  of  the  money. 
Economy,  he  allowed,  was  neceflary  •,  but  the  extreme  of 
virtue,  was  faid  to  be  nearly  allied  to  vice,  and  the  extreme 
of  economy  vv^as  doubtlefs  parlimony.  Extremes  generally 
touched  each  other.  He  could  place  this  idea  in  a  redicu- 
lous  light,  but  he  would  forbear  to  do  it.  Gentlemen  had 
no  objeftion  to  grant  8,000  dollars,  and  the  bill  only  pro- 
pofed. that  it  Ihould  not  exceed  14,000.  Kov/ Vv^ere  gentle- 
men really  appreheniive  in  their  confciences  that  this  ad- 
ditional power  over  6,000  dollars  vv'ould  be  abufed,  by  its 
being  laid  out  in  gewgaws  and  nicknacks,  or  did  they  wifh, 
by  diminifliing  the  funijto  preveiat  the  Prelident  from  having 
his  furniture  all  of  2  piece,  and  thereby  placing  their  dif- 
cretion  in  the  purchafe  of  it  in  the  place  of  liis  ?  The  furni- 
ture when  purchafed,  added  Mr.  A.  will  belong  to  the  office, 
and  not  to  the  man*  He -thought,  therefore,  they  had  fpent 
time  to  little  purpofe  in  endeavouring  to  remove  an  eftablifh- 
ed  principle,  and  therefore  hoped  they  fhould  have  the 
queftion. 

The  quefrion  for  ftriking  out  was  put  and  negatived,  55  to 
36.  The  committee  then  rofe,  and  when  the  queftion  was 
about  to  be  put  in  the  houfe, 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  the  pro vifion  of  the  bill  left  it  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  Prelident  whether  he  would  expend  the 
whole  of  the  money,  or  not.  His  opinion  vras  that  the  fum 
was  too  large  ;  but  the  queif  ion  for  flriking  it  out  having 
been  regatived,  the.  expenditure  'mull  be  left  to  the  dii- 
cretion  of  the  Prefident.  He  did  not  mean  to  go  into  any 
detail  on  the  builnefs.  He  di  ^  not  wifh  to  place  the  gentle- 
man coming  into  ofnce  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  that  of  liim 
who  was  going  out;  and  as  he  felt  no  obje<ftion  to  leave  it  to 
the  Prelident  to  make  ufe  of  the  whole  or  a  part  of  this 
monevj  as  his  difcretion  iliouid  dire^^  he  fliould  vote  for 
ihe  bilL 
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Mr.  Claiborn  faid  ss  provifion  had  been  made  for  iiirnlture 
for  the  gentleman  now  in  office,  he    was  "inclined    to   vote 
for  the  143O00  dollars  propofed  now  to   be  granted    for  the 
fame  purpofe  to  the  gentleman  who  was  to  fucceed  him. 

Mr.  Henderfon  wiflied  to  give  his  reafons  for  voting  againfl 
this  bill.  He  wiflied  to  place  the  Prendent  coming  into 
office  in  as  comfortable  circumftances  as  he  who  was  going 
out ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  fum  propofed  was  larger 
than  necedary  for  this  purpofe.  Indeed,  Mr.  H.  faid,  when 
he  read  an  article  of  the  conftitution  touching  this  fubjeftj  he 
bad  his  doubts  v/ith  refpect  to  the  conftitutionality  of  the 
proceeding.  That  article  fald,  « that  the  Prelident  ffiould 
receive  a  compenfation,  which  fliould  neither  be  inereafed 
nor  diminifhe.dj  during  the  period  for  \¥hich  he  fliould  have 
been  elected  : — and  that  he  fliould  not  receive,  within  tliat 
period,  cmy  other  eraolum§nts  from  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them." 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  believed  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
conftitutionality  of  the  propofed  granc  of  money,  as  the 
claufe  ran,  "  during  the  period'^for  which  he  fhoulJ  have  been 
elected,"  which  would  not  prevent  them  paffing  any  number 
of  a6ts  before  he  went  into  office. 

The  queftion  on  the  paffing  of  the  bill  was  then  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

YEAS. 


Fiflier  Am.es, 
Theodorus  Bailey, 
Abraham  Baldwin, 
Theophilus  Bradbury^ 
Daniel  Buck, 
Demfey  Burges, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
Joffiua  Coit, 
"William  Cooper, 
William,  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana, 
James  Davenport, 
George  Dent, 
George  Ege, 
Abiel  Fofter, 
P wight  Fofter, 
NatHaniel  Freeman,  jun. 


Nicholas  Gilman, 
Henry  Glen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich^ 
Roger  Grifwoid, 
W  iUiam  B.    Grov^, 
Robert  Goqdloe  riarperj 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
Thomas  Hartley, 
William  Hindman, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
George  Leonard, 

Edward  Livingftcn, 
Sanluel  Lyman, 
William  Lyman, 
James  Madifon, 
Francis  Malbone, 

Andrew  Moore,, 
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Albert  Gallatin. 
Ezekiel  Gilbert^ 
John  Nicholas, 
John  Page, 
Jcfiah  Parker, 
John  Patten, 
Elifha  R.  Potter, 
Jo'm  Reed, 
John  Richards, 
Samuel  Sewall, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Tompfon  J.  Skinner, 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
ISfathaniel  Smith, 


Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
Thomas  Sprigg, 
John  Swanwick, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher, 
John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Peleg  Wadfworth,  and 
John  Williams, 


^3 


NAYS. 


I'homas  Blount, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Gabriel  Chriftie, 
John  Clopton, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
Jeffe  Franklin, 
James  Gillefpie, 
Chriftopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
Wade  Hampton, 
John  Hathorn, . 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
John  Heath, 


Thomas  Henderfon, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
Aaron  Kitchell, 
Mathew  Locke, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
John  Milledge, 
Anthony  New, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
William  Strudwick, 
Richard  Winn. 


and 

a?. 


Mr.  Bradbury  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Judge  Turner,  alfo  that  of  fome  inhabitants 
of  the  North  Y/eftern  territory,  with  the  report  made  laft 
feffion  thereon,  reported.  The  committee  recommended  that 
the  bufmefs  fliouL!  come  to  a  hearing  before  the  court  of  that. 
territory,  where  the  judge  would  have  an  opportunity  of  de- 
fending bimfelf  again  ft  thecharges  brought  againfthlni. 

The  Itcretaiy  of  ftate  made  arep'ort  on  the  memorial  of 
fundry  citizens  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  loiTes  fuf- 
taincd  by  captures,  fpoliarions,    &c.  committed  upon  their 
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Ijropertybjrvefiels  of  the  French  Republic,  referred  to  him 
on  the  8th  of  May  laft.  The  report  took  an  extenfive  view 
of  the  the  grievances  our  merchants  had  fuftained,  from  the 
year  1793  ^^  ^^^^  prefent  time,  and  ftated  what  meafures  had 
been  taken  towards  obtaining  redrefs. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  to  have  the  report  printed. 
Mr.  Nicholas  wilhed  to  knov/  what  was  to  be  done  with  it. 
He  thought  it  very  extraordinary  that  this  memorial  (liould 
have  been  referred  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate  fo  long  ago  as  the 
8th  of  May,  and  that  a  report  fhould  not  have  been  made 
till  within  four  days  of  their  adjournment.  He  thought  it 
unnecefTary  to  fwell  their  printers  bill  which  he  fuppofed 
would  be  fufficiently  large,  by  having  it  printed,  fuice  it 
would  not  be  afled  upon  this  feffion. 

Mr.  W.  Sniith  faid  his  reafon  for  wifhing  it  to  be  printed 
was,  becaufe  he  wifhed  to  read  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  that  was  not  a  fufficient  reafon  for  in- 
curring the  expence;  fince,  though  the  gentleman  might 
read  it,  he  would  not  have  the  power  of  adling  upon  it.  He 
hoped  it  would  not  be  printed. 

The  queftion  for  printing  was  put  and  carried.  Laid  ©n 
the  table. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Attorney  General  on  the 
memorial  of  John  Hobby,  marfhal  of  the  diftricl"  of  Maine, 
which  was  in  his  favour.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Dwight  Fofter  reported  a  bill  which  had  been  re-com- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  claims,  for  placing  certain  per- 
fons  on  the  penfion  lift.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  ofiered  the  following  refolution  to  the 
Houfe.  ,. 

*«  Refolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  extending  the  timie  for  receiving  on  loan  the  domef- 
tic  debt  of  the  United  States." 

It  was  agreed  to,  and  Meflrs.  W.  Smith,  Nicholas,  and 
Coit  were  appointed,  who,  afterwards  brought  in  a  bill,  which 
was  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to-morrow. 

-Appropriations/or  the  Military  and  Naval  Epahlifiments. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  this  fiib- 

je-rt,  Mr.  Dent  in  the  chair,  when,  after  fome   difciiiiion 

refpe^ling  the  price  of  rations,  Mr.  Gallatin  iniifting  upon 
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1 7  cents  being  a  fufficiently  high  calculation,  and  Mr.  W. 
Smith  abiding  by  the  eftimate  of  the  War  Department  at 
20  cents,  the  latter  was  agreed  upon  36  to  34,  and  the 
pay  and  iubfiftence  of  the  army  was  fettled,  but  which  has 
iince  undergone  an  alteration,  owing  to  the  two  companies 
of  cavalry  being  added  by  a  new  bill.  The  fum  for  forage 
and  cloathing  was  alfo  agreed  upon,  but  wliich  afterwards, 
of  courfe,  from  the  above  alteration  underwent  an  ?iug- 
meotation.  The  hofpital  department  being  under  conii- 
deration, 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  30,000  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  fill  it  with  10,000.  He  iaid, 
they  had  this  year  had  a  fratement  of  the  expence  of  the  mi- 
litary eflabliflimerit,  by  which  they  found  that  the  hofpital 
department  had  coft  6905  dollars.  It  had  been  the  uniform 
praftice  of  the  Houfe  to  appropriate  from  30  to  40,000  dol- 
lars under  this  head,  though  the  expence  had  never  exceed- 
ed 7,000  ;  and  to  apply  the  furplus  to  other  purpofes.  He 
tlipught  it  wrong  to  appropriate  four  times  the  fum  necelTa- 
ry,and  had  therefore  propofedto  fill  the  blank  with  10,000 
dollars,  which  was  50  per  cent,  more  than  had  ever  been  Ex- 
pended for  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  Parker  believed  that  10,000  dollars  would  be  enough 
to  pay  for  phytic  for  the  army.  Indeed  he  believed  it  was 
generally  expended  in  wine  and  luxuries  by  the  ojfHcers,  and 
that  little  of  it  went  to  the  ufes  of  the  fubordinates. 
The  queftion  for  io,coo  dollars  was  put  and  carried. 
The  blank  for  the  ordinance  department  was  filled  with 
40,000  dollars  •,  and  that  for  the  fortifications  of  the  ports 
and  harbours  of  the  United  States  with  24,000  dollars. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  quarter  maf- 
ter's  department,  the  Indian  department,  the  defenfive  pro- 
te£lionof  the  frontiers,  bounties,  and  all  the  contingent  ex- 
penfc-sof  the  war  department,  with  300,000  dollars. 

Mr.  Venable  faid  if  the  fum  necefiary  for  each  of  the 
above  items  could  be  fpecified,  he  would  rather  have  it  fo  ex- 
prefied  than  have  the  whole  in  one  fum. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  it  would  come  to  the  fame  thing,  if  the 
feveral  items  were  voted  in  an  aggregrate  fum,  as  they  were 
all  contingent  expences.  He  fhould  move  to  have  the  blank 
filled  with  446,000  dollars.  '  '  ■'  ' 

Mr.  Gallatin  obferved  there  were  two  motions  before  the 
committee  ;  the  one  to  fill  the  blank  with  446,000  dollars^ 
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the  other  with  300^000.  He  would  obferve  that  one  of  th« 
items  in  this  eftimate,  viz.  that  for  the  fortifications  of  Weft 
Point,  ought  not  to  be  iiichided  under  this  head  ;  bnt,  as  to 
the  other  items,  he  would  mention,  in  anfwer  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Venable)  v/hat 
w^as  the  reafon  which  had  induced  the  committee  to  put  them 
in  one  fum,  which  was  to  obtain  the  very  object  he  had  ia 
view  in  wilhing  to  have  the  items  feparate^ 

It  would  be  recollected,  that  they  had  had  a  letter  from 
the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  in  which  he  faid,  ««  that  the 
appropriations  for  the  military  and  naval  eftablifhments  were 
coniidered  as  general  grants  of  money  j"  and,  though  they 
were  to  be  accounted  for  according  to  law,  yet  it  was  the 
practice  of  the  officers  of  the  treafury,  not  to  coniider  each 
appropriation  as  Ipecific,  but  the  whole  as  a  general  grant  of 
money.  This  practice  ^was  making  the  law  a  mere  farce, 
fince  the  officers  of  the  treafury  did  not  couHder  themfeives 
as  at  all  bound  by  the  fpecific  fums.  He  therefore  conclud- 
ed it  to  be  proper  to  pafs  the  law  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  con- 
fine the  expence  to  the  appropriation  for  the  different  items. 
It  was  faid  to  be  impoffible  to  carry  the  law  into  execution  en 
this  principle.  It  v/as  faid,  there  were  a  number  of  contin- 
gent expences  v/hich  could  not  be  exa£tly  afcertained,  and 
that  therefore  it  was  neceiTary  the  officers  of  the  treafm^- 
fhould  have  a  certain  difcretion  given  them  to  make  nfe  of 
the  furplus  of  any  item,  for  v^^hich  more  than  was  neceiTary 
had  been  appropriated.  He  believed  the  uncertainty  here 
mentioned  exifted,  and  therefore  it  had  been  concluded  to 
be  beft  to  put  the  contingent  articles  together  in  one  fum,  in 
order  to  give  bounds  to  the  difcretion  of  the  department. 

Having  mentioned  the  reafons  which  caufed  the  bill  to  be 
brought  in  this  ihape,  Mr.  G.  faid,  he  would  mention  the 
items  upon  which  the  fum  he  had  propofed  to  fill  np  the 
blank  was  compofed.  For  defenfive  protection  6oj00o  dol- 
lars, for  the  quarter  mailer's  department  150,000  dollars. 
This  latter  fum  had  been  eftimated  at  25o>ooo  dollars,  but 
upon  what  ground  he  VN^as  at  a  lofs  to  know.  The  army 
would  now  be  fixed  in  garrifonjand  would  niZithave  to  march 
from  poft  to  poft.  None  of  tKe  reafons  given  laft  year  for 
this  expence,  would  now  apply^  and  he  thought  it  uDrealbn- 
ablethat  the  fame  fam  ffiould  be  allowed  for  rhis  item  v/hich 
v/as  allowed  in  the  time  r^hen  they  were  engaged  in  an  In- 
dian war. 
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DdlarSr 
Ih  1789^  when  we  had  800  men  in  garrifon, 
Mr.  G.  fiiidthe  expence  of  this  departmenr  vfas  1 1,074 

In  1 790,  he  did  not  recoUe^l  the  number  of 
troops,  but  not  more  he  believed.  -  -         45,763 

In  1 79 1,  -  -  -  -  92,223 

In  1 792,  in  the  height  of  the  Indian  war       -       206,5 10 
In  1793  _  ,  -  -  178,602 

In  1794  -  -  -  -         253,000 

In  1795  -         -         -         -         -         -         3i75<^47 

What  would  be  the  expence  of  1 796,  could  not  be  exadlly 
afcertained.  It  appeared  by  the  ftatecnent  which  they  had 
received  that  upwards  of  204,000  dollars  had  been  expended. 
Whether  there  were  any  farther  demands  unfettled,  he  could 
not  teil.  It  appeared,  therefore,  that  the  expence  of  that 
department  had  increafed  from  11,000  to  300,000  dollars. 
This  had  been  owing  to  two  caufes,  the  increafe  of  the  army, 
and  by  the  Indian  war.  There  had  alio  been  a  great  lofs  of 
horfes  from  having  forage  to  fetch  from  great  diftances. 

There  had  lafi:  year  alfo  been  a  coniiderable  expence  in- 
curred in  taidng  poiTeffion  of  the  pofts  *,  but  thofe  being  now 
in  poffeilion,  and  the  army  at  reft  there,  he  believed  150,000 
dollars  would  be  fufficient  for  the  prefent  year.  This  would 
account  for  a  diiterence  of  100,000  dollars  betwixt  the  twa 
€fi:imates.  Tlie  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  had  eftimated 
the  Indian  dep:irtment  at  90,000  dollars  which  he  reckoned 
at  70,000.  Mr.  G.  noticed  feveral  articles  under  this  head 
as  charged  too  high.  The  running  of  the  lines  of  the  terri- 
tory was  eftimated  at  10,000  dollars.  It  was  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe  that  it  could  require  this  fum  to  run  thefe  lines,  when 
the  running  of  the  lines  in  the  north-weftern  territory  had 
only  been  eftimated  at  25,000  dqllars.  The  article  of  con- 
tingencies was  eftimated  at  30,000  dollars,  which  was  an  ex- 
travagant fum  and  much  too  large  ;  he  thought  10,000 
would  be  fufhcient.  Thefe  different  items  conftituted  the 
difference  betwixt  the  300,000  andthe  446,000  dollars,  with 
which  the  blanks  had  been  propofed  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  W.  Sm.ith  faid,  the  ilim  with  which  he  had  moved  to 
till  the  blank,  was  conformable  to  the  eftimate  which  he  had 
received  from  the  war  department.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
fay  what  would  be  exactly  fufiicient,  but  he  could  not  fup- 
pofe  that  the  war  department  could  be  146,000  dollars  wide 
of  the  mark  in  their  eftimate.  It  would  be  recoUefted  that 
bft  year,  the  eftimate  received  from  the  War  Office,  was 
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departed  from  in  feveral  inftances,  and  confequently  this  year 
they  had  b*  ^n  called  upon  to  ;make  up  deficiency  to  an 
amount  beyond  even  the  eftimate  of  laft  pear.  With  refpe^t 
to  the  10,000  dollars  for  running  the  lines  of  the  Indian, 
boundary,  he  could  not  fay  that  that  fum  would  not  be  ne- 
ceiTary.  The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  had  compared 
this  item  with  the  25,000  dollars  appropriated  for  running 
all  the  boundary  lines  in  the  north-weftern  territory,  but  if 
he  had  examined  that  item,  he  would  have  found  that  this 
fjm  had  been  appropriated  towards  carrying  the  bufinefs  in- 
to efFe6]:;  it  was  not  for  the  whole  expence,  for  it  might  coit 
double/the  fum.  With  refpe<51:  to  the  contingencies  of  the 
war  department,  he  did  not  know  upon  what  ground  the 
gentleman  propofed  reducing  the  fum  from  30,000  to  10,000, 
when  in  one  year,  they  had  coft  34,000.  He  thought  with 
this  information  from  the  proper  department  before  them,  they 
ought  not  to  make  fo  conliderable  a  deduction. 

Mr.  Dearborn  could  fee  no  reafon  for  making  the  appro- 
priation fo  large  as  had  been  propofed  by  the  gentleman  from 
8.  Carolina.  It  muft  be  recollected  that  the  army  was  in  aar- 
rifon,  where  there  were  barrack-houfes  convenient  for  tho 
officers  and  men,  and  contracts  had  been  entered  into  for 
dehvering  proviiions  at  the  different  forts,  and  there  would 
therefore  be  a  great  deduction  on  account  of  the  tranfporta- 
ticn,  in  which  7  or  800  horfes  had  been  ufed  up,  and  the  ' 
horfes  on  han.i  might  alfo  be  fold.  Camp  equipage  was  a 
heavy  article  of  expence,  but  which  would  not  be  wanted 
whilft  the  troops  were  in  garrifon.  Tkefe  two  articles  would 
of  themfeives  make  a  very  conliderable  part  of  the  whole 
item.  There  would  alfo  be  a  faving  in  the  purchafe  of  hor~ 
ies,  as  the  cavalry  m^ade  more  than  half  tiie  expence.  He 
did  not  think  more  than  loo^ooo  dollars  could  be  wanted 
under  this  hea  i,  except  it  were  wanted  for  m.aking  new  forts 
or  fortifications.  There  would  be  now  no  neceflrty  for  build- 
ing officers  houfes,  and  huts  for  the  foldiers  for  winter  quar- 
ters. All  thefe  circumilances  coniidered,  he  thought  the 
fum  he  had  mentioned  would  be  fufficient. 

Thequeftion  for  filling  the  blank  with  44*5,000  wzis  put 
and  negatived,  there  being  only  13  votes  in  £\vourof  it.  The 
fenfe  of  the  committee  was  then  taken  upon  30O3O00,  anci 
-carried,  there  being 5  i  votes  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill,  «  For  the 
repairs  of  the  fortifications  of  Weft-Point  20,000  dollars." 

Mr.  Coit  enquired  if  there  was  any  eilir:,r:;tc  of  thii  item. 
4  X 
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Mr.  Gallatin  laid  there  was  no  eft nnate  refpe^Ving  Wei^ 

Point. 

Mr.  W.  Srnitli  faidthere  was  an  ertimate  for  Niagara,  Ofwe- 

gOj  Detroit,  &c.  which  might  include  V/^eft-Point,  he  propoled 

therefore  to  change  the  motion  and  infert  "  Niagara,  Ofwe- 

goy  Detroit,  &c,"  which  would  inclurde   Weil-Pomt,    if  ne- 

ccflaiy. 

Mr.    Gallatiii  wiflied   the   gentleman    from  S.   Carolina 

would  fay  whether  he  had  any  information  with  refpecl  ta 

Wefl-Point. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  he  had  no  particular  information  on 

the  fii'ojeft,  but  as  it  was    of  importance    the  works    there 

liioiiici  be  very  compleat,   he  thought   it  prudent   to   grant 

fomething  for  that  object. 

Mr.  Gallatin   hoped  the  propoiition  would  be  reje^led. 

There  was  no  neceffity  for  repaifiug  the  fortifications  of  the 
pofts  men tioDed  more  than  any  other  of  the  forts  upon  the 
Lakes.  They  knew  nothing  of  them^  but  that  they  were  too 
large  for  the  garrifonsin  them  *,  but  he  believed  if  they  once 
begun  to  appropriate  money  for  this  purpoPe,  it  would  be- 
come a  yearly  expencCr  And  whilft  they  hasi  been  parfimo-* 
jiious  Avlth  refpe^l  to  the  ports  an  harbours  of  the  United 
States,  having  only  appropriated. 24,000  dollars  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  he  cQuki  feeno  reafon  for  granting  20,000  dollars  for 
repairing  the  forts  of  Niagara,  Ofwego  and  Detr&it,  againft  a 
few  Injians;  as  it  was  well  known  that  a  Biock-Haufe  was 
as  good  a  fortifieation  againft  the  Indians,  as  any  other^ 
When  the  regim.ent  was  raifed  to  go  and  take  poiiefhon  of 
that  country,  they  built  all  their  forts  as  they  went  along, 
without  any  expence,  except  the  price  of  a  few  tools.  He 
hoped,  thereforcc.  they  fhould  not,  by  voting  for  this  fum,  in- 
troduce a  new  item  of  expence  into  their  annual  appropria- 
tions. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  agreed  with  the  gentleman  lafl:  up,  that 
enough  had  not  been  appropriated  for  the  defence  of  the 
ports  and  harbours  of  the  United  States  j  but  if  they  hi-d 
done  wrong  in  one  initance,  it  was  no  rule  wliy  they  fiiould 
continue  to  do  fo.  He  thought  it  very  important  that  the 
forts  he  had  mentioned  Ihouid  be  fo  fecured  at  ieaft  as  that 
they  lliouldnotgoto  ruin.  Un  ier  this  item  was  included 
Weif-Poin,  which  was  a  fort  of  great  confequence,  and  he 
would  rtli.er  40,000  dollars  were  appropriated  than  20,000, 
for  this  purpofe, 
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Mr.  Dearborn  faid,  as  far  as  the  propofition  related  w 
Niagara,  Ofwego,  and  Detroit,  he  thought  it  improper  to 
appropriate  moiaey  for  their  defence.  He  believed  it  would 
require  a  year  or  two  to  know  what  was  neccflary  to  be  done 
there.  At  Niagara,  the  works  were  large  enough  for  6.  or 
7oeo  men,  and  it  would  become  a  queftion  whether  they 
fhould  be  reduced,  or  kept  up  as  they  were;  at  Ofwego,  no- 
thing more  could  be  necefTary  than  a  block-houfe.  It  was 
true,  thsre  were  conhderabie  works  there,  but  until  it  was 
decided  what  they  ihould  do  with  them-,  it  would  be  impro- 
per to  appropriate  money  for  their  repair.  The  iame  mipht 
be  faid  of  Detroit.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  Preiident  could 
have  information  from  thofe  places  of  what  was  neceifary". 
V/hatever  temporary  repair  might  be  required,  the  troops 
themfelves  would  be  abk  to  eJfed.  As  to  Weft-Point,  he 
did  not  know  any  thing  about  it,  except  that  it  was  a  place  of 
confequence  ;  he  alfo  knew  that  a  great  deal  of  money  had 
been  laid  out  upon  it.  He  hoped  they  fnouid  get  into  a  new 
fyftem  withrefpecTr  to  the  defence  of  oiir  ports  and  harbours; 
and  until  that  was  done,  he  ihould  be  againll  granting  any 
conliderable:'  fum  for  this  purpofe.  If  gentlemen  were  in 
poffeffion  of  "any  information  on  the  liibjc<^t,  he  perhaps 
might  be  induced  to  vote  for  a  fmail  fum  •,  but  not  until  he 
knew  more  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Livingfton  fpoke  of  the  importance  of  the  fort  at 
Weft-Point,  and  of  the  heceffity  of  keeping  it  in  proper  re- 
pair. ' 

Mr.  Coit  laid  the  queftion  feemed  to  have  taken  a  new 
turn.  Hepreiumed  that  Weft-Point  was  not  in  the  idea  of 
the  Secretary  at  War  when  he  made  the  eftimate  upon  which 
this  bill  was  founded.  If  it  had,  it  would  have  been  very 
improper  to  have  begun  with  Ofwego,  and  include  Y/ eft- 
Point  in  the  etcetera*  In  Jane,  1796,  20,000  dollars,  he 
faid,  were  appropriated  for  the  repairs  of  this  fort,  and  they 
had  not  been  informed  that  it  had  been  expended, 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  there  had  only  been  7000  dollars  ex- 
pended at  Weft-Point ;  the  other  13,000  were  not  intended 
for  that  fort.  The  prefent  approprir.tiori  was  doubtiefs  in- 
tended for  the  forts  mentioned,  and  thofe  in  the  fame  quar- 
ter. If  any  thing  was  wanted  for  W>il-Point,  a  diitinft  pro- 
pofition fnculd  come  before  them  for  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  obferved  that  the  (gentleman  laft  up  had 
ftated  that  only  7,000  t.ollars  had  been  expended  at  Yv^cft- 
Point ;  that  was  only  the  amount  which  had  been  expended 
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at  the  time  the  eftlmate  was  made  ;  but  the  whole  might  have 
been  iince  laid  out^  as  then  only  520,000  dollars  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  military  eftablKhment  had  been  expended. 
Mr.  Gallatin  faid  that  the  total  expenditure  of  the  efti- 
mate  alluded  to,  was  1,280,479  dollars. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  negatived,  there  being  only  19 
votes  in  favour  of  it. 

The  committee  rofe  and  had  leave  to  lit  again. 
It  appears  that  returns  from  the  officers  required  by  law 
to  flare  the  number  of  feamen  regiftered,  and  impreffed  by 
the  belligerent  powers,  have  been  comparatively  few  and  im- 
perfect ;  the  following  is  an  abftradl  of  the  numbers  impref- 
fed  {o  far  as  we  yet  know  officially. 

16  who  are  called  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
8  citizens  of  MafTachufetts. 
6  ditto  of  Rhode^fland. 
2  ditto  of  New-York. 
4  ditto  of  Pehnfylvania* 

2  ditto  of  Delavv^are. 

3  ditto  of  Maryland. 
I  ditto  of  Virginia. 


Citizens  42 

1 2  Britifh  fubje<?l:s. 

26  Foreigners  of  other  countries  than  Great  Britain, 

27  whofe  country  is  unknown. 

In  all  107  exclufive  of34lrifh  paiTengers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Smith  the  Houfe  refolved  i  tfelf  in- 
to a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  Military  Appropriation 
Bill,  Mr.  Dent  in  the  chair ;  and,  after  having  gone  through, 
the  greater  part  of  it,  the  hour  of  adjournment  being  -arrived 
the  committee  rofe,  and  had  leave  to  fit  again. 

Adjourned.  -    " 


^uejday,  Fehi-itary  28. 

Mr.  Livingfton,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  enquii*e 
whether  any  and  what  alterations  were  neceiTary  in  the  act 
paft  laft  feffion  for  therelief  and  proteftion  of  American  fea- 
men, made  a  report,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  to-rnorrow. 
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The  following  document  was  prefentecl  to  the  houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  on  Tuefday  lail: ;  with  an  exteniive  appen- 
dix. 

REPORT. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  purfuance  of  an  order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefsntatives,  of  the  8th  of  May,  1796,  on  the 
memorial  and  petition  of  fundry  citizens  of  the  United. States 
reliding  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  relative  to  the  lolTes  they" 
have  fuftained  by  the  capture  of  their  property  by  the  French 
'  armed  veffels  on  the  high  feas,  or  in  confequence  of  the 
forced  or  voluntary  fales  of  their  proviiions  and  merchandize, 
to  the  officers  of  the  colonial  adminiftrations  of  the  French 
Republic,  having  examined  the  fame,  together  with  accounts 
of  limilar  lolTes  fuftained  by  American  citizens  from  the 
French,,  in  the  European  feas,  or  in  the  ports  of  France, 
which  in  the  details  were  necelTarily  connected  with  the  for- 
mer 5 

Respectfully  reports  : 
That  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  various 
and  continual  complaints  have  been  made  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  the  department  of  State,  and  to  the  mini- 
fters  of  the  United  States  in  France  of  injuries  done  to  their 
commerce  under  the  authority  of  the  French  Republic  and 
by  its  agents.     Thefe  injuries  were 

ift.  Spoliations  and  maltreatment  of  their  veflcls  at  fea,  by 
French  fhips  of  war  and  privateers. 

2d.  A  diftrefling  and  long  continued  embargo  laid  up- 
on their  veffels  at  Bourdeaux  in  the   years  1 793  and  1 794  : 

3d.  The  non-payment  of  bills  and  other  evidences  of 
debts,  due  drawn  by  the  colonial  adminiftration  in  the 
Weft-Indies. 

4th.  The  feizure  on  forced  fales  of  the  cargoes  of  theif 
veffels,  and  appropriating  them  to  public  ufe,  vv^thout  pay- 
ing for  them,  or  paying  inadequately,  or  delaying  payment 
for  a  length  of  time. 

5th,  The  non-performance  of  contra£ls  made  by  the  agent ; 
for  the  government  fupplies. 

6th.  The  condemnation  of  their  veffels  and  cargoes  un- 
der fuch  of  the  marine  ordinances  of  France  as  are  incom*- 
patible  with  the  treaties  fublifting  between  the  tvvo  coun- 
tries •,  and 

7th.  The  captures  fan6lioned  by  a  decree  of  the  National 
Convention   of  the    9th    May^    1793?  [A]  which  in  viola- 
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tion  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce,  declared  ene- 
my's goods  on  board  of  tlieir  veffels,  lawful  prizes,  and  di- 
reeled  the  French  ihips  of  war  and  privateers  to  bring  into 
port,  neutral  veffels  laden  with  provilions  and  bound  to  an 
enemy's  port. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  here  that  this  decree  of  the 
Convention  directed  the  capture  of  neutral  velTeis  laden  with 
provifions  and  deftined  for  enemy's  ports,  preceded  by  one 
month,  the  order  of  the  Britifli  government  for  capturirig 
**  all  veiTeis  loa  led  with  corn,  flour,  or  meal,  bound  to  any 
port  in  France." 

Sucli  was  the  nature  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  French  Republic  previous  to  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Monroe'  as  Miniiier  Plenipotentiary  to 
France  in  the  fummer  of  1794,  and  fine©  his  relidence  there. 
To  him  were  entrurted  the  documents  which  had  been  col- 
lected to  fubllantiate  particular  com.plaints ;  and  he  was  in- 
flrudtsd  to  prels  the  French  government  to  afcertain  and  pay 
what  might  be  found  juftiy  due  from  time  to  time,  as  addi- 
tional cafes  rofe,  tliey  were  tranfmitted  to  him  with  a  like 
•view.  In  September  of  that  year,  he  affigned  to  his  fecre- 
tary  Mr.  Skipwith  (with  the  provilional  appointment  of 
Conful  at  Paris)  the  charge  of  ftating  the  cafes,  and  placing 
them  in  the  proper  train  of  fettlement ;  referving  to  himfelf 
the  duty  of  fixing  general  principles  with  the  government, 
and  patronizing  and  fuperintending  his  proceedings. 

In  conformity  with  the  direction  of  the  minifler,  Mn 
iSkipwith  fhortly  afterwards  made  a  general  report  on  the 
injuries  and  difficulties  and  vexations  to  which  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  was  fubjedted  by  the  regulations  and 
reftraints  of  the  French  government,  or  by  the  abufes  prac- 
tifed  by  its  agents:  to  which  he  added  a  number  of  parti- 
cular cafes,  [a  copy  of  the  whole  was  annexed  to  the  re- 
port, marked  B;]  This  report  was  laid  before  the  French 
Government  5  and  added  to  the  various  reprefentations  of. 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  his  predecelTor,  it  produced  a  decree  of 
the  joint  committees  of  Public  Safety,  Finance,  Commerce, 
and  Supplies,  dated  15th  Nov.  1794^  [a  copy  of  which  was 
annexed  marked  C]  This  decree,  apparently  calculated  to 
remedy  many  of  the  evils  complained  of,  afforded  but  a  very 
partial,  in  refpetSt  to  compenfations,  a  comparatively  fmall 
relief,  while  it  continued  in  force,  the  principles  of  the  de- 
cree of  the  9th  May,  1793,  which  rendered  liable  to  fei- 
^2ure  and  confifcation,  the  goods  of  enemies  found  on  board 
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neutral  veiTels.  American  veiixils  had  been  declare(i  exempt 
from  that  part  of  the  decree  of  the  pth  May,  which  autho- 
rifed  the  feizing  of  veflels  going  to  an  enemy's  port  with 
provifionSi  by  the  decree  of  the  National  Convention  of  the 
28th  July,  1793. 

On  the  appearance  of  the  decree  of  the  9th  May,  the 
American  minifter  at  Paris  renionftrated  againft  it,  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  creaty  of  commerce  between  France  and  the 
United  States.  In  coofequence  thereof,  the  Convention, 
by  a  decree  of  the  23d  of  the  fame  month,  declare  "  that 
the  veiTels  of  the  United  States  are  KOt  comprehended  in 
the  regulation  of  the  9th  of  May."  M.  Le  Brun,  the  mi- 
nifter for  foreign  affairs,  on  the  26th  of  May,  communicated 
this  fecond  decree  to  our  minifter,  accompanying  it  with 
thefe  words  ;  "  You  will  there  hrid  a  new  confirmation 
of  the  principles  from  which  the  French  people  will  never 
depart,  with  regard  to  their  good  friends  and  allies  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America."  Yet  two  days 
only  had  elapfed,  before  thofe  principles  were  departed 
from  •,  on  the  28th  of  May,  the  Convention  repealed  their 
decree  of  the  23d.  The  ovv^ners  of  a  French  privateer  that 
had  captured  a  very  rich  American  Ihip,  the  Laurens, 
found  means  to  effeft  the  rcpea],  to  enable  them  to 
keep  hold  of  their  prize. — They  had  even  the  apparent 
hardinefs  to  fay  beforehand  that  the  decree  of  the  23d  would 
be  repealed. 

The  American  minifter  again  complained.  So  on  the  ift 
of  July,  the  convention  pafted  a  fourth  decree,  again  declar- 
ing, "  That  the  vefFels  of  the  United  States  are  not  com- 
priied  in  the  regulations  of  the  decree  of  the  9th  of  May ; 
conformably  to  the  ftxteenth  [it  Ihould  be  called  the  23  d} 
article  of  the  treaty  concluded  the  6th  of  February,  1778." 
The  new  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  M.  Desforgues,  accom- 
panies this  new  decree  of  July  ift,  with  the  following  ex- 
preiiion  :  "  I  am  very  happy  in  being  able  to  give  you  this 
new  proof  of  the  fraternal  fentiments  of  the  French  -peo- 
ple for  their  allies,  and  of  their  determination  to  maintain  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  power  the  treaties  fubiifting  between  the 
two  Republics  5"  yet  this  decree  proved  as  unliable  as  the 
former:  on  tae  27th  July  it  vv^as  repealed. 

The  next  decree  on  tins  fubje6t  was  that  of  the  joint  corn* 
mittee  of  the  15th  November,  1794,  already  mentioned. 
Then  followe  *  the  decree  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
of  the  4th  January,   1795,  (i4Nivofe,  3d  year)  repealing 
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file  5th  article  in  the  decree  of  the  15th  November  preced- 
ing,  and  in  effea  the  articles  in  the  original  decree  of  the 
9th  May,  1793?  by  which  the  treaty  with  the  United  States 
iiad  been  infringed.  It  is  not  neceifary  for  the  Secretary  to 
add,  that  the  decree  of  the  4th  of  January,  1795,  has 
been  repealed  by  the  decree  of  the  Executive  Diredltory  of 
the  2d  of  July,  1796,  under  colour  of  which  are  committed 
the  fliocking  depredations  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  which  are  daily  exhibited  in  the  Newfpapers.  The 
agents  of  the  Executive  Directory  to  the  leeward  iflands) 
(LebLinc,  Santhonax,  Raimond)  on  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1796,  palTed  a  decree  (marked  C.  C)  for  capturing  all 
American  velTels  bound  to  or  from  Britifh  ports.  The  Se- 
cretary prefumes  this  is  not  an  arbitrary,  unauthorifed  a6l 
or  their  own,  but  that'  it  is  conformable  to  the  intentions  of 
vhe  Executive  Directory  *,  the  privateers  of  the  French  Re- 
public in  Europe  having  captured  fome  iVmerican  velTels  on 
the  lame  pretence  j  and  the  conful  of  the  Republic  at  Cadiz, 
having  explicitly  avowed  his  determination  to  condemn  Ame- 
rican vefTels  on  that  ground,  pleading  the  decree  of  the  Di- 
re<Story  for  his  authority. 

The  Secretary  has  already  intimated  that  the  decree  of  the 
15  th  November,  1794,  was  not  followed  by  the  extenlively 
good  efFe<5ls  expelled  from  it.  By  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Skipwith,  of  the  loth  of  laft  September  (the  lateft 
communication  from  him,  in  anfwer  to  the  Secretary's  re- 
queft  for  information)  it  appears  that  the  claims  for  deten- 
tion of  103  A^merican  veitels  by  the  embargo  at  Bourdeaux 
remained  undetermined  •,  no  funds  having  been  appropriated 
by  the  legillature  for  the  payment  of  them  •,  and  that  none 
of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  colonial  adminiftration  in  the 
Weft-Indies  had  been  paid  to  hirn  ;  the  Treafury  having 
tendered  payment  in  affignats  at  their  nominal  value,  and 
afterwards  in  another  fpecies  of  paper,  called  mandats, 
which  had  fuffered  a  great  depreciation  even  before  they 
were  put  into  circulation :  both  which  modes  of  payment 
were  refufed  to  be  accepted.  The  progrefs  made  by  Mr. 
Skipwith  in  the  adjuftment  of  other  claims,  fo  far  as  known 
to  the  Secretary,  will  appear  in  the  annexed  printed  Ibte- 
ment  [D.]  copies  of  which  were  tranfmitted  ten  months  ago 
to  the  officers  of  the  principal  collec%rs  of  the  cuftoms,  from 
the  department  of  ftate,  for  the  information  of  our  mercan- 
tile citizens. 
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That  nothing  might  be  left  undone  which  coukl  b^  ac- 
compliflied  by  the  Executive,  the  attention  of  general  Pinck- 
ney,  the  prefent  minifter  of  the  United  States  to  France, 
was  particularly  directed  to  the  fiibjecSt  of  thefe  claims  ;  but 
the  interval  which  has  elapfed  fmce  his  departure,  has  not 
admitted  of  any  interefting  communication  from  him  on  this 
bulineis. 

In  conne£lion  with  other  fpoliations  by  French  ai'med 
velTels,  the  Secretary  intended  to  mention  thofe  committed 
under  a  decree  dated  the  ift  of  Auguft,^  179^  iffued  by 
Viiflor  Hughes  and  Lebas,  the  fpscial  agents  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Directory  to  the  Windward  Iflands,  declaring  all 
velTe Is  loaded  with  contraband  articles  of  any  kind,  liable 
(o  feizure  and  confifcation  with  their  entire  cargoes  ;  with- 
out making  any  difcrimination  in  favour  of  thofe  which 
might  be  bound  to  neutral,  or  even  French  ports.  This 
decree  has  been  enforced  againft  the  American  trade  withi- 
out  any  regard  to  the  eftablifhed  forms  of  legal  proceedings^ 
as  will  appear  from  the  annexed  depolition  (E:)  of  Joliah 
Hempftead,  mafter  of  the  Brigaritine  Patty  of  Weathers- 
field,  a  copy  of  the  decree  marked  (F.)  is  alio  annexed. 

The  Secretary  has  received  a  printed  copy  of  anothsi* 
decree  of  the  fame  fpecial  agents  to  the  Windward  IllandSj 
dated  the  13th  Pluvoife,  5th  year,  afifwering  to  February 
I  ft,  1797,  authoriling  the  capture  of  all  neutral  veiTels 
deftineJ  to  any  of  the  Windward  or  Leeward  Iflands,  in 
America,  which  have  been  delivered  up  to  the  Englifh,  and 
occupied  or  defended  by  emigrants,  naming  Martinique,  St. 
Lucie,  Tobago,  Demai'ara,  Berbice,  arid  Efequibo  ;  and  to 
Leeward,  Port-au-Prince,  St.  Marc,  L'Archaye,  and  Jere- 
mie  ;  declaring  loch  veiTels  and  their  cargoes  to  be  good 
prize,  as  well  as  all  veffels  cleared  out  vaguely  for  the  Weft-s 
Indies,  a  copy  of  this  laft  decree,  will  be  added  to  this  report 
as  foon  as  it  {hall  be  tranflated.  All  which  is  refpedlfuily 
iabmitted. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
Department  of  State,    "^ 
Feb.  27,    1797.  3 

THE     A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 

[Ai)  Copy  of  a  decree  of  the   Nr.tionrd  Convention  gt^. 
May  J    1793. 

,        4Y 
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(B.)  A  letter  and  report  of  Mr.  Skipwithj  American  Cdnful 

on  veiTels  captured  = 
(C.j  Extract  from  French  decrees  of  i[;th  Nov.  1794. 
(C.C)  Extract  from  the  refolves  of  the  French  Commllliorl 
,       at  Leeward  Iflands  of  27th  November^  1700. 
(D.)  A  lift  of  170  claims,  40  of  which  were  fettled  with  the 
French  Republic  and  the  remainder  pending. 

A  fecond  lift  of  claims  on    103  veiTels,   detained  by 
embargo  at  Bourdeaux  •,  thefeclated'2oth  Nov.  1795? 
and  iigned  by  Mr.  Skipwith. 
(E.)  An   affidavit    of   the    commander   of    the    Brigantine 

Patty. 
(F.)   A  Placard  of  Viftor  Hughes,,    ordering  the  capture   of 
horfbs  contraband. 
This  follows  the  petition  of  the  merchants   of  Philadel- 
phia. 

And  a  fccond  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  enclofing 
a  copy  of  the  decree  of  Vi6tor  Hughes. 

Mr.  Gallatin  fi^Omthe  committee  appointed  to  confer  vvdth 
a  committee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  difagreeing  vote  of  the 
two'  houfeSi  on  the  fabjeiSt:  of  the  balances  due  from  indivi- 
dual States  to  the  United  States,  reported,  That  they  had 
held  feverai  conferences  with  the  committee  of  the  Senate, 
but  not  having  come  to  any  agreement,  the  committee  re- 
comihend    to   tha  hoiif^  not  to  recede  from  their  difagree- 

o 

nlent  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

T(ie'com.mittee  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  anlendments  of 
tliQ  Senate  on  the  Poft-Olfice  bill,  recommended  the  amend- 
ment to  be  agreed  to* 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions 
of  G"org  _:  Smith  and  Jolm  Robertfbn,  who  prayed  for  a  re- 
payment fif  the  money  which  tiiey  had  thenlfeives  paid  for 
their  runfom-  from  Alg^rine  flavery,  reported,  That  the  ran- 
iom  of   George  Smith  coil:  2426  dollars,   of  which  Colonel 
Hum,  :]r,>;/5;  ha..l  p.dd  1 5 26,  an'3.  Geo.  Smith  the  remainder  ; 
that  'j7  t/ie  late  return  of  our  citizens  from   Algiers,  the  ex- 
pence  attending  the  redemption  of  Cxich  man  was  afcertained 
to  be  ::396  dollars,  independent  of  the  expence  of  the  gene- 
ral ne£  • ;:  ':!on,  and  allowing  for  fmail  inaccuracies  on  account 
of  f3m'r   -xpenees  wiiich  could  n©t  at  pref^nt  be  afcertained. 
He  recom  Hinds  therefore  that  George  Smith  nave  paid  him 
873  dolla-3,    which,   vv^ith  the  fun  paid  by  Col.  Humphreys, 
would  alike  about  2400'.      John   Rjo'nfon  pi'd  for  his  o-.'/n 
ranfoni  15 18  dollars,  the  intercil:  upon  wiiiicn  came  w>  51^ 
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dollars,  the  Secretary  therefore  recommends  that  2034  dol- 
lars be  paid  to  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Svvanwick,  this  report  was  referred  to 
a  Sele<Si:  Committee;,  viz.  IVIeiTrs.  Swanwick^  Biount,  Coit, 
Sewallj  and  Parker. 

The  IToufe  again  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 

on  the  military  and  naval  appropriations,  when  the  pay  and 

iiibHilence  of  tiiree  captains  in  the  naval  department,  be- 
ing under  conlideration, 

Mr.  Swanwick  thought  it  would  be  necellary  to  have  a  la- 
bourer or  two  employed  to  take  care  of  the  velfels  and  ma- 
terials. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  the  eftimate  for  the  captains  was  4^200  :. 
if  the  fum  was  made  5,000,  there  would  be  iiiflicient  for  the 
payment  of  any  labourers  which  might  be  necrffary.    Agreed, 

The  blank  for  the  paym^ent  of  military  peniions  v/as  agreed 
to  be  filled  v/ith  96,350  dollars. 

An  i  for  making  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  military  eRa- 
blilhment  of  1796,  76,312  dollars. 

Alfo  for  the  payment  of  the  expedition  of  General  Sevier 
into  the  Cherokee  nation,  22,816  dollars^ 

The  conimiLtee  rofe  and  had  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  Houfe  again  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  o£  the 
whole  on  the  Military  Appropriation  Bill,  and  after  debating 
feveral  articles,  they  got  through  the  vv^hole.  The  comm/it- 
tee  rofe,  and  jud  as  the  amendments  v/ere  about  to  be  taken 
up  in  the  Houfe, 

A  mefTage  in  writing  was  received  from  the  Preiident  of 
the  United  States,  containing  his  obje^lions  to  the  bill  for 
fixing  the  military  eliablifhment.  They  related  totheflrik- 
ing  out  the  dragoons  from  the  eftablifhment.  He  thought 
them  necelTary.  The  meifage  and  the  bill  were  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  to-morrow. 

The  houfe  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  for  repealing  fo  much  of  a  former  a6l  as  relates  to  the 
officering  and  manning  of  the  Frigates,  and  for  hnliliing  the 
fame,  which  were,  to  ftrike  out  the  word  repeal ^  and  to  in- 
'{zn^fufpendiill  next  fe/fio?i  of  Congr-fs^  and  to  make  another 
part  of  the  bill  conformably  thereto* 
•    Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  to  concur. 

Mr.  Nicholas  trufred  the  houfe  would  not  concur;   fine» 
the  fame  principle  had  before  been  tried  in  the  houfe  ajid  r 
jeaed.      *         "  '  ■       " 
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The  queftion  to  concur  was  put  and  carried  40  to  37, 
Mr.  Gallatin  then  moved  to  poftpone  the  further  coniide-. 
ration  of  the  bill  until  the  firfl:  Monday  in  December  next. 
The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  he  faid,  which  bad  jufl  been 
adopted,  put  the  bill  upon  this  ground.  The  law,  which 
was  of  doubtful  conftrudtion,  was  not  to  be  repealed  hwtftif-, 
pended-r  This  would  go  to  eftablifh  what  was  at  preient  doubt- 
ful. It  would  be  as  much  as  to  declare  that  the  Prefident 
fliould  have  the  power  to  man  the  frigates*  on  the  other  hand, 
if  they  faid  nothing,  but  faffered  the  bill  to  die,  the  contrary 
conftruction  would  prevail.  He  thought  the  true  confLru^ti-r 
on  of  the  law  at  prefent  was,  that  the  Preiident  had  not  the 
power  to  man  the  vefTels ;  but  if  the  bill  were  palTed,  as 
iimendeci,  by  fufpending  the  pov/er,  they  would  give  kirn,  the 
power.  If  no  bill  was  palTed,  he  was  of  opinion  the  Prefi- 
dent would  not  attempt  to  man  the  frigates.  He  never  look- 
ed upon  this  bill  in  any  other  light  than  as  fettling  a  doubt- 
ful point,  and  lince  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  had  been 
agreed  to,  the  beft  way  would  be,  not  to  pafs  the  bill  at  all. 
The  qneftio?!  for  poftponcment  was  put  and  carried  43  to 

The  am^endments  from  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  fupport  of  Government  for  the  year 
1 797,  were  taken  up  and  agreed  to  :  as  alfo  were  thofe  to 

The  bill  laying  additional  duties  on  flmdry  articles  of  im.- 
pod:.  The  amendments  which  were  agreed  to  were,  to  add 
to  white  Cotton  Goods,  Velvets  and  Velverets^  nvhefher  print- 
ed, Jlalned^  coloured  or  other ivife,  and  all  Muflins  and  Mujlf" 
nets,  two  and  a  half  per  cent..  And  alfo  a  new  fe^li.on,  enabl- 
ing that  an  addition  of  10,  per  cent,  faould  be  laid  uponthefe 
articles  when  imported  in  fliips  or  velTels  not  of  the  United 
States.  The  duties  are  to  take  place  after  the  31^  of  De- 
cember next,  - 

The  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bil]  forplacing  certain  perfons  on  the  penlion  lift ;  when  a  con- 
liderable  difcufTion  took  place  on  motions  to  admit  Sam.  Hull 
and  Godfrey  Sweet  upon  the  bill.  The  former  was  propofed 
by  Mr.  Dayton,  the  Speaker,  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  Van  Al- 
lefi.  X^eiiher  of  them,  it  feems,  had  complied  -with  all  the 
forms  of  the  law,  though  there  feemed  to  be  little  doubt  that 
both  vv^ere  entitled.  The  only  informality  in  the  cafe  of  Sa- 
muel Hull,  was  that  his  affidavits  had  been  taken  before  jufti- 
res  of  lIic-  peace,  inftead  of  judges  of  the  diftri^l:  court.  Mr» 
p.  plead  this  poor  man'icaufc  in  the  moft  feeling  manner,  he 
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laid  his  wounds  ai^d  his  diftrefs  before  the  houfe  in  a  way 
that  could  not  fail  to  touch  every  heart;  his  feehngs  as  a 
Philanthropic  ?ud  a  Soldier  appeared  in  all  their  energy — 
and  the  confequcnce  was,  that  Samuel  Hull  was  placed  on  the 
peciion  lift.  Mr.  Van  Allen  was  not  fo  fuccefsful,  though 
the  cafe  of  Godfrey  Sweet  appeared  to  be  an  hard  one,  and 
he  had  only  failed  to  give  evidence  of  the  rates  of  his  difabi- 
lity.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrolTed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. ^ 

The  houfe  took  up  the  report  of  the  Sele£l  Committee  on 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  paft-ofHce  and  poft- 
road  bill,  which  they  -went  tlirough,  agreeing  to  fome,  and 
rejecling  others.  One  of  the  amendments  agreed  to  was,  that 
George  Wafhington,  fliali  have  the  privilege  of  franking  let- 
ters and  packets  during  his  life.  Ayes  38  and  Noes  26, 
Adjourned, 


Wednejclay,  March   i. 

On  motion,  Ordered  that  Robert  Sage  and  Thomas  Hall^ 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  papers . 

•  Mr.  Swanwick,  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  funciry  inhabi-; 
tants  of  Champlain,  New  York,  complaining  of  inconveni- 
ences on  account  of  being  obliged  to  make  their  entries  at 
Cumberland,  and  praying  fome  port  to  be  made  a  port  of  en- 
try neare-r  Canada.  The  committee  thought  it  unnecelTary 
to  make  any  regulations  on  the  fubjeft. 

Mr.  S.  alfo  made  a  report  on  the  petitions  of  James  O'Bri- 
an  and  James  Aylwards,  mariners,  who  fled  from  Nev/found- 
land,  at  the  time  the  French  landed  there,  and  put  into 
Portfmouth^  where  there  vefTels  had  been  feized  for  the  ton- 
nage duties:  they  prayed  for  aremiffion  of  the  duties.  The 
report  was  favourable.  It  was  oppofed  to  by  Mr,  Coit,  as 
being  contrary  to  law,  but  fupported  by  MefTrs,  Swanwick, 
W.  Smith  and  Sewall,  as  one  of  thofe  ftrong  cafes  which 
ought  to  form  an  exception  to  any  general  rule.  The  report 
was  finally  agreed  to,  afterwards  a  bill  was  reported,  it  was 
engrolTed  for  a  third  reading,  and  before  the  Houfe  rofe, 
pafTed. 

The  bill  directing  certain  perfons  to  be  placed  on  the  Pen- 
iio      Liftj  was  read  a  third  time  and  paiTed. 
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A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wilhed  the  bill  for  fixing  the  Military  Efta- 
blifhment,  which  had  been  returned  by  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  with  hk  objections,  to  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped  tiiis  fuhject:  would  be  taken  up,  but 
before  it  was  entered  upon,  he  wiihed  the  com^mittee  of  the 
whole  to  be  difcharged  from  the  conflderation  of  it,  as  he 
found,  in  a  former  inftance  of  a  fimiiar  kind,  the  buiinefs 
had  been  fettled  in  the  floufe.  The  committee  was  accord^ 
ingly  difcharged.  The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  re-confider 
the  bill,  agreeably  to  the  dire^Hons  of  the  ConfHtution.  The 
bill  was  firftread^j  and  then  the  following  objeftions  of  the 
Prefident : 

United  States,  February  28,  i/197' 

Gentlen^en  of  the  Hoiifc  of  Keprefcntatives^ 

"  Having  maturely  confidered  the  bill,  to  alter  and  amend 
an  a£l,  entituled,  "An  aft  to  afcertain  and  fix  the  military 
eflablifliment  of  the  United  States,"  which  was  prefented  to 
me  on  the  tweiity-fecond  day  of  this  month,  I  now  return  it  to 
the  Houfe  of  Repref entatives,  in  which  it  originated,  with  my 
objections. 

Firft,  If  the  bill  pafTes  into  a  law,  the  two  companies  of 
light  dragoons,  will  be  from  that  moment,  /t'^v?//);  out  of  .fer- 
vice,  though  they  will  afterwards  continue  aclually  in  fervice ; 
and  for  their  fervices  during  this  interval,  namely,  from  the 
time  of  legal  to  the  time  of  a5iual  difcharge,  it  will  not  be 
lawful  to  pay  them  unlefs  fome  future  provifion  be  made  by 
iaw.  Though  they  may  be  difcharged  at  the  pleafure  of  Con- 
grefs,  injufbice  they  ought  to  receive  their  pay,  not  only  to 
the  time  of  palling  the  law,  but  at  leaft,  to  the  time  of  their 
adlual  difcharge. 

Secondly,  It  will  be  inconvenient  and.  iiijurious  to  the  pub ^ 
lie  to  difmifs  the  light  dragoonsy  as  fbon  as  notice  of  the  law" 
can  be  conveyed  to  them,  one  of  the  companies  having  been 
lately  deftined  to  a  necefTary  and  important  fervice. 

Thirdly,  The  companies  of  light  dragoons,  conlift  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-iix  non-commiflioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, who  are  bound  to  f;;rve  as  difmounted  dragoons,  when 
ordered  io  to  do  ;  They  have  received  in  bounties  about  two" 
thoufand  dollars;  one  of  them  is  completely  equipped,  and' 
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aboi/e  half  of  tbe  non-commilEoned  oiHcers  and  privates  hat^e 
yet  to  ferve  more  than  one  third  of  the  term  of  their  enUft- 
ment ;  and  befides,  there  will,  in  the  year,  be  a  confiderable 
deficiency  in  the  complement  of  infantry  intended  to  be  con- 
tinued. Under  thele  circumiiances,  to  difcharge  the  dra- 
goons, docs  not  feem  to  comport  with  economy. 

Fourthly,  It  is  generally  agreed  that  fome  cavalry,  either 
militia  or  regular,  will  bencccirary,  and  according  to  thebeft 
information  1  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
the  latter  will  be  lefs  expenlive  and  more  ufeful  than  the  for- 
mer, in  preferving  peace  between  the  frontier  fettlers  and 
the  Indians,  and  therefore  a  part  of  the  miUtary  eftablilliment 
fhould  conlift  of  cavalrv. 

G^.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  claufe  in  the  Conftitutlon 
which  dire61:s  the  proceeding  on  fuch  an  occafion,  and  which 
fays,  that  in  cafe  two-thirds  of  the  houfe  wherein  it  originat- 
ed iliall  be  in  favour  of  paffing  the  bill,  it  fhali  be  fent  to  the 
other,  and  if  two-thirds  of  that  Iioufe  be  aUb  in  favour  of  it, 
it  fhall  become  a  law.  The  votes  of  both  houfes  to  be  de° 
termined  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  he  meant  to  vote  againft  the  bill,  but 
he  did  not  wifh  to  ftand  charged  with  refuiing  to  pay  the 
men  for  the  time  they  were  in  fervice.  He  tJiought  this  bill 
was  by  no  means  liable  to  a  charge  of  this  kind.  As  it  could 
fcarcely  be  fuppofed  that,  at  the  time  they  were  making  a  vo- 
luntary gift  of  I  GO  dollars  to  every  officer  difcharged,  it  could 
not  reafonably  be  fuipectedlhat  the  LegiHaturc  meant  to  ds- 
fraud  the  men  of  their  pay. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  did  not  fee  any  neceJSity  for  the  obfervati- 
ons  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  There  v/as  nothing  in 
the  raeffage  of  the  Prefident  which  charged  that  houfe  with 
an  intention  of  defrauding  the  men  of  their  pay.  Whatever 
was  the  deiign  of  gentlemen,  this  was  not  the  charge.  But 
certain  it  was  that  this  would  be  the  refult  of  the  bill,  and  it 
would  be  fix  weeks  or  two  months  before  they  coulu  be  noti-^ 
fied  that  the  a(^  was  paffed.  It  was  the  legal  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General,  therefore,  that  thjy  would  not  be  entitled 
to  pay  during  that  time. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  forry  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro^ 
lina  and  he  did  not  think  alike  on  thefubjedj  he  thoughts 
the  objeiSlions  he  had  made  were  neceffary,  and  he  had  made 
th^ax  £9t  the  purpofe  Hated.     Ke   thought   the  Prefident 
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ought  not  to  have  doubted  their  wiilin_2;ners  to  have  allowt^di 
the  pay  in  queftion.  He  was  of  opinion  tlie  houfe  had  given 
fome  extraordinary  proofs  of  their  liberality  this  feilionj 
amongft  other  proofs  of  this,  they  '•■  had  determined  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  building  of  a  thirty-lix  gun  frigate, 
which  he  had  caufed  to  be  built  without  authority.  But  the 
pay  of  thefe  men  was  fo  much  a  point  of  law,  that  he  believ- 
ed the  men  would  have  been  entitled  to  pay. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  their  having  agreed  to  give  each  of  the 
officers  I  GO  dollars  without  mentioning  the  men,  rather  wenit 
agaifift  the  gentleman's  conclufion  j  becaufe,  if  any  thing  had 
been  intended  to  have  been  given  to  them,  they  would  alfo 
have  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  Williams  was  forry  that  foiiie  things  had  not  been 
more  attended  to,  when  that  bill  was  under  confideration  5 
and,  although  there  would  be  a  difficulty  refpe^ling  the  Bri- 
gadier-General and  Staft,  yet  he  thought  the  objeiStions  well 
founded,  and  would  vote  againft  the  paffing  of  the  bill,  in  or- 
der that  a  new  dne  might  be  brought  in,  to  avoid  the  objecti- 
ons, from  the  demands  lately  made  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  Georgia  and  Tenneflee,  Vv^hich  amounted  to 
upwards  of  300,000  dollars;  he  fully  agreed  with  the  Prefi- 
dent  that  it  would  be  lefs  expence  to  keep  up  the  two  com- 
panies of  Dragoons,  than  employ  militia  horfe. 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  then  taken  as  follow  : 

YEAS. 


Theodorus  Bailey, 
Abraham  Baldwin,^ 
David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount, 
RicharJ  Brent, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Daniel  Buck, 
Dcmfey  Burges, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Gabriel  Ghriftie, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
William  Findley, 


Jefle  Franklin, 
Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gillefpie, 
Chriftopher  Greenup,, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
William  B.    Grove, 
Wade  Hampton, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon^ 
John  Hat  horn, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens.^ 
John  Heath, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon,- 
George  Jackfon, 
Aaron  Kitchel.l> 
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Edward  Livingfton, 

John  Patten, 

Matthew  Locke, 

John  Richards, 

Samuel  Maclay, 

Johrl  S.  Sherburnej 

Nathaniel  Macori^ 

Tompfon  J.  Skinner, 

James  Madilbri, 

Ifrael  Smith, 

John  Milledge, 

Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 

Andrew  Mobre, 

Thomas  Sprigg, 

Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 

William  Strudwick, 

Anthony  New, 

John  Swanwick, 

John  Nicholas, 

Zephaniah  Swift, 

Alexander  D.  Orr^ 

Abraham  Venable,  and 

John  Page, 

Richard  Winno              5I 

Joliah  Parker, 

NAYS. 

Fifher  Ames, 

John  Wilkes  Kittera, 

Theophilus  Bfadbury, 

Samuel  Lyman, 

Jofhua  Coit, 

William  Lyman, 

William  Craik, 

Francis  Malbone, 

Samuel  W.  Danaj 

William  Vans  Murray^ 

James  Davenport, 

EUfha  R.  Potter, 

George  Dent, 

John  Reed  J 

George  Ege, 

Samuel  Sewall, 

Abiel  Fofter, 

Samuel  Sitgreavesj 

Dwight  Fofteir, 

Jeremiah  Smith, 

Ezekiel  Gilbert^ 

Nathaniel  Smith, 

Nichobs  Gilman, 

Ifaac  Smith, 

Chauncej  Gdodrich, 

William  Smith, 

Roger  Grifwold, 

George  Thatcher 

Robert  Goodloe  Harper^, 

Richard  Thomas, 

Thomas  Hartley, 

John  E.  Van  Allen^ 

Thomas  Hendcrfonj 

Peleg  WadAvorth,  and 

Y/illiam  Hindman, 

John  V^niliams.                36. 

The  bill  being  accordingly  loft,  Mr.  Nicholas  moved  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  hew  bill,  which  be-- 
Ing  agreed  to,  a  new  bill  was  reported  ( exactly  the  fame  as 
tiie  former,  except  an  omiffion  of  the  parts  objected  to  by 
the  Preiident).  It  was  ordered  to  be  engfolTed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  afterwr.r ds  pafTedi 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Ames,  the  houfe  went  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  placing  certain  buoys  in  and 
near  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  which  was  agreed  to,  after  iilling 
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tip  the  hhn]f.  for  iix  large  buoys  with  1600  dollars,  and  thai 
for  ten  imall  ones  with  a  lilte  lum  ;  the  bill  ivas  ordered  for  a 
third  reading,  and  afterwards  paffed. 

The  biU,  for  extending  the  time  for  receiving  on  lokn  the 
J)omeftic  I3ebt  of  the  United  States,  ivent  through  the  fame 
form  and  was  paiTed. 

The  houferefolveditfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  making  regula° 
tiions  with  refpe6t  to  the  duty  on  Spirits  diftilled  within  the 
United  States.  They  propofed  to  do  away  the  licences  foir 
two  weeks,  ^h'l  to  provide  bnly  for  monthly  licencfes,  to  bear 
date  on  the  iirit  day  of  every  calendar  month. 

Mr.Harrifon  hoped  thefe  amendilientswoiildnot  be  agreed 
toi  It  was  well  knbwn  that  in  the  Southern  parts  of  the 
Union,  there  waS  a  fmall  diftillery  in  almoft  every  farrn;  but 
if  thefe  amendments  w^ere  adopted,  it  would  have  the  e3e£l 
to  deftroy  them,  and  the  law  would  become  particularly  odi>^_ 
ous  to  the  people;  it  would  alfo  wholly  defeat  the  purpofe  of 
i"aiiing  revenue  from  the  tax* 

Mr.  Parker  alfo  alledged  that  it  would  be  the  ruin  of  ma- 
ny fmall  ftills:  there  were  a  thouland,  he  faid,  in  liis  difi:ri<5l, 
who  did  not  diftil  one  hundred  gallons  a  year.  When  the 
law  was  paiTed  which  had  been  in  force,  Mr.  P:  faid,  he  was 
obliged  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  by  telling  them,  that 
it  was  according  to  the  conftitution;  Many,  he  faid,  had  not 
fruit  enough  to  employ  a  ftill  more  than  two  or  three  \Veeks  j 
beiides,  owing  to  their  inconvenient  fituatibn,  they  Avere  fre- 
quently obliged  to  ftand  ftill  in  the  middle  of  their  work. 
Indeed  he  thought  if  they  were  opprefTed  tdo  much  by  this 
law,  the  confequences  would  be  bad,  for  though  he  did  not 
immediately  conceive  of  an  infiirredibn,  yet  they  certainly 
would  oppofe  the  ofBcers  of  collection,  and  from  oneftep  to 
another,  it  maj^  lead  to  that  dangerous  end.  He  thought,  as 
times  were  rather  critical,  and  we  had  eriemies  enough  abroad, 
we  flhould  be  careful  not  to  make  thein  at  honle  alfo. 

Mr.  Dayton  faid  nothing  could  be  more  true  than  the  ob- 
fcrvations  of  the  gentlemen  laft  up :  this  would  certainly 
tend  to  ruin  all  the  fmall  ftills.  He  was  forry  no  more  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  the  public  good  ;  its  tendency  muft  go  to  de- 
ftroy all  fmall  diftilleries,  arid  without  any  aid  to  the  revenue^ 
but  would  ieffen  it,  for  at  leaft  one  third  of  the  diftilleries 
would  drop.  He  therefore  hoped  the  Houfe  would  adhere  to 
their  former  refolutions,  without  which  he  would  rather  no 
bill  at  all  ihould  pafs. 


(      731      1 

Mr.  Macon  fpoke  to  ^he  fame  efFecl,  obferving,  that,  as 
there  could  be  no  good,  it  would  be  ivrong  to  run  a  rifk  of 
cither.  The  queftionj'on  a  difagreement  from  |:he  Senate 
was  then  put,  and  paffed  unanimoufly. 

Mr.  Blount  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  claims  on  th^  petition  qf  the  wi* 
dow  of  the  late  Scollacuttaw,  or  hanging  maw  :  theHoufe  ac- 
cordingly went  into  a  committee  thereon,  when  the  report 
was  read,  as  follows  : 

"  That  the  complaints  againft  the  condu^Tt  of  one  Jolm 
Beard,  and  a  numlier  of  armed  men,  who,  he  ftates,  in  ti\e 
year  one  thoufmd  feven  hpndred  and  ninety-three,  contrarV 
to  law,  and  the  good  faith  of  government,  attacked  tb^e 
^welling-hoiife  of  the  petitioner  and  her  huiband  j  killed  a/id 
wounded  a  number  of  well-difpofed  Indians  ;  b^rrit  a|id  de- 
ftroyed,  apd  carried  away  their  property,  and  wounded  the  pe- 
titioner. She  now  prays  that  fome  provillon  may  be  made 
for  her.  '" 

"  After  examining  the  ftatement  made  by  the  petitioner, 
and  the  fa^ls  upon  which  flie  reils  her  prefent  application^ 
phe  committee  have  found  fome  di^iculty  in  tlecidirig  what 
ineafures  ^vould  be  moft  5^dvifcai3le  for  the  Houfe  to  adopt. 

"  Previous  to  the  attack  on  the  Hanging  Maw,  the  fron- 
tier fettlers  of '^ennefTee,  and  tlie  Indians  in  that  quarter,' 
had  been  guilty  of  mutual  adts  of  aggreffion  and  hoftllity.  A 
party  of  the  Itidians  had  killed  fome  fettlers  ;  their  trail  was 
tlifcovered,  conuuciing  acrofs  the  TennefTee — this  circum- 
iftance  induced  a  belief  in  their  purfuers,  that  the  Hanginc? 
Maw  had  been  concerned  in  |hat  bufinefs  ,  ^nd  occalioned 
liis  being  Wounde'd,  ^nd  thc"misfortunes  complained  of  bv  his 
ividow.  '  The  general  opinion,  however,  reprefents  the 
Hanging  Maw  as  having  been  uniformly  friendly  to  the  fet- 
tlers; as  vigilant  to  apprize  them  of  the  approach  of  banditti, 
and  cohftant  in  his  exertions,  oh  all  occaiions,  to  compofe 
differences  between  them  and  'his  nation  :  and  withal,  as  pof- 
felling  conhderable  iniiuence  over  the  Indians.  The  fame 
difpofition  is  alfo  attributed  to  his  widow,  the  prefent  peti- 
tiolier  5  who,  inftead  of  exciting  her  people  to  p.£ts  of  retail-, 
ation,  has  abated  nothing  in  her  friendihip  to  the  white  peo- 
ple. 

"  All  tbefe  circumftances  feein  to  countenance,  if  not  to 
require  for  her  a  penhon  from  the  govenimeiit^or  ibme  other 
relief  from  the  legiflature.  Such  a  proviiioii  might  alio  be 
Cfonlidered  as  extending  its  influeace  beyond  the    particular 
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obje<^  ;  or,  as  an  inciting  caufe  to  other  Indians  to  purfue  a 
limilar  line  of  conduft,  under  circumftances  alike  cruel  and 
diftreiBng,  fliould  they  happen. 

"  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  there  are 
citizens  on  the  frontiers  who  have  fufFered  injuries  as  cruel, 
and  deprivations  as  fevere,  by  the  Indijins ;  ^nd  who  have 
been  thereby  left  in  fituations  of  diOrefs  that  would  equally 
call  for  affiftance  from  the  Legiflature.  Queftions  arife  whe- 
ther both  defcriptions  of  fufFerers  ought  to  be  provided  for  ? 
"Whether  the  abilities  of  government  would  be  competent  to 
meet  all  pofiible  claims  of  this  nature  ?  and  whether  help  can 
be  extended,  by  law,  to  the  one,  and  confidently  refufed  to 
the  other  ? 

"  It  may  be  faid,  that  thofe  who  fettle  upon  the  frontiers, 
voluntarily  afTume  all  the  rifques  and  dangers  attached  to 
that  pofition  ;  and,  therefore,  can  have  no  juft  claim  upon 
government  for  confequences  refuiting  from  their  choice ; 
whilft,  on  the  contrary,  policy  requires  that  the  minds  of  In- 
dians, who  may  be  roufed  to  hoftility  by  adts  pf  the  fettlers, 
ihould  be  quieted  by  fmall  pecuniary  interpolitions. 

<^  Under  thele  views  of  the  fubjec>:5  the  committee  have 
hciitated  what  report  to  make  5,  but,  upon  the  whole,  as  the 
authority  veiled  in  the  Exec^utive  Departnient  is  competent  to 
meet  this  claim ;  and  {l:tould  the  petitioner,  from  her  fufFer- 
ings  and  her  attachment  to  the  United  States,  appear  to  the 
Executive,  to  be  entitled  to  any  annual  relief,  as  it  may  be 
afrorded  out  of  the  appropriations  for  contingent  expenfes,  in 
the  Indian  department,  without  an  interference  of  the  Legif- 
nature  ;  and,  as' this  mode  will  probably  involve  the  feweft 
difficulties,  the  committee  think  fhe  fhould  apply  to  that  de- 
partment; and  that  the  prayer  of  her  petition  ought  not  to 
be  granted." 

The  queftion  was  taken,  that  the  Houfe  do  agree  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  in  their  agreement  to  the  faid 
report. 

And  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  reported  their  agreement  with  the  refolu- 
tion  reported  froni  the  committee  of  claims,  to  which  the 
Houfe  concurred.  ■- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingfton,  the  Houfe  refolve*!  itfelf  in- 
to 1  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  in  additiontoana61  for 
the  relief  and  prolecLion  of  American  feamen.  This  bill  was. 
brought  forwaru  to  fupply  an  omiffion  in  the  bill  paffed  laft; 
ieflion,  refpe^tlng  the  manner  in  which  certificates  of  citizen- 
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{hip  {houldbe  granted.  This  part  of  the  bill  occasioned  con- 
iiderable  difcuffion  laft  feffion,  and  was  a  fubjedl  of  confe- 
rence betwixt  the  two  Houfes ;  but  from  fome  unaccounta- 
ble neglect  was  omitted  in  the  law,  and  had  been  fupplied  by 
the  Prefidentj  who  had  adopted  the  plan  agreed  upon  by  the 
two  Houfes,  except  that  he  had  fomewhat  enlarged  it.  The 
bill  now  propofed  was  a  copy  of  the  provilions  which  had 
been  a6led  upon  by  the  Prefident. 

Mr.  Harper  fpoke  at  conliderable  length  againft  the  mode 
laid  down  for  the  afcertaining  of  citizenfhip,  which  was  to  be 
proved  in  cafe  of  failure  of  a  copy  of  the  regifter  where ,  the 
perfon  was  born,  by  one  credible  witnefs.  Mr.  H.  propofed 
that  the  teflimcny  of  three  freeholders  fhould  be  necefTary, 

MelTrs.  W.  Lyraan,  Buck,  and  Livingfton,  leverally  fpokc 
againft  the  motion,  when  the  queftion  was  put  and  negatived, 
three  mernbers  only  rifing  in  favour  of  it.  The  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engroffed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Heath  prefented  a  petition  of  Orchard  Cook  and 
Abiel  Wood,  praying  a  remiffion  of  duties  on  fome  rum  ex- 
ported, and  |oil  on  board  ihip.  Referred  to  the  committee 
of  commerce, 

Alfo  a  petition  of  Thomas  Lewis,  praying  for  compenfation 
as  fupernumerary  aid -de-camp  to  General  Wayne  from  July 
1794,  till  his  death. 

Referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Tr.e  Houfe  proceeded  to  confider  the  amendments  prq» 
pofed  by  the  Senate  to  the  refolution  calling  upon  the  States 
for  the  payment  of  certain  balances. 

Mr,  W.,  Smith  moved  to  recede  from  their  difagreement 
to  the  Senate's  amendments,  which  was  negatived,  there  be- 
ing only  12  votes  in  favour  of  it.  Mr.  Nicholas  then  moved 
to  adhere,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  ^wanwick  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  ftatement  of 
the  claims  of  George  Smith  and  John  Robertfon,  formerly 
{laves  in  Algiers.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to-day.. 

Mr.  A.  FoRer,  from  the  Committee  of  Enrolment,  re^ 
ported  feveral  bills  as  duly  enrolled,  which  received  the  figna^ 
ture  of  the  Speaker,  and  wei'e  afterwards  laid  before  the  Pre- 
fident. 

Adjourned. 


fhurfd(i^y  March  1. 

Tbc  bill  for  the  relief  of  American  feamcn  was  read  the 
third  time  and  pa^Ted. 

On  motion  of  I^r.  W,  Smith,  the  ho^^e  went  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  onthe^ill  making  appropriatioii  for  the 
military  eflablifhment  when  the  foUpwing  items  wefie  agreed 
IQ^  without  Debate. 

Dollars. 
For  the  payment  of  the  army-  256,450 

For  the  iubfiflence  of  the  officsirs.         •  47j395 

Do.  of  non-commiffioned  officers  and  priv:ates.     245,283 
For  forage.  -  ?  I4j904 

For  cloathing.  -  -  83,050 

Mr.  W.  SrJth  then  propofed  to  infert  a  new  item,  in 
eonfequence  of  the  bill  jud  palTed,  "for  tlie  purchafe  of 
horfesand  the  equipment  of  the  CaYalry,  16,085  dollars.''' 
Mr.  Gallatin  faid  the  items  which  had  been  agreed  to  Was 
upon  the  groimd  of  an  increafeof  126  dragoons  which  were 
not  in  the  former  bill.  The  item  now  under  coniideration, 
\vent  to  provide  horfes  and  equipments  for  an  additional  com- 
pany of  cavalry.  It  appeared  that  this  company  was  here- 
tofore without  either,  {o  that  they  muft  haye  been  employ- 
ed as  difmounted  dragoons,  and  if  they  now  appropriated  the 
fum  before  them,  they  would,  in  fa£t,  add  a  company  of 
horfe  to  the  eftablifliment.  He  believed  it  to  be  the  general 
opinion  that  they  had  cavalry  fufficient  at  preferit ;  indeed 
it  was  the  opinion  of  a  large  ihajority  of  that  houfe  that  none 
were  neceflary  ;  but  if  they  did  appropriate  for  any,  he 
thought  they  ought;  not  to  go  beyond  the  prefent  eClablifh- 
ment.  ' 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  if  they  ref  ufed  to  make  the  appropri- 
ation under  coniideration,  they  declared  that  one  of  the  two 
companies  of  cavalry,  fhould  a£t  as  infantry.  By  the  bilj 
paffed  yeflerday,  it  was  left  altogether  to  the  option  of.  the: 
Prefident  to  employ  them  either  as  cavalry  or  infantry  {  but 
if  this  appropriation  was  \vithheld,  he  would  be  under  the 
neccflity  of  employing  them  as  infaptry  only,  and  this  houfc 
would  now  exercifea  difcretion,  which  only  yefterday  they 
li^d  veiled  in  the  executive. 

It  v,'ould  be  obferved  that  in  the  mefTage  of  the  Prelident, 
he  had  fully  ftated  the  reafons  why  dragoons  would  be  re- 
quifite  *,  the  buiinefs  upon  which  one  of  the  companies  was 
at  prefent  employed,  was  to  efcort   the  commiflioners    cm- 
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ployed,  in  running  the  boundary  lines  betwixt  the  territorr 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Indians  :  the  other  was  indi& 
peniible  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers. 

What,  Mr'.  S.  aikcd,  would  be  the  confequence  of  refilling 
this  appropriation  .''  One  of  the  troops  of  dragoons  would  be 
obliged  to  z£t  as  infantry,  and  government  would  be  com- 
pelled to  employ  militia  horle  at  a  great  expence.  If  this 
was  economy,  he  was  miftaken  in  his  ideas  of  economy.  The 
fum  vf'is  conformable  to  the  eftimate  which  he  had  received 
from  the  war  office. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  in  favour  of  the  appropriation,  that  the 
Prefident:  might  be  at  full  liberty  to  employ  the  troops  on 
foot  or  on  horleback  according  as  the  fervice  might  require, 
Mr.  Nicholas  thought  while  they  were  making  appropri- 
ations, this  obje£l  might  as  well  be  included  ;  if  thefe  men 
were  to  be  kept^  they  ought  to  be  properly  equipped,  he  faid, 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Prefident,  and  the  Secretary  at 
War,  that  cavalry  was  neceflary,  and  therefore  he  had  con- 
cluded it  would  be  proper,  and  wiflied  them  be  kept  up,  fo 
as  to  be  called  into  fervice  whenever  neceflary. 

-  Mr.  Milledge  thought  there  was  great  need  of  cavalry  ; 
it  would  be  an  objecl  of  polic)'',  as  by  information  he  had 
received  from  the  governor  of  Georgia,  which  he  had  in  his 
hand,  and  which  was  corroborated  by  a  late  governor^ 
horfe  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  (he  thought  three  troops)  on 
that  frontier,  he  was,  therefore  in  favour  of  the  appropri- 
ation. 

Mr,  Varnum  had  no  doubt  but  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, and  every  gentleman  in  the  houfe  would  be  glad  to  have 
horfe  and  infantry  too,  kept  in  their  ftate ;  every  part  would 
be  glad  to  have  the  public  money  expended  upon  it;  he 
could  not  fee  why  a  body  of  cavalry  fliould  be  kept  up  in  a 
time  of  peace,  he  thought  the  legiflatme  bad  as  good  right 
to  judge  as  any  perfon,  notwithftanding  the  authorities  pro- 
duced to  fan£tion  the  appropriation.  Mr.  V.  had  no  doubt 
if  this  was  granted,  application  would  foon  be  made  again 
for  a  iimilar  purpof e.  •  He  hoped  this  appropriation  would 
not  takfe  place ;  it  woi^ld  be  a  fmall  faving,  and  might}  as 
well  be  made  as  there  was  fo  much  want  cf  it  j  he  could 
havewiflied  the  troops  reduced  to  two  regiments,  which  he 
thought  quite  fufiicient  for  a  peace  eflablifhment.  He  hoped- 
the  Prefident's  ideas  on  thefubje<5t  would  not  obtain  to  govern 
the  deciiitsns  of  the  houfe,  as  we  have  the  potf^^er,  laid  hcj 
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to  withhold  appropriations  ;  and  what  gentlemen,  who  were 
locally  concerned^  fhould  fay,  he  could  not  be  guided  by, 
as  foldiers  would  eonfume  their  produce,  and  fpend  money 
amongft  them,  cdnfeqiicntly  they  were  interefted. 

Mr.  Craik  really  lamented  that  the  gentleman  had  not 
been  in  the  houfe  yefterday,  at  the  time  the  fubjedl  was 
more  uwder  conilderation  *,  he  then  might  have  inve<Sted 
againftthePrefident.  The  obfervations  might  have  come  with 
more  propriety,  if  they  had  been  made  before  the  bill  pafled, 
when  under  difcuffion,  but  after  a  law  has  paiTed  the  proper 
authorities,  after  it  has  been  refolved  to  have  thefe  troops  of 
horfe,  to  fay,  f*  we  will  not  appropriate  to  carry  it  into  efFedf* 
is  ftrange  conducV^  If  the  determination  of  the  gentle- 
man was  to  oppofe  tli-^  bill,  he  fhould  have  ufed  every  means 
to  that  purpofcjand  if  not  effectual,  at  leaft  to  fuffer  others  to 
enjoy  their  will,  efpeclally  a  majority.  For  the  fake  ofcon- 
liftency,  he  hopeci  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  his  oppo- 
sition, and  not  in  this  fide-way  to  defeat  the  Operation  of  a 
bill  which  has  paffed.  The  cavalry  were  voted  becaufe  they 
were  fuppofed  to  be  neceffary*  and  now  a  gentleman  comes 
forward,  endeavouring  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  houfe  on 
the  executive's  meddling  with  the  military  eftablifhment. 
Mr.  Craik  faid  he  was  pleafed  that  the  Preiident  had  refufed 
it,  if  it  v/as  only  to  convince  fome  gentlemen  that  he  had  power 
to  refufe  that,  or  any  other  bill.  [Here  Mr.  Dent  alked  the 
gentleman  whether  he  was  in  order.]  Mr.  Craik  faid  he 
only  wifhed  to  prove  the  inconiiftency  of  the  member's  con- 
diift.  He  thought  the  houfe  fliould  not  betray  a  want  of 
confiftency.  He  beheved  from  the  ftatement  of  the  mem- 
bers from  Georgia,  and  the  reafons  of  the  Prefident,  that 
horfe  was  neceflarv  and  he  therefore  OiOuld  wifh  the  appro- 
priation to  be  paiTed* 

Mr.  Kitchel  faid,  gentleman  feemed  to  be  miftaken  j  they 
were  continually  alluding  to  the  law  palled  yefterday  :  there 
was  not  a  word  about  two  troops  of  horfe  yefterday  :  all  we 
then  faid  was,  that  we  would  not  fay  there  fliould  not  be 
two  troops  of  horfe  :  the  meiTage  of  the  Prefident  did  not 
fay  that  two  troops  fliould  be  mounted,  nor  do  I  fay,  faid 
Mr.  K.  that  horfe  are  not  neceffary,  I  think  fome  are  ne- 
Ceflary :  but  the  enquiry  feemed  to  be  now  whether  the  houfe 
were  to  vote  for  more. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  the  gentleman's  obfervation  were  very 
extraordinary  ;  he  furely  could  not  have  attended  to  the  bu- 
Bnefs,  to  fay  that  the  houfe  had  not  paiTed  the  law  authorize 
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irtg  two  troops  of  horfe.  We  have  a  law  in  force,  faid  lie, 
to  afcertain  and  fix  the  military  eftabllfhment,  in  which  we 
authorize  the  Preiident  to  employ  the  two  troops  of  dragoons, 
to  ferve  either  on  horfe,  or  foot  at  his  direction  j  the  bill 
we  fent  up  yeiierday  docs  not  repeal  that  law,  and  yet  gen- 
tlemen  would  now  corns  forward  to  oppofe  the  appropriation, 
and  determine  they  fhall  a(ft  on  foot.  He  could  not  think 
with  what  propriety  the  reftri£lion  could  be  made  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  MaiTachufetts  wifhes,  nor  could  he  think  how 
the  gentleman  from  Jerfey  had  attended.  Should  we  now 
fay  they  fhould  be  at  our  direction  ? — and  that  we  would 
not  grant  money  without  ?  this  would  be  ftrange  condudt ; 
■ — an  alTum  ption  of  power  which  he  hoped  the  houfe  would 
never  arrogate- 

Mr.  Kitchel  faid  his  meaning  was^  that  the  horfe  were 
not  eftablifhed  yefterday,  but  before. 

Mr.  Hartley  faid  it  appeared  from  good  teftimony,  that 
^he  troops  Were  requiiite  to  fave  the  people  on  the  frontiers 
from  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  :  he  thought,  there- 
fore, that  they  having  been  eftabliihed  before,  the  houfe 
were  bourid  to  make  the  appropriation  to  give  effect,  or  fliow^ 
the  great  inconflftency. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  it  was  not  his  intention  to  vote  for  thefe 
men  at  all ;  but  if  they  muft  have  them,  perhaps  it  would  be 
moft  economical  to  equip  them.  With  refpe6t  to  their  pow-s 
er  of  withholding  the  appropriation,  he  had  no  doubt  j  and 
though  they  had  yefterday  paffed  a  law  eftablilhing  two  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  it  was  in  the  power  of  that  Houfe,  of  the 
Senate,  or  of  the  Prefident,  to  refufe  an  appropriation.  This 
was  the  fenfe  of  the  conftitution;  When  the  bill  came  be- 
fore the  houfe,  he  fliould  give  his  negative  to  the  additional 
horfe  ;  for  if  they  were  always  to  keep  up  the  fame  number 
of  men,  whether  in  war  or  peaee^  except  two  thirds  of  both 
houfes  were  found  to  oppofe  the  will  of  the  Prefident,  they 
might  bid  adieu  to  all  reftraint  upon  executive  power,  and 
count  upon  a  mihtary  government,  if  ever  an  executive 
fliould  be  found,  whofe  v^ill  it  Ihould  be  to  make  it  fo.  If 
thefe  were  to  be  kept  up  he  would  ilill  fay  the  houfe  had 
better  go  to  100,000  dollars  expence  to  mount  them  on 
horfeback. 

Mr.  Varnum  faid,  it  was  obfsrved  by  gentlemen  that  thefe 
troops  were  not  mounted  ;  if  fo  there  muft  have  been  a  very 
lavifh  wafte  of  money  :  However  that  might  be,  geiitiemeii 
who  flatf  this  buiinefs  ought  to  ftate  it  fairlv.     Thev  ought 

,-   A 
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hoi  to  (cij  that  two  cotnpanies  of  cavalry  were  yefterday  Voted = 
ISo  tiiey  were  part  of  the  old  war  eflablifhment.  It  was 
true  th^^  lioufe  had  not  the  power  to  repeal  the  law  ;  but 
one  th.iig  was  in  their  power  •,  and  that  they  ought  to  do  if 
they  fee  this  part  of  the  Handing  army  neceflliry,  the  cocfti- 
tu'tion  returns  the  power  to  aft  on  it  once  in  every  two  years, 
to  each  branch  of  the  legifiature.  The  houfe  lie  thought 
had  good  right  to  exercife  their  own  opinion  on  the  neceflity 
of  mounting  thefe  men  ;  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  one 
branch  to  repeal  the  law  which  keeps  thefe  men,  but  wc 
ought  to  confider  whether  they  are  to  be  put  in  the  fame 
fituation  as  in  time  of  war.  Mr.  Varnum  faid  he  difcharged 
h1S  duty  in  voting  againft  this  appropriation  :  the  houfe  had 
a  ri^ht  to  judge,  and  it  was  riot  in  the  power  of  the  Preii- 
dent  to'  aft  for  them. 

Mr.  Heath  faid  that  the  fubjeft  had  been  fully  difculTed, 
and  therefore  he  fhould  only  obferve  that  from  the  authori- 
ties which  had  recommended  the  mounting  of  thefe  cavalry, 
he  iliould  vote  for  the  appropriation. 

Mr,  Milledge  repeated  his  arguments  on  the  local  iitua-^ 
tionof  the  country,  and  alTerted  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  the 
troops. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  there  being  56  in  favour 
of  it. 

Mr.  Y>^.  Smith  then  propofed  to  add  172,000  dollars  for 
finiihing  the  frigates  United  States,  Co/ijlitution,  and  Conftel'- 
iation. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  ihduld  be  againil  appfopriati-ng  fo 
large  a  fum  for  this  purpofe.  It  was  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe 
on  a  former  occafion,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  appropriate 
fuch  a  fum  as  fliould  put  them  in  fuch  a  iituation  as  to  fe- 
cure  them  from  injury^  but  to  il:op  Ihort  of  making  them  fit. 
for  fea,  that  the  expence  of  maniling  might  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Swanlvick  faid  a  new  fenfe  of  the  bufinefs  fcemed  to 
be  brought  forward  at  prefent.  Before,  they  had  determined 
to  finiih  the  frigates  ;  but  now  they  were  not  to  finifla  them, 
left  they  lliouid  be  manned,  but  to  finilli  theiii  in  part  on- 
ly. A  Gentlemen  yefterday  faid,  when  fpeaking  on  the  fub- 
jeft of  the  Preiident's  meilage  that  Jie  could  not  fuppofe  they 
would  have  r<.fnfcd  to  pay  the  foldiers,  though  there  might 
be  fome  deficiency  in  the  exj-xreffion  of  the  aft ;  and  might 
he  not  fuppofe,  faid  Mr.  S.  that  if  the  frigates  were  fo  nearly 
liniihed,  he  might  go  on  to  finlili  them,  and  truft  to  the  Le- 
giflature  to  furnilh  the.money  "i  Thefe  frigates,  he  Ifaid,  were 
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f  wtTj  extraordinary  concern.  It  feemed  as  if  it  was  only 
when  it  were  to  be  made  a  prefent  of  to  Algiers,  that  a  fri- 
gate could  be  finiflied,  and  not  when  it  was  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  own  commerce.  He  trufted,  however,  that  there 
"irould  not  be  a  majority  found  in  that  houfe  who  would  vote 
againft  finifhing  the  frigates  j  as  to  manning  them,  that  would 
remain  for  a  future  conflderation. 

Mr.  Parker  faid,  it  would  require  all  the  money  v^hieh  had 
been  named  for  finiiWiig  the  frigates,  without  rigging, 
though  there  would  be  a  conhderable  quantity  of  materials 
left  on  hand.  There  need  be  no  apprehcniion  of  their  being 
manned,  whilft  feamen's  wages  remained  at  the  price  the^ 
were,  becaufe  men  could  not  be  got  on  the  terms  Iripulated 
in  the  law  for  this  purpofe.  If  a  fmaller  fum  than  was  men- 
tioned Vv'ere  to  be  granted,  they  might  as  well  give  nothing. 
Mr.  Sit^reaves  fuppofed  the  blank  was  now  propofed  to  be 
filled  with  the  fame  fum  which  had  been  agreed  upon  on  a 
former  occafion.  If  this  were  the  cafe,  it  ought  to  diiiipate 
the  fears  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  l^jicholas)  as 
it  was  well  known  that  the  funi  was  predicated  upon  a  ibp^ 
pofition  that  the  frigates  vv^ere  not  to  be  manned.  If  they 
were  to  be  manned,  a  further  appropri.ition  would  certamly 
be  neceiTary. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  if  all  gentle- 
men were  agreed  that  this  bunnefs  flToujd  go  no  farther  than 
the  building  of  the  frigates,  they  could  have  no  hehtation  to 
leave  undone  fome  of  the  internal  finiiliing  work  of  the  vei- 
fels  ;  if  they  did  not  w^'fh  to  put  them  into  fuch  a  iituation 
as  that  they  might  force  them  into  fervice  upon  the  fpur  of 
an  alarm,  they  could  have  no  objecftion  to  their  being  left  in 
fuch  a  fituation  as  to  be  perfectly  fecure,  but  not  hniilied  ht 
for  iea. 

'Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid  this  fubject  had  heretofore  undergone 
a  very  fiill  difcullion.  'Amotion  was  then  made  merely  to 
finilli  the  hnlls,  whkh  was  negatived.  It  was  4:hen  faid  that 
contracts  were  macfcfor  all  the  materials,  and  that  except  the 
frigates  were  finiflied,  the  engagements  whicli  had  been  en- 
tered into  could  not  be  fuifilled;  But  there  was  another  fe- 
curity  againft  the  danger  apprehended.  They  had  lately 
come  to  a  determination  to  make  all  appropriations  fpcciiic 
and  particular.  What  was  the  language  of  the  prefent  ap- 
propriation ?  It  was  for  finifhing  the  frigates,  not  for  man- 
ning them.  If  it  had  been  faid  to  be  for  carrying  into  efFecS 
the  law  for  the  .naval*  eftabh(hment,  there  might  have  been; 
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fome  little  ground  for  apprelierifion  ;  but,tis  it  now  flood,  th§ 
Executive  eould  not  proceed  to  man  the  veffels. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  when  they  voted  the  fum  now  alked 
for  finifhing  the  frigates,  the  expenditure  v^as  accompanied 
by  a  law  to  repeal  the  manning  claufe  of  the  former  a6t.  He 
had  made  enquiries  refpedling  contrails,  and  found  the  mo- 
ney in  hand  was  equal  to  the  fulfilment  of  them  *,  if  there 
had  been  any  others,  he  fuppofed  they  fhould  have  heard  of 
them.  He  again  faid  there  were  many  ornamental  parts  of 
the  veffels  which  might  be  as  well  thrown  upon  the  expence 
of  next  year  as  of  Chi^. 

Mr.  Swanwick  faid,  if  government  could  have  had  fore- 
fight  iiifficient  to  have  known  that  there  would  have  been 
^ny  objedlions  made  to  the  finifliiiig  of  the  frigates,  they- 
WQuld  certainly  not  have  entered  into  any  contra61:s  to  that 
extent  -,  but  they  could  not  poflibly  do  this.  He  wiflied,  if 
gentlemen  were  determined  the  frigates  fliould  not  be  made 
ufe  of,  that  they  would  fay  at  once  they  fhould  be  fold  on  the 
flocks.  With  refpe6l  to  manning  of  theip  from  the  money 
propofed  to  be  appropriated,  that  was  impofhble,  and  he  faw 
no  reafon  for  making  the  bufmefs  double  fiire^  by  any  other 
precaution. 

Mr.  Holland  faid  it  was,  with  great  propriety,  intended  by 
many  members  in  the  Houfe  to  keep  the  frigates  in  fuch  a 
flate  as  to  prevent  their  being  manned.  If  we  approprlateto 
jinifh  them,  faid  he,  we  fliall  be  expofed  to  all  the  difficul- 
ties depidled  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  \  for  fomc 
way  would  be  devifed  to  procure  and  pay  men^  if  the  Houfe 
put  it  in  the  power  cf  the  Executive  to  do  it :  therefore,  he 
hoped,  to  avoid  all  that  trouble  and  expence,  they  would  not 
vote  to  finifli  them,  For  what  purpofe,  faid  he,  fhould  they 
be  hnifhed,  unlefs  it  were  intended  to  man  them  }  To  avoid 
every  danger  of  that  kind,  he  fliould  vote  againft  the  fum 
propofed.  ... 

Mr.  Hartley  faid,  that  lafl:  year  the  fix  frigates,  whiciv  had 
been  before  voted  for,  were  reduced  to  three,  v/ith  intent  to 
compleat  them.  Was  it  not  probable  then,  he  would  aflc, 
that  the  Prefident  would  proceed  to  compleat  thofe  frigates, 
according  to  the  power  given  him  ?  Was  it  not  to  be  fup^ 
pofed  that  contracts  were  entered  into  for  that  purpofe  ?  No 
perfon  could  fuppofe  but  contracts  were  made.  Then  cer- 
tainly the  Houfe  ought  nottoexpofe  the  Executive  to  the 
ridiculous  fituation  of  receding  from  his  contratSts!  They 
would  not  be  hnifhed  before  next  fefllon,  and  therefore  n© 
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danger  of  equipping  could  be  apprehended.  It  may  be  we- 
cellary  to  ufe  them,  but  at  any  rate  it  would  be  running  no 
rilk  to  have  them  finlfhed,  as  they  could  not  be  manned  by 
this  appropriation. 

Mr.  Gallatin  laid,  there  feemed  to  be  involved  in  tiie  pre- 
fent  coniideration,  the  queftion  whether  or  not  we  fliould 
have  a  navy.  As  to  himieli  he  fhould  vote  againft  the  pre- 
fent  appropriation ;  becaufe  if  the  frigates  were  completely 
iinifhed,  he  fhould  fear  they  would  get  to  fea.  When  they 
had  on  a  former  occafion  confented  to  finiih  them,  it  v/as 
under  the  condition  of  the  law  for  manning  being  repealed; 
but  they  now  flood  upon  new  ground.  Mr,  G.  laid  he  had 
been  charged  with  inconliftency  of  opinion,  from  having  be- 
fore faid  that  he  thought  the  Preiident  would  not  be  autho- 
rized to  proceed  to  the  manning  of  the  veffels  under  the  pre- 
fent  law,  whilfl:  he  was  now  apprehenfive  that  he  might  do  fof- 
He  wiihedlobeon  fiire  ground.  He  diH  not  know  but  the 
Prefident  might  put  a  different conftru6tion  upon  the  law  from 
^im.  Indeed,  from  the  experience  they  had  had  of  Prefiden- 
tial  difcretion,  they  need  not  be  furprifed,  if  the  velTels  were 
fent  to  fea,  though  no  appropriation  was  made  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  fhould  the  Prefident  fuppofe  there  was  any  plea  for 
doing  fo.  As  a  proof  of  this  power  having  been  exercife(fl 
heretofore,  Mr.  G.  referred  to  the  Weftern  infurredion.  In 
that  cafe,  he  faid,  no  appropriation  was  made  for  the  expence; 
but  the  law  authorizes  the  Prefident  to  call  out  tlie  militia 
when  he  fliall  fee  occalion  to  do  fo  ;  he  called  them  out,  and 
got  money  from  the  Treafury.  Indeed  the  building  of  a  fri- 
gate for  Algiers,  without  any  authority,  and  the  pledging  of 
the  faith  of  the  nation  to  pay  the  expence  of  the  law  fuits  of 
our  citizens  in  London,  were  llrong  proofs  of  what  the  Exe^ 
Gutive  could  do. 

Mr.  G.  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  into  view  any  argu- 
ments  relative  to  the  propriety  of  eflablilliing  a  navy  in  th^s 
country.  Pie  fhouhl  vote  againft  the  prefent  motion,  be- 
caufe  he  did  not  wifh  to  fee  the  frigates  at  fea,  and  becauie 
he  conceived  a  navy  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  true  interefts  of 
this  country.  Something  had  been  faid  about  contrails,  but 
he  did  not  believe  any  exiiled.  They  had  iafl  year  been  told 
the  fame-  thing.  Any  perfon  reading  the  ftatements  which 
had  been  furnhhed  to  them  would  perceive,  that  the  bufmefs 
was  not  done  by  contract,  but  that  men  v/ere  employed  by- 
government,  and  regular  wages  paid  to  them.  The  h-igate 
which  had  been  built  for  Algiers  had  been  built  by  contrail:. 
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they  had  an  eftimate  of  it  at  fo  much  a  ton  ^  but  this  was  not 
the  cafe  \yith  rcfpe^ft  to  any  other  of  the  frigates. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  did  not  wifh  to  going  into  a  long  debate  on 
this  fubje^l,  when  they  had  fo  much  buiinefs  before  them,  in 
order  to  il>ew  whether  it  was  proper  for  this  country  to  have 
a  navy  or  not ;   the  only  queftioa  now  \vasj  v/hether  they 
ought  to  appropriate  money  for  fioifliing  the  three  frigates. 
If  they  did  not  r^o  it,  all  the  money   wiuch  had  been  al- 
ready expended,  would  probably  be  loil:.     The  only  objec- 
tion to  the  doing  of  this  feemed  to  arife  from  a  fear  that  the 
velTels  would  be  manned,  though  when  this  fubje(51:  w?.s  the 
other  day  before  them,  the  gentleman  from   Pennfylvania, 
Mr,  Gallatin,  moved  to  poftpone  the  bill  relative  to  the  re- 
peahng  or  fiifpendmg  the  law  for  manning  the  velTels   till 
next  feffion,  from  an  opinion,  that  by  the  prefent  law  the- 
Preiident  was  not  authorifed  tp  man  them.     That  gentleman 
feemed  now,  Jiowever,  in  contradiction  to  himfelf,  to  fear 
the  Prescient   would   put  a  dilTerent  conftru6lion  upon  the 
law,  if  he  did    not   believe  the  Preiident  would  violate  the 
law,  he  could  not  account  for  his  refufing  now  to  vote  for 
the  money  which  was  merely  neceffary  to  finifh  theveileis.— 
Mr.  W'  S«  read  an   extratt  from   the  report  of  the   Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  ihiQW  the  forward  flate  in  which  the  velTels 
wercj  and  added,  that  they  were   bound  in   duty  to  finifli 
them,  were  it  only  to  prevent  the  lofs  of  the  money  already 
cxpende^i  upon  them. 

Mr.  Dearborn  obferved,  that  if  he  was  convinced,  from 
the  ciocuments  v/hich  had  been  laid  before  them,  that  the 
fum  now  aiked  for,  was  neceflary  merely  to  finifli  tiie  frigates, 
he  fhould  not  heiitate  to  vote  for  it ;  but  it  was  a  little  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  gentlemen  on  that  committee,  not  even 
the  chairman  who  feemed  to  have  the  bufinefs  {o  much  at 
heart,  could  not  fay  whether  this  fum  was  nee effary  for 
fini{hing  and  rigging,  or  fihifhing  without  rigging,  or  for 
finifiiing,  rigging,  and  manning.  .The  frigate  building  in 
this  city,  the  captain  had  told  him,  was  calculated,  in  point 
of  fize,  to  carry  62  guns,  inftead  of  44,  which  was  one  of 
the  reafons  they  had  coft  fo  much  more  than  they  had  been 
eftimated  at.  Mr.  D.  faid  he  fufpCvSted  that  the  funt  pro- 
pofed,  would  not  only  be  fufficient  to  finifli  the  hulls,  but 
to  rig  and  fit  the  vefiels  for  fea,  and  until  he  had  more 
fatisfa6Vion  on  the  fubje^Sl,  he  could  not  confent  to  give  his 
vote  for  it,  ■  - 
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Mr.  Kittera  obferved  that  gentlemen  nrft  faid,  that  unJer 
the  prefent  law  the  Prelident  could  not  proceed  to  man  and 
fend  the  veflels  to  fea,  but  now  they  were  apprehenfive  this 
might  be  done,  though  no  appropriation  was  made  for  the 
purpofe.  This,  he  thought,  fomewhat  inconfiftent  5  but  he 
believed  whilft  30  dollars  a  month  was  given  to  feamen  by 
merchants,  and  their  law  only  authorifed  1 1  to  be  given,  there 
was  not  much  to  be  feared  on  this  head. 

Mr.  Ames  faid,  that  gentlemen  oppofed  to  the  finifhing  of 
the  frigates,  feemed  to  be  alfo  oppofed  to  all  ideas  of  this  coun- 
try ever  becoming  a  naval  power ;  the  neceffity  of  this,  he 
was  perfuaded,  would  ere  long  appear.  It  was  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  a  nation  whofe  commerce  was  greater  than  that 
of  any  other,  except  Great  Britain,  fhould  go  on  long  with- 
out a  naval  protection ;  and  he  beheved  the  more  ftrenuous 
the  oppofition  {hewn  againil  this  meafure,  the  fooner  it  would, 
be  accomplifhed ;  he  was  not  therefore  difplcafed  to  fee  the 
prefent  violent  oppofition  to  every  thing  which  looked  to- 
wards this  objedt. 

It  was  not  enough,  Mr.  A.  faid,  for  gentlemen  to  difcour- 
-age  the  building  of  Ihips,  they  would  alio  difcredit  the  admi- 
niftration  of  government;  and  nothing  v/as  more  natural 
than  that  thofe  who  thought  fo  ill  of  it  themfelves  Ihould  en- 
deavour to  fpread  thofe  opinions.  This  was  done  continually, 
With  refpeft  to  the  building  of  the  frigates^  he  thought  it 
was  a  wife  ftep;  and  as  to  the  extra  expence  and  delay  which 
had  attended  the  bufinefs,  he  believed,  gentlemen  might 
take  a  fhare  of  the  blame  upon  themfelves,  on  account  of  the 
verfatiiity  which  had  been  fhewn  upon  the  occaiion,  in  this 
day  agreeing  upon  one  thing,  and  that  upon  another.  It  was 
true,  that  another  caufe  of  extra  expence  was  owing  to  a 
refolution  which  had  been  taken  to  make  the  fhips  much 
larger  than  was  contemplated  by  the  lioufe  5  the  veffel  buiid-^ 
ing  here,  he  believed,  was  nearly  1600  tons.  He  was  glad 
that  this  alteration  oi'  plan  had  been  adopted ,  not  becaufe 
more  money  would  be  expended  on  this  account  *,  not  be- 
caufe contrary  to  the  direction  of  the  LegiHature,  but  becaufe 
true  wifdom  required  iij  they  would  now  be  an  overm:itch. 
for  any  frigate,  or  any  vellel  whifh  the  Algerines  could  fen(?- 
out  againil  them.  Thefe,  he  believed,  were  the  views  of 
the  Executive  in  having  them  built  of  the  flze  they  were.. 
The  number  of  the  frigates  agreed  to  be  finifhed  had  been 
reduced  to  three  ;  and  theie  tliey  laft  feiiioa  palled  a  law  to 
finifli.     But  what  was  now  to  be  done .''    It  was  laid  thev 
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iliould  not  be  finliKed.     Who  faid  this  ?  fiid  the  People  ? 
did  the  Government  lay  it  ?    No  ;  that  houfe  alone  faid  it  f 
fo  that  that  houfe  were  about  to  iifurp  the  fupreme  authority. 
We,  faid  he,  are  the  government,  we  are  the  people  we  are 
every  thing  ! 

Bulj  if  there  be  a  la^^^'  which  fays  that  thefe  three  frigates 
fhouli  be  built  and  equipped  for  fea,  wis  it  not  neceflary,  be- 
fore it  was  concluded  that  they  fhould  not  be  {o  built  and 
equipped,  that  this  law  fhould  be  repealed  by  all  the  branches 
of  the  Legiilature  ?  No,  fay  crentlemen,  wc  can  appropriate 
or  notj  according  to  our  fovereign  will  and  pleafure.  If 
they  polleffed  that  p>ower  to  nullify  what  was  enacted  by  all 
the  three  branches  of  government,  it  was  greatly  to  be  la- 
mented. But,  he  faid,  if  they  could  appropriate  according 
to  their  will,  they  were  boUnd  to  do  it  alfo  according  to  their 
confciences  too.  It  was  not  only  a  weapon  but  a  fhield  which 
it  was  their  duty  to  ufe  with  great  caution,  and  according  to 
law  J  for,  if  they  were  to  ufe  it  contrarlly,  it  would  be  to  make 
that  houfe  the  fupreme  power,  it  would  be  to  uiurp  the  fu- 
preme authority. 

Mr.  Coit  believed  the  only  real  queftion  before  them  was> 
what  Kim  they  would  appropriate  for  this  object ;  he  wifhed 
the  mover  would  confent  to  leave  the  item  blank. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  had  no  objection  to  its  being  left  blank. 
Mr.  Venable  faid,  if  this  was  a  mere  queftion  of  expence, 
It  was  very  extraordinary  that  it  fhould   have   called  forth 
fuch  a  Phillippic  from  the  gentleman  h*om  Maffachufetts,  Mr. 
Ames,  wiio  had  charged  the  houle  with  arrogating  to  itfelf 
all  the  powers  of  Government— ^as  being  omnipotent.  Upon 
\vhat  ground   could    he  found   fuch   charges  ?    If  it  were  a 
queftion  of  expence  merely,  there  could  certainlybe  no  ground 
for  fuch  charges ;  but  if  it  were  to  be  conftdered  as  a  queftion 
of  power ;  i^  they  were  to  be  told  they  dared  nbt  to  with- 
hold the  appropriation  in  queftion,  here  ke  would  entrench 
bimfeifasa  Reprefentative  of  the  people;  he  had  aright,  as 
a  member  of  that  houfe,  to  vote  againft  the  expence  which  he 
thought  improper,  and  he  would  exercife  that  right.    Every 
branch  of  ;jovernment  had  the  fame  right,  and  he  wifhed  them 
to  exercife  it.     And  he   would  not   be  told,   when  he  war 
about  to  exercife  this  right,  that  he  was  arrogating  to  him- 
felf  all  the  powers  of   government.     He   was   determined 
to  exercife  his   difcretion  on  every    queftion    which   cam^ 
before  him  for  decifion,  and  he  would  vote  againft  this  ex- 
pence. 


(      745       ) 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  the  gentleman  from  MalTachufetts,  Mr, 
Ames,  feidom  fpoke  without  calling  feme  denunciation 
againft  that  houfe.  He  had,  however, fallowed  that  the  Pre- 
iident  had  done,  with  reipecl  to  this  fleet,  all  that  any  gen- 
tleman had  charged  him  with  doing ;  he  had  even  put  the 
cafe  flronger  than  any  other  perfon  had  put  it ;  for  he  had 
faid,  that  the  Executive  had  determined  to  build  the  velTels 
of  a  larger  fize  than  had  been  contemplated  by  the  Legifla- 
ture,  in  order  to  be  an  over-match  for  any  other  frigate.  Ail 
this,  faid  Mr.  I^I.  may  be  right,  and  the  approbation  he  gave 
this  condu£l,  v/as  a  proof  the  gentleman  thought  fo ;  all  he 
had  to  fay  was,  that  it  v/as  not  legal ;  it  might  be  patriotic, 
and  be  done  with  an  intention  to  ferve  the  country ;  the 
Preiident  might  underltand  the  interefts  of  the  country  bet- 
ter than  they;  but  it  was  a  condufl  Avhich  would  not  itieet 
with  ths  fame  approbation  from  liim  that  it  met  with  from 
the  gentleman  from  MalTachufetts. 

That  gentleman  hail  alfo  faid,  that  a  law  impofed  a  duty 
upon  the  houfe  to  find  the  means  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 
Were  they  not,  then,  to  be  called  upon  for  money  to  man 
the  frigates  ?  He  afked  thofe  gentlemen  whether  the  Preii- 
dent had  not  a  right  to  man  the  frigates,  and  if  {o,  whether 
they  fhould  not  be  Gbllged  to  find  the  money. 

The  powers  of  this  houfe  to  controul  appropriations,  had, 
however,  already  been  fettled.  It  was,  indeed,  an  abfiir- 
riity  to  call  a  body  a  Legiflature,  and  at  the  fame  time  deny 
them  a  controul  over  the  public  purfe  ;  if  this  were  not  {^6, 
where  would  be  the  uUt  of  going  through  the  forms  of  that 
houfe  with  a  money  bill  ?  The  Executive  might  as  well  draw 
upon  the  treafury  at  ooce  for  udiatever  fums  he  might  fland 
in  need  of.  A  doctrine  like  this  vrould  be  fcouted  even  in  def- 
potic  countries. 

And  what  was  all  this  power  that  (o  much  alarmed  the 
gentleman  from  MalTachufetts  ?  It  was  merely  a  negative 
power,  to  refufe  to  do  what  they  thought  it  would  be  mif- 
chievous  to  do.  Mr.  N.  faid  there  was  a  very  fafliionable 
doctrine  of  throwing  all  pov^er  into  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive. If  there  were  to  be  extremes,  however,  he  believed  an 
excefs  of  power  would  at  leaf!  be  as  fafe  in  their  hands  as  in 
thofe  oi  the  Executive  y  and  if  this  were  his  opinion,  and  the 
ground  upon  which  he  a^led,  the  gentleman  from  MafTachu- 
fetts  never  failed  to  take  an  oppoiite  diredlion.  He  never 
thought  any  Executive  power  too  great. 

5  B 
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Mr.  Parker  remarked,  that  it  had  been  faid  the  frigates 
would  carry  62  guns  ;  it  might  ha^?e  been  pofBble  to  have 
made  them  fo,  but  they  were  no  more  than  a  large  iized  44 
gun  frigate.  They  might  be  a  little  larger  than  any  other  of 
tliat  number  of  guns,  but  not  fo  much.  It  was  true  they  were 
not  at  fir{l  contemplated  to  be  fo  large,  but  ftrong  reafons 
were  oftered  for  making  them  of  tlie  prefent  iize ;  the  ex- 
pence  was  not  increafed  by  the  increafe  of  iize,  in  proportion 
to  their  uleRilnefs.  He  therefore  himfelf  approved  of  what 
the  Preiident  had  done ;  and  if  he  had  had  the  management 
of  the  bulinefs,  he  fhould  have  done  the  fame.  It  had  been 
doubted  whether  the  fiim  propofed  to  be  granted  would  not 
only  hnifh,  but  equip  and  man  the  vefiels.  If  the  gentle- 
man who  had  thefe  doubts  would  refer  to  the  report  which 
had  been  made  On  the  fubjedl,  he  would  find  that  220,000 
dollars  would  be  required  for  that  purpofe ;  the  1 72,000 
propofed,  would  barely  make  them  ready  for  fea  in  other 
refpefts. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennfylvani a,  Mr.  Gallatin,  who  was 
generally  very  correcSl  in  his  ftatements,  had  fuppofed  that 
if  the  frigates  were  iinifhed,  the  Preiident  might  go  on  to 
man  them,  Vvnthout  confulting  the  Legiflature  upon  the  oc- 
caiion  ;  and,  to  ihcw  the  poffibility  of  doing  this,  he  had 
alluded  to  his  having  built  a  frigate  for  the  Algerines,  with- 
out the  approbation  of  Congrefs.  He  lamented  the  iituation 
in  which  we  flood  with  that  country,  but  he  believed  the  build- 
ing of  the  frigate  was  neceilary.  The  weilern  infurre^lon 
and  the  law-fuits  in  London  had  alfo  been  named,  which  he 
fhould  not  flop  to  notice. 

In  anfwer  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania,  he  v/ould 
fay,  that  if  the  Preiident  could  man  the  velTels  and  fend 
them  to  fea,  independent  of  Congrefs,  he  might  alfo  finlili 
them  without  their  aid  ;  but  hs  did  not  believe  he  would 
place  hirnielf  in  the  fame  fituation  with  refpe6c  to  them  as 
if  he  had  to  do  with  a  foreign  nation.  In  relation  to  foreign 
nations  he  had  great  power ;  butj  if  he  went  beyond  his 
power,  vvith  refpe^t  to  internal  regulations,  he  would  be 
liable  to  impeachment,  and  he  would  be  one  of  the  firft  to 
promote  an  impeachment  were  fuch  to  be  his  conckKfl. 

Mr.  Ames  laid,  he  underftood  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, Mr.  Nicholas,  to  fay,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive was  illegal ;  but  certainly  ii  a  friLrate  was  eilimated  to 
coll:  12,000  vioUars,  and  it  cofi:  15,000,  the  expenditure  or 
tlie  additional  3000  was  not  iliegai. 
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Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  he  had  made  ufe  of  the  gentleman's 
own  words  with  refpedi  to  the  change  in  the  plan  ot  buil.iing 
the  frigates,  which  he  had  called  illegal. 

Mr.  Ames  faid,  as  to  the  iize  of  the  veiTels,  th^t  was  Exe- 
cutive buiinefs.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Vena- 
ble,  feemed  to  take  the  obfervation  vHiich  he  had  made  with 
a  degree  of  fenfibility  perf^'iily  natural,  becaufe  it  went  to 
touch  the  power  which  he  had  claimed  as  a  member  of  that 
houle.  The  gentleman  iaii,  "  Here  I  entrench  myfelf  be- 
hind my  privileges."  Nothing  was  faid  about  the  public 
good  -,  ail  was  felf.  And  v/as  it  to  be  confidered,  he  aiked, 
that  they  enjoyed  the  powers  committed  to  them  in  their 
own,  right,  as  barons  of  em.pire  as  fovereign  defpots  ? 
Or  was  the  power  placed  in  them  to  be  exercifed  like  ether 
duties  according  to  juftice  and  propriety  ?  He  believed  ncj 
one  would  deny  that  the  latter  was  the  trmh. 

How  did  the  matter  ftand  ?  They  had  attempted  to  repeal 
a  law,  but  another  branch  of  the  Legiflature  had  refufed  to 
accede  to  the  repeal,  of  courfe  it  could  not  be  effected.  Were 
they  then,  to  -aCz  as  if  the  law  had  been  repealed  ?  Yes,  fay 
gentlemen,  kve  will  refufe  to  appropriate  the  money  fmce  iv^ 
think  the  thing  onneceiTary.  He  hoped,  however,  the 
day  would  foon  come  (as  melancholy  wonld  be  the  period 
until  it  did  arrive)  v/hen  ihis  power  of  rcfuiing  an  appropria- 
tion to  carry  an  ezifting  lav/  into  ei&^St,  fhculd  no  longer  be 
countenance!  by  a  majority  of  that  houfe. 

Mr.  Venable  vv^as  of  opinion,  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Maffachufetts  had  only  the  public  good  in  viev^r,  which  he 
had  fpoken  of,  he  could  have  had  no  inducement  to  have 
gone  into  the  arguments  which  he  had  introduced  on  this 
occafion.  He  could  aiTure  that  gentleman  that  he  felt  him- 
felf  as  ftrongly  bound  to  conhder  the  public  good  in  all  his 
conducl,  as  he  could  do.  He  believed  no  inftance  could  be 
named,  in  which  he  had  not  confulted  that  intereft  j  as  to 
what  was,  or  was  not,  calculated  for  the  public  good,  he 
muft  be  left  at  hberty  to  judge  for  himfelf.  But  the  gentle- 
man had  not  put  the  buiinefs  on  this  ground  ;  but  becaufe 
gentlemen  differed  in  opinion  from  others,  they  were  charg- 
ed with  aimming  abfolute  authority,  with  principles  of  def- 
potifm,  overturning  the  government,  &c. 

Mr.  V.  faid  it  was  his  opinion  that  in  all  laws  which  came 
before  that  houfe,  every  member  had  a  full  right  to  fay  yea 
or  nay,  for  which  they  were  not  accountable  to  that  gen- 
tleman, or  to  any  other.     The  other  branches  oi  govern- 
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ment  had  alfo  tlie  fame  power.  Indeed  the  other  houfd, 
had  exercifed  this  right  in  negativing  the  repeal  of  the  law 
relative  to  the  manning  of  thefe  vefTels.  He  trufled  both 
hoiifes  would  always  continue  to  affcrt  their  right  thus  to  ufc 
their  difcretion,  and  privilege. 

Mr.  Ames  faid  he  had  not  charged  thatHcufe  withufurp- 
ing  power,  or  breaking  down  the  other  branches  of  govern- 
ment;  nor  did  he  fay  they  had  not  a  difcretion  5  but  that 
their  difcretion  ought  to  be  regulated  by  duty. 

Mr.  Swanwickfaid^  amidft  all  the  foreign  objeillons  which 
had  been  urged  againfi:  this  appropriation,  he  wiilied  the  z€t 
palled  laft  feffion  to  be  referred  to.  [Mr.  S.  read  an  extract 
from  it.]  Here,  in  April  laft,  faid  he,  it  is  provided  that 
the  frigates  fliall  be  finiflied,  and  yet  now  gentleman  wiilied 
the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  conclufion  only  to  half  finiili  them* 
What,  hea&edj  would  the  world  think  of  fuch  a  vsrfatiiity  of 
condu£l  ! 

Mr.  Kitchell  thought  if  they  meant  to  g;5t  through  the  bu- 
finefs  which  lay  before  them,  it  was  time  they  difpofed  of 
this  queflion.  He  thought  the  debate  upon  it  had  been  fuf- 
ficiently  long. 

Mr.  Brent  fail,  when  this  fubje^l:  f.rft  came  before  the 
committee,  he  had  determined  to  give  the  fum  neceiTary  to 
complete  them  j  nor  had  he  ever  wavered  on  the  fubje^l,  un- 
til he  heard  the  ground  which  had  been  taken  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maffachufetts  (Mr.  Am^es.)  He  did  moft  feel- 
ingly participate  in  the  fentiments  exprelTed  by  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Venable)  on  the  occafion.  It  v/as  really  difficult  to 
know  what  was  the  amount  of  his  doctrines.  In  the  lirftin- 
ftance,  he  underftood  the  gentleman  to  rife  for  two  pnr- 
pofts,  viz.  to  juftify  the  Executive  from*  certain  charges 
which  had  been  brought  againft  him,  and  to  fliew  the  obli- 
gation which  the  Houfe  lay  under  to  grant  the  money. 

In  the  iirft  place,  the  gentl^mian  laid  the  Executive  had 
been  charged  M'ith  violating  the  law  5  and,  when  he  went 
into  the  fubje^l,  he  underftood  liim  to  fay,  as  his  colleague 
imderftocd  him,  that  the  Executive  had  changed  the  plan; 
Jie  undei"ftood  him  to  fay,  that  though  Congrefs  had  order- 
ed 44  gun  frigates,  he  had  ordered  74's,  which  remark  he 
concluded  with  expreffing his  approbation  of  the  Prefident's 
condudt.  If  he  admitted  that  the'Executive  had  violated 
the  law,  and  yet  felicitated  him  upon  having  done  fo,  he 
might  enjoy  his  pleafure^  he  would  not  participate  with  him. 
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With  refpe^l  tothe  fecond  part  of  his  obiervationsj  as  to 
the  abfolute  neceflity  under  which  every  member  lay  to  vote 
for  the  fum  required  for  fiiiifliing  the  frigates,  becaufe  the 
building  of  them  v/as  directed  by  law,  this  was  a  mofl:  impor- 
tant point.  He  thought  this  invoh^e-i  one  of  the  moft  valu- 
able principles  which  that  Houfe  poiieffed,  and  which  fliould 
never  be  loll  fight  of,  viz.  the  right  of  every  member  to  ex- 
ercifs  his  difcretion  upon  every  queftion,  s.ppropriations  as 
well  as  others,  which  came  before  him.  Did  not  the  gen- 
tleman know  that  the  moft  folemn  decifion  had  taken  place 
lafi:  feflion  on  this  fubjedl,  by  a  large  majority  ?  Indeed,  he 
faid,  this  fentiment  was  fo  engrafted  in  the  conilitution  that 
the  Houfe  could  not  divert  themfelves  of  it ;  for  the  gentle- 
man to  fay  they  did  not  poflefs  it,  was  to  make  a  dead  letter 
of  their  privileges.  There  could  be  no  doubt  on  the  fubjecSlj 
2nd  it  was  a  facred  and  elTential  principle  which  would  go 
farther  to  preferve  our  liberties  than  any  other  which  they 
poflefTed.  He  trufted,  therefore,  they  ihould  guard  it  with 
fpecial  care. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  follow  the  gentle- 
man from  Maffachufetts  in  what  he  had  faid  on  this  lubje^l, 
becaufe  he  had  not  felt  the  force  of  what  he  had  advanced, 
nor  very  well  underftood  what  he  meant.  Both  his  mean- 
ing and  his  motive  for  bringing  this  buiinels  before  them  to- 
day were  to  him  myfterious.  He  had  brought  before  them 
the  treaty  queftion  anew,  and  it  would  be  recollected  what 
were  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  on  that  cccaiion ;  but  he 
could  fee  no  relation  which  it  bore  to  the  prefent  queftion  j 
and  though  a  number  of  members  in  that  Houfe  had  aftert- 
ed  that  they  were  bouni  to  appropriate  money  to  carry  a 
treaty  into  effect,  he  did  not  believe  they  were  ready  to  fay 
the  fame  with  relpect  to  laws. 

The  gentleman  from  Maffachufets  had  faid,  that  if  they 
put  a  meaning  upon  the  conftitution  in  this  refpeft  different 
from  kirn,  that  they  arrogated  the  fupreme  power  to  them- 
felves. Did  not  he  know  that  the  doctrine  apphed  to  the 
Senate  as  well  as  to  that  Houfe:  And  did  he  not  fee  that -that 
would  be  a  check  upon  the  abule  of  it  in  either  Houfe,  Imce 
it  was  a  weapon  which  both  could  ufe  ? 

The  gentleman  had  faid  they  were  bound  toobey  the  law. 
Bound  to  obey  what  law  ?  The  lav/  for  authoriiingthe  build- 
ing of  the  three  frigates  ?  He  did  not  underftand  hovi'-  this 
law  was  to  bind  them.  This  was  a  mere  adiriiniftrative  iav\^, 
which  did  not  extend  to  the  citizens  of  the  Uaited  States^ 
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hut  gave  power  to  the  Prefident  to  do  a  certain  aS:  •,  there- 
fore as  citizens  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  law,  ex- 
cept they  were  to  obey  it  by  appropriating  the  money  necef- 
lary  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Yet  the  gentleman  allowed  there 
might  be  cafes  in  which  it  would  be  right  to  ufe  diicretion  in 
the  appropriation  of  money.  For  his  part  he  did  not  nn~ 
derftand  the  being  bound  and  not  bound  at  the  fame  time  ; 
to  have  difcretion  and  no  difcretion.  He  wifhed  either  one 
or  the  other  opinion  to  be  adopted  ;  and  that  they  might  be 
told  that  they  had,  or  that  they  had  not,  a  right  to  exercife 
difcretion  in  the  appropriation  of  money.  If  this  exercife 
were  to  be  allowed  in  any  cafe,  why  could  it  not  be  aliov/ed 
in  the  prefent  ?  He  wondered,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  in 
fa'iroiir  of  this  motion  fhould  have  touched  upon  this  ground; 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  thtt  they  had  this  difcretion, 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  ufed  with  caution^  and  not  upon  trifling 
cccaiions.  But  he  conceived  this  to  be  one  of  thofe  occafions 
IB  which  it  was  necellary  for  thofe  oppofed  to  anavaleftab- 
lilhmentj  to  vote  againil  this  appropriation »  He  meant 
againfl:  the  appropriation  in  its  extent.  It  was  becaufe  he 
cc»niidered  a  naval  eftablilhment  as  highly  injurious  to  the 
mtei'eils  of  this  country,  he  fliould  vote  againft  every  mea- 
fure  which  had  a  tendency  to  produce  it.  That  gentleman^ 
and  others  who  thought  differently,  would  vote  accordingly. 

Mr*  Go  moved  an  amendment,  viz..  that  before,  the  vvord 
"  Frigates"  to  add  "the  Hulls  of."  On  the  queftion  ayes 
45  noes  44.  The  chairman  giving  his  vote  againft  the  amend- 
iTxenl  it  was  not  carried.  It  was  then  put  in  the  original 
form,  to  finifli  the  Frigate  the   fum  of  dollars 

$Bd  carried.  Ayes  54. 

The  queftion  on  the  blank  being  filled  with  i  72,000  was 
then  put,  and  carried.       '  Ayes  47. 

Mr»  Gallatin  moved  to  add  an  item  to  pay  the  bounty  of 
100  dollars  which  they  had  agreed  Ihould  be  paid  to  every 
oiBcerdifcharged  from  the  military  fervice  in  confcquence  of 
the  regulations  which  had  taken  place  in  the  eirabliUiment, 

This  item  was  filled  up  with  3000  dollars. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  add  the  following  words  *'  which 
fe¥eral  furns  Ihall  be  folely  applied  to  the  obje^ls  for  which 
ihey  are  refpeftively  appropriated." 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wiilied,  as  much  as  the  gentleman  from 
Fennfylvania,  to  confine  the  expenditure  to  the  fiuns  appro- 
priated^ hut  the  provifion  forfome  objects  might  fall  fhort, 
while  others  might  have  a  furplus,  which  he  thought  ought 
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to  be  made  life  oft©  fupply  deficiencies,  in  cafes  of  emergen- 
cy. Ever  fince  the  eftabliillmcnt  of  the  prefent  government, 
the  whole  appropriation  for  the  military  eftablimment^  had 
been  confidered  as  an  aggregate  fund  out  of^vhichanj  of  the 
objects  of  that  eftabhihment  might  be  paid  for ;  but  the  ex- 
pence  of  eachobjedi  was  now  to  be  confined  to  the  fpecific 
appropriation.  He  was  afraid,  however  well  this  migiit  look 
in  theory,  it  would  be  found  very  mifchievous  in  pra£i:ice. 
He  wiihed  the  gentleman  would  amend  his  propolition,  by 
adding,  '»'  fo  far  as  maybe  conflflent  with  public  exigency^^ 
this  would  reftridl  the  expenditures,  except  in  unforefeea 
cafes  of  emergency,  to  provide  for  which  fome  latitude  of. 
difcretion  ought  to  be  left  to  the  Executive. 

Mr,  Sitgreaves  did  not  fee  the  neceflity  or  propriety  of  the 
amendment  of  his  colleague,  when  the  konfe  had  diftributed 
the  appropriations  amongfl  the  different  objecfs,  a,s  the 
amendment,  he  conceived,  meant  nothing  more  than  that 
the  department  fliould  not  expend  any  more  than  the  fum 
appropriated  for  the  different  items,  which  they  had  no  right 
to  do  if  there  were  no  amendment.  Heretofore  when  ap- 
propriations were  made  in  a  mafs,  the  Secretary  of  War  did 
not  feel  himfelf  bound  to  govern  himfelf  by  the  eiVimate 
which  he  had  given  in  ;  but  by  particularizing  the  different 
items,  the  former  evils  was  corrected. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  if  the  fa6f  were  exa<Sfly  as  it  had  been 
flated  by  his  colleague,  his  amendment  might  be  unneceSary, 
but  thetreafury  department  had  not  acied  upon  the  prio- 
ciplc  which  he  had  ftated.  They  had  nctwithffariding  the 
diffribution  of  the  appropriation,  thought  themfelves  at  li- 
berty to  take  money  from  an  item  where  there  was  a  fur- 
plus,  and  apply  it  to  another  where  it  was  wanted.  And 
when  this  was  obje^fed  to,  as  taking  from  the  Legiflature 
their  appropriating  pov/er,  they  anfvvered  that  the  Legifla- 
ture had  entered  fo  m.uch  into  detail  that  they  could  not  at« 
tend  to  their  diredfions.  They  had  laft  feilion  made  the 
appropriations  more  fpecific  than  at  prefent,  yet  the  fecretary 
of  the  treailiry,  in  a  letter  written  to  the  iioufe  during  this 
feflion,  faid,  "  that  it  was  well  known  to  have  been  a  rule 
fince  the  eirtabiiihment  of  the  government,  that  the  appro- 
priations for  the  Military  Ellabiiiliment  were  confidered  as 
general  grants  of  money,  liable  to  be  iifued  to  any  of  the 
objects  included  under  that  department."  Therefore,  unlefs 
this  amendment  was  introduced,  it  would  leave  the  power 
as  before.  In  order  to  make  the  buiinefs  more  eafy,  all  the 
contingent  expences  were  appropriated  in  one  fum. 
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Tlic  objecl:  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  G.  faid,  was,  that 
^o  part  of  the  pay  of  the  army  iliould  go  to  the  quarter-maf- 
ter's  department,  2ic.  and  that  norte  of  them  fliould  goto 
the  building  or  equipping  the  frigates  ;  but,  if  this  were  not 
the  cafe,  money  might  be  found  to  get  the  frigates  to  fea 
from  the  appropriations  for  the  miUtary  department,  if  the  Pre- 
fident  fhould  think  it  neceflary  fo  to  apply  it.  As  to  the 
amendment  propofed  to  his  amendment,  it  would  do  away 
the  intention  of  it  altogether. 

Mr.  Harper  ivas  againft  the  amendment.  He  thought 
the  department  ought  to  be  at  liberty,  in  cafe  of  an  appro- 
priation proving  deficient,  to  have  rccourfe  to  other  funds, 
where  there  might  be  a  forpliis,  and  as  none  would  be  taken, 
except  where  there  was  a  furplus,  he  could  fee  no  objection 
to  this  being  allowed.  Indeed,  for  want  of  fuch  a  privilege 
very  ferious  inconveniencies  might  arife  to  the  fervice,  in 
cafe  of  accident  or  unforefeen  event. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  the  lav/  did  not  operate  in  the  manner 
which  the  gentleman  laft  up  fuppofed.  They  had  lately 
voted  a  fum  of  403000  dollars  to  make  good  a  deficiency  of 
laft  year,  which  had  been  ufed  for  fome  other  purpofe,  irit 
confequenee  the  deficiency  fell  upon  the  pay  of  the  army,  al- 
though that  could  not  increafe*,  becaufe  the  number  of  men 
was  never  increafed  ;  it  might  be  lefs,  as  the  nominal,  not  the 
a<51:ual  number  of  men  was  appropriated  for. 

Mr*  Kittera  thought  the  amendment  a  bad  one.  Sup« 
pofe,  faid  he,  a  boat  fhould  be  over  fet  with  tents  in  the  lake, 
or  a  magazine  blown  up,  the  lolles  could  not  be  repaired^ 
becaufe,  though  there  might  be  furplus  fums  in  the  treafury^ 
from  other  items  in  the  eftabUfhment,  yet,  if  this  amend- 
ment prevailed,  they  could  not  be  touched.  He  thought  this 
would  be  the  effed;  he  was  againfl  innovations. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  carried,  there  being  54 
votes  in  favour  of  it. 

The  committee  then  rofe,  and  the  houfc  took  up  the 
amendments ;  when 

Mr.  Dearborn  renewed  the  motion  to  place  "  Hulls  of  the" 
before  frigates,  which  after  a  few  obfervations  from  Mr. 
Page  againfl  the  manner  in  which  the  bufinels  of  building 
the  frigates  had  been  conducHied,  particularly  with  refpedt  to 
their  being  built  of  fo  much  larger  a  fize  than  ordered.  And 
in  Mr.  Ames's  obfervations  on  the  power  of  the  houfe 
the  qiieftion  was  tiike,n  by  yeas  and  n^ys,  as  follow ; 
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YEAS. 


Theddorus  Bailey, 
Abraham  Baldwin^* 
David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount^ 
RicharJ  Brent^ 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Samuel  j.  Cabell, 
Gabriel  Chriftie, 
Thomas  Claiborne^ 
John  Clopton, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
Henry  Dearborn^ 
William  Findley^ 
JeiTe  Franklin, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jiin^ 
Albert  Gallatin. 
James  Gillefpie, 
Chriftopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
V/ade  Hampton, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
John  Hathorn, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 


Fiflier  Ames, 
Theophilus  Bradbury^ 
Daniel  Buck, 
Demfey  Burges, 
Jofhua  Coit, 
William  Cooper, 
William  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana, 
James  Davenport, 
George  Dent, 
George  Ege, 
Abiei  Fofter, 
Dwight  Fofter, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
Nicholas  Gilman, 


James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon^ 
George  Jackfon, 
Matthew  Locke, 
William  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madifon, 
John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore^ 
Anthony  New^ 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Page, 
John  Patten, 
John  Richards, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
William  Strudwick, 
Jofeph  B.  Vamum,  and 
Abraham  Venable,  45 


NAYS 


Henry  Glenn, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Grifwold, 
William  B.    Grove, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley, 
John  Heath, 
William  Hindman, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
Edward  Livingfton, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
Francis  Malbone, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray, 
Jofiah  Parker, 

s  c 


j  :> 


54 


) 


Ellilia  R.  Potter, 
John  Reed, 
Samuel  Sewall, 
Samuel  SitgreaveSj 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
John  Svranwick, 


Zephaniah  Swift^' 
George  Thatcher 
Richard  ThomaSj 
Mark  Thomfon, 
John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Phillip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Peleg  Wadfworthj  and 
John  Williams. 


And  then  the  main  queftlon    *f  to  finiih  the  frigates 

dollars"  was  taken  by  yeaS  and  nays    as  f o  llcw 


YEAS, 


Fiiher  Ames, 
Abraham  Baldwin, 
Theophilus  Bradbury^ 
Richard  Brent, 
Daniel  Buck, 
Demfey  Burges, 
Jofhua  Coit, 
William  Cooper, 
William  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Danaj 
James  Dayen]-')ort, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
George  Dent, 
George  Ege, 
William  Findleyj 

Abiel  Fofter, 

Dwight  Fofterj 

Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 

Ezekiel  Gilbert, 

Nicholas  Gilman, 

Henry  Glen, 

Chaimcey  Goodrich, 

Roger  Grifwold, 

William  B.   Grove, 

Robert  Goodloe  Hatper, 

Carter  B.  Harri'ibn, 

Thomas  Hartley, 

John  Heath, 

William  Hindmanj, 


John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
Edward  Livingfton,    . 
Samuel  Lyman, 
Francis  Malbgne, 
John  Milledge, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenbers;. 
William  Vans  Murray, 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
Joiiah  Parker, 
Elilha  R,  Potter, 
Jolm  Reed, 
Samuel  Sewall, 
Samuel  Sitgreavesjf 
Jeremiah  Smith, 

Nathaniel  Smithy 

Ifaac  Smith, 

William  Smith, 

Thomas  Sprigg, 

John  Swanv/ick, 

Zephaniah  Swift, 

George  Thatcher, 

Richard  Thomas, 

Mark  Thomfon, 

John  E.  Van  Allen, 

Philip  Van  Cortlandt^ 

Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 

Peleg  Wadfworth,  and 

John  Wiliiamsj 


s« 
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NAYS. 


Theoclorus  Ballev, 
David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Samuel  J.  Cabellj 
Gabriel  Chriftie, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
jeiTc  Franklin, 
Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gillefpie, 
Chriftoplier  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
Yf  ade  Hampton, 
John  Hat  horn, 


Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
Matthew  Locke, 
William  Lyman, 
Samuel  Macby, 
Nathaniel  Macon^ 
Andrew  Moore, 
AntbonyNew^ 
John  Patten, 
John  Richards, 
Ifraei  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun» 
William  Strodwick, 
Abraham  Ye^^able. 


and 


The  queftion  to  fill  the  blank  with  1783O0O5  was  then 
put  and  carried,  ayes '47,  noes,  42,  and  the  bill  ordered  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrovr. 

The  hoiife  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  fenate  to  the 
bill  for  making  rega!. .-ions  refpe6;ing  the  duty  on  diftilled 
ipirits,  one  of  which  they  inhfted  upon,  viz,  that  providing 
that  ho  licences  be  ilTued  for  lefs  than  one  month.  The 
houfe  adhered  to  their  difagreement  to  this  amendment. 

The  amendments  of  the  fenate  to  the  poft-ofHce  bill  were 
taken  up,  and  the  houfe  receded  from  their  former  difagee- 
ment  to  them.  One  of  them,  viz.  for  introducing  the 
words  requiring  "newfpapers  to  be  fufnciently  dried,"  was 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Macon,  as  a  very  oppref- 
five  regulation  to  printers  of  ne  wfpapers,  as  giving  poft-maf- 
ters  power  to  put  them  to  great  inconvenience,  and  as  a  certain 
way  of  increaiing  the  price  of  newipapers  fent  into  the  country. 
As  it  involved  a  principle  of  confequence,  Mr.  G.  called  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  ciuefiion,  which  were  yeas  39,  nays 

Mr.  Macon  fui !  lince  the  queftion  had  been  thus  carriedj 
he  woula  move  to  put  oft  the  farther  cpniideration  of  the  bill 
till  the  firft Monday  in  Dec':mber,  as  he  believed  that  clnufe 
would  do  more  harm  than  tiie.  bill   would   do     pood:      Th§- 
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A  mcflage  was  received  from  the  Prefident,  informing  tli« 
houfe  that  he  liad  approved  and  fgned  the  bill  granting  a 
further  compenfation  to  the  attorney  general ;  a  bill  refpeft-^ 
ing  the  regiftering  of  fhips  and  veflels,  and  a  bill  for  relief 
of  the  widow  de  Neufville  and  family?  And  the  fenate  in- 
formed the  hoiife  that  the  Prefident  had  approved  and  iigned 
a  bill  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Prelident ;  a  bill  relat- 
ing  to  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  refolutions  ref- 
peeling  balances  due  from  certain  ftates. 

Adjourned,' 


SENATE. 

March  2(5^5  1797. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  refolutions  of  the 
Senate  refpe6ting  the  fouthern  and  weftern  boundary  of 
Georgia,  having  had  the  fame  iinder  conhderation  beg  leave , 
to  fubmit  the  following  report--^-- 

Georgia  was  created  by  charter  from  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  dated  in  June  1732,  and  originally  bounded  on  the 
north,  by  the  northern  ftream  of  the  river  Savannah,  on  the 
fouth  by  the  moft.foutherly  fl ream  (the  Oakmulgee)  of  the 
Altamaba,  and  weilward  from  the  heads  of  the  faid  rivers 
refpe^lively  to  the  fouth  feas.  It  was  intended  as  a  frontier 
cftablifhment  to  fire ng then  and  prote<5l  the  fettlements  of 
South  Carolina,  and  probably  to  form  the  fout|iern  and  wef- 
tern  boundary  af  that  province.  The  country  between  the 
Altamaba  and  St.  Mary's  being  in  difpute  between  Britain  and 
Spain,  was  excluded  from  the  Georgia  charter. 

In  1752^  the  charter  of  Georgia  was  furrendered  to  the 
crown  which  from  thenceforward  poffefTed  exclufively  over 
this,  as  well  as  all  other  colonies  which  were  crown  property, 
the  power  of  enlarging  or  diminiiliing'the  boundaries  of  the 
province.  By  a  proclamation  dated  7th  of  O(^ober  [763, 
the  lands  lying  between  the  rivers  Altamaba  and  3t.  Mary's 
were  added  to  Georgia,  and  by  the  fame  inftruments  "  all  the 
lands  and  territories  lying  to  the  weftward  of  the  fources  of 
the  tivers  which  fall  into^the  fea  from  W.  &  N.  W.  are  referv- 
cd  under  the  fovereignty,  protection  and  dominion  of  the 
King,'^  which  would  appear  to  have  excluded  and  extinguifh- 
ltd  ail  jurifdi(Slion  in  Georgia  over  the  lands  beyond  the  four" 
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ces  of  tliefe  rivers  and  to  Have  x^efted  it  in  the  crown.  Like 
|:he  country  beyond  the  Oliio,  the  lands  thus  referved  weft  of 
Georgia  conftituted  a  territory  out  of  v/hich  new  colonies 
might  from  time  to  time  be  ere£led.  This  cpinion  is  fortifi- 
ed by  the  a£lual  exercifc  of  this  fpecies  of  jurifdi£tion  by  the 
crown*  It  enlarged  the  government  of  ¥7eii-Florida  by  ex- 
tending its  limits  northward  to  a  line  drawn  due  eaft  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Yazdus  to  the  river  Apalachola,  thereby 
adding  more  than  a  degree  and  a  half  in  breadth  to  that  pro- 
vince. This,  was  not  complained  of  in  Georgia,  or  was  it 
confidered  as  an  encroachment,  nor  does  it  appear  from  any 
document  that  Georgia  befo/c  the  revolution  ever  claimed  or 
exercifed  any  jurifdidion  to  the  v/eftward  of  the  fources  of 
the  Oakmulgee  river. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain  having,  previous  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  tlie  United-  States,- levered  and  annexed  to  Weft 
Florida  that  portion  of  the  referved  territory,  which  lies  to 
the  fouth  of  a  parallel  drawn  due  eaft  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Yazou  to  the  Apalachola,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  ter- 
ritory did  not  revert  to  Georgia  by  our  treaties  w^ith  Great- 
Britain  and  Spain,  but  now  belongs  to  the  United  States. 
And  if  the  foregoing  conftru6lion  of  the  proclamation  is  juft, 
Georgia  can  have  no  good  title  to  the  lands  lying  weft  of 
a  line  drawn  irom  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  fource 
of  Oakmulgee,  or  weft  of  the  fources  of  the  rivers  which  fall 
into  the  fea  from  the  weft  and  the  northweft.  But  inafmuch 
as  this  boundary  has  never  been  akertained  and  in  its  nature 
rnuft  in  many  places  be  uncertain,  and  as  the  ftate  of  Georgia 
hzs  claimed  and  exercifed  jurifdiftion  over  a  great  portion 
of  this  territory,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  ami- 
cable and  conciliatory  plan  of  accomm.odating  thefe  adverfe 
claims  fhould  be  adopted  by  the  United  States,  and  for  that 
purpofe  they  recommend  the  following  refolutions — 

I  ft.  That  the  Prelident  of  the  United  States  be  authorized 
to  appoint  three  commiftioners  v»dio,  or  anv  two  of  whom, 
fliall  have  full  pov/er  to  treat,  adjuft  and  determine  v/ith  fuch 
commiffioners  as  fiiali  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  by  the 
ftate  of  Georgia,  allinterferiog  claims  of  the  United  States 
and  Georgia  to  the  lands  lying  weft  of  a  line  drawn  from  the 
head  of  St,  Mary's  river  to  the  fource  of  the  Oakmulgee,  and 
weft  of  the  fources  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  fea  from 
the  v/eft  and  the  north-w^eft. 

2d.  That  the  Preftdentof  the  United  States  berequefted 
to  take  meafures  fo.r  afcertaining  the  number  of  inhabitants 
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in  this  difputed  territory,  the  places  of  their  relidencc,  their 
right  to  the  foil  they  now  polTefSo  And  that  he  requefts  frcm 
the  ftate  of  Georgia  its  confent  that  a  temporary  government 
be  eftablifhed  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  over 
this  territory,  to  continue  no  longer  than  the  duration  of  the 
prefent  difpute,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  aiTent  of 
the  (late  to  this  meafure,  fhall  in  no  refpe£l  be  conftrued  fo  as 
to  afiecL  its  title  to  the  lands  or  the  jurifdiclionof  the  country. 
3d.  That  if  the  confent  of  Congrefs  fhall  be  obtained  for 
that  purpofe,  the  Prefident  is  liereby  authorized  to  eflablifh 
a  territorial  government  in  the  above  defcribed  country,  fl- 
milar  to  that  of  the  weftern  territory,  and  to  appoint  all  the 
neceffarv  officers  therein,  whofe  commiilions  fhali  be  in  force 
until  the  next  feffion  of  Congrefs  5  and  that  they  fliall  ref- 
pectively  enjoy  and  receive  the  £aiie  compenfations  for  their 
fervices  as  the  prefent  officers  oi  the.  weftern  territory  arc 
entitled  to  receive  by  law. 


'r'ldajy  March  3_ 


The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Military  and  Naval 
EflabliflimiCnts  was  read  the  third  time  and  paiTed. 

A  refolution  was  agreed  upon  for  dif.ributing  the  500  co- 
pies of  the  lav/s  ordered  to  be  printed  at  the  lafl  feiiion. 

The  a(Sl  for  fixing  the  military  eftablifhment  was  received 
from  the  Senate  with*  an  amendment,  propoiing  a  quarter- 
mafler  general  and  a  pay-mafter  general  to  be  inferted,  which 
was  agreed  to,  35  to  32. 

The  houfe  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill 
refpe£ling  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  which  having 
agreed  to,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  •,  it  was  after- 
wards read  a  third  time,  and  palTed. 

The  fame  courfe  was  taken  with  the  bill  for  the  rehef  of 
John  Browne,  and  alfo  with  that  for  authoriiing  the  adjuil- 
ment  and  payment  of  the  claims  of  John  Robertfon  and 
G.  Smith,  formerly  captives  in  Algiers,  and  both  were  paffed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  refolution  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury  for  certain  ftatements  of  duties  and 
drawbacks  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  every  feflion,  was 
agreed  to. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  altering  the  time  of  the  next 
meeting  of  Congrefs,  to  the  firfl  Monday  in  November,  in- 
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iTread  of  the  firfl:  Monday  in  December.  After  feme  obje<Sli- 
ons  had  been  urged  againft,  and  foiiie  obfervations  in  favour 
of  the  change,  the  bill  finally  palTed,  46  to  29. 

A  meiTage  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the 
hou{e  of  the  palling  of  feveral  bills,  and  alfo  that  they  had 
refolved  that  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  American  feamen,  and  that  for  placing  certain 
perfons  on  the  penfion  lift,  fhould  be  poftponed  till  next  icC- 
lion. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  the  fale  of  the  land 
between  the  great  and  the  little  Miami  rivers,  and.  to  give  a 
pre-emption  right  to  certain  purchafers,  was  read,  when 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  moved  to  poftpone  the  coniideraticn  of  this 
bill  till  the  firft  Monday  in  December  next.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  right  of  the  Senate  to  fend  dov/n  to  them  a  bill 
of  this  kind  on  the  iaft  day  of  the  fellion.  He  did  not  him- 
felf  underftand  the  buiinefs,  nor  was  there  fufiicient  to  go 
into  an  enquiry  on  the  fubie6t. 

Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Nicholas  alfo  fpoke  againft  enter- 
ing upon  this  buiinefs.  They  obferved  that  the  public  would 
perceive  that  the  Senate  v/ifhed  to  conhne  the  contract  of 
Mr.  Symmes  within  narrower  bounds  than  that  houfe  wifh- 
ed,  and  therefore  no  perfons  could  be  deceived  in  this  refpeCt 
in  their  future  purchafes  of  Mr.  Symmes. 

A  bill  was  alio  received  from  the  Senate  to  enable  the  ofS- 
cers  and  foldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  the  continental  eila- 
blifhment,  to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  north  weft  of  the 
river  Ohio,  between  the  rivers  Sciota  and  Miami,  which  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Coit,  was  alfo  poftponed  till  the  firft  Monday 
in  December. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  he  wifhed  to  propofe  to  the  houfe  three 
refolutions,  calling  for  ftatements  relative  to  the  war  depart- 
ment, which  he  wifhed  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe  at  the 
next  feffion.  They  had  he^rd  it  faid  upon  that  floor,  by 
gentlemen  who  v/ere  conftdered  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  {ubjetTt,  that  many  expences  had  taken  place  in  that  de- 
partment v/hich  ought  to  have  been  checked.  Conceiving  a 
check  of  this  kind  to  be  neceftary,  and  knowing  that  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  military  department  was  increafing  from  vear  to 
year,  beyond  what  the  increafe  in  the  number  of  troops'  would 
warrant,  it  was  proper  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  inquiry  in« 
to  the  fubje<5t.  Indeed,  having  juft  paffed  a  pretty  ievere  law 
relative  to  the  receivers  of  public  money,  and  u^derftandina 
that  the  Secretarj^  of  the  Treafury  had  a  long  lift  of  deliiv 
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qtients,  lie  was  delirous  of  raking  fome  fteps  in  tEe  tufinefsv 
From  tliefe  confiderations,  he  offered  the  following  refoluti- 
ons  for  acceptance. 

Refokedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  be  dire6led 
to  lay  before  the  Houfe  of  Repreientatives  within  the  lirfc 
week  of  January  next,  abflrac!s  of  the  accounts  of  all  the  pay- 
maftersj  quarter-maiiers;,  contra£lers,  agents  for  the  pilrchafe 
of  fupplies^  and  generally  of  all  the  receivers  of  public  monies, 
paid  from  the  treafury  from  the  ill. of  January,  1791,  to  the 
ifc  of  January,  1 797?  ou  accotint  of  the  military  eftabliih- 
menta  fo  as  to  exhibit  a  detailed  ftateraentof  the  whole  amount 
of  monies  thus  expended  to  that  period ;  and  whether  any 
of  the  accounts  be  not  finally  fettled,  aird  fli^all  lay  before  the 
houfe  an  eftimate  of  monies  not  accounted  for.'^ 

**  Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  b^  direct- 
ed to  lay,  at  the  fame  time,  before  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  fimilar  abfri-acls  of  the  accounts  of  all  the  1  eceivers  of 
public  money^  expended  for  the  building  of  the  frigutes." 

Refoived,  That  it  Ihallbe  the  duty  of  the  Secretary^  of  the 
Treafury,  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  witliin 
the  lafl  week  of  January  iii  each  year,  a  fiaterrient  of  money 
expended  for  the  military  eftabUfliment  during  the  next  pre- 
ceding year,  diftiilguifhing  the  fuins  expended  under  each 
head,  for  which  fpecific  appropriations  have  been  made,  and 
an  eftimate  of  the  probable  uiifettled  demands  in  relation  to 
each  of  thofe  heads.'' 

The  refolutions  were  fevefally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Williams  called  for  the  refolution  w-hich  he  laid  on 
the  table  fome  days  ago.  On  examining  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  relative  to  the  application  arid  ex- 
penditure of  the  monies  appropriated  for  expences  attending 
the  intercourfe  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nati- 
ons^ he  faid,  he  found  large  fums  of  money  had  been  paid 
on  the  warrants  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  State,  whofe  ac- 
counts remained  unfettled  ,  and  that  neither  the  accounts  of 
the  foreign  miniiters,  bankers,  or  agents  of  the  United  States, 
nor  the  records  of  the  department  of  ftate,  contained  any  ex- 
planation in  refpedl  to  a  confiderable  pan  of  this  money;  that 
they  had  appropriated  large  fums  of  money  from  time  to  time, 
and  it  was  neceilary  that  a  full  inveftigation  of  that  bulinefs 
iliould  be  had.  Tliere  was  in  the  report  1 8,000  dollars,  paid. 
on  a  warrant  to  Mr.  Randolph  for  the  expences  of  a  fpecial 
envoy  to  Madrid,  though  he  beheved  the  envoy  was  not 
three  months  ..on  that  buiinefs.     In  order^  therefore^  to  come- 
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St  a  more  full  knowledge  of  this  fubjeiSl,  he  hoped  the  refo- 
lution  would  be  agreed  to«     It  was  in  the  following  words : 

»«  Whereas  it  is  ftated  to  this  houfe,  in  a  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treafury  of  the  i5th  infc.  that  the  accounts  of 
monies  advanced  to  Edmund  Randolph,  Efq.  late  Secretary 
of  State,  for  the  expences  of  foreign  intercourfej  ftill  remain 
unfet'tled,  and  that  neither  the  accounts  of  the  foreign  mdni- 
iters,  bankers,  or  agents  of  the  United  States,  nor  the  records 
of  the  department  of  ftate,  contain  any  explanation  in  refpect 
to  a  confidcrable  film  dfthefaid  monies  ; 

"  Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  lay  be- 
fore the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  information  of  the  amount 
of  theliims  fo  received  by  the  fiid  Edmund  Randolph,  Efq. 
for  vfhich  there  is  no  explanation^  as  aforefaid,  and  what 
meafiires  have  been  taken  to  obtain  a  fettlement  of  the  faid 
accounts. 

Mr.  Gallatin  had  no  objection  to  the  inquiry,  but  he  did 
not  thiuk  the  way  propoled,  was  the  proper  way  of  making  it. 
If  the  gentleman  had  attended  to  the  ftatem.ent  on  the  fubjecl:, 
he.  would  h.ave  feen  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  was 
not  the  perfon  to  be  applied  to.  The  ftatement  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  frem  New- York  was  not  fatisfaclory ;  but 
the  law  wich  refpe^l  to  foreign  intercourfe  gave  the  Preii- 
dent  power  to  draw  money  from  the  treafury  without  ftating 
any  thing  mere  than  that  it  v/as  wanted  for  foreign  inter- 
courie  [ivlr.  G.  read  an  extracSt  from  the  law  in  this  bun- 
nels]  t;irrrrcrej  Tvlr.  G.  faid,  they  knew  only  the  Prefident 
of  :::..:  U:^irc:i  Si:;l:cs.  He  was  the  only  officer  authorized 
to  draw  money  from  the  treafury  for  this  purpofe,  in  doing 
which  he  might  fpecify  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  wanted, 
orhe  might  iilue  a  certificate,  or  caufe  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  do  fo,  under  the  general  head  of  foreira  intercourfe,  and 
it  was  faflicient  authority  for  the  payment  of  the  money. 
From  the  Ifatement  wliich  they  had  received,  it  was  evifent 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiiiry  muft  have  received  h:for- 
mation  from  rhe  Preiident  of  the  United  States  beyond  v/hat 
he  had  received  by  means  of  the  certificates  calling  for  the 
mo/ic^y,  i^ccaitfe  he  informed  them  that  the  fums  of  money 
receive  1  by  Edmund  Randolph  were  not  accounted  for, 
which  info '■ 'nation  he  could  have  had  only  fromi  the  PrefidenC 
himf:;]fj  wlio  man:  have  informed  him  that  he  entruiled  him 
as  his  agent  in  the  bufinefs,  and  that  he  had  not  duly  ac- 
counted for  the  money  which  he  received.  He  fuppofed  the 
Preiident  would  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafiiry  to  take 
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mrnfiires  to  get  a  fettiement  with  Mr.  Randolpli ;  but,  In  a 
legal  point  of  view,  they  could  not  zpply  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treafnry,   as  ex  officio  he  knevv^  nothing  of  the  matter. 
lie  moved,    therefore,   that  inftead  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treadiry,    "  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  fhould  be 
i  cqiiefted,  if  he  iliall  think  it  advifeable,  &c.     He  -Adfhed  in- 
formation on  the  fubje6t,  as,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treafury,  there  feemed  to  tie  a  flrong  fufpicion  againft 
I^,Ir.  Randolph  in  the  buiinefs;   but,   as  they  knew  no  other 
perfoo  than  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  in  the  tranf- 
aClion,  he  wilhed  him  to  be  called  upon,  and  not  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 

Mr.  Williams  faid  it  mattered  not  to  him  who  was  called 
ii0on,  fo  that  he  had  the  information  ;  but  he  thought  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury  was  the  proper  perfon  to  be  ap- 
plied to. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  it  beft  for  the  refohition    to  pafs 
in  its  prefent  ihape.     All  thefe  accounts  were  fettled  at  the 
Treafury  Department ;  that  Department  had  fent  them  fomc 
information,  but  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  It  did  not  dcfccnd 
fufficiently  into  particulars  ;  it  was  proper,  therefore,  to  ap- 
ply to  the  fame  Department  for  other   and  further    infor- 
mation.    Certain  large  fums  were  Hated  to  have  been  drawn 
out  of  the  Treafury  by  warrants  in  favour  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
but  no  account  had  been   given  by  him  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  faid  money.     The   courfe  of  this  bufinefs  was  this  : 
When  the  Secretary  of  State  applied  for  money  at  the  Tre- 
fury,  he  ftated  a  certain  fum  to  be  wanted  for  foreign  inter- 
courfe,  or  whatever  the  expenditure  might  be;  this  might 
go  on  from  time  to  time  until  the  whole   fum  appropriated 
was  expended.     Afterwards  it  was  the  pra<Slice  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  make  out  a  detailed  ftatement  of  the  cxpendi- 
true;  to  exhibit  his  vouchers  and  balance  the  account  accord- 
ing to  law  :  and,  if  any  balance  remained   in  hand,  to  pay 
it  into  the  Treafury,  or  retain  it  in  liand  for  further  fervice. 
But  withrefpe^t  toMr.  Randolph,  it  appeared,  that  i£jo,ooo 
or   160,000  dollars  had  been  received  by  him  on  warrants, 
of  which  no  detailed  account  of  the  expenditure  had  yet  been 
fettled  at  the  Treafury,  and    although,  before    his    religna- 
tion  in  Auguft  1795^    he  informed    the  Executive    th?.t   he 
fhould  fettle  his  accounts  before  he  left  Philadelphia,  yet  they 
were  now  informed  from  the  Treafury  that  they  had  received 
no  account  of  ths  application  of  a  confiderable  part  oi   this 
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money.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  would  be  idle  to  ap» 
ply  to  the  Preiident,  foi'  lie  could  only  refer  them  to  the 
Treafury  Department. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New-York  feemed 
to  have  two  objects  in  view,  viz.  to  obtain  information  as  to 
the  amount,  for  which  no  account  had  been  rendered,  and 
alfo  to  know  what  meafures  had  been  adopted  to  enforce  a 
fettlement.  They  found  from  the  report  the  bufinefs  ftated 
in  this  vague  manner;  ifllied  to  Mr.  Randolph  on  a  warrant, 
dated  February  7th,  10,000  dollars — on  another  dated  Fe- 
bruary 13,  10,000  dollars— on  another  dated  April  105 
10,000  more.  In  May,  1794,  there  were  alfo  1 8,000  dol- 
lars ilFued  to  him  on  account  of  Mr.  Jay^'s  negociaticn  &c.  &c. 
but  there  was  nothing  to  ihew  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
as  to  the  application  of  ail  this  money  as  far  as  appeared 
from  the  records  of  the  Treafnry. 

As  no  vouchers  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Randolph  of 
the  expenditure  of  all  theft:^  feveral  funis  to  enable  the  Trea- 
fury Department  to  make  a  final  adjuftmeiit  of  his  accounts^ 
it  wasneceiTary,  therefore,  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treafury  to  know  the  am.ount  ofUf?'e  deficiency,  and  what 
'means  had  been  taken  to  obtain  a  fettlement. 

Mr.  Smith  concluded  by  obfcrving  that  without  intending 
to  pre-judge  the  ultimate  ilTue  of  this  buiinefs,  he  would 
however  incidentally  remark  that  this  information  would  be 
very  ufeful  to  the  next  houfe,  which  might  on  a  view  of  it 
determine  on  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  an  impeach- 
ment, for  as  judgment,  on  cafes  of  impeacliment  involved  a 
difqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  oitice  of  honour, 
truft  on  profit  under  the  United  States,  he  coniidered 
an  impeachment  to  be  again  ft  an  cfiicer  of  the  United 
States  as  well  after  as  before  a  reflgnation  or  difmiHion 
from  office. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  the  gentleman  fr®m  South  Carolina  had 
not  paid  the  ieaft  attention  to  what  he  had  faid  on  the  fub- 
je£l.  If  he  had  read  the  law,  he  would  have  {ezn  that  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States  was  authorifed  to  fpecify  the 
purpoies  for  which  money  was  drawn  from  the  Treafury  for 
foreign  intercourfc,  or  not,  as  he  pleafed.  The  law  being  fo 
exprelTed,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
fiiry  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  buiinefs.  The  Prefident  had 
directed  certificates  to  be  drav^-n  out  in  general  terms,  which' 
had  been  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury.  After  he 
had  don?  this^  lie  bad  no  farther  concern  in  tiie  bufinefs  1 
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tlie  matter  lay  betwixt  tlie  Prefid^nt  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  he  thought  they  could  only  properly  apply  tb  the 
Prefident  for  information  on  the  fubje^t.  If  they  applied 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea fury  for  information,  what  they 
could  get  from  thence  could  only  be  of  a  partial  kind,  lince 
he  could  not  know  much  about  the  buflnefs.  .If,  Indeed, 
gentlemen  were  apprifed  that  other  information  could  be  had 
from  thence,  more  than  had  been  recelTed,  lie  knew  of  none 
fuch,  nor  did  the  houfe  know  of  anyp  Whatever  knowledge 
that  department  had  of  the  tranfaclion  mull;  have  been  gain- 
ed from  other  fource$  j  they  could  not  have  it  in  their  offi- 
cial capacity ;  but,  by  an  application  to  the  Preiident,  the 
houfe  would  not  only  learn  what  was  known  at  the  Treafury 
but  what  he  knew  alfo  upon  the  bufinefs,  which  would  cer- 
tainly fee  moft  fatisfa61oryo   .       ,  . 

Mr.  Harper  was  doubtful  whether  the  meafure  was  proper 
at  all;  if  it  were,  he  thought  the  motion  fliould  be  agreed  to? 
as  moved  originallvo  The  gentlem.an  from  Pennfylvania 
feemedto  think  the  object  of  this  refolution  v/as  to  know  in 
what  manner  this  money  had  been  expended^  He  took  it 
this  was  not  the  object  of  the  refblutiono  They  all  knew 
what  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States  had  done,  ihey  knew 
he  had  not  only  employed  Mr.  Randolph  to  obtain'  the  mo» 
ney  irom  the  Treafury,  but  alfo  as  his  agent  in  the  expen- 
diture of  it.  What  further  did  they  wifli  to  know  from  the 
Preiident?  They  knew  his  agent  had  not. rendered  an  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  wliich  this  money  had  been  expand- 
ed. They  fliould  probably  be  told,  that  coniiderable  fums 
had  not  been  accounted  for.  He  would  tell  them  he  had  direct- 
ed his  agent  to  dp  fo  and  fo,  and  accoujQt  with  the  Treafury 
Department.  This  they  knew  already  as  well  as  the  Preii- 
'dent  of  the  .United  States.  .  What  was  it  then  they  wanted 
to  know  ?  They  wanted  to  know  the  amount  of  the  defi-. 
eiency ;  and  he  thought  they  might  very  well  truft  the 
Executive  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  to  fettle  the 
bufinefs.  He  believed  it  was  not  necelTary  to  make  the 
matter,  more  public  than  it  was.  They  were  told  fteps  had 
been  taken  ;  and  he  fuppofed  they  all  knew  what  thefe  fteps 
were  ;  and  when  the  rciult  were  known,  they  fliould  doubt- 
lefs  be  informed  of  it. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  negatived  32  to  2(5. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wifhed  to  make  a  few  obfervations  in  reply 
to  his  colleague,  who  feemcd  to  think  there  was  no  need  for 
the  propofed  application.     He  wis  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
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an  officer  was  as  liable  to  impeachment  for  mifconducSV,  after 
lie  had  refigned  his  ofSce,  as  whilft  he  held  it,  as  an  im- 
peachment vrent  to  difquahfy  a  perfon  for  ever  after  from 
holding  any  office .  under  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  If  it  fhould  appear,  therefore,  that  any  perfon  who 
had  retired  from  office,  had  mifapplied  any  part  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  it  was  the  duty  of  that  houfe  to  inftitute  an  im- 
peachment againft  him,-  and  if  fuch  impeachment  fliould  be 
fucccfsful  before  the  Senate,  h^  would  be  accordingly  for 
ever  dilqualified  from  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States.  There  was,  therefore,  a  fi:ri61  propriety  in  that 
houfe,  whenever  there  was  information, before  them  of  a 
mifapplication  of  public  money,  profecuting  an  enquiry  into 
the  matter,  not  only  as  to  the  amount  of  the  deficiency,  but 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  fteps  which  may  have  been  taken  on 
the  fubje<Si;.  .  He  therefore  thought  the  prefent  enquiry  was 
p.  very  proper  one. 

,  Mr.  Williams  again  urged  the  propriety  of  his  motion,  and 
the  queftion  was  put  and  carried,  without  a  divilion. 
:  Ameffage  was  received  from  the  Prefident,  informing  the 
^houfe  that  he  had  approved  and  ligned  the  bill  relative  to  the 
compenfation  of  officers  employed  in  receiving  duties  on  im- 
poft  and  tonnage ;  the  bill  for  raifmg  additional  duties  upon 
fundry  articles  of  impoft,  and  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  fupport  of  government  for  the  year  1797. 
'■  Mr.  A.  Fofter,  from  the  com.mittee  of  enrollment,  re- 
ported a  number  of  bills  as  duly  enrolled,  which  accordingly 
received  the  fignature  of  the  Speaker.  He  afterwards  report- 
ed them  to  have  been  laid  before  the  Prelident. 

Adjourned  till  fix  o'clock. 


Friday,  MarcJo  3. 

Evening  Sitting. 

The  bill  appropriating  money  for  the  Military  and  Naval 
Eftablilhments,  was  received  from  the  Senate  with  an 
amendment,  propoiing  to  do  away  the  reftriclion  which 
had  been  introduced  into  the  bill  to  confine  the  expenditure 
of  money  to  the  fpecific  objefts  for  which  each  fum  is 
appropriated.  _ 
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Mr.  Dana  hoped  the  houfc  would  recede  from  the  amcrid- 
ment. 

Wir.  Gallatin  faidj  that  by  the  conftltutionj  ho  money  was 
to  be  granted,  but  by  a  law  palling  the  regular  mode  :  now 
laid  Mr.  G.  this  is  not  by  law ;  if  after  a  certain  fum  is  grant- 
ed for  one  item,  it  be  not  ufed  to  that  purpofe,  but  put  to 
fome  other  object.  This  was  certainly  acconiing  to  the  fpl- 
rit  of  the  conftitution,  and  if  you  do  not  itri£lly  abide  by  that, 
you  may  as  well  fet  alide  the  conilitution,  and  fay  we  vi^iil 
•appropriate  6,000,000  dollars  for  the  fupport  of  governmentj 
for  the  prefent  year.  If  we  mean  to  carry  the  cohiHtution 
into  cSiidi,  we  muft  i-eje£l  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  obferved  that  iiis  epinion  on  this  poiiit 
was,  that  the  hoiifs  had  a  coniiitutional  power,  to  depart 
from  any  identifying  of  articles  to  (urns  granted_,  and  that 
departure  grew  out  of  neceility  ;  for,  the  extreme  embarraff- 
ment,  which  would  attend  the  practice  of  a  ftri^l:  adlierenc^ 
would  render  it  impraclicable :  but  as  he  did  not  me^  to 
ftand  refponlible  for  the  motion,  he  Ihouldbc  fatisfied  with 
calling  for  the  Yeas  and  Nays :  which  were  agreed  to  be 
taken. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thouglit  that  when  gentlemen  went  on  fup- 
porting  fuch  unlimited  meafures  as  had  lately  taken  place, 
and  voting  fuch  a  wafte  of  money,  it  would  be  very  dan- 
gerous. When  we  fee  large  fums  voted  for  an  arm.y  and 
navy  in  tim£  of  peace,  faid  he,  it  would  juftify  us  in  adopt- 
ing fome  regulation  to  prevent  it.  The  difference  bet\¥een 
the  operation  of  this  and  the  other  mode  is,  that  in  this  you 
confine  your  public  ofiicers  to  the  identical  obje(St  for  v/hich 
a  fum  is  appropriated  ;  otherwife  they  might  ufe,  what  tliey 
would  call  overplus  moriey  to  any  object  they  might  think  fit. 
According  to  this  method  propofed  by  the  Senate,  any  fum 
may  be  taken  from  any  certain  objs£t,  and  placed  to  any 
other,  which  Mr.  Nicholas  thought  too  unbounded  a  power 
to  be  placed  in  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Parker  faid  he  would  not  pretend  to  juftify  the  ex- 
penditure on  the  military  eftabiilhment,  but  he  could  not 
help  obferving  that  the  cafualties,  to  which  the  forage  and 
clothing,  &c.  which  is  traniported  to  our  garrilbns,  are  ex- 
po fed,  are  very  great.  Though  at  peace  with  the  Indians,  it 
is  but  a  temporary  one,  and  we  cannot  be  fure  they  will  not 
intercept  our  ftores  ;  bcfides  other  accidents  to  which  it  is  ex- 
pofed,  all  which  make  it  necelfary  that  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  fhould  not  be  tied  from  ufing  the  furpluffage  of 
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i^-me,  to  the  accidental  and  unforefeen  deficiencies  of  otlierl  i 
without  this,  the  army  may  be  expofecl  to  the  moft  poignant 
diiirefs  owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation,  while  the 
treafury  has  money  in  hand  as  furpUis  from  other  objefts. 
Conlidering  the  great  importance  of  an  Uppropriation,  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  not  fo  incline  to  oppofe  the  bill,  ef^ 
pecially,  faid  he,  when  our  exiftence  will  not,  as  a  legiiiative 
body,  be  more  than  four  hours,  and  in  that  time  itiiiuft  pafs 
other  authorities  before  it  can  be  put  into  ef^e^l,  if  it  is  loft 
the  eiFedls  will  be  bad.  Mr.  Parker  faid  he  had  as  many 
fcruples  as  any  gentleman,  and  wouli  take  every  liieafure  to 
preferve  the  eonftitution  inviolate,  but  he  fhould  be  forry 
if  under  a  fear  of  offending  it,  the  government  fliould  bs 
flopped. 

Mr.  Heath- — If  my  exiftence  v/as  to  be  but  for  one  mo- 
ment, I  would  ftand  here  and  oppofe  this  refolution  ;  to  let 
it  pais,  is  precluding  the  freedom  of  enquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  our  public  officers^  if  we  were  to  commence  this  loofs 
kind  of  away  of  appropriating,  we  may  go  on  to  do  this, 
that  and  the  other,  until  we  were  too  far  to  flop.  Were  we 
to  indulge  ourfelves  to  go  into  the  wide  iields  of  accident, 
we  might  fuppofe  this,  and  that,  but  our  imaginations  would 
have  no  end.  He  lamented  the  iliortnefs  of  the  time  they 
had  to  difcufs  it. 

Mr.  Gilbert  acknowledged  this  was  the  age  of  realbn,  but 
he  was  forry  the  Houie  fhould  be  inclined  to  adopt  an  entire 
newdoarine  of  privileges.  We  {hoold  not  hazard  a  new 
pofttion,  when  it  may  be  attended  with  the  greateft  danger, 
therefore  he  hoped  they  would  agree  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Harper  thought  it  would  not  be  very  dimcult  to  con- 
vince gentlemen  who  oppofe,  that  the  amendment  was  calcu- 
lated to  fecure  the  very  objea  they  wifhed.  It  was  not  a  viok- 
tionof  theconftitution  as  feme  gentlemen  fuppofed.  He  would 
aik,  could  not  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the  ufe  of  the  mi- 
htary  eilabliihment  in  general  terms.?  Yes,  he  would  an- 
fwer,  elfe  how  could  an  appropriation  in  general  terms  have 
been  made  forthe  intercourfe  with  foreign  nations  ?  Certain- 
ly it  could  not  be  unconifitutional  to  appropriate  the  over- 
plus of  one  article  to  fupply  tiie  deficiency  of  another.  One 
moment's  reflection,  Mr.  Harper  thoogbt,  would  convince 
members  of  th«g  error  of  a  contrary  opinion.  It  might  not 
be  fafe  to  do  it  without  lav/,  but  here  is  a  hw  allowing  it. 
The  whole  mufl  fairer  if  the  war  department  is  deficfent, 
which   cannot  be    avoided   if  one  is  not  to  afPXt   another 
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branch,  for  it  is  fcarce  poilible  to  guard  againft  every  con ^ 
imgcncy.  He  thought  the  amendixient  benciicial  in  tiie 
higheil:  degree,  and  without  it,  would  ftop  the  war  depart- 
ment in  its  operations.  He  hoped  no  delay  would  take  place^ 

as  it  endangered  the  bill- 

<->  ■■    . 

Mr.  Varnum  faid,  that  not  with  (landing  all  that  gemle- 
men  might  produce  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  giving  the 
ExcculIvc  large  powers,  yet  it  was  dangerous  ;  he  inflanced 
that  if  the  Executive  were  determined  to  man  and  equip  the 
n-igates  for  fea,  they  would  have  power  to  do  it  from  money 
appropriated,  and  intended  for  other  purpofes  ;  thus  it  was 
transferring  a  power,  folely  vefted  in  the  legiilature,  into  the 
Executive  department.  He  thought  it  was  an  infringemenf 
in  the  conftitution  ;  it  was  putting  the  power  when  it  never 
v/as  intended  to  be  ;  although  he  had  great  refpecl,  for  that 
department,  yet  he  did  not  willi  to  fee  its  powers  extended 
too  far.  A  gentleman  had  intimated  he  fhould  not  wiih  the 
bill  to  be  altered,  if  he  was  fure  there  would  not  be  war  with 
the  Indians.  He  would  anfwer  that  there  could  not  be  a  war 
until  the  Legiflature  met  again.  As  it  relates  to  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  Varnum  fai  1,  that  there  t\^s  one  fifth  more  money 
appropriated  than  could  be  ufed  before  the  next  meeting  of 
Congrefs,  for  there  would  be  two  months  of  the  prefent 
years'  appropriation,  during  any  part  of  which  another  bill 
miglit  be  palled, 

Mr.  Swanwick  thought  there  was  no  danger  of  the  bill  be- 
ing loft  ,  it  was  neceifary  to  difcufs  a  principle  which  appear- 
ed to  admit  of  danger  ;  it  was  throwing  the  whole  of  the 
money  to  the  mercy  of  the  treafury  department. 

Mr.-  Page  faid  he  lliouid  vote  for  the  amendment,  but  he 
rofe  to  expreis  his  difapprobation  of  it,  and  he  Ihould  have 
been  glad  if  there  was  time  to  make  another  bill.  We  muit 
either  futfer  the  community,  faid  he,  to  abide  under  great 
difadvantages,  or  ourielves.  If  they  could  exift,  politically, 
he  faivi  he  ihould  be  happy  to  deftroy  that  bill.  He  mufl  ac- 
knowledge it  was  crammed  dov^n  his  throat. 

Mr.  Livingilon  laid  that  the  reafons  urged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  MallachufettSj  inftead  of  the  end  he  propofed, 
would  have  a  contrary  effect.  Mr.  L.  believed  that  this 
amendment  had  a  tendency  to  leiTen  the  privileges  of  the 
Houfe  ;  believing  this,  no  obje6l  of  convenience,  no  view  to 
to  the  general  opinion  fhould  ever  prevent  him  voting  againft 
k.     He  believed  it  pregnant  with  mifchief.     The  civil  and 
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military  departments  would  be  too  eafily  conne(fled;  if  ths 
one  wanted  affiftancej  while  the  treafury  had  money  in  hand 
it  would  be  applied.  He  thought  the  Houfe  had  voted  fuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  every  purpofe  intended,  and  he  believed, 
whatever  fpecious  arguments  may  be  ufed,  the  Houfe  would 
not  recede.  If  any  evil  attended,  he  was  willing  to  take  bis 
part  of  the  blame  ;  but  he  was  not  apprehenllve  of  any. ' 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  hoped  it  would  not  pafs,  as  it  was  lull  of 
danger  and  bad  principles. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  the  appropriation  to  the  military  efta- 
blilhment  had  always  been  conlidered  a  general  grant  of  mo- 
ney, therefore  it  would  introduce  no  new  principles,  but  the 
manner  of  this  bill,  paiTed  in  this  Houfe  the  day  before  the 
clofe  of  the  feilion,  and  fent  up  to  the  Senate  tiie  very  day 
pf  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  Smith  faid  gentlemen  talked  about  the  conftitution, 
but  he  thought  they  had  wrong  ideas  of  the  evils  of  this  bu- 
lineis  :  it  was  not  v/hether  they  gave  too  much  power  to  their 
oihcers^  but  the  mJiitary  eftabliiliment  could  nor  go  on,  then 
the  Prelident  would  be  obliged  to  alarm  the  whole  nation. 


an 


incur  a  vaft  expence  to  get  the  Congrefs  together,  tmd 
all  for  want  of  due  time  an  1  regulations.  And  now  we  mufi 
cram  it  down  the  throats  of  the  Senate.  Surely  gentlemen 
ihouid  have  feme  moderation  and  not  be  fo  high-toned  as  to 
prevent  any  ether  branch  of  the  Legiilature  from  exerciting 
their  powers  as  well  as  us. 

On  the  queftion  being  t&ken  to  concur  vrith  this  am^^d- 
r>ient,  the  Yeas  and  Nays  v/cre  as  follow  : 

YEAS. 

'Theophilus  Bradbury,  Nicholas  Oilman, 

Daniel  Buck,  Chauncey  Goodrich, 

Demfey  Burges,  Roger  Grifwold, 

Jeiluia  Coit,  Robert  Goodioe  Harper, 

William  Cooper,  Thomas  Hartley, 

William  Craik,  William  Hindman, 

Samuel  Y/.  Dana,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 

Jarnes  Davenport,  George  Leonard, 

George  Dentj  Samuel  Lyman, 

George  Ege,  Francis  Malbone, 

AbierFoiler,  John  Page, 

Dvvi.?;ht;  Poller,  j ofiah  Parker, 

L-:rkL.^i.  Giiberr,  Samuel  Sew^all, 

5  E 
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Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Kathaniel  Smithy 
ifaac  Smith,' 
William  Smith, 
Zephaniah  Swift/ 


George  Thatciierj 
Richard  Thomas, 
John  E.  Van  AIIce, 
Peleg  WadfworthVaiid 
John  Williams, 


N  A  Y  S: 


Theodorus  BaileVj, 
Abraham  Baldwin^ 
liavid  Bard, 
Thomas  Bloilnt, 
Richard  Brent, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Gabriel  Chrifrie, 
Thomas  ClaibornCs 
John  CloptOn, 
ifaac  Coles, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
WiUiam  Findley, 
JelTe  Franklin, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 
Albert  Gallatin. 
James  Gillefpie, 
Chriftopher  Greenupf 
Andrew  Gregg, 
Wade  Ham.pton, 
JohnHathorn, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens^ 
John  Heath, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackibn, 


George  Jack-fon^ 
Matthew  Locke, 
William  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
Jaiiies  Madifon, 
John  Miiledgej 
Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg 
Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Patten, 
Elifha  11 .  trotter, 
John  Reed, 
John  Richards, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Tompfon  J.  Skinner, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun, 
Thomas  Sp"?igg, 
William  Strudwick, 
John  Swanwick, 
Jofeph  B.  Yarnum, 
Abraham  Venable,  and 
Richard  Winn. 


S-a: 


The  bill  was  fent  again  to  the  Senate,  and  foori  after  re- 
turned with  the  amendment  receded  from;  It  was  reported 
as  duly  enrolled,  and  afterwards  laid  before  the  Prefident. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  that  a  refolution,  which  he  laid  on  tlit 
table  yefterday,  refpe6ting  Major-General  La  Fayette, 
ihould  be  taken  up  for  conllderation.  The  motion  w/as  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  W.  Smith.  The  refolution  was  in  the  fol^ 
lowing  words  : 

"  This  Houfe,  (Irongly  imprelTed  with  a  jufl;  fenfe  of  the 
*<  important   and   dillnterefted  fervices  rendered  to    their 
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-*  coyntry,  durir.g  the  late  war,  by  their  feilow-citizen,  Ma- 
•' jor-General  La  Fayette,  and  deeply  regretting  the  fufFer- 
f*  ings  tc  which  he  is  now  fubjedled  from  a  long  and  rigorous 
«*  imDi-ifonment,  and  which  have  equally  excited  their  fym- 
«*'  pathy,  and  the  ardent  wilh  of  their  conftituents  for  his  de- 
**  iiverance,  do  refolve,  that  the  P  relident  of  the  United 
"  States  be  informed,  that  this  Houfe  will  fee  with  the  high- 
"  e(k  fitisfa^lion  any  meafures  which  he  may  deem  expedient 
t^  to  adopt  towards  efFecliqg  the  refvoratipn  of  their  faid  fei- 
*«  low-citizen  to  liberty." 

The  queftion  was  taken  for  the  Houfe  to  take  it  up  and 
lolt.    ■     ■  ■  ■    "■■•■■  ^     "      -.  ^. -■-.,.    ... 

Noes  52 

Mr.  Livingfton  faid  he  had  fome  time  been  wifhing to  put 
forward  fomthing  fimilar,  he  really  hoped  fome  negociation 
would  be  carried  on  to  effecSt  his  libcrationc  It  would  be 
honourable  to  this  country  ta  iiiterpofe  in  behalf  of  this  man, 
who  has  a  claim  on  Am.erican  fervice.  V\'^hile  fuifcring  for 
\is  on  his  part,  let  gratitude,  and  every  feeling  that  can  zifiz£t 
the  heart  be  ours.  Abandoned  by  his  ovm  country*  and  to 
increafe  his  fufferings  precluded  from  almoft  every  enjoyment 
of  life.  It  would  be  honourable  in  us  to  interefl  ourfelves  in 
his  behalf,  appropriating  iomefm.all  fum  which  may  enable 
the  Preiident  to  make  fome  progrefs  towards  his  releafement? 
thus  while  it  is  honourable  to  America,  if  it  has  no  effect  it 
may  afford  fome  comfort  to^  the  unfortunate  fufferer,  to  think 
he  is  not  forgotten.  He  then  propofed  a  refolution,  not  ma- 
terially varrying  from  that  juft  offered  by  Mr.  Harper,  hop-^ 
ing  that  the  little  variation  would  pevent  it  fuffering  a  iimilar 
fate.   '  -'     '     ' 

Mr.  Parker  faid  as  it  was  a  perlonal  q,ueftio,n  he  hoped  it 
would  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Colt  thought  it  a  delicate  queftion,  and  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  agitated,  and  therefore  moved  the  previous 
queliion. 

Mr.  Hartly  fpoke  to  Mr.  Parker  obferying  its  perfonality. 
He  anfwered  that  the  man  fuffered  mucli  for  this  countrv, 
and  therefore  was  entitled  to  regard.  He  acknowledge  with 
Mr.  Coit  there  was  much  delicacy  in  the  bufmefs^  and  there- 
fore hoped  it  would  fpeedily  be  difcuffed,— it  ought  not  be 
poftponed  ;  the  man  is  now  fuffering  in  a  mofb  diif refiing 
confinement.     If  any  of  the    foldiers    of  1789  we-re  here. 
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faid  Mi-.  H.  ^'ith  whom  he  was  in  council,  there  woul] 
not  be  a  difTenting  voiccj  to  uiing  every  exertion.  He  hoped 
the  houfe  would  never  forget  fuch  brilliant  fervices. 

Mr.  Swanwick  faid  there  need  not  be  a  difTenting  voice, 
but  we  ought  to  be  cautious  how  v/e  multiply  ournegociation?;, 
as  this  could  not  be  done  without  entering  into  a  negociation 
with  the  Emperor  oi  Germany  in  the  regular  way.  It  is  not 
want  of  refpecSlithat  fliould  prevent  us,  faid  he,  but  are  v/e 
provided  to  go  into  all  the  confequences  attending  a  new  ne- 
gociation f  there  is  a  delicacy  in  it,  of  Vvdiich  we  ought  to  be 
careful.  There  is  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  the  Prefident  has  as 
much  defire  for  his  releafment  as  any  gentleman^  but  he,  no 
doubt,  deliberated,  and  faw  the  danger  of  it.  I^Ir.  Svvan- 
wickfaidhe  lamented  our  foreign  negociotions  in  toto;  there 
was  no  good  derived  from  them,  andhecGiild  not  anticipate 
any  from  new  ones. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  felt  as  much  difpoiltion  to  take  mica- 
fures  for  his  releafe  as  any  man,  but  he  thought  the  buiinefsf 
undertrdccn  too  hallily.  Suppofe  faid  he,  you  give  inftruflions 
to  the  Preiident^  and  he  does  not  think  proper  to  aft  on  it, 
fo  far  from  being  a  complement  to  Fa^'^ette  it  would  hurt  his 
m:nd,  fhouldhe  hear  it  ha'i  been  agitated. 

Mr.  Clairborn  fav/  no  difficulty  attending  the  refolution. 
He  hoped  the  houfe  would  render  this  effential  fervice  to  the 
unfortunate  fufFerer,  if  even  in  the  laft  hour  of  the  Con- 
grefs. 

Mr.  Chriftie  faid  it  was  an  improper  time  to  take  up  the 
rcfolution,  but  as  they  had  to  fit  there  two  or  three  hours 
longer,  and  no  bulinefs  to  do  this  .might  as  well  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  as  not. 

Mr.  Liyingfton  would  be  forry  to  impofe  a  burden  upon  the 
country  but  he  thought  this  a  duty  incumbent  on  them.  He 
hoped  gentlem.en  would  openly  come  forward  and  avow 
their  fentiments,  and  not  ihelter  themfelves  under  the  pre- 
vious quefcion ;  remicmber,  faid  he,  he  came  here  from  the 
pompous  eafe  of  a  foreign  court ; — he  voluntarily  ferved  the 
caufe  of  America,  and  bled  for  her  ; — he  in  a  great  meafure 
procured  the  intereft  v^rhich  formed  the  alliance  with  France 
in  our  defence; — befides  fpending  a  princely  fortune  in  our 
caufe,  he  aiked  nothing,  nor  would  accept  any  compenf  ation 
for  his  fi^rvices;  and  now  he  is  abandoned  to  the  moil  dread- 
ful htiiation  poiiible,  fome  of  that  compeniation,  juftly  due 
to  his  fervices  is  refufed  liim  as  a  balm  to  his  former  woes 
oy  attempting  his  releafeo     This  is  the  iituation  of  the  man. 
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for  whom  this  houfe  is  afkecl  only  to  exprefs  their  deilre  for 
liis  comfort.— -This  is  the  man  who  was  met  with  pleafLire  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States:  all  the  people  rejoiced  to  ex- 
prefs their  gratitude  to  him  •> — he  was  accompanied  with 
tellimonials  of  admiration  and  thanks  from  the  Mdiole  con- 
tinent: and  now  that  we  iliould  not  fay,  that  we  will  feel 
with  pleafiire  meafures  taken  towards  obtaining  his  liberty :! 
we  can  pity  him,  and  regret  his  lltuation,  but  refufs  to  lend 
him  the  leait  affiilance  to  footh  his  diftrefs.  We  do  not  call 
upon  the  houfe  to  \'^nz  its  ififaniine  furrow- — to  ihow  its 
ivomamfi  pity,  no,  we  call  on  it,  to  exprcrs  a  wlil^  predominant 
throughout  the  United  States,  in  the  behalf  of  this  unfor- 
tunate man.  ^v^t  it  is  faid,  that  we  fliould  get  the  ill  wdll  cf 
the  nations  who  profecuted  him.  Unlefs  they  bid  adieu  to 
all  the  tender  feelings  of  humanity,  they  never  can  tcike  of^ 
fence,  it  has  been  alfo  fuppofed  it  would  be  ineiiecaial ;  he 
h^d  no  doubt  but  the  executive  would  take  tliofe  nieaflires 
which  would  be  moft  e5*e61:ual  and  leaft  endangering  to  the 
nation  I  it  could  not  make  the  fituation  of  the  fufff  rer  worfe, 
and  if  we  fucceed  in  procuring  his  liberty,  it  would  giveplesr. 
fure  to  every  heart  who  can  fympathize  with  the  diilrelTed, 
or  feell  gratitude  for  high  obligations;  and  if  it  does  not 
have  that  happy  effe6i:,  Aill  we  may  feel  confolation  at  hav- 
ing done  our  duty.  If  thefe  meafures  v/ere  taken^  it  would 
illuminate  the  loathfome  horrors  of  a  Dungeon,  the  moil: 
dreadful,— it  would  fweep  away  that  reproach,  ^^  that  repub- 
licans know  no  gratitude" — that  we,  who  had  his  bell:  exer- 
tions while  in  profperity,  do  not  forget  him  in  adveriity,  Mr. 
L.  faid  he  really  believed  that  if  he  had  not  known  the  prin^ 
ciples  of  liberty  here  and  helped  us  in  our  druggie  for  it,  be 
would  have  never  have  exifted  in  mifery  in  the  JDungeon  at 
Olmutz,  and  therefore  the  higheft  obligation  were  laid  on 
the  United  States  to  exert  herfelf  in  his  behalf, 

Mr.  Heath  hoped  that,  although  the  gentleman  had 
laboured  to  excite  the  pathetic,  yet  he  vrould  not  charge  the 
houfe  with  av/ant  of  republican ifm  if  the  mcafore  v/as  not 
adopted.  Mr.  Heath  thought  it  extremely  im.proper  to  be 
introduced  in  the  houfe,  he  faid  rhe  Prefident  knew  the -will 
of  the  United  States  on  the  fubjecl,  and  therefore  if  he  lav/ 
proper  he  could  take  it  up.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
jremember  this  was  a  complicated  cafe,foriince  he  had  left  this 
country  lie  had  become  a  citizen  of  another  country.  Mr. 
Heath  faid,  he  felt  for  his  unfortunate  fituation — he  had 
fought  uftdei^-hi*  banner.— We  are  not  to  be  charoed  with  a 
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wai>t  of  patrimli'aij  and  feeling  for  this  fufteringhcro,  becaujfc 
we  think  it  impriident  to  intereft  and  invoh^e  ourfelves  in 
liis  behalis  mereljrto  ixidu^ge  the  Highty  fancy  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals. "We  might  go,  faid  he,  and  addrefs  the  Prefident 
to  exerthimfelfcis  far  as  he  faw  proper  in  his  behalf,  as  a 
body  of  individuals,  but  not  as  a  legiilature. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  fee  no  kind  of  impropriety  in  the 
Bieainre.  It  had  been  faid,  it\7as,a  new.iubjetft  and  there- 
fore ought  not  be  takeii  up  now  *j  but  was  it  not  introduced 
yefterday  !  Did  gentlemen  want  an  age  tocxprefsan  opinion 
which  every  membsr  feels  ?— rVviiichthe  ly^^ols  nation  feels  r 
The  motion  only  went  to  exprefs  a.wiih  that  meafures  may 
te  taken  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  executive:  if  he 
had  a  thought  or  vyiili  to  adopt  rnealures  this  would  encourage 
him  to  carry  liiem  into  efFedl.  Europe  mjght  feel  apleafurg 
that  we  interefted  ourfelves  in  his  behalf.  Did  he  not  em- 
bark his  all  for  this  country  i]  It  has  been  well  faidj  faid  Mr. 
S,  that  If  the  motion  had  been  made  in  1 779^  or  J  780,  no 
previous  quefi:ion  would  then  Iiave  been  called,— -no  oppo- 
iition  then  made.  Read  the  journals  of  the  national  repre- 
fentz^tion  for  178.0  and  1 7 83 — there  we  find  one  member 
from  each  State  was  appointed  to  take  leave  of  him  in  behalf 
of  the  whole  [}^lx.  Smith  here  read  the  journals  of  tliat  time, 
which  infert  at  length  the  pmceeding,  addrefs,  and  anfwet' 
attending  the  tranfaclion]  there,  faid  he  they  exprefled  their 
^eal  for  his  future  welfare  and  gratitude  for  his  favours,  ac-- 
ccmpanying  it  with  a  letter  to  tiie  French  King,  requeii:ing 
him  to  beftow  his  favours  upon  him.  From  the  frequent  ref- 
pedlful  mention  made  of  his  fer vices,  on  the  jo.urnals  of  the" 
lioufe,  there  appears  to  have  been  much  attention  paid  to  his 
fervices  by  Congrefs.  Even  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain 
]ie  faid,  had  difcuffed  the  queftion  on  his  confinement,  and 
ihoul  I  this  houfe  refufe,  who  are  fo  much  obliged  by  his  fer- 
vices? nothing  that  had  been  faid  oppofed  to  it  could  con-, 
vince  him  but  that  we  were  called  upon  by  every  tie  of  gra- 
titude to  adopt  the  meafure.  The  fatisfa^tion  of  knowing 
that  his  fervices  are  not  forgotten,  may  render  more  com- 
fortable his  TJungeon,  m.ay  follow  him  into  the  deferts  of  Si~ 
beria,or  wherever  the  cruel  hand  ofopprefilon  may  fend  him. 

Mr.  Madifon  did  not  think  there  was  time  to  do  all  the 
buiinefs  requihte  to  render  due  juftice  to  the  motion,  and  he 
hoped  the  Houfe  woidd  do  more  than  was  intended  by  the 
motion.  He  believed  the  only  regular  mode  would  be  to 
-appoint  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill.  He  therefore  moved 
the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  committee  for  that  purpofco 
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Mr.  Sitgreives  faid,  according  to  the  motion,  there  was 
ho  neceffity  for  this  mode,  as  it  was  bf  a  nature  not  to  re- 
quire another  branch  of  the  Lcgiilature,  it  was  quite  fuf- 
ficicntif  the  Hoiifepaffeci  the  refolution.  He  was  forry  to 
hear  the  previous  queftion  called  for,  to  get  rid  of  the  buii- 
hefs,  but  he  hoped  it  would  not  prevail;  he  thought,  this 
motion  required  early  attention.  He  faid  attention  was  due 
to  Fayette  J  America  was  highly  indebted  to  him;  it  is  a  debt 
of  juftice^  and  ought  to  be  paid  ;  and  while  this  Houfe  delays 
to  iriterpofe  in  his  behalf,  he  muft  rem.ain  in  conlinement  j 
thofe  gentlemen  who  thdughc  the  Houfe  oiight  to  interpofej 
ihouid  think  this  is  the  very  time,  if  any  good  is  intended  to 
be  done,  he  therefore  hoped  they  would  not  delay. 

Mr.  Harper  faid,ifthe  fubjesfi  was  on  the  lending  an  am- 
balfador  to  negotiate  for  the  liberation  of  this  man,  it  might 
with  more  propriety  be  oppofed  ;  he  was  furprifed  that  any 
gentleman  in  the  Houfe  ihouid  be  oppofed  to  expreiiing  a 
v»rifli  for  meafiires  to  be  taken  which  may  prove  effectual  for 
that  purpofe.  When  he  had  no  need  of  our  careiTes,  the 
United  States  refounded  with  his  name,  he  was  then  met 
with  tokens  of  refpecl  and  congratulation  wherever  he 
went;  but  now  pining  undei*  the  cruel  hand  of  defpotic  ven* 
geance  in  a  ioathfome  dungeon,  weighed  down  by  chains, 
with  a  fcant  allowance  :  whcii  we  view  his  prefent,  contraft- 
ed  with  his  paft  lituation,  embarking  from  the  magnificent 
fplendour  of  the  French  Court,  dilJDleating  his  fovereign, 
embarking  him.felf,  and  hazarding  every  thing  that  v/as  de^^r 
to  him,  in  fupport  of  American  hberty.  Is  this  the  man,  Mr. 
Harper  would  ^ik,  to  whom  Arrierica  faid,  he  fliould  never 
ceafe  to  have  her  bell:  wiihes  and  endeavours  for  his  good.^ — 
When,  in  the  moft  grievous  captivity,  we  refufe  to  exprefs  a 
defire  for  a  morfel  of  comfort  to  his  depreffed  mind.  What 
avail  our  toafts,  our  boafled  recolle(ftions  of  him,  and  regret 
at  his  fate,  if  we  take  not  every  opportunity  to  alleviate  that 
diftrefs.  But  the  worft  of  his  misfortunes  is  not  to  be  in  a 
dungeon,  he  is  now  racked  with  a  fear  of  being  fent  into  the 
irihoipitable  deferts  of  Siberia,  whence  is  no  hope  ever  to  ex- 
pect his  return  into  the  civilized  v/orld  ;  and  with  this  un- 
welcome intelligence  the  American  Lcgiilature  refufes  to  ex- 
prefs a  wiih  for  his  deliverance.  Who  knows  but  the  pow- 
er in  whole  cuftody  he  is,  may  expe£t  America  to  intereit 
herfelf  in  his  favour,  and  by  a  pretext  like  this,  he  might  be 
liberated,  or  at  ieait  his  fear  of  removal  diiiipated,  and  his 
l^refent  mifery  alleviated,     Mr.  Harper  iVid^,  he  was  fare  it 
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would  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  fcitizens  of  America 
to  hear  of  the  meahire,, — they  had  long  expected  it,  and  if 
undertaken,  he  had  the  greateft  hopes  of  its  fuccefs,  in  a 
rneafiire  ;  if  it  fhoidd  but  ten  i  to  foftcn  his  prefent  diftrefs, 
it  would  be  a  happinefs,  bat,  if  its  effecls  fnould  be  to  re- 
ftore  to  liberty,  one  to  whom  America  is  To  much  indebted, 
it  would  amply  repay  whatfoevcr  trouble  is  taken  towards  its 
accomplishment. 

Mr.  Yf.  Lyman  did  not  doubt  of  the  ferviccs  of  the  Mar- 
quis la  Fayette  •,  he  was  always  the  fubjeft  of  adoration,  and 
the  toaft  of  this  country  5  beficles^it  has  made  him  liberal  grants 
for  his  fervices,  and  he  thought  there  could  be  no  proof  that 
we  were  wanting  in  marks  of  eftcem  for  him.  With  refpefl: 
to  the  motion,  Mr.  Lyman  afl^ed,  to  whom  application  was 
to  be  made?  Does  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  know  who 
confined  him  ?  Or  by  order  of  what  government  ?  No  court 
are  willing  to  avow  it.  Britain,  France  and  Pruffia  difavows 
it,  and  he  believed  the  Emperor  alfo  :  until  that  was  clear, 
the  meafure  would  be  improper.  May  not  the  agitation  of 
fuch  a  queftion  in  the  houie  awake  a  jealoufy  in  fome  of 
thofc  powers  towards  us,  which  may  militate  to  our  injury, 
and  injure  the  man  whom  the  attempt  is  meant  to  fervca 
Gentlemen  have  depitledthe  fufFerings  in  very  lively  colours, 
iaid  Mr.  L.  and  Avere  it  in  my  power,  or  were  it,  coniiftently^ 
in  the  power  of  the  houfe,  I  ihould  be  happy  to  afford  re- 
lief. Until  fome  of  the  difhculties  in  its  way  were  cleared^ 
he  faid,  he  Ihould  be  forced  to  put  his  negative  to  it. 

He  thought  gentlemen  who  faw  the  matter  fo  necciTary 
and  the  way  fo  clear,  had  reafon  to  reproach  themfelvcs  for 
letting  it  deep  fo  long;  and  not  have  introduced  itattliehfi: 
hour  of  the  exiftence  of  the  houfes. 

Mr.  Harper  and  Mr.  Livingfton  faid,  that  nothing  but  the 
conll:ant  prefs  of  pubhc  buhnefs  had  prevented  their  motions 
fooner,  and  they  thought  there  was  even  now,  time  enough, 
as  it  only  required  an  expreiiion  of  the  deiire  of  the  houfe 
for  the  object. 

Mr.  Buck  faid  the  fervices  and  fufferings  of  the  Marquis 
was  indehably  v/ritten  on  the  hearts  of  all  the  citizens  of  Ame- 
rica, and  he  thought  there  was  no  need  of  that  torrent  of  ora- 
tory  which  had  been  difplayed  to  affe61:  the  feelings  of  the 
houfe.  He  thought  it  would  prove  its  weaknefs  to  fuffer  its 
feelings  to  predominate,  we  ought  to  give  a  deciiion  only  by 
the  force  of  judgment,  after  due  deliberation,  £ot feeling  could 
not  look  forward  to  confequences :  were  we  to  implicitly  to 
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obey  it,  we  ihould  take  many  bad  fteps.  Do  we  not  kncw| 
faid  Mr.  Buck,  that  he  is  among  the  perfons  profcribed  by- 
France  ?  and  confidering  the  very  brittle  fituation  of  our 
peace  with  that  country  at  prefent,  we  ihould  be  induced  ra- 
ther to  ftrengthen  than  weaken  our  ties,  for  the  motion  goes 
to  authorize  the  Prefident  to  take  any  meafures  to  lupport 
Fayette :  this  being  the  fltuation,  we  know  not  where  the 
meafures  may  end,  and  it  would  be  a  ferious  thing  to  be 
plunged  in  a  war  with  France  on  that  account.  He  hoped 
the  houfc  would  not  precipitate  the  bulincfs,  but  give  them- 
felves  time  to  examine  the  confequencesi  This,  Mr.  Buck 
faid,  had  induced  him  to  oppofe  the  motion,  though  conge- 
nial to  his  feelings,  he  therefore  fliould  vote  for  the  previous, 
and  againfl:  the  main  queftion. 

Mr.  Claiborne  was  againfl  the  previous  qiieftibri.  He 
would  hazard  any  thing  for  the  happinefs  of  a  man  we  owe 
fo  much  to.  Who  fees,  faid  he^  the  unfortunate  man,  with 
his  lady  and  daughter,  under  all  the  miferies  that  defpotifm 
and  tyranny  can  inflidl ;  in  a  wretched  dungeonj  without  eveii 
the  comforts  of  life !  Here  he  appealed  to  the  feelings  of  the 
members  in  a  very  forcible  manner,  and  with  the  moft  bitter 
inveflive,  ardently  wifhed  the  deftruftion  of  his  cruel  op- 
prelTors.  He  obferved  on  the  uneafinefs  the  members  of  the 
houfe  were  in,  if  pubhc  bufinefs  detained  them  half  an  hour 
beyond  the  ufual  time  from  their  dinners,  and  applied  the 
cafe  to  that  of  this  unfortunate  man  in  continual  confine- 
ment, and  after  all  with  miferable  fare. 

Mr.  Claiborne  afked  where  the  word  in  the  motion  was, 
that  could  give  umbrage  to  France,  or  Britain,  or  any  other 
power  ?  he  fhould  wilh  to  avoid  that  with  as  much  care  as 
any  member,  but  he  faw  no  danger  of  this  kind.  Let  us,, 
faid  he,  Ihow  the  world  that  America  has  gratitude,  and 
pity  to  difplay.  He  concluded,  after  much  nervous  fympa- 
thy,  Vv'ith  hoping  that  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  and  love  of  /i« 
herty  which  La  Fayette  difplayed  in  America,  might  pervade 
the  whole  world,  and,  uhimately,  that  ALL  NATURE 
MAY  BE  FREE. 

The    previous  queftion    was  then;  put,    "  Shall  the  main 
queftion  now  be  put,"  and  negatived^ 
Ayes         25. 

Mr.  Livingfton  then  brought  forward  a  fimilar  refolution^ 
which  caufed  very  conftderable  debate,  and  was  at  length  got 
rid  of  by  the  previous  queftion.  The  principal  obje6lion  to 
the  adoption  of  this  motion  feemed  to  be  the  late  period  at 


(       77-^    "   )' 

itiiich  it  was  brought  forward  5  all  were  agreed  as  to  tlie  me- 
rits  and  the  misfortunes  of  the  man,  and,  had  the  motion 
been  introduced  at  any  other  time  than  on  the  eve  of  the 
rifing  of  the  fefiion,  there  could  be  little  doubt  it  would  have 
been  agreed  to-  by  a  very  large  majority. 

Mr.  JMount  laid,  he  wifhed  to  offer  a  refolution  to  the 
houie,  which,  as  he  v»ras  certain  there  could  be  no  oppo- 
ilcion  to  it,  would  occupy  little  of  their  time.  He  fhould 
wiih  the  Glerk  to  read  it,  and  take  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe 
upon  it.     It  was  in  the  foUovving  words  : 

"  Refolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  be  prefented  to 
Jonathan  Dayton,  in  teftimony  of  their  approbation  of  his 
couduii  In  diicharging  the  arduous  and  important  duties 
ailigned.him  while  in  the  Chiiir," 

'1  he  Clerk  accordingly  put  the  refolution,  and  it  was  unani- 
■noufiy  carried  ; 

When  the  Speaker  thus  addrciied  the  houfe. 

f^  Oextlemen, 

^*  I  feel  rayfelf  deeply  impreired  with  this  frefli  proof  of 
your  approbation  of  my  condu6t  in  the  Chair.  The  confi- 
dence and  iupport  v/hich  you  have  in  every  inftance  afforded 
me  in  the  ftation  aligned  to  me,  have  alone  enabled  me  to 
difchargc  the  iaiportant  duty,  with  fatisfaction  to  myfelf,  and 
with  advantage  to  the  Public." 

A  mefiage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  houfe,  that  the 
PreddeBt  had  approved  and  figned,  an  aft  refpe6ting  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  an  z£t  for  altering  the  next 
meeting  of  Congrefs>  which  originated  in  that  houie. 

Aifo,  that  they  had  appointed  a  committee,  to  join  a 
committee  of  that  houfe,  to  wait  upon  the  Frehdent  to  inform 
him  they  had  finiihed  their  buiinefsj  and,  except  he  had  any 
further  communications  to  make,  they  were  ready  to  ad- 
journy  without  day. 

A  meliage  from  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States^  in- 
formed the  houfe,  that  he  had  approved  and  figned  the  fol- 
lov/ing  acts  which  originated  in  that  houfe,  viz. 

An    act   to  authorize   the   profecution   of  the  claims    of 
izens  whole  property  has  been  captured  by  the  Belligerent 
i     wers  5 

'n  a<5t  to  fufpend  the  adl  laying  a  duty  upon  Snuffand  Re- 
fine    Sugar  J 

A.  a<SL  appropriating  a  farther  fi.un  of  money  for  the  Ne- 
gociat    1  witb  Algiers  , 
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An  a£l  to  authorize  the  Receipt  of  Evidences  of  tUe 
Public  Debts  for  Lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  ; 

An  a(i"i:for  regulating  thePoft-Office  and  Poft- Roads ; 

An  a^L  mitigating  or  remitting  FineSj  Penalties  and  Dif- 
abilities,  under  the  Revenue  Laws  ; 

An  act  for  placing  certain  Buoys  in  and  X^ear  the  harbour 
of  Bofton  ; 

An  ad>  for  the  relief  of  John  Browne  j 

An^acr  providing, for  the  more  effeiftual  fettlement  of  ac- 
counts with  the  Receivers  of  Public  Monies  ; 

An  act  for  appropriating  money  for  the  pay  of  the  Military 
and  Naval  Eltablifliments ; 

An  act  authoriiing  the  fettlement  of  the  claims  of  GeojL'ge 
Smitli  and  John  Robertfon  ; 

An  a6t  repeaUng  in  part  the  a£l  impofing  a  duty  on  Do- 
meftic  Spirits,  and  transferring  the  duty  on  Stills  according  to 
their  capacity ; 

An  a6t  fixing  the  Military  Eftabliflimcrit ; 

An  a£t  for  extending  the  time  tor  receiving  on  loan  the 
Domeiliic  Debts)         '    • 

And  alfo  a  Reiblution  direfiing  the  diilribiition  of  5 go  co- 
pies of  theLau'^s  of  the  United  States, 

The  houfe  agreed  to  appoint  a  committee  to  join  that  of 
the  Senate  to  wait  upon  the  Prefident,  and  MeifrSo  SitgreaveSy 
Parker  and  Sherborn,  being  named  they  acconjingly  waited 
upon  the  Prefident,  and  Mr.  Sitgreaves  reported,  that  the 
Prelident  had  no  farther  communication  to  make,  except^ 
*«  that  he  wiflied  them  a  happy  return  to  their  Families  and 
Erieads." 

The  Speaker  then  faid,  "  I  adjourn  this  houfe  without 
day,"  and  the  houfe  acljourned  accordingly. 

It  v/as  paft  eleven  o'clock;  {o  that  the  three  branches  of 
Government  were  exercifing  their  pov/crs  in  the  laft  hour  of 
rheir  exiftencco 
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Saturday^  March  4. 

This  day  at  12  o'clock,  agreeably  to  the  notification  which  he 
gave  to  both  Houfes  of  Congrel's  foon  after  his  eleflion, 
JOHN  ADAMS,  as  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  at- 
tended in  the  Chamber  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
to  take  his  oath  of  office,  according  to  the  direftion  of 
the  Conllitution. 

On  his  entrance,  as  well  as  on  the  entrance  of  the  late  Pre- 
fident, and  of  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  the  Vice-Prefix 
dent,  loud  and  reiterated  applaufe  involuntarily  burft  from 
the  audience.  The  Prefident  having  taken  his  feat  on  the 
elevated  Chair  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives, the  Vice-Prefident,  the  late  Prefident,  and  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Senate  on  his  right,  the  Speaker  and  Clerk 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  on  his  left,  and  the  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  United  States  and  the  Afibciate  Judges  at 
a  table  in  the  centre,  ail  the  Foreign  Minifters  and  Am- 
bafiadors,  the  Heads  of  Departments,  General  Vv^ilkinfon, 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  a  very  crouded  auditory  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  this  city  being  prefent,  the  Pre- 
fident proceeded  to  deliver  the  following 

SPEECH: 

•^,"WHEN  it  was  firfi-  perceived,  in  early  times,  that  no 
middle  courfe  for  America  remained  ;  between  unlimited  fub- 
miflion  to  a  foreign  legiflature,   and  a  total  independance  of 
itsclaims:  men  of  reflection,  were  lefsapprehenfive  of  danger, 
from  the  formidable  power  of  fleets  and  armies,   they-mufl: 
determine  to  refift,   than  from  thofe  contefts  and  diflentidvis, 
which  would  certainly  arife,  concerning  the  forms  of  govern- 
ment to  be  inftituted,  over   the  whole  and  over  the  parts  of 
this  extenfive  country.     Relying  however,  on  the  purity  of 
their  intenfions,  the  juftice  of  their  caufe,  and  the  integrity  ' 
^nd.  intention  of  the  people  under  an  over-ruling  Providence, 
which  had  fo  fignally  protefted  this  country  from  the  firfi. 
The  Reprefentatives  of  this  Nation^  then  confijling  of  little  more 
than  half  its  prefent  mimbers,  net  only  broke  to  pieces  the  chains 
nuhich  luereforgingy  and  the  rod  of  iron  that  was  lifted  up^  but 
frankly  cut  af under  the  ties  which  had  hound  them^  and  launched 
into  an  Ocean  of  Uncertainty. 

«'  The  zeal  and  ardour  of  the  People,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  fupplying  the  place  of  government,  command- 
ed a  degri^e  of  order^  fufficient  at  leaft  for  a  temporary  pre- 
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iervatlon  of  Societ)-.  The  Confederation,  wliich  was  early 
felt  to  be  neceiTptry,  was  prepared  from  the  models  of  the  Ea- 
tavlan  and  Helvetic  Confederaciesj  the  only  examples  which 
remain  with  any  detail  and  precifion,  in  hiftoryj  and  certainly 
the  only  ones,  which  the  people  at  large,  had  ever  coniidered. 
But  reflecting  on  the  ftriking  difference,  in  io  many  particu- 
lars, between  this  country  and  thofe,  where  a  courier  may  go 
from  the  feat  of  government  to  the  frontier  in  a  iingle  day, 
it  was  then  certainly  forefeen  by  feme  who  affifted  in  Con- 
grefs  at  the  formation  of  it,  that  it  could  not  be  durable. 

'^  Negligence  of  its  regulations,  inattention  to  its  recom- 
mendations, if  not  difobedience  to  its  authority,  not  only  in 
individuals  but  in  dates,  foon  appeared,  v>^ith  their  melan- 
choly confequences ;  univerfal  langour,  jealouiies  and  rival- 
ries of  ftates ;  decline  of  navigation  and  commerce;  difcou- 
ragement  of  neceflary  manufa<51:urers ;  univerial  fall  in  tlie 
value  of  lands  and  their  produce;  contempt  of  public  and  pri- 
vate faith;  lofs  of  confideration  and  credit  with  foreign  nati- 
ons; and  at  length,  in  difcontents,  animoiities,  combinations, 
partial  conventions,  and  infurreclion,  threatening  fome  great 
National  Calamity. 

"  In  this  dangerous  crifis,  the  People  of  America  were  not 
abandoned,  by  their  ufual  good  fenfe,  prefence  of  mind,  refo- 
lution  or  integrity. — Meafures  were  purfued  to  concert  a  plan, 
to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  eftablifli  juftice,  eniure  do- 
nleftic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  fecure  the  bleffings  of  Liberty.  The 
public  difquifitions,  difcuflions  and  deliberations  iffued  in  the 
prefent  happy  conftitution  of  government. 

<«  Employed  in  the  fervice  of  my  country  abroad,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  thefe  traniadions,  I  iirfi:  faw  the  Confti« 
tution  of  the  United  States  in  a  foreign  country.  Irritated 
by  no  literary  altercation,  anim.ated  by  no  public  debate,  heat- 
ed by  no  party  animoiity,  I  read  it  with  great  fatisfadtion,  as 
a  refiilt  of  good  heads,  prompted  by  good  hearts  ;  as  an  ex- 
experiment,  better  adapted  to  the  genius,  c]\ara£ler,  iltuation 
and  relation  of  this  nation  and  country,  than  any  which  had 
ever  been  propofed  or  fuggefted.  In  its  general  principles 
and  great  outlines,  it  was  conformable  to  fuch  a  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment, as  I  had  evermoft  efteemed,  and  in  fome  States, 
my  own  native  State  in  particular,  had  contributed  to  efta- 
bhfh.  Claiming  a  right  of  fufFrage,  in  common  with  my  fel- 
low-citizens, in  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  a  Conftitution 
which  was  to  rule  me  and  my  poflerity,  as  well  as  them  and 
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theirs,  I  did  not  lielltate  to  exprefs  my  approbation  of  it,  on 
all  occafions  in  public  and  in  private.  It  was  not  then,  nor 
has  been  Tince,  any  objection  to  it,  in  my  mind,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Senate  were  not  more  permanent.  Nor  have  I 
ever  entertained  a  thought  of  promoting  any  alteration  in  It, 
but  fuch  as  the  People  themfeives,  in  the  courfe  of  their  ex- 
perience fhould  fee  and  feel  to  be  necelTary  or  expedient,  and 
by  their  R.eprefentatives  in  Congrefs  and  the  State  Legifla- 
tures,  according  to  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  adopt  and  ordain. 
"  Returning  to  the  bofom  of  my  country,  after  a  painful 
reparation  from  it,  for  teri  yeai's,  I  had  the  honour  to  be  eledi- 
cd  to  a  ftation  under  the  new  Order  of  Things,  and  I  have 
repeatedly  laid  myfelf  under  the  mofl:  ferious  obligation  to 
fupport  the  Conflitution.  The  operation  of  it  had  equalled 
the  moft  fanguine  expectation  of  its  friends:  and  from  an 
habitual  attention  to'  it,  faiisfacllon  in  its  adminiifration,  and 
delight  in  its  edeCts,  upon  the  Peace,  Order,  Profperity  and 
Happinefs  of  the  Nation,  I  have  acquired  an  habitual  at- 
tachment to  it,  and  veneration  for  it.      ^ 

"  What  other  form  of  Government  indeed  can  so 
well  deserve  our  esteem  and  love  .f' 

"  There  may  be  little  folidity  in  an  ancient  Idea,  that  con- 
gregations of  men  into  cities  and  nations,  are  the  moft  plea- 
ling  objects  in  the  fight  of  Superior  Intelligencies ;  but  this 
is  very  certain,  that  to  a  benovelent  human  mind,  there  can 
be  no  fpeftacle  prefented  by  any  nation,  inore  pleafing,'more 
noble,  majeftic  or  auguft:,  than  an  afTembly,  like  that  which 
has  fo  often  been  feen  in  this  and  the  other  chamber  of  Con-- 
grefs,  of  a  Government,  in  which  the  Executive  authority, 
as  vv^ell  as  that  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  are  exer- 
cifed  by  Citizens  feletSted,  at  regular  periods,  by  their  neigh- 
bours, to  make  and  execute  laws  for  the  general  good.  Can 
any  thing  elTential,  can  thing  more  than  mere  ornament  and 
decoration  be  added  to  this  by  robes  or  Diamonds  ?  Can  au- 
thority be  more  amiable,  or  refpeCtable,  when  it  dcfcends 
from  accidents,  or  inftitutions  eftablifhedin  remote  aPitiquity, 
than  when  it  fprings  frelh  from  the  hearts  and  judgments  of 
an  honeft  and  enlightened  People  ^  For  it  is  the  People  only 
that  are  reprefented  :  it  is  their  power,  and  majefty  that  is  re- 
fle6led  and  only  for  their  good,  in  every  legitimate  Govern- 
ment, under  whatever  form  it  may  appear.  The  exiftence 
of  fuch  a  Government  as  ours,  for  any  length  of  time,  is  a  full 
proof  of  a  general  diffemination  of  knowledge  and  virtue, 
throughout  the  whole  body  of  the  People.     And  what  ob- 
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jeci:  or  confideratlon  more  plealing  than  this  can  be  prefented 
to  the  human  mind?  If  national  pride  is  ever  juftifi  able  or 
excufable,  it  is  when  it  fprings,  not  from  power  or  riches, 
grandeur  or  glory,  but  from  conviiilion  of  national  innocence, 
information  and  benevolence. 

"  In  the  mid  ft  of  thefe  pleaiing  ideas,  we  ilionld  be  un- 
faithful to  ourfelves,  if  we  Ihould  ever  lofe  light  of  the  dan- 
ger to  our  liberties,  if  any  thing  partial  or  extraneous  fhould 
infecl  the  purity  of  our  free,  fair,  virtuous  and  independent 
elections.  If  an  ele»ftion  is  to  be  determined  by  a  majority  of 
a  iingle  vote,  and  that  can  be  procured  by  a  party,  through 
artifice  or  corruption,  the  Government  may  be  the  choice  of 
a  party,  for  its  own  ends,  not  of  the  nation,  for  the  national 
good.  If  that  folitary  fuifrage  can  be  obtained  by  foreign 
nations  by  flattery  or  menaces,  by  fraud  or  violence,  by  terror, 
intrigue  or  venality,  the  Government  may  not  be  the  choice 
of  the  American  People,  but  of  foreign  nations.  It  may  be 
foreign  nations  who  govern  us,  and  not  we  the  People,  who 
govern  ourfelves.  And  candid  men  vvill  acknowledge,  that  in 
fuch  cafes,  choice  would  have  little  advantage  to  boaft  of, 
over  lot  or  chance. 

*«  Such  is  the  amiable  and  intereftlagr  fvilem  of  Govern- 
ment  (and  fuch  are  fome  of  the  abufes  to  which  it  may  be 
expofed)  which  the  People  of  America  have  exhibited  to  the 
admiration  and  anxiety  of  the  wife  and  virtuous  of  all  na- 
tions, for  eight  years,  under  the  Adminiftrationof  a  Citizen, 
who,  by  a  long  courfe  of  great  actions,  regulated  by  prudence, 
juftice,  tempenince  and  fortitude ;  condu^ring  a  People,  in- 
fpired  with  the  fame  virtues,  and  animated  v/ith  the  fame  ar- 
dent patriotifm  and  love  of  liberty,  to  independence  and 
peace,  to  increafing  wealth  and  unexampled  profperityj  has 
merited  the  gratitude  of  his  Fellow-Citizens,  commanded  the 
higheft  praifes  of  foreign  Rations,  and  fecured  immortal  glory 
with  pofterity.  ''' 

"  In  that  retirement  which  is  his  voluntary  choice,  may  he 
lang  live  to  enjoy  the  delicious  recolledlion  of  his  fervices,  the 
gratitude  of  mankind;  the  happy  fruits  of  them  to  himfelf 
and  the  world,  which  are  daily  increaiing,  and  that  fplendii 
prolpect  of  the  future  fortunes  of  his  country,  which  is  open- 
ing from  year  to  year.  His  name  may  be  ftill  a  rampart,  arid 
the  knowledge  that  he  lives  a  bulwark  again  ft  all  open 
or  fecret  enemies  to  his  country's  peace. 

"  This  example  has  been  recommended  to  the  imitation 
of  his  fucceffors,  by  both  hwiifes  of  Congr^fs,  and  by  the  voice 
of  the  Legiilatures  and  the  People,   throughout  the  natloii. 
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<«  On  tills  fubje(Sl  it  might  become  me  better  to  be  lilenty 
or  to  fpeak  with  difndence  :  But  as  fomething  may  be  ex- 
pelled, the  occafion,  I  hope,  will  be  admitted  as  an  apology^ 
if  I  venture  to  lay,  that 

**  If,  a  preference,  upon  principle,  of  a  free  Republican 
Government,  formed  upon  longer  and  ferious  refledliion, 
after  a  diligent  and  impartial  enquiry  after  truth  *,  if,  an 
attachment  to  the  Conltitution  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
confcientious  determination  to  fupport  it,  until  it  fhall  be 
altered  by  the  judgments  and  wifhes  of  the  People,  expreiied 
in  the  mode  prefcribed  in  it ; — if,  a  refpe6tful  attention  to 
the  ConftitutioHs  of  the  individual  States,  and  a  conftant 
caution  and  delicacy  towards  the  State  Governments;  if,  an 
equal  and  impartial  regard  to  the  Rights,  Interefts,  Honour 
and  Happinefs  of  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  without  prefer- 
ence or  regard  to  a  Northern  or  Southern,  an  Eaftern  .or 
Weftern  polition,  their  various  political  opinions  on  uneffen- 
tial  points,  or  their  perfonal  attachments;  if  a  love  of  vir- 
tuous men  of  all  Parties  and  Denominations;  if  a  love  of 
Science  and  Letters,  and  a  wifli  to  patronize  every  rational 
effort  to  encourage  Schools,  Colleges,  Univerlities,  Acade- 
mies, and  every  Inftitution  for  propagating  Knowledge,  Vir- 
tue and  Religion  among  all  claffes  of  the  People:  net  only 
for  their  benign  influence  on  the  happinefs.  of  Life,  in  all  its- 
ftages  and  clafies,  and  of  Society  in  all  its  forms;  but  as  the 
only  means  of  preferving  our  Conftitution  from-  its  natural 
Enemies,  the  Spirit  of  Sophiftryy  the  Spirit  of  Party,  the 
Spirit  of  Intrigue,  the  Profligacy  of  Corruption,  and  the 
Peftilence  of  Foreign  Influence,  which  is  the  Angel  of  Def- 
trucfion  to  Ele(5five  Governments;  if  a  love  of  Equal  Laws, 
of  Jutlice  and  Humanity,  in  the  interior  Adminiftration  ;  if 
an  inclination  to  improve  Agriculture,  Commerce  and  Ma- 
nufactures for  Neceility,  ConvenieiKe  and  Defence;  if  a  Spirit 
of  Equity  and  Humanity  towards  the  aboriginal  Nations  of 
America,  and  a  difpolition  to  meliorate  their  condition,  by 
inclining  them  to  be  more  friendly  to  us,  and  our  Citizens 
to  be  more  friendly  to  them  ;  if  an  inflexible  determination 
to  maintain  Peace  and  Inviolable  Faithjwith  all  Nations,  and 
that  Syflcm  of  Neutrality  and  Impartiality,  among  the  Belli- 
gerent Powers  of  Europe,  which  has  been  adopted  by  this 
Government,  and  fo  folcmnly  fandfioned  by  both  Houfesof 
Congreis,  and  applauded  by  the  Legiflatures  of  the  States 
and  the  Public  Opinion,  until  it  Ihall  be  otherwife  ordained 
by  Congrefs  ,  if  a  perfonal  efteera  for  the  French  Nation,., 
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formed  in  a  refidence  of  feven  years,  chiefly  among  them, 
and  a  fincere  defire  to  preferve  the  friendfhip  which  has  been 
fo  much  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  both  Nations;  if, 
while  the  confcious  honour  and  integrity  of  the  People  of 
America  and  the  internal  fentiment  of  their  own  power  and 
energies  muft  be  preferved,  an  earneft  endeavour  to  invefti- 
gate  every  juft  caufe  and  remove  every  colourable  pretence  of 
complaint ;  if  an  intention  to  purfue,  by  amicable  Negociation, 
a  reparation  for  the  injuries  that  have  been  committed  on 
the  Commerce  of  our  Fellow-Citizens  by  whatever  Nation  ', 
and  if  fuccefs  cannot  be  obtained,  to  lay  the  fa6ls  before  the 
Legiflature,  that  they  may  confider,  v/hat  further  meafures 
the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  the  Government  and  its  Confti- 
tuents  demand ;  if  a  refolution  to  do  Juftice,  as  far  as  may 
depend  upon  me,  at  all  times  and  to  all  Nations,  and  main- 
tain Peace,  Friendihip,  and  Benevolence  with  all  the  World  ; 
if  an  unfhaken  Confidence  in  the  Honour,  Spirit,  and  Re- 
fources  of  the  American  People,  on  which  I  have  fo  often 
hazarded  my  all,  and  never  been  deceived;  if,  ekvated  ideas 
of  the  high  deftinies  of  this  Country,  and  of  my  own  duties 
towards  it,  founded  on  a  knowledge  of  the  moral  Principles 
and  intelle61:ual  Improvements  of  the  People,  deeply  en- 
graven on  my  mind  in  early  life,  and  not  obfcured  but  ex- 
alted by  Experience  and  Age  ;— And,  with  humble  reve- 
rence I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  add,  if,  a  veneration  for  the 
Religion  of  a  People,  who  profefs  and  call  themfelves  Chrif- 
tians,  and  a  fixed  refolution  to  confider  a  decent  refpe6t  for 
•  Chriftianity,  among  the  beil  recommendations  the  public  fer- 
vice — can  enable  me,  in  any  degree,  to  comply  with  your 
wifhes,  it  fhall  be  my  ftrenuous  endeavour  that  this  fagacious 
injunftion  of  the  tv/o  Houfes  fhall  not  be  without  efftct. 

"  With  this  great  example  before  me  ;  with  the  fenfe  and 
fpirit,  the  faith  and  honour,  the  duty  and  intereft  of  the 
fame  American  People  pledged  to  fupport  the  Conftitution  of 
the  United  States,  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  its  continuance  in 
all  its  energy;  and  my  mind  is  prepared,  without hefitation, 
to  lay  myfelf  under  the  moft  folemn  obligations  to  fupport  it, 
to  the  utmoft  of  my  power. 

"  And  may  that  Being,  who  is  Supreme  over  All,  the 
Patron  of  Order,  the  Fountain  of  Juftice,  and  the  Prote6tor, 
in  all  ages  of  the  World,  of  virtuous  Liberty,  continue  his 
Blefling  upon  this  Nation  and  its  Government,  and  give  it 
all  pollible  Succefs  and  Duration,  confiftent  with  the  Ends  of 
His  Providence." 
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After  concluding  liIs  fpeech,  the  Prefident  defcended  from 
his  feat  to  receive  his  oath  of  office  from  the  Chief  Juftice, 
v/ho  pronounced  the  following  conilitutlonal  oath  with  great 
folemnity,  which  was  repccitedby  the  Prefident  in  an  equally 
audible  and  folemn  rnanner. 

"  I, do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the 
office  of  Prefident  of  the  United  States  ;  and  will,  to  the  beil 
of  my  ability,  preferve,  protect  and  defend  the  conflitution 
of  the  United  States." 

Having  taken  his  oath,  the  Prefident  again  refumed  his 
feat,  and  after  fitting  a  moment,  rofe,  bo'wed  to  the  audience, 
and  retired.  After  him,  followed  the  Vice-Prefident  (though 
not  without  a  conteft  betwixt  the  late  Prefident  and  him 
with  refpcd  to  Precedence,  the  former  mfifting  upon  the 
Vice-Prefident  taking  it,  and  he  with  great  relu6lance  re- 
ceiving it.)  Afterwards  followed  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
Foreign  Miniflers,  Heads  of  Departments,  Reprefentatives, 
&c. 

This  ceremony  and  fpeclacle  muft  have  afforded  high  fa- 
tisfadion  and  delight  to  every  genuine  Republican.  To  be- 
hold a  fellow  citizen,  raifed  by  the  voice  of  the  People  to 
be  the  Firft  Magiitrate  of  a  Free  Nation,  and  to  fee,  at  the 
fame  time,  he  who  lately  filled  the  Px-efidential  Chair,  attend- 
ing the  inauguration  of  his  fuccefFor  in  office,  as  a  priv^ate 
citizen,  beautifully  exemplified  the  limplicity  and  excellence 
of  the  Republican  Syffem,  in  oppofition  to  hereditary,  mo- 
narchical governments,  where  all  is  conducted  by  a  (qw 
powerful  individuals,  amidfl:  all  the  Pomp,  Splendour,  and 
Magnificence  of  Courts,  independent  of  the  Great  Body  of  the 
People:  and  we  think  it  may  bejuftly  afked,  in  the  appro- 
priate words  of  our  Firfl  Citizen,  "  JVhat  other  form  of  Go- 
vernment ^^  iAdeed^  canfo  well  defsrve  our  ejieem  and  love  f'^  * 

1  he  oath  required  by  law  was  the  fame  day  adminiflered, 
in  prefenceof  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  THOMAS 
JEFFERSON,  Vice-Prefident  of  the  United  States  and 
Prefident  of  the  Senate,  when  he  took  the  chair,  and  ad- 
dreiTed  them  as  follows  : 

''  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

"  Entering  on  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  I  am  call- 
ed, I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  apologize  to  this  honourable 
lioufe  for  the  infufficient  manner  in  which  I  fear  they  may 
be  difcharged.  At  an  earlier  peri  )d  of  my  life,  and  through 
fome  confiderable  portion  of  it,  I  have  been  a  member  of 
legiHativc  Bodies,  and  not  altogether  inattentive  to  the  forms 

*  Bally  Advcrtifer, 
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of  their  proceedings;  but  much  time  has  elapfed  fmce  that; 
other  duties  have  occupied  my  mind,  and  in  a  great  degree 
it  has  loft  its  familiarity  with  this  fubje6l.  I  fear  that  the 
Houfe  will  have  but  too  frequent  occafion  to  perceive  the 
truth  of  this  acknowledgment.  If  a  diligent  attention,  how* 
ever,  will  enable  me  to  fulfil  the  fun6tions  now  affigned  me, 
I  may  promife  that  diligence  and  attention  fliall  be  feduloully 
employed.  For  one  portion  of  my  duty  I  fhall  engage  with 
more  confidence,  becaufe  it  will  depend  on  my  will,  and 
not  on  my  capacity.  The  rules  which  are  to  govern  the 
proceedings  of  this  Houfe,  fo  far  as  they  fhall  depend  on  me 
ibr  their  application,  fhall  be  applied  with  the  moft  rigorous 
and  inflexible  impartiality,  regarding  neither'  perfons,  their 
views  or  principles,  and  feeing  only  the  abfl:ra(5l  propofition 
fubje6t  to  mydecifion.  If  in  forming  that  decifion,  i  concur 
with  fome  and  differ  from  others,  as  muft  of  neeeflity  happen, 
I  fhall  rely  on  the  liberality  and  candour  of  thofe  from  whom 
I  differ,  to  believe  that  I  do  it  from  pure  motives. 

"  I  might  here  proceed,  and  with  the  greateft  truth,  to 
declare  my  zealous  attachment  to  the  Conftitution  of  the 
United  States;  that  I  confider  the  Union  of  thefe  States 
as  the  fir  ft  of  bleilings,  and  as  the  firft  of  duties  the  prefer- 
vation  of  that  conltitution  which  fecures  it ;  but  I  fuppofe 
thefe  declarations  not  pertinent  to  the  occafion  of  entering 
into  an  office  whofe  primary  bufinefs  is  merely  to  prefide 
over  the  forms  of  this  Houfe ;  and  no  one  more  fincerely 
prays  that  no  accident  may  call  me  to  the  higher  and  more 
important  functions  which  the  conftitution  eventually  de- 
volves on  this  office.  Thefe  have  been  juftly  confided  to 
the  eminent  character  which  has  preceded  me  here,  whofe 
talents  and  integrity  have  been  known  and  revered  by  me 
through  a  long  courfe  of  years,  have  been  the  foundation  of 
a  cordial  and  uninterrupted  friend(hip  between  us,  and  I 
devoutly  pray  he  may  be  long  preferved  for  the  govern- 
ment, the  happinefs,  and  profperity  of  our  common  coun- 
try." 

The  Senate,  at  the  clofe  of  the  fitting,  adjourned  with- 
out delay. 


EftRE   BOOKS 
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